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Quite a Day TRIM BUDGETS Tl) | Behind-the-Scenes Story of IA-4A’s 


Last Sunday, (3) easily takes rating as the biggest news day in the (IFFSET COIN (055 Maneuvers a Tense Pressure Drama 
history of radio. The events broadcast from 6 a. m. to midnight that 


day were, from the viewpoint of world history in the making, without 























+ 
precedent, not only for broadcasting, but perhaps for newspaperdom Ee : { 
during the current century. The Switch By HOBE MORRISON 
Listeners during this 18-hour stretch heard: Features Costing Over $800,- oi nti The behind-the-scenes story of the 
1. Declaration of war against Germany by Britain and France, ‘ | actor-stagehand union = settlement 
2. British Empire hookup for address by the King of England. 000 to Be Pruned to Profit WINS, New York, treated lis- | was a tense pressure struggle. It all 
3. Speech by Premier Neville Chamberlain. Basis — Studios Immedi- teners last Thursday GI Baiove 4 | came to a head early Sunday morn- 
4. Speech by President F. D. Roosevelt 1 Cc bi Cc rare one of reverse ; nglish, ing (3) in Hollywood. But exactly 
5. Speech by Premier Mackenzie King of Canada. ately ; urbing Contro- “a ie nenaataegpecned said: ‘eto | What caused the stagehand leaders to 
6. News of the torpedoing of a transatlantic liner. versial or Anti-U. S. in ‘wa aan ei eed oy oa |reverse their previous stand—an 
ee eee ae an: al * —sti asn’ 
Neutrality Themes fourth race at Narragansett.’ bupt about-face—still hasn't been 


completely learned. The whole 











story may never be known. 
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Hollywood, Sept. 5. | performers parent union, to form a 
More Dramatists to Prod. Own Plays' Retrenchment policy was hurried- ¢ MEN OTHER | working agreement with the United 
ae 
3 














ly instituted throughout the major | Studio Technicians’ Guild, the CIO- 
studios here on Monday (4) as result 








financed independent union which 

lalate Silla dias ’ of the outbreak of war in Europe. has pean making inroads on the In- 

The greatest dearth of stage play, Arthur Hammerstein With all theatres boarded up in Eng- ternational Alliance of Theatrical 

scripts in 50 years exists today, ac-| — land and film exhibition virtually e¢ IJ 5 GROUPS | Stage Employees (stagehands) in 
cording to a veteran legit producer, Is Now an Inventor |a_ standstill throughout the Conti- ele | Hollywood. 

who suyy shat goes for London, Paris, putas ‘Stameisdiain ae | nent, Hollywood is making every ef- While the Four A Ss _— rushing 

Vienna nd Budapest as much as for etiua on 6 ; SY eae legit pro- | fort to backtrack on expensive pro- — penne ~~ melt sree og meetings 

Broadway. That opinion is definitely dud has. as a hobby the inven- | duction on which it is physically im- Washingt: Sept. § Sunday night (3) on New York and 

managerial, and is not shared in by pea bug. Maas of his gadgets, teat possible to earn costs without the | ashington, Sept. 5. = oat mere cnt ——, — 

aufhors at all. lever, are too technical. Currently maretgn marnet. | Rapprochment between offended 'eé ‘i agreement wou 2e 


Many major companies during the | Justice Department bureaus and signed that day; that rs general actor 
past year issued contracts carry- | strike of all show business would be 
. . ha : ing clauses that, in case of war in- called yesterday (Tuesday); and that 
to dig up Anancial backing for their g box, with a razor blade so placed | volving Statin States, England | week by Will Hays during a quick! an alliance with the CIO would be 
the showmen are told that some of quite serious about it and thinks it | of cancellation. It is not know wooed oe agargne ste — meee >i at he : a lals undoubtedly heard the 
the production money is already as- critt einem sven om curately how m any such termers are ne Gia os a peers a They also must have known 
sured. m ' tie “spell "th Sidi ea eee taal in force, but it is believed they are, . rage ; *. va \ gent — = ing that the 4 [0 had made definite over- 

With scripts rejected, even under Pe se om erg me doled sean numerous, ° ay i a Oe anes oad leit tures, including a huge war chest, to 
such conditions, it is predicted that a] ne for the forthcoming season Edw ard Small is said to oe the ciate ry *s aber sat ~ — 5a ar the Four A's, And they 
a number of dramatists will com- sia a tit aia ; first procucer to actually abandon ot ‘ a vinewi-octclegpe, 5 papi ob 

: ei production of several pictures which | treatment of gangsters, G-men and bie) _ 
bine to produce their own plays. 


Whe wiitiamiak te eradinated an 0 | were to have gone into work within | Federal prisons. 

> ove - } ‘edicatecd { tne } | . ty , 4 Qc 

vuece — tl % mt, wright c *s the next three months. | In past few years, red on N y \) P k 

" hi bs Pe od , t “ iy th “ l h Warner Bros. has deferred start, been piqued over certain Holly- . . ponsor $ ac age 
ch proved last seaso at suc 


. ‘TT , r 7Arei es tes nmneratinne Ba. 
of production on ‘Underground’ and wood versions of its operations. Ex- 
activity by dramatists can be suc- 


— 
e ful Pointed out that the idea ; ‘Bishop Who Walks with God,’ aggeration and misrepresentation has Shows Put Commercial 
eSS . ointed 0 ‘ . ea 1s 10 ~harge oceasi : by Yy- 
not j Engl 1 here thet which have an anti-Hitler theme. To | been charged on occasions by sev 
) WwW y anda, rher re ' om” ia eee hile « ee 
h pgs - —_— } — . + : elWJe avoid any conflict with the neutral- | eral potent officials, while changes 
ave seen any number of actor- P 


PI Televisi 
managers, if not dramatist-managers ity laws, it is possible that the pix | in finished product have been made gs on e evision 
agers, ‘amatist-managers 


There is a trend among play-;he is working on a simple gadget, 
wrights, established and otherwise, | consisting of a ball of string within 


| Hollywood studios was sought last 


likewise 


(Continued on page 16) 








|may be set back indefinitely. All| not a few times in response to out- Ee 
i is understood that George S he |studios are steering cleat of any |Taged executives. One recent fea- Prohibited by FCC regulations 
Kaufman and Moss Hart propose Frank Ferris, formerly with Grand | films propagandizing for or against| ture drew fire which resulted in! gpom elias cumnaenial eon ye 
(Continued on page 42) National and Educational Pictures, | aq foreign country leletion of certain scenes for the! television broadcasts, RCA has 
tiaeiniieanpas te ‘ Inc., will produce a series of films in Sam Goldwyn has suspended pro- | Washington show Ing, but the offend- | nevertheless opened the way to plugs 
ss ‘ Spain for international distribution. | duction of ‘Raffles’ because of the ae shots rep rhereaed were nes Cc . ‘in for advertisers. By bringing in a 
Sinc Lewis Squawks } Pictures will be financed by the! withdrawal of David Niven fr ym the — cu “Ss. x we eets of — N45 package show and paying for the 
Chase National Bank which has con-! cast. A British subject, Niven is| riled the department. [This issue talent, sponsors are enabled to get 
y “St he t’ T | siderable funds tied up tn Spain and | understood about to join his nation’s details Hollywood’s thumbs-down * advertising on the visio lanes 
. S. raw a erm has been unable to withdraw them | colors. |} henceforth on gangster pix], First to take advantage of the set- 
ve ° because of Franco government regu- Cut Top Stars’ Salaries? . ; ip is Andrew Geller’s Shoes. It has 
As Legit Derogation lations keeping currency in the All Hollywood on Sunday divided a regular 15-minute program in New 
ee |country to aid in reconstruction) its time between listening to war FORD DOING A COHAN York (reviewed in this issue of 
Clinton, Conn., Sept. 5. program. | bulletins and masterminding how the VARIETY) On Wednesdays at 12:45 


; ; F Spanish government, however, is ‘studios would face operation under p.m. Consists of interviews by 
Sinclair Lewis, doing a _ week’s!. : é‘ : 5 a i ; : 
stand in ‘Our T = t the Playt in favor of home industry stimula-|the new _ circumstances. Agents | George Ross, New York World- 
Stand in ‘Our Town’ at the Playhouse : , oa chad Mama * cate | Ri a + 

> . and has agree 0 ‘ rail- | showed great concern, with opinion Since Telegram columnist, of Broadway 
here, has a mild beef on what he | ton and has agreed to make av = : : ° J 


’ ' ie 
considers disrespect by the press re-| 4¥/¢ 1,000,000 peseta ($250,000) credit ihe ea 3 Cian | Detroit, Sept. 5. Sra _— i 
garding summer theatres. Writer-| immediately for Ferris to Start pro- | asked Py . ete Pisa de a ae When Henry Ford returns his Sun- ware other similar s — ave 
thesp claims that derogatory terms. | duction. Latter expects to sail for — beg i wer oe of tne day evening symphony series to nb put on in the past, we they 
such as strawhats, cowbarns, hay-| Spain shortly and will take with him antic ‘pase . ore of sevenue. sg, | CBS, Sept. 24, he will confine his list were by ; regular NBC radio ac- 
lofts, ete., have a bad effect on the | a Mexican film director. Bs eee fg yen aneae pe ith of guest artists to American singers. counts. Geller is the arst complete 
prestige that summer theatres have Chase Bank is reported to have oer dorciagginn | = ‘oe we Pro- He will even ask that these artists er to be given a a cuffo 
been working to acquire. |demanded a guaranteed releasing ; GUCCTS hedeaby pa age d to agridy! yo* try to restrict their repertoires as television time. Penn Tobacco, a 

In view of the importance of these | outlet through a U. S. major dis- | Misnt Cape: # eee Will Hays to hear much as possible to classical music radio account, has been getting its 
Spots, Lewis feels they should be|tributor as well as a cash advance him outline the foreign situation as ¢omposed by Americans. plugs on a visio vox-pop on Friday 


played up more in keeping with the against delivery of negatives. This | %s aides understand it. Already booked for four appear- nights. , 

established legit field. To substan-| was turned down, however, release| It is reported that producers will | ances each on the series are Grace RCA thereby is ducking the FCC 
tiate this thought he offers a three- depending on quality requirements. | be asked to adopt a uniform plan Moore, Gladys Swarthout, Marian regulation forbidding time sales on 
point argument to show just where! If the Chase experiment is suc- | for individual and collective adjust-| Anderson, Lawrence Tibbett, Rich- the experimental television licenses 
the press is doing its greatest dam-| cessful, way may be indicated to ments. New basic wage scales pro- ard Crooks and John Charles thus far granted. It is giving the 


age. other film companies with money | viding increases for labor and me- Thomas. It will be the first time broadcasters experience in handling 

Firstly, there’s the ‘name’ situation. | tied up in Spain to arrange similar | chanics, which it is said were that a sponsor has sought to put a advertising when and if the Gover n- 

Jespite the number of names who nt a a as the quickest planned for later tl! month, will nationalistic stamp on a program of Peageee 11 itory body makes it legal, 
(Continued on page 8) means of thawing frozen assets (Continued on page 6) this type. RCA explall 
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Crisinal Action on Fox-W.C. Consent 
Violation More Proof That U.S. Not 
In Any Mood to Dicker With Pix 


Washington, Sept. 5. 
Even if he got around to begging 
President Roosevelt to call off the 
Federal hounds making life tough 
for the film industry, Will Hays ap- 
parently has little hope of smooth- 


ing the way for the major com- 
panies under fire from the Justice 


Department or the individuals being 
harassed by the Internal Revenue 
Bureau. That is the conclusion of 
observers who sounded out the va- 
rious Government agencies after the 
head of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors of America 
paid an unadvertised call at the 
White House a week ago (28). 

Any likelihood that the U. S. Com- 
merce Department will make efforts 
to work out a trade practice code 
that would satisfy the Justice De- 
partment was ruled out by com- 
ments of spokesmen for both agen- 
cites. Meanwhile, the filing of 
criminal contempt citations against 
13 companies and 54 individuals in 
Los Angeles was regarded as def- 
inite proof the New Dealers have 
gone so far that no truce is possible. 

The Commerce Department, which 


has been ‘studying’ statistics and 
other factual information collected 


from various quarters for several 


weeks, was distinctly surprised at 
the suggestion it might become a 
buffer. Officials emphasized that, 
while Secretary Hopkins and his 


brain trust are anxious to be of aid 
to the industry, they will not be in 
a position for many more weeks to 
offer concrete suggestions or even 
receive any proposals. Furthermore. 
their primary concern is to smooth 
out difficulties that are holding up 
economic progress, not the 
of legal feuds. No date is set even 
yet for further meetings between 
Prof. Willard Thorp, the chief Hop- 
kins adviser, and representatives of 


settling 


majors, affiliated exhibitors and in- | 
dependent producers and_ theatre- | 
owners. 


So Far, No Dice 
So far the Commerce Department 


has had little success in solving any 
trade practice troubles. Although 
four or five industries have been 


asked to lay their. difficulties before 
the economic clinic, results have 
been conspicuously meagre. In the 
case of one business, the pacifiers 
have thrown up their hands. 
Revealing he had seen Hays dur- 
ing the industry leader’s brief visit, 


Attorney General Murphy insisted 
there is no change in the Justice 
Department’s plans. Subject of 
trade practices, anti-trust suits and 
other broad problems in which his 
owen are concerned was never 
even mentioned at the short parley, 
+ ea a stated. Nor has any word 


came from the White 
off or slow down. 


House to lay 


‘Not Even James Roosevelt’ 


The general view here is the Fed- 


*ral Government has gone so far 
that nobody can save the industry 
lots of grief, principally in the 
form of trials and preparation for 


court proceedings. Not even 
Roosevelt, who is given a much 
better chance than Hays of being a 
successful fixer. The anti-film cru- 
sade now has become the 
portant part of the 
against monopolies—far overs 
ing the assault on the oil industry 
and it must be fought to a finish, 
even if the Government loses. That's 
the way the situation shapes up to 
veteran watchers. 

The contempt action in Los An- 
geles should be conclusive proof that 
Prof. Thurman Arnold, assistant at- 
torney general in charge of trust- 
busting, is determined to go through, 
observers declare. It’s so unusual as 
to be sensational for the Justice De- 
partment to seek criminal penalties 
for individuals who welch on their 
promises. And the fact that a two- 
year probe preceded the filing of the 
complaint shows the Justice people 
feel the West Coast situation is 
pretty serious. 

Significant Move 

Use of this weapon in Southern 
California had even more signifi- 
cance. It was recalled that so far 
Arnold has preferred to launch 
equity proceedings to correct sit- 
uations which he feels are contrary 
to the public interest and has ex- 
plained the department believes no 
sound purpose would be 
merely by jailing individuals 


James 


most im- 
general arive 


hadow- 


served 


But 


in seeking either fines or sentences 
for the heads of the various cor- 
porations involved in the Fox-West 
Coast case he has served notice on 
the industry the D. J. is not merely 
playing in the four injunctions so 
far docketed. The willingness to 
crack down was regarded as an ad- 
monition to the majors that the 
equity proceedings will be pressed 
aggressively. 

In explaining his motives, Arnold 
declared that the Justice Department 
wants to compel respect for consent 
decrees, while another major goal is 
‘to recreate a situation in which the 
independent exhibitors may com- 
pete on equal terms’ with the favored 
circuit. There appears little doubt 
he wanted to dramatize the serious- 
ness of the New York action and the 
supplemental suits against three sets 
of sectional chaiiis. 

Reviewing the 1930 action which 
led to the consent decree, the trust- 
buster emphasized that the defend- 


| sized 


Wednesday, September | 6, + 1939 
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| ESTIMATE FILM EARNINGS 


| Poor's Survey on Petentialities of 
Four Issues 

| Consolidated Film Industries will 
|show approximately $1.70 earnings 
'on the preferred and a deficit of 
about 25c on common for 1939, ac- 
cording to Poor's Survey. Further 
payments against preferred stock 
arrears is a possibility, reflecting an 
increased volume of printing and 
developing business. 


rvow 


Annual report of Technicolor, Inc., 
is expected to show earnings of 
around $1 on the common. Cash 
position is good and_ production 
schedules for °39-40 will result in a 
greater volume of contracts than the 
previous year. Whether this gain 


will be reflected in a proporionate 
rise in earnings is uncertain, since 


production costs have gone up. 

Afga-Ansco 1939 earnings should 
exceed $2 on common with a fair- 
dividend in prospect. Elimi- 
nation of loans due the parent com- 
pany through preferred stock issu- 
| ance under the recent merger, should 
prove beneficial. 

Earnings’ of 
Equipment Co. 
| timated in excess of $1 on the capi- 
| tal shares. Company expects a sub- 
stantial increase in business 
half of 1939 when theatre construc- 
tion and renovation activity begins. 


General Theatres 





ants surrendered, agreeing to the in- | 


‘junction against ‘this conspiracy’ to 
restrict competition in the Los An- 


geles area. He referred to the flood 
of squawks from Southern California 
indies, remarking that the depart- 
ment finally launched ‘a comprehen- 
sive field investigation’ which led 
agents into the offices of virtually 
every company. 

‘In the course of the investigation, 
considerable evidence has been de- 
veloped indicating that seven major 
distributors have given to Fox-West 

(Continued on page 45) 
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Murphy's Huddle 
In L.A. to Cover 


Film Situation 


—_————— 





Washington, Sept. 

Conference about resul’‘s so far of 
the investigation launched in Los 
Angeles three weeks ago were 
planned this week by Attorney Gen- 
eral Murphy. While on the Coast 
for a political speech he will review 
with Charles H. Carr, his special 
assistant, evidence accumulated on 
alleged racketeering, tax eva- 
sion, conspiracy to stifle unions, 
practices, 

Preliminary reports have been re- 
ceived from Carr 
work, Murphy said Thursday (31). 
No hint whether the special sleuth 
has struck pay-dirt. When asked 
whether it is certain yet that evi- 
dence will be laid before a grand 
jury later this month, the A. G. re- 
marked significantly he will see Carr 
v hile in Los Angeles the end of the 
week, 


labor 
and 


traae 





Al Christie Digging 
B.R. for Eastern Prod. 


Al Christie, former 
shorts producer, is currently at- 
tempting to set the financing of a 
series of features to be turned out in 
the east. 

Eastern Service Studios at Astoria, 
L. I., which would be used for the 
production, is understood willing to 
advance a portion of the coin. 


Educational 


“}only U 


since he began | 


‘Speculation Trend 
In War Stocks Hits 





| Selling of stocks, other than ‘war- 
baby’ shares, the last three days last 
week swept a large group of amuse- 
;ment stocks and bonds to 
prices this year. Declines were not 
so much in fear of decreased earn- 
ings as the desire of market traders 
to shift from them into inflationary 
shares. These included food stocks, 
| packing company issues, steels and 
expecting the European 
conflict to improve their business. 
Some of the hardest hit film stocks 
were off six points or more at one 
juncture last week. Loew’s common, 
always an active leader among 
/amusement shares, slid to new low 
ground for 1939 and then recovered 
pare of loss. Twentieth-Fox com- 
non was off several points at one 
time. Typical of the desire to get 
out of el issues, always ne- 
glected on inflationary moves, were 
the severe losses chalked up by 
many film company 
stocks, including Paramount 
preferred, 20th-Fox, 
and others. Universal 


all others 


first 
preferred, 


while 
bonds, 


bucked the trend for a 
then slid back. Picture 


change, 
and 


also rated as having no potentialities | 


in an inflationary drive, suffered 
large losses. 

Trend indicates the greatest weak- 
ness in issues of companies having 
, theatre operations abroad and those 
bound to be affected also by any 
substantial dip in distribution income 
in Great Britain and France. Traders 
obviously were dubious over the 


ability of picture companies to main- | 


| tain present earnings. 

However, considerable weakness 
was attributed to the desire by the 
trading fraternity to shift into shares 
with patent inflation prospects. Mar- 
ket vets did not anticipate a con- 
tinued decline in amusement shares, 
however, even hinting that the play 
in inflationary wartime stocks might 

hift to the amusements. 


‘Becky’ on Her Way 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 


‘Rebecca’ rolls at Selznick-Inter- 


national tomorrow (Wed.), Gladys 
Cooper playing the femme lead op-| 
posite Laurence Olivier. 

British actress was a last-minute 


‘addition to the cast. 





Other News of 


Interest to Films 





AFRA-RWG huiddle.............. 
Hedda Hopper’s peeve. 
‘Pinnochio’ air scrap. 


SAG sets 672 film neato for vale 


NAB. nixes RKO’s radio publicity 
War worries U. S. radio biz 
Rudy 


Broad 


fig i” re 


iway ‘s 


SME SOR vad vis dstsonsas 5 63% 





Extend Wrigley-RKO-Lasky show 
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Amus. Issues Hard 


lowest | 
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Can Mean Jail Sentences 





aome of the most 
jailed for ~ hag pce oy 


lieu of that, 


rather than the executives. 


It is up to the California courts to decide whether or no the vio] 
tions are sufficiently serious to warrant punishment of this sort. In 
fines which might total into the thousands ; 

posed, although in that case, the fines would be against the comp 


Officials of the Department of Justice in N. Y., commenting off the 
record on the criminal actions started against the majors by the Gov. 
ernment, for alleged violation of the Fox-West Coast consent dec ree, 
declared that = the U. S. win its action, it is very possible that 
mpertant executives in the film industry mi: 


ay be 
jlae 


san be im- 


ables 








Despite War; 








FREEMAN BACK TO 


for this year are es- | 


| In behalf of the Paramount studio 
facing various important production 
problems, now heightened by the 
| outbreak of war, Y. Frank Freeman, 
| in charge of the plant, left yesterday 
(Tues.) for the Coast. He had been 
east a week conferring with Par 
home office executives, including 
Barney Balaban and members of the 
theatre department, on current pro- 
| ducing problems, the world situation, 
| budgets, fall film-making plans, pol- 
icy, etc. 

This was Freeman's second trip 
|east since taking over the reins at 
the studio, a prior first trip having 
been for the purpose principally of 
closing a permanent partnership deal 
with E. J. Sparks over Florida the- 
'atres on which he had started nego- 
tiations as theatre department head 
several months previous. 


oo - —_— 


Extras $400,000 
Ahead of Last Yr. 





preference | 
Warner Bros, | 


shares listed on the stock ex- | 


Near All Time Hi 


Hollywood, Sept S. 
Film extras earned $400,000 more 
during the first eight months of 1939 
ithan they did in the same 
Wages totaled 


average is 


period 
$1,598,745. 
maintained for re- 
it will set an 

atmosphere 


| last year. 
If the 
| maining four 
| all-time 
players. 
Figures 


months, 
high for 


released bv the Screen 


Actors Guild show a total of 211.966 
placements, compared with 173,956 
for the first e ght months of 1938 
June was the high month, with 34,946 


jobs passed out by Central C 
Following is a month-by 
comparison of placements: 


asting 


month 


1938 1939 
Jan., 15,655 Jan., 21,253 
| Feb., 23,226 Feb., 25,280 


March, 15,326 March, 24,204 


| April, 18,531 April, 22.918 
| May, 23,958 May, 27,596 
| June, 27,418 June, 34,946 
| July, 29.318 July, 32,229 
| Aug., 20,524 Aug., 23,540 


WB’s Triple Qeawh 


Hollywood, Sept. 5 
| Warners picked 
| Ann Sheridan, first 
gerous 
j Other two are 
‘Married, Pr@®tty 
Starrer with 


three stories for 
hich is ‘Dan- 
tarrer., 
“Torrid Zone’ 
and Poor,’ 


Raft. 


SAILINGS’ 


Sept. 6 (Rio de 
York), Sam E. 
Sept. 2 (San 
lulu), Jeff 
Canada). 
Sept. 1 (London to 
Jane Baxter (lle de France). 
Aug. 31 (London to New 
| Herbert Yates, Gene Autry. 
| Saal (Manhatt ; 


of 


Curves,’ a solo s 
and 
co- 
George 


Janeiro to 
Morris (Brazil). 
Francisco to Hono- 
Lazarus (Empress of 


| New 
| 
' 
| 
! 


New York) 


York), 
William 


an), 


(At the Port of New York) 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry M. Warner, 
Mona Barrie, Tyrone Power, Anna- 


kin Banning, Norma Shearer, Grace 
Moore, Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., Lady 
| Ashley (Mrs. Fairbanks), Mr. and 
| Mrs, Bob Hope, 
| Edna Best, Mr. and 
Robinson. 





Mrs. Edward G. 


| bella, 1. A. R. Wylie, Margaret Cul- | 


Madeleine Carroll, | 


COAST PAR STUDIO eportea this week 


which 


Canadian Film Selling Apace 
Other Product Deals 


+ 
vr 
| 


Montreal, 
Film salesmen for 


Sept. 5. 
major 
that exhibitors 
are buying product for the new sea- 
son as usual, anticipating normal, or 
better, business despite the war 


distribs 


in 
the mother country is in- 
volved, 

That their expectations wil! be ful- 


| filled is given weight by experience 


following the outbreak in 1914. It is 
believed show business, on a whole, 
will lose little by the trouble abroad. 


I is possible that many theatres 


|may drop double features either be- 


|cause of a cut in 


Hollywood pro- 
duction or an eventual shortage of 
manpower. 

Walter Thompson, publicity direc- 
tor of the Canadian National Rail- 
ways, has been named chief censor 
by the government. He will 
for duration of war, a central 
sorship organization established to 
control information via films, 
telephone and telegraph. 

Thompson is a veteran newspaver- 
man with a wide acquaintance in 
the United States. He handled pub- 
licity for the American tour of the 
King and Queen of England during 
the spring 


ing. 


head, 


len 


radio, 


Radio Kept "Em Home 
Winnipeg, Sept. § 
Film men had an excellent chance 
to observe the effects on the box- 
office of a European war or ¢ Is 
this city 
Houses 


n 
during the past 


in all parts of the city took 


cen 


a beating at the gate, some reporte 
Ing as much as a 25° dip. However, 


they admit that biz is 
working back to normal. 

In all cases, theatre men state 
slump was noticed the minute radio 
Stations started pumping out fi: 
on the European situation. Potential 
customers remained 
their radios. 

On 


gradually 


home, glued to 


the other hand 


i ( . Ons 
in this area note an improvement of 
Dusiness, rather than a drop off. How- 
ever, they state this has been going 
on for some weeks and new accounts 


are continually coming in regardless 


Both CKY and CJRC admitted local 
spot business had been affected to 
sone extent, but not very not 


iCat IN, 
as one official stated. 


Mono Rep Deals 
George W. Weeks 


has closed 


Monogram product deals with Inter- 
State and Texas Consolidated The- 
atres, Atlanta; Cumberland Amuse- 
ments, Tenn.; Forkey Circuit, Mass 
John Keogh, Los Angeles: Baehr 
Bros., Minneapolis, and Hal! Indus- 
tries, Inc., Dallas 

Republic has closed fo ts pic- 
tures to play in 50 Warners’ Pacifie 
Coast Circuit houses. J. R. Grainger 
Porte Major, Grover C. Parsons and 
Francis Bateman sat in. 

Distribs Sue Indie 
Minneapolis, Sept. 5 


When Richard Latshaw 
Hamline theatre in St. Paul he failed 
to pay for pictures which he had 
bought but failed to show. accord- 
ing to allegations of four local dis- 
tributors, 

The distributors are suing 
shaw to collect on the contracts, 


sold his 


Lat- 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Harry Ackerman | John Hicks, Jr, 
Nate Blumberg B. J. Kalen 
Herbert Drake Al Kaufiean 
Minnie Dupree Arthur Loew 
Arthur Ebenstein Alice Duver Miller 
William Fox Irving Mills 
George Frank W. FL Rodgers 
fiosse J. Goidherg Edward Sehellhorna 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Annabella Henry: Jaffe 
M Armstrong Tytrooe Power 
john Beal George Ratt 
John Kmery 
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PIX TAKES BOW! - 


ON LOW COSTS 
OF DISTRIB. 


Publication of a quasi-Govern- 
mental report last week showing 
average cost of distribution of all 
types of products in the United 
States to be 59% is leading the film 
execs, harried by Department of 
Justice charges, to do some pointing 
with pride. Average distribution 
cost in the motion picture industry 
is only 26%. 

‘This report proves better than any 
other answer we can make to the 
Government monopoly suit that we 
have achieved an intelligent and 
efficient distribution system,’ a lead- 
ing industry official said yesterday. 

He pointed out that it is this sys~- 
tem, worked out over a period of 
years, that enables an exhibitor to 
buy for $7.50 or $10 the use of a 
product which cost perhaps $1,000,- 
000 to make and of which the print 
itself costs $250. 

System allows the most complete 
possible use of the product to bring 
the cost down to a minimum for 
each user, it was said. On the other 
hand, it was declared, while oranges 
sell at six dozens for a quarter in 
California and thousands of tons rot | 
on the ground, they are luxuries in | 
practically every other state, because 
of failure to achieve an efficient dis- 
tributing system. 








Passage of an anti-block booking 
bill would raise film distributing 
costs from the present 26% to 42- 
45%, it is claimed. 


MONOGRAM’S $41,641 
NET PROFIT, SIX MOS. 


| 








Annual report of Monogram Pic- | 
tures Corp. for 26-week period from | 
Jan. 1 to June 30, 1939, shows a gross | 
operating profit of $333,120 and a 
net of $41,641. Since Mono has | 
changed its fiscal year from Dec. 31 | 
to end on June 30, this is the first | 
report since the change was author- | 
ized last January. 

In the report W. Ray Johnston, 
president, advises stockholders that | 
in the six months just closed num- | 
ber of contracts reached total of 
6,700, as against 6,108 for the previ- 
ous fiscal period. Company’s busi- 
ness in the United Kingdom showed 
a marked increase over the last six 
months of 1938. 

In computing the earnings state- 
ment, it is revealed that Monogram 
is now amortizing its output on a 
basis of a 78-week perio’ after re- 
lease date. 

In connection with recent $225,000 | 
bank loan from the Guaranty Trust 
Co., under the bank agreement Mono 
has pledged a number of its nega- | 
tives as collateral. Film receipts as | 
collected are to be de »osited in a 
trustee bank account and no funds 
permitted to be withdrawn for oper- 
ating expenses without permission 
from Guaranty. Loan is being re- 
paid at the rate of $25,000 per month, 
first payment being due 90 days from 


cate of the loan | 
2 2k iO0an. | 


Pathe Laboratories, Inc., a prior 
creditor to Guaranty, has agreed to 
Subordinate its first lien position in 


respect of $172,415, to that of the 
bank, 


Long Time in Saddle 


Gene Autry has a lot of riding to | 
do when he returns from London, | 
with three pictures on his Republic | 
Schedule in 60 days. Idea is to clear 
his slate before reporting to 20th- 











Al ‘ a P 3 
Fox for his one-picture commitment ‘he directed ‘Intermezzo’ for David 


with Shirley Temple. | 
Three sagebrushers are ‘Rovin’ 
Tumbleweeds,’ ‘Down By the Old 
Mill Stream’ and ‘Grand Old Opry.’ 
Roy Rogers gets off his horse and 
Plays a straight role for the first 
time 
tomorrow (Wed.) at Republic. 
the smounted Cowboy co-stars with | 
®@ Weaver Bros. and Elviry. 


| almost complete 








With that characteristic keen regard for the 
proper dramatic touch at what is known as the 
psychological moment, the threatened ‘war’ be- 
tween the 4 A’s, representing the acting and 
singing talent of the theatre, films, vaudeville 
and radio, and the IATSE, organization of 
stage employes and film operators, has been 
called off by both factions, and replaced by a 
peace agreement of deep emotional content, 
consistent with theatrical tradition, 

In other words, the American amusement 
industry has escaped from a devastating inter- 
union battle, and has rescued itself from a pre- 
dicament, which, if permitted to take its full 
course, would have tossed the entire entertain- 
ment business into a bitter and- prolonged 
struggle. 

The cheer that boomed through the lobby of 
the Hotel Astor, New York, on Sunday night 
(3) when Frank Gillmore announced to 4,000 
4-A members the amicable outcome of last 
minute peace negotiations, was a mixture of 
joy and a sigh of relief. A threatened strike 
was no longer in prospect. Friendship, good 
will and fellowship were established with the 
TATSE. An 8:45 p.m. enemy had become an 
ally at 8:50. 

Reviewing all that has taken place over the 
past two vears in the relations between the IA 
and the several actor union groups, it was 
inevitable that discordant issues sooner or 
later would reach the point of impasse, de- 
manding full and complete settlement. That 
the negotiating groups, representing both op- 
posing factions, had the good sense, patience 
and authority to iron out differences and reach 
a clear line of jurisdictional demarcation 
prompts commendation from members of all 
factions. 

A theatrical union war, heightened by em- 
ploye strikes in theatres, film studios and 
radio broadcasting, would be little short of 
tragic. To have taken place at the very mo- 


| ment of tense public feeling and deep concern 


over the cataclysmic events in Europe would 
have paralyzed a vital American institution— 
the amusement industry. It just couldn’t hap- 
pen. Yet how close to actuality it was is well 
known to principals and thousands of union 
members. 


Gillmore made a plea that show people now 
should turn their backs on the past and look 
towards the future, that bygones should be 
bygones, and that the theatre, in all its branch- 
es and ramiulications should strive for a new 
goal. His remarks along these lines were 
greeted with quite as much enthusiasm as the 
announcement of satisfactory settlement of the 
jurisdictional issues. And well they might, 
because the entertainment world, within and 


outside, faces critical and complicated prob- 


lems. 

In the legitimate field there is required an 
overhauling and reconstruc- 
tion of the commercial structure in order that 
the artistic forces may be put to useful and 
profitable work. A glance at legitimate book- 


| ings, carried weekly in VARIETY, presents the 


Ratoff Ends Rest Cure, LAUREL, HARDY SCOUT |Court Upholds Brown’s 
~~ COIN FOR OWN FILMS 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 


Directs ‘Daytime Wife’ 





Hollywood, Sept. 5. 


unhappy picture of a branch of entertainment 
that has contracted almost to the diminishing 
point, except for a handful of attractions in 
New York, with occasional lightings of the- 
atre marquees in Chicago, Boston, Philadel- 
phia, Los Angeles and San Francisco. A 
mighty art-industry, with unfulfilled promises 
of employment for thousands, is in desperate 
straits. Responsibility for this sad plight does 
not rest entirely with theatrical union labor, 
but any material and lasting betterment of con- 
ditions must spring from within the organized 
theatre groups, or an institution that should 
be a strong factor in American life will con- 
tinue to fade into insignificance. 


With harmony between the creative and act- 
ing talent on one hand, and studio union labor 
on the other, there is bright hope that enlight- 


' 


U.S. MOTHERS NIX CRIME PIX 


NOW THAT IT’S ALL OVER 


H'WOOD THROUGH 
WITH GANGSTERS 


Studios Called to Time by 
Parent- Teachers Assns. 
After Other Desists 
Ignored — Keep Kids Out 
of Theatres 








MUSICALS, COMEDIES 





By BOB MOAK 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Hollywood's cra of crime pictures 
has faded into an inglorious dissolve. 





ened leadership will aid the film industry 
through a period, the complexities and prob- 
lems of which no one at the moment can ac- 
curately analyze. Hollywood’s film industry 
has grown on the bounties of a world market. 





Springing up as its successor is a 
cycle of co:nedies and comedy- 
| dramas. to say nothing of a return 
| of musicals. 

That is the way American moth- 


Its production schedules and cost sheets antici- | ers would have it. 


pate revenues from countries now at war. To 
what extent production will necessarily be cur- 
tailed to cope with the new conditions none 
can accurately gauge at the moment. It ts 
fortunate that the immediate future is not fur- 
ther darkened by a strike and its consequent 
drain upon the industry’s resources. But there 
is readjustment to be made in Hollywood. Of 


that there should not be the slightest doubt. | 


As for the variety and vaudeville artists, 
what of them? And what of their field of op- 
eration, once so broad and lucrative, and now 


confined to night clubs, cafes, hotels and out-| 


door amusements? It is just one more dra- 
matic item in the general script that the threat- 
ened union strife originated with a branch of 
endeavor that is scarcely a shadow of its for- 
mer healthy and prosperous self. Now that 
the status of the variety artist has Leen defined, 
so that he takes his place in union ranks with 
his more fortunate brothers in the other 
branches, just what will be done for him? 
Union membership, without employment and 
the hope of economic progress, is a hollow 
privilege. 

From within, not from without, must come 
leadership that will reclaim the rightful place 
for the workers in the American entertainment | 
industry. A divided and strife-torn structure | 
promises nothing. Single purposed determinia-| 
tion to create something strong is the hope of 
the future, the outstanding constructive ele- 
ment in the settlement of recent differences. 


Hard as the road has been thus far, the path 


ahead presents equally difficult obstacles to be | 


met and overcome, 


For the first time in the history of American 
amusements there is cohesion among the rank 
and file of its workers. 

The 4 A’s now 
sponsibility—not only to its members, but to 
the industry and the public as well. How the 
organization meets that challenge will be the 
test of its right to its present position. 





Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 


faces an extraordinary re- 


Walkout on Percenter 


Gregory Ratoff has been assigned 
to direct ‘Daytime Wife,’ the Tyrone 
Power-Linda Darnell co-starrer, due 
to roll Sept. 11 at 20th-Fox. 

Ratoff recently emerged from a 
Santa Barbara sanitarium where he 
had been taking rest treatment since 


O. Selznick. 





Col.’s ‘Page’ Replate 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 


Bankrolling for their own pictures | 
is being negotiated by Stan Laurel 
and Oliver Hardy. Comics would be 
|their own producers after pact with 
'Hali Roach expires. 

Team has three more four-reelers 
to close out their current deal. 





Heating Up the Boards 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
‘Broadway Melody of 1940’ is 
under way at Metro now, with Elea- 


Howard Hawks gets the directorial! nor Powell and Fred Astaire dancing 


‘Front Page’ at Columbia. 


in ‘Jeepers Creepers,’ rolling | job on ‘His Girl Friday,’ a replate of | before the cameras. 


Norman Taurog is directing and 


Film rolls Sept. 15, co-starring | Bobby Connolly handling the dance 


Irene Dunne and Cary Grant, 
BG 


| routines, 


Tom Brown was justified in break- 
ing an agency pact with the Small 
Co., under a ruling by Judge Henry 
M. Willis in Superior court. Agency 
had sued for $15,000. 

Court held that the agency’s fail- 
ure to procure work for the actor 
over a period of four months was 
sufficient to terminate the contract. 





King Stays at Par 


Hollywood, Sept. 53. 


Paramount has picked up Louis 
King’s director option for another 


year. 


Currently he is piloting ‘Typhoon.’ 


Be there still those who doubt the 
effectiveness of film censorship as 
|}imposed by old Judge Public Onin- 
jion, let him consider carefully the 
'fate meted out to the cops-and-rob- 
| bers yarns. By withholding from 
| their offspring the dimes and quar- 
| ters formerly passed out for use as 
theatre admissions, the mothers of 
these United States have azcom- 
plished what neither the Hays code 
administration nor state and mu- 
| nicipal blue-pencilers have been able 
to do. 

Mere mention of gangster fare to 
exhibitors nowadays draws from 
them the same degree of enthusiasm 
| with which they might greet an ap- 
|proaching epidemic. Underworld 
pics, they are loudly proclaiming, 
are currently as poisonous at the b.o, 
as dictators are to peace, 


Having too long ignored the hand- 
writing on the wall, producers are 
now engaged in a frantic search for 
new phases of entertainment, es- 
peciahy ium tneir B divisions, which 
have been, by far, the worse ofs- 
fenders from the standpoint of crime 
Output. Doing the most thorough 
about-face on underworld vehicles 
are 20th-Fox, Universal, Paramount, 
Metro, RKO and Republic. War- 
ners, which profited most from the 
now unwanted type of offering, is 
slashing its mow-‘em-down contribu- 


(Continued on page 46) 
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ACTOR-STAGEHAND SETTLEMENT AVERTS 
BITTER STRIKE; HASTENS 


Strong Three-Ply Alignment for AFL Among Talent, 
Musicians, Labor—Drastic Reorg of 4A’s to Be 
Immediate Result of Solution 


-—— 


of the battle between | 
of | 
America Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
show 
also brings 
between 


Settlement 
the Associated Actors & Artistes 


and the International 


averts a devasting 
strike, but it 
about a long-sought tieup 
the ‘big three’ unions of show busi- 
ness—the actors, stagehands and 
musicians. The settlement was made 
early Sunday morning (3) in Holly- 
wood, by telephonic communication 
with New York, following an all-| 
night series of confabs, 


not only 


business 


In joining the stagehands-musicians | 
working agreement, the Four A’s, | 
which had been on the verge of bolt- | 
ing the American Federation of La- 
bor, has solidified the AFL hold on 
the amusement industry. If this in- 
creased power is used with a sense of 
responsibility, it should have a stabil- 
izing influence on the whole show 
business setup, which has been har- 
ried for the last few years by in- 
creasing Jabor troubles. 

An immediate result of the settle- | 
ment will be a drastic reorganization | 
of the Four A’s. The ‘one big union’ | 
idea, which has been the subject of 
controversy for more than two years, 
will now become reality within a few | 
months—and with the support of vir- | 
tually all affiliated unions and the | 
various factions that had previously 
opposed the idea. 





| 
| 


According to Four A’s heads, the | 
AAAA, acting as ‘one big union,’ will | 
probably begin at once to organize | 
the vaude-nitery field on a national | 
scale, instead of merely in the few 
key cities, as has been done in the 
past. Similarly, the IATSE can) 


quickly line up all strawhat theatres, 
most of which have been non-union, 
It’s figured that with a three-way 
working agreement, the actor-stage- 
hand-musician unions can now or- 

on a scale never before pos- 
to any one of the three organ- 
izations. 


ganize 


sible 


The American Guild of Musical 
Artists may also benefit directly 
from the new alliance, as it now 
holds power to enforce its demands 


immediately through the cooperation 
of both stagehands and musicians. 
Indicated by AGMA officials that 
they will insist upon a quick solu- 
tion of the long-delayed issue 
the Metropolitan Opera 
The Guild } contract with 
the Met but never 
airticht 

The 
able 
eous 
ceri mans 
certs Corp 
ice. And 
Menuhin 
much 


45 
Sta 


hod 2 
mau @ 


past, 


as 


in the an 


union likewise 
to obtain much 


should now be 
more advantag- 
terms from the two major con- 
gemenits, Columbia Con- 
and NBC Artists Serv- 
holdouts such as Yehudi 
will undoubtedly find it 
more difficult to buck 
sehands and musicians unions 
addition to AGMA, 

In the same 
Stations 
may now 


aciors 


way, 
attered 


the 


across 


minor 
the country 
be brought into line by the 
musicians working in co- 
cperation. However, it should be 
noied that the pc f the acto1 
stagehs ttlement pertaining to 
that 
consent of 
Federation of Musi- 
cians.” There are as yet no definite 
plans for with the 
but Jitt anticipated on 
the que: an agreement 
Actual anization the Four 
ision of its const 
almost immediately. As 
nents of the ‘one big union’ 
argued from the first, the bat- 
tle with the stagehands revealed the 
necessity for greater unity,’ cohesion 
and strength in the Four A’s ranks. 
In efiect, the action of the various 
afiiliate unions in pooling their 
power in the hands of a central 
*‘sieering committee’ amounted to the 
same as ‘one big union.’ 
Furthermore. as a se} 
came imminent, each of 
pledged its entire financial resources 
lo the common cause. Under the 
circumstances, the various union 


ana 


rtion « 


the musicians, specifically states 
it is mace ‘subject to the 


the Americen 
’ 
conterences 
le difficulty is 
tion of such 
reorg 
A’ ana Te\ 
will begin 
the propo 
jdca 


of 


ious fight be- 
f the unions 


heads now feel that the question of 
working out a parity of the amounts 
in the different treasuries is now 
passe. Idea is that all money and re- 
sources be pooled almost at once and 
that as fi aS praciica! the organiZa- 
(Continued on page 46) 
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Other Showmanship 


An expanding form of show 
biz is accompanying the widely 
increasing interest in night base- 
ball, namely, the employment of 
acts and stunts to entertain the 
customers during lulls in activity 
and before the game. Its prac- 
tice that’s being used throughout 
the country, though sidelights 
are nothing new, since Al Shacht 
and Nick Altrock for vears did 
their comedy panto act in the 
majors. The former is presently 
carrying on alone, being paid by 
the leagues. 

One example of the idea is 
Ken Baker's Suicide Legion, a 
troupe that rides motorcycles 
through a flaming hoop before 
the games. This group works 
night games throughout the 
country in between dates at fairs. 
Other stunts are fungo hitting, 
base running, fife and drum 
corps, contests for throwing ac- 
curacy, ete. 








Workers 
| drivers and transportation employees 


tendance 


film. 
has 


with | 
Co, N. ¥.} 


Rroups, 
Leading Citizen’ 


the | 
in} 


radio 


AFM, | 


tution | 


PAR’S ‘CITIZEN 


SCORED AS 
ANTI-UNION 


Transport Workers Union of 
Greater New York is still agitating 
against Paramount's release of ‘Our 
Leading Citizen.’ Grounds for at- 
tack are similar to protests made by | 
other labor organizations recently | 
on the basis that film. slanders 
unions. 


As part of its campaign, Transport 


threaten to advise all 


who are union members to shun at- 
at theatres showing the 
in Hogan, union president, 
that Barney Balaban 
the picture from thea- 


Aust 
demanded 


withdraw all 


tres. 


Jerked in Wis. Capital 


Sept. 5. 


labor 
‘Ohluir 
Wut 


Madison, 
Foll« 


wing protests from 


Capiiol here } rked 
after only one 


ithe 
aay 
last week. 


SAM MORRIS’ HEART 
ATTACK IN BRAZIL 


Sam E 
Bros. 


1@art at 


Morris, 
gn aepart 
tack T ay (31) in 
Janeiro just before 
to sail for Buenos 
Warner sa 
tine, 
New 


of W 


suffe 


nead arner 


red a 
Rio 
he was due 
Aires to hold ea 
meeting In the Argen- 
Instead, Moi is sailing fo1 
York today (Wed.). 

Warner executive was reported in 


fore nent 
nursa 


de 


les 


} 


several months ago 
the U. S. for Rio. 


Ops in New Chi Dicker 


healih 
fore he left 


poo! 


Chicago. 
Motion Picture Mac} 
union here is going 
with the theatre 
scale setup for the 
Operators are asking 
crease in addition to 
the 5% cut which thev 
the past year. 
Figured here that the 


Sept. 5. 
1ine Operators 
into nes 
owners 


gotiations 
on a 
coming 
for a 10°%- in- 
the return of 
agreed-to for 


new 
vear, 


final agree- 
ment will be signatured on the basis 
of the return of the 5% slice. 


Tourneur’s OD Sleuth 


Hollywood, Sept. 5 
Carter’ does his gumshoe 
Metro under the direction of 


Tourneur. who has 


‘Nick 
work at 
Jacques 


been 
piloting shorts on the same iot 
Tourneur recently was advanced 
fre } eties to teat Inev A 


Ce me Oui’ 


Wednesdey, September 6, 
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Four Under Gun at 20th 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
At 20th-Fox, four pictures are 
lined up for a simultaneous start on 
Sept. 11. 


Quartet consists of ‘Daytime Wife,’ 


‘The City,’ ‘Everything Happens at 
Night’ and a Cisco Kid story still un- 


RKO AND 
CKLOG FOR 
HI PALACE 


_— —— 





Sept. 5. 
RKO 


Chicago, 


Release schedules of and 


| Universal exchanges here have been 


| films. 


jammed considerably by the six- 
week layoff of the RKO Palace, 
downtown showease for U and RKO 
Backlog of both of these dis- 


‘tributing offices here now includes 


some dozen pictures and it has be- 


‘come practically impossible for the 


Palace to play off this over-supply 


lof product. 


‘ready begun to sell away 
| Palace 


taxi 


has 
from the 
despite its iron-clad agree- 
ment, and even the RKO exchange 
is readying to negotiate for earlier 


is that Universal 


Result 


releases in Balaban & Kaiz down- 
town houses. 
Universal made the first step last 


week when it closed a deal to show 





| 
{ 








al- j 


‘Under-Pup’ in the B. & K. Roose- | 
velt instead of waiting for playing 
time in the Palace. Universal also 
has on hand three or four pictures 


for the Palace as it is, and is angling 
to speed up the release process in 
|some manner. ‘When Tomorrow 
Comes’ and the new Durbin flicker, 
‘First Love,’ 
here in addition to a couple more. 

Palace in order to press pictures 
through the grinder used two differ- 
ent pictures during the two-week 
run of the ‘Folies Bergere’ unit, re- 
placing ‘Career’ after one week with 
‘I Stole a Million,’ giving both RKO 
and Universal a chance on its screen. 

RKO has ready ‘Fifth Avenue 
Girl,’ but is being forced to hold that 
up for some time due to the fact that 
the other Ginger Rogers picture 
‘Bachelor Mother,’ is just completing 
a two-week stay in the house 

It so happens that both RKO and 
Universal are picture-rich at the 
present time, and it becomes increas- 








ingly difficult to squeeze all these 
pictures through the single Palace 
outlet and give each picture its 
proper playing run. 
Studio Contracts 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Metro picked up Nat Pendleton’s 
option. 

Warners renewed. Maris Wrixon’'s 
player ticket. 

Lesser Samuels inked writer deal 
at Metro. 

Fred Niblo, Jr., scripter, signed by 
Metro. 

RKO lifted John Twist's write: 
option. 

Warners signed Howard Koch, 


scripter. 


are hot on the griddle | 


20th-Fox handed Hillary Lynn new | 


writing pact. 

Superior court approved 
minor contract with Bonita 
ville. 


Gran- 


Paramount renewed Madeleine 
Carroll's pact for one year. 


Metro handed moppet contract to 
Katherine Grayson, 

David O. Selznick took up Alan 
Marshall's player option. 

Katherine Aldredge’‘s option 
hoisted by 20th-Fox 

Sen Yung inked player pact at 
20th-Fox. 

Warners handed Jerry Wald new 
writer ticket. 

Metro .signed Robert Planck for 
one year as chief cameraman. 

Warners signed Robert Kent to # 
sCripiing pact 


Metro's | 


j star 


' Vidor « 


; Tucson 


1939 


Formal Statement of Asreement 


— 





Hollywood, Sept. 5, 


Agreement ending the AAAA-IATSE dispute follows: 


‘The parties 


io tie up the entire industry. 
members, ihe employers for 
have reached an agreement 


points are: 


have been engaged in a controversy which seemed likely 

Realizing their 
whom they 
in settlement of the controvers, 


responsibility to their 
and the publie, thes 


The 


work, 


‘1. In order to prevent a recurrence of the controversy now exist- 


ing the parties agree that the IATSE and AAAA will] enter 


into an 


agreement similar to that existing between the IATSE and the Amer- 


ican Federation of Musicians. 


It is recognized that certain chances 


will have to be made to make the agreement applicable to the AAAA, 


Subject to the consent of the AFM, the AAAA will become a party 
the agreement now existing between IATSE and AFM, with whatever 


10 


revisions may be necessary to make the agreement applicable to the 


AAAA. 


‘2. The IATSE recognizes the jurisdiction of the AAAA as hereto- 
fore defined by convention action and decisions of the executive coun- 


e., that the AAAA 


has 


jurisdiction over all performers in the amusement and entertainment 


cil of the American Federation of Labor; i. 
world, 
‘3. The IATSE will 


concurrently 


revoke the charter heretofore 


granted to the American Federation of Actors. 


‘4. The IATSE will forthwith notify its locals all over the 


United 


States that the organization and the only organization having jurisdic- 


tion over variety performers is the American Guild of Variety 


and that such locals are to assist 


Artists 


AGVA in every way, and that this 


assistance shall be mutual as between AGVA and IATSE. 


withdrawn. All 


dismissed. 


litigation 


5. All contemplated strikes arising out of the controversy shall be 
between 


the parties heretofore shall be 


‘6. The AAAA will cause all its branches to lift the suspension of 
Sophie Tucker and Harry Richman. 
‘7. Neither party in the future will invade the jurisdiction of the 


other. 


‘8. AGVA will admit all present members of AFA to membership 
without payment of initiation fees and without discrimination.’ 

The agreement is dated Sept. 2 and is signed for the IATSE by John 
Gatelee and for the AAAA by Kenneth Thomson, second vice- prestneat. 








—— 


creen en Playwrights Out as Arbiters 
On Film Credits; Other Guild Moves 





KAINMANN IN TRUCE 


WITH ST. LOUIS UNION  rotent in 


St. Louis, Sept. 53 
A truce in the dispute between 
Clarence Kaimann, owner and op- 


erator of a string of North St. Louis 
nabes, and the St. Louis Theatrical 
Brotherhood was arranged last week 


+ anv 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 


Screen Playwrights are no longer 
between scripters 


This 


deals 


| and major studios, fact was 


testified that new contracts are being 


made without any reference to set- 


| brought out in the Screen Writers 
| Guild complaint hearing before the 
| National Labor Relatiens Board, 
| High-salaried scribes and agents 
| 
| 


by Circuit Judge Robert L. Aaron- 
son and pickets were withdrawn 
from the Bremen and O'Fallon, two 
of Kaimann’s nabes, The Judge, 
hearing testimony in a suit brought 
by Kaimann to restrain picketing at 
these two houses, called a huddle in 
his chambers after C. Orville New- | 
lin, sec-treas. of Local No. 6, testi- 


fied that the pickets would probably 
be taken away if Kaimann would 
meet union execs to iron out the 
differences 

A contere 
and indie ) has been 
set for Sept. 11 after Kaimann ex- 
plained he was to be married Labor 
Day. Testimony in the suit brought 
out that Kaimann, who 
members of a union affiliate as 
ticket takers and ushers, had been 
paying the union dues until Aug. 1, 
when he ceased making them and 15 
members of the union were 
pended for non-payment. In his suit 
Kaimann charged the union insisted 
he hire stagehands whom he didn’t 
need. Newlin denied this a 


nce between the union 


theatre ope: 


ators 


Ssus- 


Me and the Missus 


Hollywood. Sept. 5 
together annually, 
their separate 
he plan of Charles Laugh- 
and his wife, Elsa Lanchester. 
Their next combination will ‘The 
Admirable Crichton.’ 
Laughton is currently in 
back of Notre hatanned at RKO. 


McCrea Rs: veer 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Joel McCrea gets the ma le role op- 
posite Jean Arthur in ‘Arizona,’ Co- 
lumbia’s high-budget Technicolor 
picture which rolls on location near 
Sept. 11. 

Producer-director Wesley 
is making tint tests of his principals 
against adobe at the 
studio, 


One picture 


gardless 


ré- 
of 
ments, is 
ton 


be 


‘Hunch- 


bac kgi ounds 


MOORE IN HALL’S SPOT 


Hollywood, Sept. 5 
Moore stepped into 
in Edward Small’s 
Pago,’ replacing Jon 
named for the role. 
rolls Sept. 3. Cl 
irecting. 


Clayton 
spot 

Pago 

ily 


of Hall, | 


orig Ifle 


Picture larles 


employed | 


ssertion, | 
] 


| when working away 


commit- | 


| McHugh, Robert Montgome 


Ruggles 


the | 
‘South | 


| tlement of screen credit disputes by 
| SP. 

| Sheridan Gibney was one of the 
writers who delivered testimony 
| that he doctored a script for Para- 
mount without the SP arbitrating 
clause, Ferdinand Revher and Leon- 
lard Lee said they objected to the 
clause in their contracts Allen 
Simpson, with the Leland Hayward 
agency, testified that he did not 
know of any studio insisting on iis 
insertion. Hearing closed with ¢# 


|'torneys being granted two weeks te 


| file written briefs or to present argue 
ments before the NLRB in Wash- 
ington, 
Gifts Tabu 
Gifts by extras to directors or 


production execs were banned under 
a new rule approved by the board of 


directors of SAG. New deal was 
also endorsed by the Unit Managers 
Guild. 

Wage tilt of 25% for press agents 


from the studie 


/On overnight assignments was proe 
| vided in the new clause in the Proe 
ducer-Screen Publicists Guild cone 
tract. Agreement also ecalis fe a 
25% lift in pay for work on loca- 
won. 

Ralph Morgan, president of Screen 
Actors Guild, is up for reelectien at 
the annual b: llot Oci. l. QOiners 


nominated for another one-year 
term are James Cagney, Ist v-Pp.; 
Joan Crawford, 2d v.p.; Edward 
| Arnold, 3d v.p.; Porter Hall, treas- 
urer, and Paul Harvey, recording 
secretary. Eleven nominees for ithe 


board of directors are Walier Abel, 
James Cagney, Joan Crawtord, 
Dudley Digges, John Garfield, Frank 


ry, Geo ze 
Murphy, Irving Pichel, Elizabeth 
Risdon and Dorothy Tree. 

Cartoon film editors were excluded 
from jurisdiction of the Screen Car- 
toon Guild in an agreement signed 
by George Bodle, representing SCG, 


| and Leonard S. Janofsky, counsel of 


the Society of Motion Picture Filin 
Editors. 

Charles H. Carr, special assistant 
U. S. Attorney General, questioned 


more than 50 actors on tax ques- 
tions and charges of racketeering 10 
i the film industry. Carr is preparing 
to lay evidence before the Feder: 
iGrand Jury about Sept. 15. 


— 2 
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CODE COLD; APPEASEMENT? 





Exhib Views on the Code 


Cross-section of exhibitor views on the demise of the film trade practice 
code brings to the front several expressed opinions that reforms and modi- 
fications in distributor-exhibitor relationships will be the subject of state 
and national legislation during the coming months. 

Prospect of delays in putting trade practice reforms into effect through 
the channel of pending anti-trust legislation, and subsequent appeal mo- 
tion, prompts several theatre operators, in letters to Variery, to urge leg- 
islative action as a more speedy remedy. 

On the other hand, there is ample proof of the disappointment in ex- 
hibitor circles that the trade practice code, or at least its major provisions 
covering additional cancellations and guaranties against forced selling of 
shorts, has been placed on the shelf, as result of Thurman Arnold’s opinion 
that the code would invite Government prosecutions under the Sherman 
act. As head of the anti-trust division of the Department of Justice, 
Arnold stated that any code which was predicated on ownership and oper- 
ation of theatres by major producer-distributors could not find support 
in his department. 

Concurrently, exhibitors are suggesting that distributors, individually, 
follow the lead of Warner Bros. and incorporate into prevailing new sea- 
son contracts the major concessions contained in the code. It is the belief 
of exhibitors that the companies incur no liability if they act separately. 

Recent exhibitor communications follow 


a 
vv 











‘Positive’ Code Was OK P 
Cuthbert, Ga. Soph’s Spot 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I was so positive that the Code 
would be placed into effect for the 
current season I bought product ac- 
cordingly and now have under con- 
tract some 20% too much film. 

I would like to see the producers 
yoluntarily put into effect all those 
tems the Code was for and do so 
mmediately so all could receive 
some benefit from now on. 

M. G. Lee. 


As the deadline for the strike 
approached, Sophie Tucker, 
whose suspension from Equity 
might have started the fire- 
works, became uneasy. She had 
to take the pans from a number 
of friends because her stand im- 
plied her OK on the attempted 
stagehands’ grab of the actors. 
Jack Yellen, long her lyricist, 
openly bawled her out in a night 
club, stating: 

Never Believed In It ‘Sophie, you should be seek- 
Jerseyville, IIL. ing laugh lines and melodies. 
Editor, VARIETY: How in the world did you get 

I personally never had the slight- mixed up in such a situation, 
est confidence in the code, never be-| with people who have nothing 
lieved that it would be approved, or| to do with your performance?’ 
that the exhibitor would derive any| Soph mumbled that she had 
benefit from it even if it had been} signed a paper with stagehand 
approved. Therefore, its rejection Officials to stick to the ousted 
will mean very little to the exhibit- AFA, but was not sure just what 
ors who had made a study of it. the contents were. 


S. E. Pirtle, 
(Pirtle Circuit of Theatres.) Sears Says WR’s 20% 
Working Out OK for Co. 


Vigorous selling by Warner Bros. 








Cass Suspects ‘Manipulation’ 
Sumner, Ia. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

The Cass Theatre Circuit is in no 
way favorable to the proposed code 
of fair trade practices as submitted | and a policy of added concessions, 
by the major producers, Regardless | including a rejection privilege up to 
of any code they would put in prac-|20% against higher rentals for 
tice by agreement with individual | 1939-40, has the company in a posi- 
exhibitors, it would, in our opinion, | tion where it has closed 78% of its 
be manipulated and used by them | circuit possibilities to date. This in- 
only as far as it suited their inter-| cludes both major and independent 
ests, regardless of any agreements.|chains of importance. The 78% 
This has been my experience with | standing compares with 63% of chain 
them in the past thirty years. possibilities at this time last year. 

If the NRA code had remained in Gradweli L. Sears, sales chief of 
force, very few small-town exhibit-| the company, also stated yesterday 
ors would now be in existence. If} (Tues.) that since he announced the 
the Government suit is indefinitely | new sales policy for Warners, grant- 
continued the only way the small-|ing cancellations of 20% where the 
town exhibitors can get relief is to | rentals average no more than $100 an 
concentrate on legislation, for the | engagement, the volume in contracts, 
major producers, in my opinion, will} including chains as well as smaller 





never voluntarily give up their | independents, has more than dou- 
strangle-hold. bled. 
J. F. Cass, A list of circuit deals given out by 


(Cass Theatre Circuit.) Sears includes Fox-West Coast (Na- 
tears did tional), although the details of the 
Sorry to See It Kayoed entire contract have not yet been 

: Albertville, Ala. worked out Sears explained that 

Editor, Variety: | WB and National have agreed upon 

U. S. Attorney Thurman Arnold 1a deal in principle, but that its ap- 
has rejected the draft of the film in- | Plication to the various theatres in- 
dustry’s proposed code of fair trade | volved, which may require a few} 
practices I am tremendously dis- | weeks’ time, is yet to be worked out. 

@ppointed in this rejection; however, | > gaging ~—% 


it will not keep us from putting the ° ° ° 
code into operation. I do not think Air Drills — High 
a3 a legal proposition it would pre- | 
vent any single distributor from put- PRN 
ting the code into operation if they Hollywood, Sept 
desire to do so. High cost of aviation thrills boosted 
My opinion is that Mr. Arnold! the budget on ‘20,000 Men a Year’ 
meant there would be no immunity | from $500,000 to $750,000 at 20th-Fox 
given to the several distributors if | Picture is based on training of civil- 
they entered into an agreement | ians for wartime air service. 
jointly among themselves to put the | 
code into operation, for this might 
me€an a conspiracy under the Sher- | 
man Act, but certainly it could not 
apply if each individual without any 
agreement or concerted action on the 


Part of other distributors would put | 
the code into 


7 selling plan. der the revised personnel list. Exit- 
ad 10 believe there are a great many | ing were Louis Bromfield, Edward 
and a he both for the Distributor | | Ettinger, John Tainter Foote, Eleanor 
Code, e Exhibitor combined in this | Harris, Sonya Levien, Edward J. 
aunt ce I think something like this | Meag gher, Ernest Pascal and James 
think e put into operation and I) Woolley. 

it would have a tendency to- | 
Ward a better understanding and a 


(Continued on page 18) lcent and Frances Hyland. 





Southern California airports, with 
Alfred E. Green directing. 
OUTGOERS 3 UP AT 20TH 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
scribes checked off the 20th- 





Eight 


Newcomers are Arthur Lewis, 


_|in the end usually the 


Most of the scenes will be shot at | 


operation as a part of Fox lot and five others moved in un-| 


Ruth Fasken, Jesse Malo, Hilda Vin- | 


- 
—_——_—_ — + 





ONLY VOL 
CONGE ool 


NTARY 
No NOW 








Now the TMAT 


May Jazz It Up 





With actors-stagehands contest se 


tered its treasurers group and thre 





Make Favorable 
porate the Best Elements 
of the Code—May ‘Soften’ 
the U. S. Attitude, Also 





LEGAL ALTERNATIVE 


Failing thus far to persuade Thur- 
man Arnold to reconsider his crucial 
views concerning the trade prac- 


tices code, this method of governing 
the relations of distributors and ex- 
hibitors is now believed to be as 
dead as similar prescriptions of the 
past, including the NRA with its 
clearance and zoning boards; the 
5-5-5 conferences; the 2-2-2 behind 
that; the Federal Trade Practices 
Pact of about 12 years ago, and the 


Distribs Individually May. 
Deals | 
With Exhibs—Could Incor- | 


| know? They did last season but w 


off, it proved a relief to managers, 
the middle again over further union squabbling. Theatrical Managers, 
Agents and Treasurers union is burning because the stagehands chare 


Will the actors pass the picket li 


ttled and the intended strike called 
but Broadway may be caught in 


atens to picket theatres. 
ine if that occurs, TMAT wants to 
ith IATSE, Four A’s and musicians 


unions agreeing to stay out of each other's jurisdiction, the point ap- 
pears complicated since TMAT is not affiliated with either three. 
TMAT may not await action until the American Federation of Labor 


decides if IA has jurisdiction over treasurers. 
Gustav A. Gerber, counsel for the union, was of the opinion that the 


‘lid might blow off Thursday’ 


(7), unless the situation eased up. 
TMAT story appears in the legit section, 








Hour Settling 


SAG’s Salute to Bioff 








Film Board of Trade’s compulsory 
arbitration. 

Being no nearer a solution of its 
internal problems, the industry now 
looks to relief only through volun- 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Appreciation for his part in 
bringing to an end the AAAA- 
IATSE controversy was ex- 
pressed in a letter yesterday 
(Monday) to William Bioff, per- 








tary action of distributors or through | 
legislation affecting the sale and ex-| 
hibition of film. Unless the faintest 


ated code from the shelf, it is prob- 
able that the distributors will either | 
grant concessions individually or | 
take their chances on pending or} 
future legislation. The final decision | 
on the code before its submission to 


rather than revise it further, 
so far as more practical means of | 





and legislation, it is known. 


blow to the code by declaring it il- 
legal and threatening action against 


change his mind but, to date, it is 


statements from the distributors’ 
code-negotiating committee for more 
than two weeks, and none is re- 
ported forthcoming at the moment. | 
William F. Rodgers, spokesman for | 
the distributors, who was out of town | 
last week, returned to New York 
Friday (1) but issued no statement 
and went away over the holiday 
weekend. 

The belief in some maior circles 
is that ‘appeasement’ under a policy 
that would suggest the distribs are 
sincere about reforms, may be confi- 
dently expected through independent 
action by the sales managers in a 


Warner Bros. three weeks ago. The 
probability that enlarged cancella- 
| tion rights, elimination of score 

consoli- 





|charges rather than their 
dation into film rentals, and other 


relief may come, is based also on 
|the assumption that any such con- 
1cessions might have the effect of 
softening the U. S. anti-trust suit 





and others, plus legislation 
20% Looks OK All ’Round 
The sales manager of one of the 
majors declared that it is quite pos- 
sible that all companies would be 
willing to grant a 20% cancellation, 
Frege trip. the Warner move, because 





| pany ends up in that position after 
allowable cancellations, plus adjust- 
ments, reductions, reversion, etc 
This distributor spokesman declared 
he is entirely satisfied to end up at 
75%. He stated that his “pienged is 
ahead of sales for 1939-40, as com- 
pared with this time a year ago. 


| here is considerable doubt con- 
cerning a complete follow-through 
by all companies with respect to the 
testing of product before determin- 
ing on bracketing, particularly the 
‘distrib that does not have theatres 
| of its own. Possibility is that every 


| distrib, however, may test certain 
! . . . . . . . . 

pictures in which it is in doubt it- 
self before deciding its percentage 


S 


value and allocatio: 


| 
of chances removes the long-negoti- | 
| 
' 
' 
| 
| 


| 
the industry for signing was that | 
except | 


operating the arbitration machinery | 
| 


was concerned, the distributing com-} 
panies would gamble on litigation | 


Since Arnold dealt his crushing | 


it, the distribs sought to get him to; 


ae 
understood, he has proved unyield- | 
ing. There have been no butors'| 

' 


direction similar to that taken by | 


average com-| 


sonel rep on the Coast of 
George E. Browne, IATSE prez, 
from Kenneth Thomson, exec 
secretary of the SAG. It said: 
Dear Sir: | 
This body has heen in- 
formed that you have felt 
the best interests of the 
amusement industry will be 
served by prompt and con- 
clusive settlement of the 
controversy now threatening 
the economic welfare and 
affairs of membership of the 
IATSE and AAAA, 


| Through the intervention 
| of AFL officials, your serv- 
| 
| 


—$—$—$—$—_———— 


ices were made available to 
the end that a just and 
equitable solution of exist- 
ing differences has been ef- 
fected. 

Because we feel that in- 
dustrial peace and harmony 
are essential at this time, 
and should be paramount to 
all other considerations, we 
are glad to assure you the 
assistance you rendered is 
appreciated by the AAAA 

Screen Actors Guild 
By Kenneth Thomson, 
Executive Secretary. 











Entrance of Bioff Into the Actors 
Vs, Stagehands Credited for 11th 


of Probable Strike 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

General tieup of the entertain. 
ment industry throughout the nation, 
which threatened until it was within 
a hair’s breadth of reaiiiy during 
the holiday weekend, was averted 
by the entrance into the picture on 
Sunday (3) of William Bioff, per- 
sonal representative in the IATSE 
of its president, George E. Browne. 
That was arranged by Matthew 





| Woll, American Federation of Labor 
| vice-president, who had been ap- 


proached by major film company ex- 
ecutives, 

Bioff was responsible for the 
agreement between the IATSE and 
AAAA which removed the guillotine 
hanging by an all too slender thread 
over the head of films, legit, vaude 
and every other branch of show 
biz and set to drop Monday (4) 
night. All strike calls issued for 
Monday and Tuesday were imme- 
diately cancelled following the set- 
tlement. 

By the agreement, the IATSE re- 
called the charter it had issued to 
the AFA. In turn, Equity, the 


|} Screen Actors Guild and American 


Federation of Radio Actors, mem- 
bers of the Four A’s, lifted the sus- 
pensions they had meted out to 
Sophie Tucker, AFA _ prez, and 
Harry Richman, v.p., for accepting 
the charter, freeing Miss Tucker to 
appear in ‘Leave It to Me’ in New 
York Monday night [detailed fur- 
ther in the legit dept.). 

AAAA further agreed to accept 
all members of the AFA into the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
which it chartered to succeed the 


| AFA when it lifted its ticket to do 


Sheldon Barnes in 
‘Letty Lynton’ Suit 


The Circuit Court of Appeals in 
N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) Seraes a 
petition by Edward Sheldon and 
Margaret Ayer 
ing on the decision of the court, 
vhich alloted only 20% of the profits 
of ‘Letty Lynton’ to them. Award 
of $587,000 and $552,000 had been 
made respectively, which granted to 
the plaintiffs all the profits, as a re 
sult of the plagiarism of their play, 
‘Dishonored Lady,’ by Metro Pic- 
tures Corp., Metro Distributing Corp 
Loew's, Inc., and Culver Export 
Corp. 

The circuit court had found that 
20% of the net, or about $106,000, 
was a fair figure. 

The application for a rehearing 
stated that the cases cited by the cir- 
cuit court in its opinion show that 
the records indicate no 
upon which apportionment might be 
based. They state that even if the 

(Continued on page 16) 


Rehearing Denied | 


3arnes for a  Tehear- 









Other Stories 


Stories on the vaudeville-night 
club phases of the Four A’s- 
IATSE settlement on Page 35 of 
this issue. 

Legit aspects on Page 43 





ifor AGVA, it was 


|head will now be 


evidence | 


business earlier in the show biz con- 
flict. Included among those eligible 
explained, is 
Ralph Whitehead, AFA executive 
secretary, whose position and future 
in theatrical unionism was one of 
the major points in dispute. White- 
eligible to stand 
for election as an officer of AGVA 
Two groups agreed that there will 
ye no discrimination against mem- 
bers of the AFA and they will be 
accepted into the new organization 


without payment of initiation fees or 


} 


back due It was also agreed that 
the AAAA would become a mem- 
ber of a three-way working alliance 
yetween the IATSE and the Ameri- 


in Federation of Musicians, which 
will provide the closest approach in 
show biz history to the ‘one big 
union’ idea long advocated in sorme 
quarters 

4 A’s Jurisdiction Over Actors 

An important point in the peace 
pact is recognition by the IATSE of 
the jurisdiction of the Four A’s as 
defined by actions of the latter’s con- 
ventions and the decision of the 
American Federation of Labor’s ex- 
ecutive council in Atlantic City re- 
cently. The Four A's thus is granted 
sole jurisdiction over all performers 


\in the amusement and entertainment 


| world. 

| Details of amalgamating the Four 

| A’s into the operating alliance which 

| has existed betweei the IATS£ and 
the AFM for more than 25 years 
will be worked out at conferences 

leaders of the th ee gro ps 

in New York shortly. 


(Continued pa 
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Hollywood Retrenches as War Cuts 
Into Rentals From Foreign Markets 


4 


| 








{Continued from page 1) 

be ducked, if possible, by the studios. | 
All studios declared that rebudget- | 
ing will not involve salary cuts or | 
discharge of personnel. Pruning, it 
is understood, will be done on the 
creative end. Long-drawn-out pro- 


Foreign ©) Breakdown 


Here’s the business done by 
American distributors in foreign 
countries most likely to be af- 
fected by the European war 
(percentages representing por- 
tion of total foreign revenue): 





j i 7 imi Great Britain ..... oo 45.0% 
duction periods will be etienates, France-Belgium ..... 180% 
with stories ready when cameras Atin ...... rt 11.2% 
start. Poland ........+. soos 1.0% 

$110,000,600 Worth of Pix Bulgaria, Greece, “a 

Budget for the current Hollywood Turkey ......++- tee 3.5% 
season is around $110,000,000, and Jugoslavia .......-606 0.4 o 
with the passing of the foreign mar- Markeis tlkely to improve, 


with percentage of foreign totals 
given: Japan, 1.3%; Scandina- 
vian countries, 4.2%; Central 
and South Americas, 9%; Hol- 


ket, it is possible that revision of 

pians may cut it to approximately 

$70,000,000. Naturally, any cutting 

ale as aah Bigg lit sted land, 1.5%; and neutral central 
. Diet : European nations, 1%. 

Studios and distribution execs feel | U. S. films’ foreign revenue 
that many high-budgeted gerd figures. 40-45%. And Britain 
completed and set for fall and win- | and Austraiia, alone according to 
ter seseees can be Ree tp until, these figures, account for 56.2% 
conditions change sufficiently  to/| of the entire foreign total. Can- 
give companies a chance to get the ada, of course, is figured as a 
maximum take from them. Most of | demettie marieet 7 
the films are not topical. ; 


With elimination of some pictures | ; ; ; tes 
from most major programs, there is | dancing girls in the routine. This 
no fear of a product shortage. | studio also has lot of other top 
Studios declare they are in position | bracket costers in process of camera 
to reissue from five to 15 pictures to | readying. Budget decisions on these 
fill the gap. will undoubtedly be revised. 

With arrival here yesterday (Mon- At 20th-Fox last week they started 
day) from New York of Will Hays, ‘The Bluebird,’ a Shirley Temple 
a general picture of the worldwide Siarrer tv cost around $1,250,000, 
situation was presented to the pro-, While Warners has a number of 
ducers. _heavy budgeters ready to go too. 

Big Ones on Way Paramount has two heavy ones 

Various studios have heavy budg- | Starting within the next 60 days, C. 
et pictures which have already B- De Milles Royal Northwest 
been set to go into work, with sets Mounted Police’ and another in 
built and player commitments made yore See Rocco b Bhan 
on which it is likely little shaving P@r Plans going throug a 
“— ghana _ have already been completed. 

Wind ’ Pica gage 3 blo United Artists has a number yet to 
more foreign oansieed sein Its re-| be turned out by Sam Goldwyn, 








Yule holiday period. However, it national which wit! be in the heavy | 


balance of. its top bracket pictures | 


_PICTURES _ 








a = 
complete the task at Paramount and | 
then return home. 

Says James Roosevelt 

| James Roosevelt, vice-president of 
Samuel Goldwyn ergs ar es ‘The European disaster that is nothing less than the result of someone's 
adage — —, rt a lot wild dream has closed up shew business on the Continent... Actors, man- 

bry aoe haya’ Oa pts soe tt, agers, authors, composers and stagehands have gone to war. Only the 

' Roosevelt planed in from the Coast| women and children are left. With the men at the front, those at home 

| Friday (1) for home office confabs | neoe no tag ote amusement, and, were the theatres onen, they would 
i , York ; veeke in still remain empty. 

[4 -lages ee -e een a Foregoing paragraph, a special cable dispatch to VARIETY, was not re- 

| Roosevelt said that production and! ceived during the past week; it is the lead of a story to this newspaper, 

distribution plans would have to be’ cabled from the Continent, which appeared in the issue of August 7, 1914, 

cut down considerably. History of the theatre and-its people is repeating itself. 

: War struck in Europe in that fateful first week of August with such 

swiftness that there was almost no opportunity for hundreds of American 

players, then appearing in British and Continental theatres, to book return 
passage. Variery’s previous issue, July 31, 1914, carried no mention of the 


Zukor, Hicks Back From 
° threatened start of the World War. Performances in European theatres 
Aussie See a Greater were going on as usual. Check of New York booking offices showed at 


the moment when war vegan that there were 150 American vaudeville 
Need Now for US. Films acts then playing in English music halls; 80 acts in Germany and Austria, 
20 in France and 15 in Russia. Weeks and months passed before some of 
anes these professionals were able to return to New York. Steerage accommo- 
dations were popular in the early days of the European exodus. 
American picture producers will Stranded Abroad 
be compensated for a portion of| prominent artists were among those stranded abroad. Elsie Janis was 
their losses in the European market} headlining at the Palace, London, when war was declared. Mr. and Mrs. 
by increased trade with Australia| yYernon Castle were playing a repeat in Deauville; Will Rogers was playing 
|and New Zealand, in the opinion of| jn London; Doris Keane had just opened in ‘Romance,’ which she was to 
|Adolph Zukor and John W. Hicks, } play nearly three years in the West End; and a large number of theatrical 
|Jr. who arrived here yesterday | folk were vacationing in various English and European cities, = 
(Monday) after a fwo months’ tour Among some of the show people listed in VARIETY as ready, willing, but 
of the far Pacific territory. unable to get away from the war territory were Avon Comedy Four, 
Zukor, chairman of the Paramount! Jimmy Britt, Chris Baker, Bison City Four, Ethel Mae Barker, Six Brown 
board, and Hicks, v.p. in charge of| Rros., Mr. and Mrs. Leo Carrillo, Cross and Josepine, Fred Duprez, Mr. 
foreign distribution, said the down-| and Mrs. J. Francis Dooley (Corinne Sales), Delfino and Delmore, Mrs, 
under Dominions are dependent en-| Car] Emmy, Pauline Frederick, Mr. and Mrs. F, W. Ferguson, Lila Frost, 
| tirely on U.S. product since the state Mr. and Mrs. Alf Hayman, Vera Hoffman, Grace Hall, Jack Haskell, 
,Of war wiih Germany exists and! Charles Hart, Mrs. B. F. Keith, Sam Kessler, Annette Kellermann, Alice 
| European production is at a stand-| Lloyd, Mrs. J. J. Murdock, Maximo, Tom McNaughton, Polly Moran, Niblo 
still. and Spencer, Ruby Norton, Sydney Olcott, Mr. and Mrs. Gaston Palmer, 
| Par execs pointed out that the| Albertina Rasch, Gene Robeson, Mr. and Mrs, Guy Standing, Laurette 
| Situation in the Antipodes is far dif- | Taylor, John D. Tippett, Brandon Tynan, Van and Schenck and others. 
| ferent from that in Europe so far as Special dispatch from Paris stated that Nora Bayes had been moved 
'exhibition is concerned. While Lon-! with other patients from a rest home, but friends had been unable to 
| don and Paris are being evacuated | jocate her, although authorities assured that she was in a safe place. 
|} and authorities are warning against | Andreas Dippel, one-time director of the Metropolitan Opera Co., was be- 
| congregating of any kind, bombings! lieved to be somewhere in Austria. Franz Lehar was reported to have 
| are farthest from the thoughts of the | joined his regiment in the Hungarian forces. 
| Anzacs. Houses there will continue ‘Ceuldn’t Last’ 
to operate normally. : There was no prolonged period of anxiety as to the outcome of peace 
| Hicks left last night for New | efforts in 1914 as has marked the past fortnight. European war was one 
York. Zukor will remain at the) of those things that millions in the United States believed just couldn't 
| Studio for several days. happen. Prominent business men and statesmen who were interviewed 
: on the subject agreed that a settlement of some kind must be reached 
within four to six weeks. The consensus was that no European country 
had sufficient cash or credit to conduct hostilities. 
On the Broadway front, Variery carried stories of meetings of the direct- 
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Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
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‘MCA CALLS HOME EXECS, 


| ACTS FRO R ZONE , re ead Pring hl a 
y : . - | ors and committees of the White Rats, an account of William Morris’ plan 
lease was figured on around the'| Walter Wanger and Selznick Inter FR M WA | 


has been long time in making and °°" brackets. 
Metro may decide to set it back. | 
Another important one, though not panies have cleared most of their 
in work, is Charlie Chaplin’s ‘The | heavy budget pictures, latter com- 
Dictator.’ This picture was figured | pany having one real heavy one in 
would run well over the $1,000,000 | ‘Hunchback of Notre Dame,’ now in 
mark, and with its story built | production. 

around the world dictatorship~eie- 
ment, and the fracas going on in of the heaviest sufferers. His reve- 
Europe, it is not known whether | nue from the foreign field is around 
Chaplin will continue on present 45%, with 224%% coming from Brit- 
story premise, modify it, or suspend | js] 


Isles, 10% from France, and bal- 
production until hostilities cease ance from rest of the foreign field. 
abroad. 


Presumed the latter, in Mono, Rep Prod. Lag 
keeping with U. S. vig eonga Monogram and Republic are the 
snere are around 560 features | n1y two studios which are not suf- 
scheduled for the 1939-40 output, the | sciently ahead on current season 
amount of which may likely be cut production. These studios are just 
around 25% in case of urgent neces- meeting current releases. Good part 
sa ee ; ; of the Monogram revenue comes 
Would Freeze Pie Coin from the British terrain. The com- 
During the 1914-18 period, the con- pany had planned increasing pic- 
sumption of American silent film) ture costs for new season, but likely 
product was not entirely eliminated. 
Theatres were open in the warring | tion now. 
countries and American product got | 
abroad. During 1917-18 plenty of it! South American or Spanish language 
was sent overseas with the American! market as overly important. Returns 
Expeditionary Forces, either in can- are not big at present, they claim, 
tonments or theatres proper. With! anq they do not figure on much 
present conditions, even though films encouragement from this field dur- 
were shipped into the belligerent | ing the European emergency as far 
as es ae oa ‘aera ee as added income is concerned. 

: ; - : . Ail of the companies, of course, 
ment for their use frozen during the are now interested i ar stori 
emergency, and no coin available to |“ ep oc gy cor teletype 
aid the U. S. producers on furthe wer mn is likely that many of these 
production. will replace pictures that may be 

‘ taken off the schedule because of 
The biggest share of pic returns peayy costs 
from abroad comes from the British at 
market, with the natural exhibition Ne Player Problem 
intake heaviest in its populous areas The alien player problem is not 
Most of the studios claim that they taken sé riously here. Many of those 
have already shipped a considerable | Who were believed to be subjects of 
part of the current product, in addi- | Other countries have suddenly let it 
tion to the 143 pictures either fin- be known that they are either nat- 
ished or in work here. This brings Uralized Americans already or that 


up the total of available product to they have taken out first papers. ' 


around 300 features, and it is likely Assurances had been given by the 
that efforts will be made with U. S. British consul here that David Niven 
exhibitors for lengthened piaying would not have to withdraw from 
time. This would be cne means to ‘Rafiles’ and that Laurence Olivier 
enable the industry to make a 25% would be left undisturbed in ‘Re- 
cut of product without, in any way, becca, but Goldwyn stalled the 
starving the exhibs for new pictures. first film anyway. A day later, Oli- 
No concern has yet been given vier was recalled by England. Ray 
double-featuring or to plans for Milland at Paramount, who was in 
abolition of duals during any crisis. the Kings Guards, announced that 
But it is likely that the exhibs may he had become an American citizen 
campaign for it in general with film recently. Victor McLaglen, who was 
company backing as a solution of believed to be a Britisher, has been 
any film shortage problem. an American a number of years: 
M-G’s ‘Melody’ Pat George Brent has taken out his final 
Metro last week put into produc- papers, and Alfred Hitchcock, 
tion ‘Broadway Melodies of 1940° Charles Laughton, W. P. Lipscomb 
with its original budget of $1,250,000 and Michael Hogan are above pres- 
to stand. First sequence taken in ent mobilization age. 
picture cost around $150,000, having John Loder, who came on recently 
Fred Astaire, Eleanor Powell and 60, from England for a picture, will 


Universal, RKO, and other com-| 


Walt Disney will possibly be one | 


Producers do not calculate the |! 


to reopen the Harry Lauder traveling unit in Victoria, B. C., details of 
an a threatened break between legitimate managers and the IATSE, and de- 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. tails of William <A. Brady’s contemplated production of Thompson 

American executives and players Buchanan’s play ‘Life’ at the Manhattan Opera House with a cast of 400, 
‘in Europe were ordered home by the 82 speaking parts and 21 scenes. Houdini and Joe Jackson were head- 
Musie Corp. of America. Order af-| lining at Hammerstein’s Victoria; Dainty Marie at the Palace; Ethel Barry- 
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securing exclusive shots or stories 
once active warfare begins. None 








| 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 





Only way the newsreels will be 
able to score beats will be in faster 
shipping and rushing them out to 
exhibs at this end. 


The reels now are slowed down in 


Femmes have been told to return! Luescher, of the Italian film, ‘Cabiria.’”. There was a review by Sime ef 
from London, Paris, Le Touquet| D. W. Griffith's latest film, ‘The Avenging Conscience.’ 
; * . 
eee Foreign Censorshi Slowing U 
Italian Tour Cancelied p p 
celled last Friday (1) by Noel Sher- 
|man, producer. He was to have 
six months in theatres and niteries Declaration of war by England and 
on the Italian Riviera, with options.| France proved a live subject ove: 
specialed late Sunday (3) so that it} and they plan to depend on army 
hit Broadway theatres about 11 a.m. | and navy cameramen attached to @dif- 
Paramount was able to ship out by | conflict have their own propaganda 
plane late Sunday night so that many | units attached to military forces. 
| ‘Personal History,” a story of po- 
off the shelf by Walter Wanger and or a — een’ any fortifications and other tactical 
turned ovér to John Meehan for ee a” pee 
One New England newspaper carried 
notice of latest newsreel on war on 


fects London office force and four} More & Co. at Brighton Beach, and Willard Simms at Rockaway Beach. 
troupes of girls. Film news of the week revolved around two-a-day bookings by Werba & 
| (France) and Abbazia (Italy). Of-|—— = 
fice in the British capital will be 
Bookings in Italy for a line and + 
acts comprising 22 people were can- UJ S N | W Co 
.). Newsreels War Coverage 
Sailed with the troupe on Oct. 21. ; _— 
Sherman was guaranteed dates for 
| ——— the weekend for Paramount and|are optimistic now about getting 
Universal newsreels, former being | their own photographers to the front 
Let the Shrapnel 
Monday (4). Universal reached | ferent government units at the front 
Fall Where It May these houses late Monday night.| Most nations now engaged in the 
exhibitors had the reel for their Censorship naturally is clamped on 
litical intrigue in Europe, was taken | Monday shows. | because no country wants to disclose 
Ree ear ; : cated by exhibitors, with many tak- 
Script) 5 s Vine > : . 
He i it neent Sheehan | ing special space to bally newsreels. 
Yarn was detoured last spring be- 
cause of political dynamite. | its front page 
Although all five American news- 


Gone With The Tide 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Bing Crosby's horse track at Del 
Mar is about to break into pictures 
as a musical short under the title. 


‘Where the Turf Meets the Surf.’ | 


, Louis Lewin signed to produce the 
firm for Metro. 
_ Crosby and his wife asked Uncle 

Sam for a recount on income taxes 
‘for 1935-6-7, Government wants 
$178,000 more for the three years. 
Among Crosby's requests is an al- 
lowance of $10,000 for losses in oper- 
ating his racing stable. 

RESCUE LUBITSCH CHILD 

Nikola Lubitsch, 10-months’ old 
daughter of film producer Ernst 
Lubitsch, was aboard the S. S. 
Athenia, which was torpedoed and 
sunk off the coast of Scotland on 
Sunday. 

Child was rescued wiih the rest 
of the passengers, but it has not yet 
been determined if she suffered any 
ill effects. She was traveling with 
a nurse, a Miss Strohmeier, 


reels plan using Clipper plane ser- 


vice to get prints on screens here 40- 
|54 hours after they leave Europe. 


the stiff censorship clamped on all | 


film going out of France and Enc- 
land is slowing down this service. 
This early censoring means that all 
prints must be developed and in- 
spected by government censors be- 
fore allowed out of the foreign coun- 
try. 

Special newsreel issue by Par Sun- 
day night consisted mostly of library 
material and new clips available 


from the other side. It was framed’ 





around the two declarations made 


| Sunday placing the French and Brit- 


ish at war with Germany. Same 


| newsreel specialed late Monday (4) 


night after material came in from 
the British flying boat that landed 
in Canada. 

Majority of newsreels worked out 
their setup for European war cov- 
erage about six months ago. Thus 
far, their camera representatives in 
European capitals have been de- 
pended on to a large extent for ma- 
terial. 


Few newsreels in U. 8. figure on 


making shipments by clipper planes 
because flights end at Lisbon oF 
Cobh, Ireland. 

Arthur Menken, vet war cameéra- 
man for Paramount, who was on the 
Dixie Clipper when its flight was 
cancelled at Lisbon last week, nearly 
was held in smallpox quarantine 
there. Latest word is that he ducked 
and now is in Paris ready for duty. 


U.S. Asks Early Release 
Of Two Preparedness Pix 








Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

At Uncle Sam’s request, release 
dates on two preparedness pictures, 
‘Thunder Afloat’ and ‘20,000 Men & 
Year, have been set forward. 

‘Thunder, a Metro production, 
goes into national distribution Sept. 
15. ‘20,000 Men,’ now in production 
at 20th-Fox, is being rushed for re- 
lease during the first week of Oc- 
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Arty and Foreign Distribs See Spurt 
In US. Indie Pix to Make Up Shortage 





Spurt in independent production 
ef features in the United States is 
certain as result of the current Euro- 
pean holocaust. With production al- 
most entirely cut off abroad, hun- 
dreds of theatres in America which 
have been dependent upon foreign 
product are in the market for re- 
placements. 

Cessation of picture-making by the 


British, however, is the only real | 


cause for alarm on the part of dis- 
tributors of foreign films here. Sev- 
eral scores of English pictures a year 


were being imported and absorbed | 


into the standard market. Almost 
invariably of low supporting-dual 
quality, they have in most cases been 
exhibited without identification as 
being made abroad. 

Foreseeing the present stoppage of 
pix from Europe, J. H. Hoffberg, one 
of the major importers of British 
film, is currently in Hollywood in an 


attempt to spur independent produc- | 


tion there so he can keep his ac- 
counts serviced. 


Hoffberg, who brings in from 60 to 
90 English films a year, said he has 
on hand sufficient product for the 
next six months. If he can’t get in- 
dies interested in filling up the gap 
after that, he declared, he'll arrange 
for production himself. 


It was suggested by other foreign 
distribs in New York that some co- 
operative organization 
their customers. 


ply They might 


produce Polish, Russian, French and | 


other foreign films, as well as Eng- 
lish, to keep arty houses and lingual 
nabes open. 

It is the British films, however, as 
has been pointed out, which are of 
major concern to the distribs as well 
as exhibs, because they are ‘bread 
and butter’ product. While the 
linguals provide extra income, the 
English are depended upon for day- 
to-day operation. 

The threatened 


shortage is only 


one angle the importers have had to! 
face since the inception of the war ' 


trouble more than a year ago. 
Russe Pic’s Brushoff 

Only two weeks ago the opening 
of ‘The Conquest of Peter the Great,’ 
Russian film, at the Cameo, N. Y.., 
was given the brushoff by the daily 
reviewers because 
Reich pact. Business has suffered 
considerably, too, at the house as re- 
sult of that angle. Heretofore going 
big for Russian pix, N. Y. papers 
sent second-string reviewers in this 
case. Although the pic, from a 
strict art and entertainment stand- 
point, is regarded as superior to the 
earlier ‘Peter the Great,’ which got 
excellent notices, they were only 
tepid this time. 

Czecho-Slovak pix, which used to 
get a fair play, saw attendance drop 
off greatly when the country was 
absorbed by Germany. Bohemian 
Annex theatre, N. Y., which regu- 
larly played the Czech product, ex- 
perienced a 30-40% drop in biz. 

Market for German films has nar- 
Towed considerably of late, but still 
continues good in the 25 or 30 houses 
throughout the country which con- 
tinue to play them. Most distribu- 
tors have long since given up han- 
dling German product, practically 
all of it now coming in through UFA, 
German - controlled, and Charles 
Unger 


Signs of rejuvenation of Spanish 


Production, which were beginning 
tO appear, will now fade, distrib: 
fear, 


The Spanish films had a good 
market at one time, which dropped 


off when production ceased during 
the civil war there. There were 


hopes that this could be restored with 
the resumption of picture-makinsg. 
Poles Appropriate Raw Stock 
Polish films formerly did well but 
American distribs haven't been able 
to get any for some time now. Pro- 
ucerg in Poland reported that the 
80vernment appropriated all raw 
film stock because it might be 
needed for propaganda films and it 
also contains some chemical ele- 
ments necessary in a war emer- 
&eney, 
weeendinavian and Dutch films. 
Much have good but narrow mar- 
ets in midwest towns where native 
wae those countries have set- 
so ave not as yet been affected 
y the war. 
rincipal film exporters in New 


York declared yesterday they have 


a 

— felt no effects of the Euro- 

ese disaster, but are expecting 

Thee ations almost momentarily. 
ir 


Principal concern has been in 
Fa) “yt c ° 
S“oOoling up of insurance rates 


the 


to produce | 
films may be set up in order to sup- | 


for ocean transport. Levy went to 
|1% last week and expected to go 
| higher. 

Even at 1% the insurance is in- 
significant with most films, whose 
positives are valued at only $500 to 
| $800. Frequently, however, on for- 
eign pix negatives are shipped, 
which are valued at $50,000 or there- 
abouts for transportation purposes. 


Belgian and Dutch exhibitors since 
ithe war scare started have been 
cabling this country frantically ask- 
ing distribs to rush over all pos- 
sible product. They apparently fear 
_they will run out of film in face of 
an international blockade. 


Biz Off Since Munich 

Aside from the English product, 
‘biz on foreign films since Munich 
,;has suffered in this country. There 
haven’t been any major b.o. pictures 
like *‘Mayerling’ or ‘Grand Illusion’ 
during the past 12 months, either, 
| which has hurt. However, the run- 
| of-the-mill films haven’t been do- 
ing their share of biz through cus- 
tomary psychological quirk that, 
during periods of international diffi- 
,culty, it causes people to shun any- 
thing foreign. 

Distributors of foreign language 
pictures are in a peculiar situation 
on French product, Limited time it 
| takes to turn out many features in 
, France means that a large quantity 
are nearly ready for release. All 
that is needed is the editing, scoring 
and English-language titling. 


Sez Singer to Hitler 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

After listening to war broad- 
casts, Mort Singer, who operates 
theatres in the west and south- 
west, decided to go altruistic if 
Hitler would withdraw from Po- 
land. He said he cabled him: 

‘Abandon Poland and I will 
give you territory in its place. 
You can have Marshalltown, 
Dubuque and Waterloo.’ 

(These are towns in Iowa 
where Singers theatres are not 
doing so well.) 


Devil-May-Care 
Spirit Asserts 
ltself Around N.Y. 








Declaration of war on Sunday (3), 
combined with the natural upturn of 
a Labor Day weekend, brought about 
a major spurt in resort and show 
business in key centers throughout 
the United States. 

Final outburst of the conflict, re- 
lieving two weeks of tension, seemed, 
as in past wars, to instill in a size- 
able portion of the public a we- 
might - as - well - have-a-good-time- 
while-we-can attitude, which many 
showmen expect presages generally 
better devs for the business. 

New York and Atlantic City pro- 
| 





vided the prime previews of the 


Of Theatres for 


French and British See Necessity 


Morale Purposes 


But Meantime All Show Biz Shot 





London, Sept. 5. 


While the Government decreed a 
complete shutdown of cinema houses 
throughout the United Kingdom al- 
most the moment war was declared 
and George Bernard Shaw called the 
order ‘a master stroke of unimagina- 
tive stupidity,’ exhibitors and dis- 
tributors went ahead with pians to 
reopen in what they expect will be 
the near future for most of them. 


When potential danger of air raids 
has been determined in all areas, 
film houses will be permitted to op- 
erate under conditions dictated by 
police, it is said. An order has al- 
ready been made permitting cinemas 
to reopen in the Abersytwyth area 
of Wales, which is remote from pos- 
sible raids. 


Shaw, in a letter to the London 
Times, protested against the shut- 
down. He wanted to know how the 
Government proposes to amuse sol- 
diers on leave and keep hundreds of 
thousands of evacuated children out 
of mischief and traffic dangers. 


In a two-point program of his own, 
he proposes that the Government 
‘at once set to work to provide new 
theatres and picture houses where 
these are lacking,’ and second, that 
‘all actors, variety artists, musicians 
and entertainers of all sorts should 
| be exempted from every form of 
service except their own all-impor- 





) halted and only a score of cinemas 
}are open. Citywide theatres, variety 
| and the hotspots are closed, with few 
exceptions. 

A decree Monday (4) ordered all 
entertainment spots shuttered at 8:30 
p.m.; subventioned theatres com- 
| pletely shut until further notice. 
Radio programs consist only of 
| phonograph records and war news 


reports. 
' The Cannes film festival is com- 
| pletely off now. ; 
| Siritzky theatre circuit announced 
that the mobilized would be ad- 
mitted at halfprice to its cinemas. 
U. S. Exchanges Evacuated 
Branches of American distributing 
houses in Strasbourg, Lille, etc., have 
| been evacuated and probably will go 
| to Bordeaux. 


Kodak-Pathe factory has been 
requisitioned. 
Entertainment sections in the 


n€wspapers are cut down greatly. 
All Hollywooders in France have 
left. Majority of French male stars 
have mobilized. Eric Von Stroheim 
has offered his services to France. 
Official decree says all wireless 
broadcasts and all cinema projec- 
tion hereafter subject to control of 
the General Information Bureau. 
Export of all undeveloped pho- 
| tographic documents and motion pic- 
|tures are prohibited, while de- 











At least three distri i - : ; ; 
east three distributing corpora | palmier days which may lie ahead. 


tions depending largely on French- . ane 
made films have an average of six to | ra og he ~ xls pio —?— 
nine features booked or promised for ol sewed . ‘id a aod oh = © 
delivery. This means three or four fpetemen my! Powe tg si ag mee ee 
, pictures per year for the next three or wane Se one Oy os 
a. —— entirely adequate for Poh “ ba — foo Betyg = 
le trade in U. S. ance passing duu, 1arkK, 
ee | cracked every previous daily record. 


the opening on April 30, were loaded 


(of all 
| will be instituted, the Ministry of | 
| Information stated. 


| 
{ 
| 


ho professional one.’ 


| veloped pix may be exported out- 
When and if film houses are per- | Side the continent if bearing a visa 
mitted to reopen, strict censorship |ffom the head of the propaganda 
films, including newsrec'ts, | Service. 





In the mean- | 
time, the 0.0. process has already | 


fl 4\ St. John, N. B., Sept. 5. 
started on all newsreels, film and| On orders of the defense authori- 
sound tracks being made for export. 


| ties, the St. John fair, to have opened 
Newsreels have never before been 


Canadian Fair K.0O.’d 


of the Russo-|} 


| Parking lots, for the first time since 
? 
‘See Some 500 H’wood 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Considerable corps of foreign-born 
Hollywood personnel has left or is 
planning to leave shortly because of 
the declaration of war. 


' that 
|will join their country’s fighting 
{forces within a short time. Most of 


them are British subjects. 

David Niven withdrew from the 
cast of ‘Raffles’ and is reported ready 
to join the colors. In the meantime 


Sam Goldwyn has suspended pro- 
‘ duction. Other actors, directors, 
writers, technicians and studio work- 
ers subject to call by England are 
expected to be drafted shortly or 


leave voluntarily to enlist. 
Canadian subjects who have been 

in touch with their 

been told to hold 


themselves in 


readiness while awaiting the action |} 


of Parliament. 
consulates decline 
the of their 
their number, or when they may be 
called. 

Registration at Central Casting 
will by about 200, it is ex- 
pected, as English vets of the First 
World War pull out. 


to comment on 


status 


arop 


British Legiters 


of 

week, 
rush of 
to join the Brit- 


declaration 
Germany last 
there will be no immediate 
English legit 


England’s 
Wal against 


actors 


ish army. Many of them are in the 
reserve, but don’t figure on being 
called for several months. 

Maurice Evans, who has been 
readving a repertory tour of ‘Ham-| 


let,, ‘Henry IV’ and ‘Richard II,’ will 
}go ahead with his plans. 
the actor took out his first U. S. 
citizenship papers more than a year 
ago, he offered his services to the 
British consul in New York, but 
would not be needed for some time. 
Tom Hellmore, London actor who 
flew to the U. S. less than two weeks 
ago to go into ‘No Time for Comedy,’ 
at the Barrymore, N. Y., will prob- 
ably remain in the cast for the time 


being, though his plans are uncer- 
tain, 
According to word received in 


New York, Robert Flemyng, whom 
Hellmore replaced in ‘Comedy,’ was 
, met at the dock on his arrival from 
the U. S. and went right into uni- 
form without even going home for a 
visit. And Merton Hodge, author of 
‘The Wind and the Rain’ and other 
London successes, wrote to friends in 
this country that he had gone into 

rvice and = immediately ‘sailed 


People Joining Colors 


It is figured | 


consulate have 


French and German | 


nationals here, | 


Although | 


| to the gates. 
N. Y¥. Hotels Jammed 
Virtually every hotel in town had 
all rooms occupied, turning away 
| potential guests who were still wan- 
dering from one hostelry to another 
jaiter midnight in quest for accommo- 
| dations. 


As war talk replaced depression 


| to 1929 form. Rooming houses, ho- 
jtels and bars were bulging 

| Public golf courses, tennis courts 
jand other sports throughout the 
| country also shared in the gravy. 
{Davis Cup matches at Haverford, 
Pa. near Philly, played before a 
crowd of 7,000. In Boston, 27,000 fans 


the players at 
encounter while the Giants and Dod- 
gers drew 18,367 spectators to the 
Polo Grounds, N. Y. 

Despite the devil-may-care spirit 
in the keys, film and show business 
| generally in lesser centers was not 
good. The new world holocaust 
detailed on the air waves, remained 
too much competition. 


FRENCH IN MONTREAL 


as 


| OBJECTED TO ‘GESTE’ 


| Montreal, Sept. 5 
‘Beau scheduled to 
here at the Palace Friday (1), was 
withdrawn at the last minute due to 
from the French consul 
that film held material which might 
be of a nature prejudicial to the na- 
tional interests of France, especially 
during these times. Last minute 
booking of ‘Old Maid’ (WB) 
arranged after Legion film had been 


suggestion 


was 


plugged in advance and in advertis- 


{ing copy. 

Speciai showing of ‘Beau Geste’ 
was quickly arranged as courtesy to 
‘French consulate, with 


lieving that film would be okeyed 


after the screening, since picture is | 


not considered holding anything of a 
derogatory nature to France. 


{ Last filr> dealing with French 
Foreign Legion which roused con- 
siderable controversy here was 


}*Devil’s Island.’ 
| 
| Too Tough 
Hollywood. Sept. 5. 
Paramount’s Jegionnaires in ‘Beau 





| Geste’ are too tough to suit the! 
|French Army. Official protests 


caused the studio to whittle down 
| some of the brutality 

Chief kick was directed 
Brian Donlevy as the 
‘Sergeant Markoff. 


against 


hard-nosed 


showered pop bottles and abuse on | 
the Red Sox-Yanks | 


open | 


distribs be- | 


di : Sept. 2 for just one week, w 
subject to official gandering. E yan ° as 


| Censoring Voluntary 
Scissoring is being handled by the 


| British Board of Film Censors. Pro- | 
distributors and exhibitors | 


| ducers, 

| are to come in line on a voluntary 
| basis, except in the case of exports. 
| . 7 . 
|} Conditions under which 
{ 


| governed by the locality, but it is 


approximately 500 from here; psychology, Atlantic City was hyped | likely that most of them will be re- 


stricted to daylight hours. They are 
not compelled to provide bombproof 
' shelters, but must protect customers 
|from flying splinters and also pro- 
| vide cover for the staffs. 
| Jn some quarters it is believed the 
|dark period will be from three to 
| Six months, and in the West End of 
London and central parts of other 
key cities for duration of war. Coun- 
| try theatres, like those in Wales, will 
probably reopen quickly. 

Govt. Admits Need for Amus. 

| Government, it is said, is well 
aware of the need for entertainment 
during the period of hostilities and 
will encourage theatres to relight 
when the risk is not too great. Con- 
| sideration, however, is to prevent 
'public from assembling where a 
single bomb might cause 
of casualties. 

Distribs have moved their film 
stocks and important papers into 
safety zones in southern England. 
| Associated British and Pathe will 
| use their Welwyn Studios as an ad- 
ministrative center and British Lion 
will go out to its Beaconsfield plant. 
Columbia has leased a castle. 

Studios continued production right 
up to the final moment, but it is un- 
| likely that they will be permitted 
‘to operate any further, unless it be 


| 


to turn out propaganda. With the 
lifting of quota restrictions, Amer- 
ican films will be depended 


entirely when houses reopen. 
It is 


Korda may ship all his exposed 


negative of ‘Thief of Bagdad’ to Hol- | 


{lywood and complete the picture 
there. Bulk of the footage is com- 
pleted except for trick effects. 





French Cinemas Closed 
But Expect to Relight 


Paris, Sept. 5. 

Start of the Second World War 
finds show business in France virtu- 
ally at a standstill. Mobilization 
jand evacuation have caused general 
disorganization, but it’s known that 
ithe government will encourage re- 
{sumption of entertainment as soon 
{as it can be reorganized, as France 
considers it necessary to maintaining 
high morale. 


Pictu production is practically 


theatres ' 
will be permitted to reopen will be | 


hundreds | 


upon 


understovud that Alexander | 


cancelled. The buildings and lands 
| of the fair have been taken over for 
defense purposes, including housing 
of soldiers and guards. Located next 
to the local armory, tLe fair build- 
ings will also be used in prepar- 
‘ing soldiers for use with the British 
forces Overseas 

The order to cancel the fair was 
; not received until the night of Sept. 
|1, about 19 hours before the sched- 
uled opening. Just what the loss 
will be to the association and to 
| the exhibitors is not known now, but 
{it will be staggering. Adversely af- 
|fected, also, is Georg <A. Hamid, 
who was supplying the outdoor pro- 
gram as usual. Ben Williams, fur- 
nishing the midway rides, shows and 
concessions, as usual, was also 
socked out of one of his best stands. 
His carnival has been on the St. 
John fair midway for 14 years. Both 
Hamid and Williams have their bases 
at New York. 
| Wartime preparations are being 
|} made here not only against sabotage 
from the air, earth and water, but 
{in readying for response to the call 
for volunteer soldiers to aid Britain, 
Quickly, the fair plant has changed 
from an exhibition to an army base. 
| The land is all part of the district 
' militia base. 


| 





Trying to Get Home; 
London B.O. Hit Hard 


London, Sept. 5. 

The American Embassy is in touch 
with Washington to furnish facilities 
for the return of Americans, among 
those involved being acts imported 
for the Palladium’s ‘Crazy Show’— 
Cass, Owen and Topsy, and Jack 
Durant. 

Robert Montgomery has abandoned 
the idea of making ‘Busman’s Honey- 
moon’ and will return immediately. 
Maureen O’Sullivan, Ben Goetz and 
Richard Thorpe are awaiting pass- 
age. 

Among American performers in 
, the rush to sail for home is Miriam 
| Verne, terper, who played a ‘com- 
| mand’ date for Hitler and then told 
| newspaper reporters she thought he 

was ‘a very nice gentleman.’ Others 

sailing are Bellet and the English 

Bros., Chester Fredericks and Gloria 

Day. 


Korda’s British Chore 


London, Sept. 5. 
The British government has 
named Alexander Korda producer 
of its propaganda films. 
United Artists will distribute. 
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Americanism, and Not 
Competition, Bars Films | 
From Foreign Screens 





Williamstown, Mass.. Sept. 5. 

American are barred from 
Italian audiences because of the mes- 
sage of Americanism which they 
carry, not for commercial reasons, and 
the fact that they push off the screen 
home-made product. Addressing the 
Williamstown Institute of Human 
Relations, an annual taik-fest, How- 
ard Dietz, director of publicity and | 
advertising for Metro-Goldwyn- | 
Mayer, outlined reasons for the boy- 
cott of Hollywood product in some 
of the tctalitarian countries. 

‘What did the Italian people find 
in the Hollywood film that they did 
not find in the Italian film? First, 
they saw some approximation of 
American life. They sensed that our | 
films breathed a freedom, the wide 
sweep of men alone on the open 
plains, the camaraderie that pervades 
all exchanges between the various 
characters, the intimacy of the taxi- 
driver with his passenger, the simple 
code of the family where father and | 
son talk ‘man to man,’ the theme of 
great success achieved from humble | 
beginnings, the allure of titled per- | 
sonages leading to the cormmon man’s | 
ultimate disgust with evidences of. 
snobbery. 

‘Certain European authorities find | 
in the American motion picture an | 
undesirable portrait of democratic 
life and a people to whom the limi- 
tations of dictatorship and tyranny 
are intolerable,’ Dietz continued. ‘To 
some of us the film characters that 
I have generalized may seem trite 
and unimportant, but to a _ hard- 
pressed inhabitant of a provincial 
land or to a dispossessed coal miner 
in a European country, a figure from 
our humblest ‘western’ may seem al- 
most Godlike, Utopian, fulfilling in- 
conceivably noble dreams of a way 
of life beyond wildest hopes. 

Who Makes These Films? 

‘Who makes these films? Is it en- | 
tirely the whim of a man? Is it| 
clearly the extraordinary conception | 
of a person with something to say? | 
Is each film the “‘unique result of a 
unique temperament?” Whence 


films 


well-defined virtue, these noble dec- 
larations of the right of opportunity 
these selections from history to con- 
form to certain school-taught Amer- 
ican ways? As one watches the mo- 
tion picture organically, realistically | 
one cannot evade the conception that | 
the public is behind these films 
the people in Hollywood are ghost- 


and 


writers for the public. And as one 
notes the steady growth of the in 


dustry and sees that it has doubled 
its audience in the last ten years, one 
suspects that the public must be im- 
proving as an author. The realism 
of the movies is often based on remi- 
niscence of scer2en life itself rather | 
than recognition scenes from actual 
life. Time has given many movies | 
the right to be just the way they are, | 


| only. 


| urgency to the operators of film theatres. 


| us, 


TATION 


Wednesday, September 6, 











1939 








Status of the American motion picture theatre steps 
up into a spot of vital local and national importance 
with the start of the European war and its immediate 
repercussions on political, social and economic life: on 
this side of the Atlantic. 

Impact of world news, through the radio, strikes 
hourly with full force in American homes and stirs 
millions of families. Film theatres, from the largest 
first runs in key cities to the smallest operations in 
rural communities, are places of public assembly, meet- 
ing halls of democracy, wherein are to be found, as 
perhaps nowhere else in America, cross-sections of the 
nation’s people. Mass emotional response to the course 
of events is expressed, not always audibly, in gather- 
ings such as the theatre encourages. War loosens forces 
beyond individual control or reason, and those who 
would seek America’s innermost feelings will find in 
theatre audiences the trend of national thought. 

It was so during the World War when the theatre 


| expanded its function of public service into fields far 


outside the limitations of entertainment. This was true 
even before America joined with the Allies. From 
August, 1914, to the spring of 1917, urgent pleas were 
nade that the citizens of this country should main- 
tain strict neutrality. That the entire amusement 
world, imbued with the spirit of the best American 
traditions, fulfilled its obligations to the utmost is a 
matter of record. It was a job that was performed 
with skill and by the observance of the simplest of 
rules. The theatre—legitimate, vaudeville, burlesque 
and motion picture—was actuated by one principle 
America first, last—and all the time. 

President Roosevelt’s neutrality talk over the radio 
networks on Sunday (3) contained a message of special 
He stated: 

‘It is serious enough and tragic enough to every 
American family in every State in the Union to live in 


| a world that is torn by wars on other continents. Today 


they affect every American home, It is our national 


duty to use every effort to keep them out ef the 
Americas. And at this time let me make the simple 
plea that partisanship and selfishness shall be ad- 
journed; and that national unity be the thought that 
underlies all others.’ 


THE PRESIDENT’S ADROIT EMPHASIS 


There need be no doubt that the course w hich the 
amusement industry had adopted is in complete accord 
with the President’s statement. Every theatre man 
will be alert to protect his screen and stage from any 
encroachment contrary to a united national spirit. 

It was the succeeding paragraph of the President's 
address which most adroitly crystallized, however, 
what happened in American mass thought during the 
early years of the World War. Then, as now, the 
nation was neutral. Then, as now, the common meet- 
ing ground of millions of people was the motion pic- 
ture theatre. It is recalled that months before German 
acts overtly precipitated open hostilities, and a declara- 


tion of war by President Wilson, that the surge of | 
national feeling was felt unmistakably in theatre audi- | 


ences. Mr. Roosevelt said: 
‘This nation will remain a neutral nation, but I can- 


not ask every American to remain neutral in thought | 
~ : é } 
Even a neutral has a right to take account of | 


as well. 
facts. Even a neutral cannot be 
mind or his conscience.’ 

Despite centralized control and operation of the 
larger film theatre circuits, each unit will find its 
groove of most effective patriotic usefulness in close 
cooperation with forces within its own local sphere of 
influence. 
living and potential power in its community. Experi- 
enced showmen know how best to capitalize the op- 
portunities, not for profit, but for the common good. 
It is most likely that a period of new prestige will 


asked to close 


come to the film industry as theatres take advantage | 


of the chance to perform valuable service. 





most of our social complications and! ‘ 
maybe our whole propaganda for | 
Democracy is waged so that boy| 
may meet girl on a decent basis. As | 
for War, the very scenes of war | 
make for a paradoxical situation. If | 
the hero is killed we say what a 
brave fellow. he was to go through | 
that ordeal. If the villain is killed 
we say it serves him right. Either 
way, war does not come out as badly | ‘Beau Geste’ (Pa 
as it should. The intention of the} Artists later this 
films is to be anti-war. The shadow | already are 
world may play strange pranks with | local prints and 
| being worked ou 
‘As for contemporary social prob- | resistance will be 
lems which brings us close to our 
thoughts about Democracy, the mak- | 
ers of movies have to be extremely 





United Detroit’ 
tion in many moo 


‘The Women’ (M 


With six large 


careful not to misrepresent these | be used for a continuous parade, 
problems. They are somewhat em-| morning till night, around UA’s 


Women’ Brings Latest 
Fashions to Lobby Shows 


making 


ion show, first ever held in Detroit. 


cooperating, at least 25 models will 


contains twenty-seven ads suitable 
for small and large budget 
paigns. Ad copy plays up the two 
stars of the film and the dramatic 
story of Jerome Odlum from which 
the feature was adapted. 


U. S. Coast Guard Boat 
Helps Boost Picture 


Detroit, Sept. 5. 
s heftiest exploita- 
ns is shaping up for 
-G), which follows 
r) into the United 
month. Teaser ads 
appearance in 
additional bally is 
t, but the piece de 
a continuous fash- 


Hartford, Sept. 5. 

To plug the film ‘Coast Guard’ 
(Col), George M. Landers, manager 
of E. M. Loew’s Theatre, arranged 
for a Coast Guard Patrol Boat to 
come up the Connecticut River and 
dock here. Visitors were invited to 
inspect the boat. 


department stores 


his | 


° i | 
The theatre, in time of crisis, becomes a 


cam- | 


| dream; 


is quite as dramatic as the headlines 
of the daily paper. They rightly 
apply to the films in hand the yard- 
stick of possible success. They are 


not afraid of subject matter so much | 


as of failure. 


‘But most important of all is that! 


the movies themselves represent a 
broad propaganda for the American 
the movies themselves in- 
deed are part of that dream which 
has become more precious than ever 
in its trivia and fireside homeliness 
in view ef those forces about us who 
would make that dream a _ night- 
mare.’ 

Other speakers were Worthington 
Miner, Brock Pemberton, Alfred 
Harding and Dorothy Day. 





just as Time has given Passion Plays | 


or Punch and Judy shows the right 
to be just the way they are. To this 
degree the movies are immune from 
the kind of discussion that is the ac- 


} 
cepted thing in the world of books | 


A book is read by one person at a 
time, but the movies play to a mass 
of people who know what the movies 
are, and are quick to express by re- 
jection when they are not what they 
have asked them to be. 
Picture Criticism 

‘There are a host of specific criti- 
cisms frequently levelled at the mo- 
tion picture, such as the charge that 
motion pictures encourage crime by 
misrepresenting crime, that the cul- 
mination of a successful romance 
brings to solution all the social 
problems brought up by the film, 
that war is made heroic, that the 
films run away from contemporary 


political problems. On all these| 
points one is entitled to a contro-| 
versial opinion. In the case of} 


crime the movies are asked to deal | 


‘Music on the March 


Seattle, Sept. 5. 


encased a walking 


man in huge replica of book, carry- 
‘Wuthering Heights’ and 
‘Washington Square,’ now playing at 


ing signs of 


the Winter Garden. 


Man in the cardboard book carries 
a portable radio receiving set from 
which emits everything from church 


music to swing. 


look and listen without spotting the | 
hidden portable, but don’t fail to cast 
| their optics on the blazing colored 


} 


signs plugging the shows. 





‘Maisie’ Is Explosive 


Janesville, Wis., Sept. 5. 


Myers theatre promoted 


Sampson’s Latest Stunt 


k Sampson, p.a. for the Sterling 
sandwich | 


Crowds all turn, | 


a full 


with the crime problem and not, page newspaper advertisement cap- 
merely with crime itself. This they | tioned, ‘Who and Where Is Maisie?’ 
often do. One could cite several|in an exploitation tieup with mer- 
films. But in the others the critic | chants. 

finds a fallacy in the film exactly| First person to identify Maisie re- 
where there exists a fallacy in the! ceived a $5 cash award, while the 
law. His criticism then becomes a) first person to identify her at each 
gesture of revolution in the shadow | appearance in the stores listed on the 
world rather than in the real world.) full page ad received comps admit- 
If one laughs at the idea that love |ting two to the house. 

conquers all, one should pause and; Only helpful tip was to look for an 
ask again—does love conquer all?/| ‘Explosive Blond, who is five feet 
Maybe it does. Certainly the boy eight inches and weighs 120 pounds, 
meets girl theory is at the basis of! That’s Maisie.’ 


, , barrassed by the fact that no story) foyer, up to mezzanine and lounge, 
comes these ideas of love, this broad, | . y ¢ y | 29% F 5 


and down again. Each of six stores 
will supply own models and stores 


will split up showing of women’s ap- 


parel, with one store exhibiting 
coats, another lingerie, another 
| dresses. 

Figured half of models will be 


showing off their wares at one time, 
while other half is resting and slip- 
ping into another slip, 


Plenty of Buildup, 
But Where’s the Film? 
| ; 


Spokane, Sept. 5. 

| Exhibitors muffed a golden oppor- 
| tunity to cash in on plenty of free 
publicity during the American Legion 
state convention here. The _ host, 
Spokane Post, adopted ‘Walk and 
Drive Carefully. Only Angels Have 
| Wings’ and ‘Careful! Only Angels 
| Have Wings’ as safety slogans for the 
convention and pasted placards on 
every lamp-post and plenty of car 
bumpers, buildings, etc. 

No exhib bille d ‘Only Angels Have 
| Wings’ (Col). 





| 
| 


| ‘Dust’ Press Book Is 


Stunts, stories, ads, and accessories 
| are incorporated in the campaign 
plan for Warner Bros.’ ‘Dust Be My 
Destiny,’ starring John Garfield and 
Priscilla Lane, which the home office 
| advertising and publicity department 
is distributing to exhibitors this 
week, 

Book ties in with ‘The Old Maid’ 
and is billed as the second ‘hit’ on 
the season’s schedule. An outline of 
the fan ad campaign in Life and 
seven national fan publications is 
presented. 

Following the publicity section is 
outlined a six-day contest based on 
dialogue from previous Garfield- 
Lane pictures, Two pages of stunts 
have been specially prepared as ef- 
fective attention-getters for the film. 
Book contains a variety of posters, 
| banners, displays and general adver- 
| tising accessories planned to give 
|} maximum effect. 
An eight-page 


' 








advertising insert 





| Ready for Exhibitors | 





In view of the fact 
Duffy, former newspaperman of this 
city, co-authored the screenplay, the 


local sheets devoted several inches 
to the visitation. Times used pic- 
tures and a feature story on history 
of the nation’s Coast service. Story 


broke page one in The 
The Times. 


Gold Braid Premiere 


Hollywood, Sept. 5 
Gold braid and red carpet will 
collaborate on the launching of 


Metro’s “Thunder Afioat,’ slated 
Sept. 15 in Washington. D. C 
Wallace Beery, star of the piece, is 
skeded to mingle with Naval and 
Governmental bigshots. 


for 





‘BOGGS’ FALLS IN 


Hollywood, Sept. 5 


J. 


‘Abraham Lincoln Boggs’ went 
into production at Republic with 
Dudley Murphy directing. 

Cast is headed by Edward Ellis. 





Lewis Squawks 


Continued from page 1 





—— 
have appeared at strawhats this sum- 
mer, Lewis claims to know others 
who have been scared off because of 
the ‘belittling’ attitude tow 


ards sum- 
mer theatres, 


that Albert | 


Courant and | 


| grounds for the entire week, 


| 
| date, 





UD’s Garage Tieup 
To Offset Detroit 
Nabes’ Big Inroads 





Detroit, Sept. 5. 

United Detroit theatres here be. 
lieve they’ve got a system to lick 
downtown theatre parking, the bane 
of first-runners’ existence in this 
town, at least. While it’s been op- 
erating only two weeks, plan gives 
evidence of just what the doctor 
ordered to drag patrons away from 
the ideally-situated nabes. 

Instead of the average 35-to-75c, 
| parking fee gorged out of downtown 
| theatre payees previously, UD cir- 
cuit has worked out an agreement 
with National Garages, Inc., whereby 
| patrons may now park their jallopieg 
| for as low as 10c. System now cov- 
ers UD’s Michigan, United Artists, 
Palms-State and Broadway-Capitol 
| downtown spots, and will be extend- 





|; ed to cover the Madison, when and 
if that spot reopens. 


| For one dime, plus the usual vali- 
; dation of parking ticket at one of 
| theatre’s boxoffice, driving patrons 
may park their autos at any one of 
| three big outdoor lots, located from 
| two to three blocks from various 
| houses. For a 20c. fee they get in- 
| door parking facilities for the usual 
three and a half-hour show at one 
| of the nearby National Garages, and 
for 30c. a chauffer will drive car to 


| 

| 

| indoor garage and return with it 
| when patrons come out of show, 
| Prior to new system, similar sere 
vice cost from 25c. to 75c. 

Trek in the past few years to 
new, air-cooled, convenient nabes 
has had downtown operators in a 


dither, but UD thinks its new park- 
ing plan will exert considerable 
pressure to bring the folks down- 
town now that exorbitant parking 
fees have been eliminated. 





‘Name Only’ Hook-Up 
With Ohio State Fair 


Columbus, O., Sept. 5 

Tie-up with the Ohio State Fair, 
| worked out with the aid of the Coe 
lumbus Citizen, highlighted the exe 
| ploitation arranged by Harry Schreie 
ber, manager of the Palace theatre 
for RKO Radio’s ‘In Name Only? 
The theatre gave the Citizen a blowe 
up of a photograph of some State 
Fair visitors, snapped by the paper's 
cameraman, and five pairs of tickets 
Visitors identifying thems 
| selves received passes for the picture 
through the courtesy of the theatre. 
The Citizen devoted a news 
column to ‘In Name Only’ in connec- 
tion with the tie-up. Ten large bane 
ners were spotted around the fair 
credit- 
ing the theatre, attraction and play 
Radio station WKKC carrieda 
daily half-hour broadcast in connec- 
tion with the contest. 

Other features included a ‘Man on 
the Street’ program by station 
WCOL, and special window displays 





| daily. 


daily 


|} in department stores and stories and 


He mentions a well- | 
known femme star who thumbed 


down summer appearances because 
of this. Secondly, there’s the angle 
of the coming generation of talent. 
It is Lewis’ theory that a lot of this 
potential talent never gets started 
because of an unwillingness to begin 
via the somewhat ridiculed pasture 
circuit. Thirdly, comes the item of 
the boxoffice. Lewis wants to know 
how summer theatres can be ex- 
pected to have the public take them 
seriously when they are constantly 
referred to as storerooms for pitch- 
forks, converted antique shops or 
something similar. 

In general, the Lewis peeve adds 
up to this: The press should lay off 


the kidding angle and 
theatres seriously — and Variety 
should lead the way by coining a 


new expression to replace ‘strawhat.’ 


art layouts in the Journal, Citizen, 
and Dispatch. 


Beauty Finals Draw 
Packed House in K.C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 5. 


Finals of the state contest to select 
Missouri’s entrant in the national 
bathing beauty contest at Atlantic 
City was held at the Plaza theatre. 


Contestants from eight different 
cities were topped by Miss Marge 
Ley, St. Louis blonde. Runner-up is 
Harriet Baker, of Warrensburg, who 
will serve as alternate. 

Jim Long promoted the contest for 
his house after he held an earlier 
local contest to decide the Kansas 
City entrant. With only two days’ 
notice event drew full house on the 
week’s slowest night. 

Contest was a natural for general 
publicity as dailies cooperated in 
both art and news columns. 


Old Fight Film a Draw 


Milwaukee, Sept. 5. 
Unusual stunt by Roland Treul, 
manager of the Princess, resulted in 








' 


a one-day h.o. He acquired a 20- 
year old print of the Jack Dempsey=- 


sell summer! Jess Willard fight pictures, adver- 


tising the film as a main attraction. 
Success of the stunt ascribed to 
popularity of Dempsey. 
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Chi Continues Big; ‘Golden 
Boles-Pitts-Skelton Terrif at $50,000, 
Hell's -Vaude 156, 





——-—~ + 
Chicago, Sept. 5. | Cop" ane Mild oe Last 
: , reek, e: reste’ (Par) ¢ ¢ a 
Grosses in the loop continue on | die Vacation’ (Col) (oa = | 


the upswing with all the registers | 
riding high into the bright figures 
as sidewalk holdouts once more be- 
come a familiar sight in the down- 
town streets. Flock of holdovers 
and repeaters in the main artery 
this week, but despite this the busi- 
ness strength of the houses is ex- 
celient and the managers are feel- 
ing the tide of a rising prosperity 
as the public once more indicates 
readiness to plank down kopeks for 
entertainment. Weather perfect 


over Labor Day weekend and al- 
though estimated 250,000 left town, 
that many, if not more, came in. 

Riding high on the crest of all ac- 
tions is the B&K Chicago which, 
since Holy Week, has seen a stead- 
ily strengthening register. The first 
three months of this year were from 
hunger in a brutal fashion, but since 
the end of Lent the trend has been 
upward and upward and reaches a 
brilliant point currently with a 
mighty session on ‘Golden Boy’ plus 
personals of John Boles and ZaSu 
Pitts along with comedian Red 
Skelton. 

Rave notices for ‘Under Pup,’ 
which was shifted to the Roosevelt 
when the Palace backlog became too 
heavy, looks a cinch to send that 
‘nameless’ picture into happy coin. 
Has the advantage of a truly stand- 
out publicity campaign here by spe- 
cial U exploiteer Dave Lipton along 
with B.&K. p.a, Ed Levin. 

‘Oz is terrif again in its second 
week and the other holdovers in the 
loop are ‘Bachelor Mother,’ ‘Hotel 
for Women’ and ‘Star Maker,’ with 
the Oriental bringing ‘Second Fiddle’ 
back for subsequent action in the 
loop. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
«Star Maker’ (Par). Taking a sec- 
ond loop gander after an effective 
session in the Chicago and will 
garner snappy $5,500 currently. Last 
week, ‘Stanley’ (20th) turned in fat 
$6,400. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and stage show. 
John Boles key personal, along with 
ZaSu Pitts and Red Skelton. Shov- 
ing the gross up into the higher 
brackets for a whackeroo $50,000, 
heigh-ho. Last week, another send- 
over-the-armored-car session at $45,- 
500 for ‘Star Maker’ (Par). 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 25-55-65)— 
‘Hotel Women’ (20th). Shifted here 
from the Roosevelt but nothing too} 
hot at so-so $3,500. Last week, | 
‘Tropics’ (M-G) managed a worth-| 
while $4,200 | 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40) —| 
‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) plus ‘Artists 
and Models Revue’ unit on stage. 
Combo looks for favorable holiday | 
reaction and should snag a healthy | 
numeral at $15,500. Last week, ‘Un- | 
expected Father’ (U) plus ‘Clouds 
Over Europe’ (Col) came through 
with a shining $15,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
— Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and 
vaude (2d week). Entire layout will 
step off a right, bright $17,000 for 
its second session after snagging ex- 
cellent $23,000 on initial stanza. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- | 
75 )\—Under Pup’ (U). Looks like | 
surprise winner on the rave reports | 

' 





and word-of-mouth. Figures for 
cinch climb and buildup to okay | 
$10,000. Last week ‘Hotel Women’ | 
(20th) staggered around somewhat to 
Wind up with so-so $8,806. 
} State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
Hell's Kitchen’ (WB) and vaude. 
Picture looks like pie to this house’s 
patronage, and will up the take to| 
hefty $15,000 currently. Last week, | 
Come Out’ (M-G) managed fairish | 
$12,000 

_United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
9-55-65-75 ) ‘Oz’ (M-G). Set for 
real run and going into its second 
week as a cinch for powerful $17,000 | 
after garnering a mighty $23,500 on | 
its initial sesh here last week. 


‘MAID’ H.0. 26G, B’KLYN | Kitchen’ 


Heifetz Dual Bright $17,000—Burns | 
N.S.H. at 12G 

as Brooklyn, Sept. 5. 
ovenpite strong outdoor attractions | 
3 . “abor Day weekend downtown | 
cluxers managed to do strong biz, | 
particularly at Fabian Paramount, | 
on 18 ‘Old Maid’ and ‘Million Dol- 
mort 7 second week. RKO Albee | 
‘St tanley and Livingstone’ and 
Op, Look and Love’ also strong. 
ioe Estimates for This Week 
Pe cae (3.274; 25-35-50 )—‘Stanley’ | 
1) and ‘Stop, Look Love’ (20th). 


oon $18,5° Vast week, ‘Name, 
land’ jak ‘Chan Treasure Is- 

: “UTI $18,000. 
ciROR , (4080, 25-35-80) — “Leading 
en (Par) and ‘She Married 


| 100. 


pew Sav eee 


~s 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





VARIETY 








Boy Plus 


‘Pup Surprise 106 





$17,000. 

Met (3.618; 25-35-50)—‘Shall Have 
Music’ (UA) and ‘All Come Out’ 
(M-G). Bright $17,000. Last week, 
‘Carnival’ (UA) and ‘Miracles Sale’ 
(M-G) fair $15,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Old 
Maid’ (WB) and ‘Million Dollar Legs’ 
(Par) (2d wk). Excellent $26,000. 
Last week pair reached almost un- 
precedented heights of $31,600, 
smashing record of six years’ stand- 
ing. 





‘BOY’ GOLDEN 
106 IN SAD 
BUFF. 


Buffalo. Sept. 5. 
Combo of heat, war and infantile 
paralysis is bucking the grosses, 
though several topflight takes are in 
store. War jitters are bringing an 
8% discount on Canadian currency, 
cramping the style of holiday tour- 








ists. Sack cloth and ashes of Buf- | 
falo’s quarter million Poles no help | 
either. On top of this b.o. woe the | 
Health Dept. has ordered juves| 
under 14 from theatres because of | 
the infantile paralysis epidemic. 

Despite all this, however, Eddy 
Duchin is boosting ‘Hotel for Wo- 
men’ to a nifty gross. ‘Golden Boy’ 
also maintaining a swell pace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffale (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55 )— 
‘Hotel Women’ (20th) and Eddy 
Duchin band. Grabbing top coin 
and heading for a nifty $20,606. Last 
week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par), $14,500 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—‘Beau Geste’ (Par). Nice $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Oz’ (M-G) (2d 
slow $5,200. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Lead- 
ing Citizen’ (Par) and ‘Each Dawn’ 
(WB) (2d run). Sighting for $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Chips’ (M-G) (2d run) 
and ‘Night Work’ (Par), $6,200. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 





—‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and ‘Parents 
Trial’ (Col). Swell pace which 
promises $10,000 or over. Last week, 
‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) (2d wk) and 
‘Big Town Czar’ (U), nice at over 
$7,000. 

Twentieth Century (Basil-Dipson) 
(2.000: 15-25) — ‘Caolorada Sunset’ 


(Rep) and ‘Should Husbands Work?’ | 
(Rep). Around $2,500, Last week, | 
‘Star Born’ (20th) and ‘Broadway 
Bill’ (Col) (re-issues), $2,000. 


‘Tropics’ Dual $9,000, 
‘Star Maker’ 8G, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 5. 


With biz due for a natural boost 
over Labor Day 
the influx of visitors to attend the 
have 


fair, downtown 


booked 
the extra drawing power. 

First money goes to Loew’s, doing 
okay with ‘Lady of Tropics’ and 
‘Glamour Girls,’ dual. Circle is fair 
with ‘Star Maker’ and ‘This Man Is 
News.’ Apollo. dualling ‘Leading 
Citizen’ and ‘Hell's Kitchen,’ is gar- 
nering peasant coin, lured by the 
rustic appeal of Bob Burns in the 
first pic. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—Citizen’ (Par) and ‘Hell's 
(WB), dual. Better than 


managers 


weak pictures, counting on 


laverage with satisfactory $4,200. 
Last week. ‘Daughters Courageous 
(WB) and ‘Naughty Nice’ (WB). 


dual, okay at $3,800 on second week 
from the Circle. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Star Maker’ (Par) and ‘This 
Man’ (Par), dual. No great pull in 
either pic but riding nicely with 38,- 


(U) and ‘Forgotten Woman’ (U) 
sagged to $8,700 after strong Open- 


ing. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—‘Lady Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘Glamour 
Girls’ (M-G), dual. Peddling 
glamour in both pics to the farm} 
wives for nice $9.000. Last week, | 
‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) and ‘Mira- 
cles Sale’ (M-G), dual, lethargic at 
$7,500. 


| ‘Beau 


run), | 


; day) until friction is relieved, 


| ‘Exile 


and also helped by ; 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Sept. 7 

Astor—Goodbye Mr, 
(M-G) (17th wk.). 

Capitol—‘Lady of the Tropics’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variery, Aug. 9) 

Criterion—F light at Midnight’ 
(Rep) (6). 


Chips’ 





(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 30) 

Globe — ‘Angels Wash Faces’ | 
(WB) (2d wk.), 

Music Hall — ‘Golden 
(Col). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 16) 

Paramount—‘Star Maker’ (Par) 
(2d wk.). 

Rivoli — ‘The 
(4). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 30) 

Roxy—The Rains Came’ (20th) 
(8). 

Strand—‘The Old Maid’ (WB) 
(5th wk.). 

Week of Sept. 14 

Astor—‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ | 
(M-G) (18th wk.). 

Capitol—‘Lady of the Tropics’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 

Criterion—Payment Deferred’ 
(M-G) (13). 

Glebe—Man They Could Not 
Hang’ (Col) (16). 

Music Hall—‘Golden Boy’ (Col) 
(2d wk.). 

Paramount—‘Star Maker’ (Par) 
(3d wk.), 

Rivoli—‘The Real Glory’ (UA). 

Roxy—‘The Rains Came’ (20th) 
2d wk.). 

Strand—‘The Old Maid’ (WB) 
(6th wk.). 


HUB UP: ‘GESTE’ 
0G, LAMARR 
TORRID 336 


_——--. 


| 


Boy’ 


Underpup’ (U) 














Boston, Sept. 5. 

Good biz prevails generally, with! 
Geste,’ ‘Lady Tropics’ and| 
‘Name Only’ chalking up important | 
takes. 

Veterans of Foreign Wars annual 
encampment here last week did not | 
mean much to the b.o., although 
parades and fireworks drew hun-| 
dreds of thousands into the city dur- | 
ing the week. 

Vaude reopened at the RKO Bos- 
ton Friday (1), but union disputes 
prompted management to indefinitely 
cancel vaude after yesterday (Mon- 


Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40)— ' 
Express’ (GN) and ‘Bad 
Lands’ (RKO), dual, plus vaude for 
four days (1-4), and ‘Kokomo’ (WB) 


and ‘Chan Reno’ (20th) (both 3d 
run), dual, remaining three days. | 


Will garner around $6,500, okay. Last 
week, ‘Street Missing Men’ (Rep) 
and ‘First Offenders’ (Col), dual, 
three days, and ‘Wall Street Cowboy’ 
(Rep) (ist run) and ‘Good Girls 
Paris’ (Col) (2d run), dual, four 
days, good $5,500 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40-55) 

‘Star Maker’ (Par) (2d run) and 
‘Death of Champion’ (Par) (1st run), 
dual. Doing all right, $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) and 
‘Chicken Wagon’ (20th), dual, n.s.h 
$4,500 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55) —‘Name Only’ (RKO) and 
‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th), dual. 
Opened day earlier than usual (30) 


| to smash biz, taking advantage of big 


Last week, ‘Tomorrow Comes’ | 


| week) and 


parade crowd. Will get better than 
$18,000. very good, and should hold 
over. Last week, ‘Stanley’ (20th) (3d 
Unexpected Father’ (U) 
(2d week), dual, took a nifty $14,500 
for six days 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55) — ‘Beau Geste’ (Par) and 
‘Quick Millions’ (20th), dual. Around 
$20,000, smash. Last week, ‘Star 
Maker’ (Par) and ‘Drummond Bride’ 
(Par), dual, very good $18,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55) — ‘Lady Tropics’ (M-G) and 
‘Glamour Girls’ (M-G), dual. Sock- 
eroo, about $18,000 for Taylor-La- 
mour starrer. Last week, holdover | 
of ‘Oz’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie Vacation’ 
(Col), dual, excellent $16.600. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35-40- 


55)—Star Maker’ (Par) (2d run) 
and ‘Death of Champ’ (Par) (lst 
run), dual. Around $8,000, hefty. 


Last week, ‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) 
and ‘Chicken Wagon’ (20th), dual, 
seedy $5,500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538: 25-35-40-50) 
—Angels Wash Faces’ (WB) and 
‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) (both 2d! 
run), dual. Aiming at fair $4,500. | 


| Last week, ‘Hotel Women’ (20th) and | 


‘Island Lost Men’ (Par) (both 2d 
run), dual, $3,500. | 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55 )— | 
‘Lady Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘Glamour | 


Girls’ (M-G), dual. Very big $15,000 
indicated. Last week, ‘Oz’ (M-G) 
and ‘Blondie Vacation’ (Col), dual, 
(2d week), $11,000. 


| the houses having stage shows. The 


Wednesday 


i for this 


Big Bway Biz; Bing-Larry Clinton 





Sock $61,000, Ginger Wow $104,000 
2d, ‘Geste’-Mooners 306, ‘Pup’ $25,000 





Offsetting the exodus 
over the Labor Day weekend, in- 
coming crowds jammed the down- 
town area and the theatres as well 
as the World’s Fair. As usual, the 
tourists paid the most attention to 


of natives 


weather was favorable for the box- 
office and on the three days (Sat- 
urday-Sunday-Monday ), the business 
in most cases exceeded that: of the 
same holiday weekend last year. 
For the Paramount, with a new | 





| show, it was nearly double that of | 


the same three days last year. Mu- 


|sic Hall, which last Labor Day was 
;On its first week with ‘You Can't 


Take It With You,’ this year on a! 
holdover of ‘Fifth Avenue Girl’ did 
the same amount of business, which 
is terrific. Ot course, the Hall is a 
natural for the out-vf-towners, be- 
ing a ‘must’ on most sightseeing 
lists. 

As result of the heavy play on the 
second week of the Ginger Rogers 
picture, it has a good chance to hit 
$104,000 or over, thus beating the 
first seven days, when the gross was 
$103,800. 

Business was holding firmly yes- 
terday, with a rainy morning bring- 
ing in big crowds. This encouraged 
the Strand yesterday (Tues.) to re- 
tain ‘Old Maid’ another (5th) week, 
with Ozzie Nelson also continuing. 
For him it will be his second stanza. 
‘Maid,’ pacing for around $39,000 this 
week (4th), will be the first film to 
hold here for tive weeks in more 
than six years. 

With its sensational 
the Paramount chalks 
ful $61,000 with ‘Star 
Larry Clinton for the 
ending last night (Tues.). Less than 
a half-dozen shows have clocked 
over $60,000 since the pit band policy 
was established here nearly five 
years ago. The second week of 
*‘Maker’-Clinton begins today (Wed.). 

The Capitol took an immediate dip 
when Mickey Rooney went out last 
night (30), but it still 
continues at a good pace with ‘Wiz- 
ard of Oz’ and Judy Garland, plus | 
the new in-person additions, Bert 
Lahr and Ray Bolger. The last day | 
of Rooney was $7,500, while the first | 
day with the retained Miss Garland 
and the supplemental stage aaa? 
the gross fefl off to around $5,690. | 


weekend lift. 
up a power- 
Maker’ and 
first week 





} 
| 
| 





On the week, third for ‘Oz,’ the 
house should hit in the vicinity of 
$37,000. 
In spite of ‘Beau Geste,’ which 


had three weeks first run at the Rar- 
amount, the State will strike $30,- 
000 or thereabouts with the pull of 
Fd Sullivan and the Harvest Moon 
dancers. As in the past, the holi- 
day influx favored this house. Sul- 
livan and the Harvest Mooners on 
Labor Day week in 1937 drew $44,- 
387 when ‘Captains Courageous,’ one | 
of the most potent draws, was the 
film. By comparison thus, this | 
week's $30.000. considering the milk- | 
ing ‘Geste’ got, is very satisfactory. | 

‘Sherlock Holmes,’ brought in for 
Labor Day at the Roxy, may snatch 


| 


$35,000. It scrams after one week, | 
with ‘Rains Came’ due on F riday | 
(8). Another new picture is ‘The 


Monday morning (4). It started out 
okay and may run to $25,000 on the 


Under-Pup,’ shunted into the a 
first week. 


Two secondary first runs that are 
very good are ‘Angels Wash Their 
Faces’ at the Globe, and ‘These 
Glamour Girls.’ which winds up to- 
day (Wed.) at the Criterion. ‘An- 
gels’ is going great guns for a likely 
$14,000 and holds. ‘Girls’ at $11,500 


on the week is one of the best gross- 
ers the Crit has ever had. 

With listeners of radio war news| 
vastly increased, managers are specu- 
lating just much this may hurt 
the b.o. from now on. Holiday inter- 


how 


| fered with any real estimate to date. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1.012: 25-40-55-65)—‘Chips’ | 
(M-G) (17th week). Holiday trade | 
boosted the 16th week's take 
through Labor Day (4) to $11,100. 


This beats the business of the three 
prior weeks. Pic is here indef. 
Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25) 

‘Wizard’ (M-G) (3d week).and Judy 
Garland (3d week). plus Bert Lahr | 
and Ray Bolger (Ist week}. Indi- 
cations point to around $37,000, very | 
satisfactory following a second 
week for ‘Wizard,’ Mickey Rooney 
and Miss Garland of $55,000, tremen- 


dous Present show out tonight | 
(Wed.) with ‘Lady of Tropics 
(M-G) due tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Criterion (1,662: 25-40-55)—‘Glam- 
our Girls’ (M-G). Ends its week | 
todav (Wed.) in fine stride at around | 
$11,500. Last week, ‘Death of Cham- | 
pion’ (Par), weak at under $5,500. | 

Globe (1,790: 25-35-55) ‘Angels 
Wash Faces’ (WB) Looks certain 
of hitting $14,000, up in high money 
grind, and holds over. Last 


| South’ (RKO), $2,100. 


week, ‘Coast Guard’ (Col) got $6.700, 
fair. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) — 
Only’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘Chan 
Treasure Island’ (20th) (1st run), 
coupled, Top picture bringing ‘em 
in for a possible $9,500, good. Last 
week’s brace, ‘Frontier Marshal’ 
(20th) (2d run) and ‘Spellbinder’ 
(RKO) (1st run), $6,600, weak. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) 
—Star Maker’ (Par) and Larry 
Clinton orchestra (2d week). Begins 
holdover today (Wed.) after sock- 
ing through to mighty $61,000 on the 
initial seven days. Labor Day 
weekend business here was more 
than 40% better than last year for 
the same three days. Last week, 
‘Leading Citizen’ (Par) and Jimmie 
Lunceford, $26,000. disappointing. 

Radio City Musie Hall (5,980; 40- 


‘Name 


60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Fifth Ave. Girl’ 
(RKO) and stage show (2d-final 
week). A Tiffany at the bo. and 


likely to blaze its way to $104,000 
on the holdover, after a first week's 
smash take of $103,800. Not being 
held a third lap. however, with 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col) opening tomor- 
row (Thurs,). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55) — ‘Fury of 
Tropics’ (U). Probably opens here 
today (Wed.) or tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Dual reissue bill of ‘Raven’ (U) and 
‘Mummy’ (U) finished the first seven 
days Monday night (4) to $8,000, 
good, and thus being held over 
couple days or so. In ahead ‘Con- 
spiracy’ (RKO) a bit over $5,000, not 
so good, 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99) — 
‘Under-Pup’ (U). Opened here La- 
bor Day (4) and away suitably for 
possible $25,000 on the first week. 
Final five days on third week of 
‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) was $11,000. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75) — ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes’ (20th) and stage show. 
Another single-weeker for house at 
only around $35.000, not good over a 
major holiday. Last week, ‘Hotel for 
Women’ (20th), a claimed $36,900. 


‘Rains Came’ (20th) scheduled for 
Friday (8). 
State (3,450: 35-55-75) — ‘Beau 


Geste’ (Par) (2d run) plus Ed Sulli- 
van and Harvest Moon dancers. Su!- 
livan and the Mooners aren’t ap- 
proaching the $44,387 they did here 
two years ago with ‘Captains Coura- 
geous’ (M-G), real picture support, 
but they are doing very well at 
around $30,000. ‘Geste’ not only used 
up a lot of customers at the Par first 
run on three weeks, but it also is 
day-and-dating in other Loew houses 
now. Last week here ‘Iron Mask’ 
(UA) (2d run) and Bunny Berigan, 
Al Trahan, over $25,000. 

Strand (2,767: 25-50-55-75-85-99)— 


‘Old Maid’ (WB) (4th week) and 
Ozzie Nelson band (ist week). Ter- 
rific business being piled up here, 


with everything pointing to around 
$39,000 this week, fourth for the pic- 
ture and first for Nelson On the 
basis of this strong pace, house 
forced to #o a fifth week with ‘Maid.’ 


first film to be held here that tong 


isince ‘42d Street,’ six years ago. Third 


week for ‘Maid’ and the final stanza 
for Horace Heidt was $44,500, im- 
mense. Nelson holds over with 
‘Maid.’ 


‘STAR MAKER’ NIFTY 
$4.80 IN OKLA. CITY 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 5. 

‘Star Maker’ and ‘Stanley and Liv- 
ingstone’ are pacing box offices here 
this week 
ed bot However, nothing big 
is in sight Last ‘Wizard of 
Oz’ led the pack with $6,500 

Estimates for This Week 
Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 


with good grosses expect- 


on th 


week 


-Star Maker’ (Par). Good $4.800. 
Last week ‘Oz’ (M-G), very good 
$6,500. 

Liberty (Stan) (1.200: 15-20-25)— 


| ‘Miracles for Sale’ (M-G) and ‘Pan- 


ama Lady’ (RKO), split with ‘Code 
Secret Service’ (WB) and ‘Bad 
Lands’ (RKO), ordinary $2.000. Last 


| week ‘5 Came Back’ (RKO) and 
‘Spellbinder’ (RKO), solit with 
| ‘Waterfront’ (WB) and ‘Way Down 


Midwest (Stain) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Stanley’ (20th). Good $4,200. Last 


| week ‘Each Dawn’ (WB), nice $4.400. 


Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40)—‘Each 
Dawn’ (WB), good $900. Last week 


i*‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U), so-so $700. 
Both moveovers. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 15-20-25)— 
‘Man Couldn't Hang’ (Col) and 
‘Konga’ (Col) split with ‘Married 
Cop’ (Rep) and ‘Should Husbands 


Work’ (Rep), good $2,300. Last week 
‘Tidal Wave’ (Rep) and ‘Prison Bars?’ 
(Col) split with ‘Coast Guard’ (Col) 


and ‘5 Little Peppers’ (Col), good 
$2,500. 

Tower (Stan) (1,000: 20-25-30)— 
‘Oz’ (M-G). Nice $2,600. Last 


Tropics’ (M-G), $2,000 
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Miracles-Stase Folies Drags, 166, 
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--Mpls.; ‘Star Maker’ Okay at $7,500 











Minneapolis, Sept. 5. 

Despite a stellar array of pictures, 
business generally stacks up as de- 
cidedly sub-rosa. Loop showmen 
are blaming the slump on the war 
situation and the state fair. How- 
ever, although plenty of people are 
staying away from the theatres in 
order to keep glued to their radios 
to learn the latest news from the 
European front, Paul Whiteman 
grabbed smash biz at the Orpheum 
last week and ‘Wizard of Oz’ breezed 
through eight days healthily at the 
World. The World, with ‘4 Feath- 


ers,’ and the Time, with ‘Clouds 
Over Europe,’ are doing well this 
week. 

The pinch is being felt particu- 
larly at the Orpheum, Minnesota 
and State. First named has ‘Folies 
Bergere,’ click stage show. The 


Stroud Twins head the Minnesota’s 
bargain bill, while the heavily. ex- 
ploited ‘Star-Maker’ holds forth at 
the State. 

After its sock eight days at the 
State, ‘Oz’ has moved to the Century 
for an extended first-run and it’s 
on the way to another profitable 
week. Indications are that it will 
go a third canto. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Million Dollar Legs (Par) and ‘All 
Come Out’ (M-G), dual. Headed for 
satisfactory $1,400 in six days. Last 
week, ‘Couldn’t Hang’ (Col) and 
‘Forgotten Women’ (U), dual, split 


with ‘Woman Judee’ (Col) and 
‘Hobby Family’ (WB), dual, $1,200, 
mild. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 


35-40)—‘Oz’ (M-G). Moved here 
after dandy eight days at the State, 
good $6,500 in prespect. Oid $12,000 
in eight days at State. Last week, 
‘Stanley’ (20th) (2d week), did 
$4,000, okay, after big $8,200 first 
week at the Siate. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25) — 
‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th). Looks 
like mild $2,200. Last week, ‘Gla- 
mour Girls’ (M-G), $3,000, good. 

Granada (Par) (25-35)—Borrowed 
Time’ (M-G), split with ‘Tarzan’ 
(M-G). Headed for light $1,800. 
Last week, ‘Chips’ (M-G). split with 
‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G), $2,200, 
good. 

Minnesota (Mpls. Co.) (4,000; 15- 
30)—‘Within Law’ (M-G) and vaude 
(Stroud Twins). Picture first major 
product here, having been passed up 
by Minnesota Amus. Co. (Par), 
lacking names. Heading for good 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Husbands Work?’ 
(Rep) and vaude, $5,200, light. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 35- 
40-55)-—‘Miracles Sale’ (M-G) and 
‘Folies Bergere’ on stage. ‘Folies’ 
generally acclaimed, but b.o. disap- 
pointing. But should build through 
word-of-mouth to $16,000, which 
compares unfavorab!y with $24,000 
pulled by first ‘Folies’ edition at 
slightly higher scale. Last week, 
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‘Coast Guard’ (Col), four days, bad 
$900 after immense $21,000 week 
garnered by Paul 
and ‘Hotel Women’ (20th). 

State (Par-Singer) 
40)—‘Star Maker’ (Par). Lots 
money spent plugging this one and 
the folks like it. Piling un a good 


$7,500. Last week, ‘Oz’ (M-G) $12,-| Guard’ (Col), dual. 


000 for eight days, very big. 


Time (Gillmen) (290: 25-35-40)— | 


*Clouds Over Europe’ (Col). Very 
well-liked picture and is building, 
Timeliness of title helps. Should 
see a pretty good $1,009. Last week, 
‘Take It with You’ (Col) (reissue), 
$800, mild. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—Feathers’ (UA). Raves for this 
one. Biz $3,000 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Mikado’ (U) (4th week), 
ogg after lisht $500 for four days. 


ut run was highly successful and | 
three weeks bring- | 


profitable, firs 
ing in big $7,000. 


Air Races Send Cleve. 
Into Tailspin; “‘Trenics’ 


$12,000, ‘Name’ $9,500 


Cleveland, Sept. 5. 

They’ve got the ‘up-in-the-air- 
blues’ around here with the three- 
day national air races luring an es- 
timated 200.000 away from pic tills 
over the holidays. Matinee biz 
practically nil and visitors too tired 
from plane rubber-necking' by 
night. 

Enough trade still left to hike 
‘Lady of Tropics’ at State. ‘Name 
Only’ sagging at Hipp while ‘An- 
gels Wash Faces’ being washed out 
at Palace. 


Estimates for This Week 





Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Unexpected Father’ (U) and 
‘Moto Vacation’ (20th), dual. On 


books for a week but terrific pan- 
nings for former and lethargic open- 
ing may shorten run to $1,000 and 
four days. Last wee‘, ‘Chan Reno’ 


$3,500 for h.o. after transfer from 
Hipp. Last week, ‘Stanley’ (20th) 
(2d week) whammed out $5,000. 
Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 
— ‘Stolen Life’ (Par) and ‘Allen 
Murder’ (Par) (2d run), dual. 
Bergner name in first pie good | 


magnet; assured of nice $2,900. Last 
week, ‘6,000 Enemies’ (M-G) and 
‘Cowboy Quarterback’ (WB), okay 


$1,500 for half a stanza. 


Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Name Only’ (RKO). Gives no in- 
dication of anything heftier than | 
$9,500, merely satisfactory. Last | 
week, ‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) not! 
up to local Dunne or Boyer stand- | 
ards, fair $9,000. 


Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) | 


—Angels Wash’ (WB). In second 
gear, $5,000, but getting nice night 


play. Last week, ‘Holmes’ (20th) | 
staggered through the heat for | 
$4,500. 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Lady Tropics’ (M-G). Ribbed 
plenty by cricks but powerful La- 
marr-Taylor tieup made it the No. 1 
draw for visitors; $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par) was 
sweetly peddled; top money, $11,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Star Maker’ (Par). Carrying 
out State’s good showing, $5,509, in J 
extended first run. ‘Oz’ (M-G) last 
week one of house’s smartest hold- 
overs, $6,500. 


LADY™GUARD’ 
IIGINNICEK.C. 











week at $6,600, and moved to the 
Mayfair. 

Liberty (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2,- 
000; 30-35-40)—‘Stanley’ (20th) and 
‘Quick Millions’ (20th). Socko open- 
ing program for this house’s new 
first-run policy, and off to a big start 
with $5,500. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
30-35-40) —Each Dawn’ (WB) and 
‘Hobby Family’ (WB). Moved over 
for a second week from the Broad- 
way, and getting a nice $3,000. Last 
week, “Tomorrow Comes’ (U) and 
‘Miracles Sale’ (M-G) concluded a 
strong second week at $2,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40)—‘Beau Geste’ (Par) 
and ‘News Night’ (20th). Getting a 


/winning play on the desert war pic 


for $6,000, and may hold. Last week, 
‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) and ‘Million 
Dollar Legs’ (RKO) fair $4,300. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40) —‘Oz’ (M-G). Without a 
double feature, remained a heavy 
winner in its second week around 
$5,800. First week piled up terrific 
$8,000, 


‘Women $16,000 
Paces OK Cincy; 





Tron Mask’ 11446 





Cincinnati, Sept. 5. 
European war chill was overcome 
by holiday-padded weekend and 
cinema trade currently is okay. Ace 
b.o. lure this week is ‘Women,’ 
which is attracting a swell Albee 
figure. ‘Iron Mask’ is next best with 
an all-right take for the Palace. 
They’re the only two fresh releases 
at major stands, new product being 

held back for start of fall season. 


Of the holdovers, ‘Oz’ is perking 
a hefty Capitol mark after being 


| smash in its initial seven days of a 


| minimum month’s stay. 


Kansas City, Sept. 3. 

Theatre row is brightened by trio | 
of magnetic films among the first 
runners and holdover of ‘Star 
Maker’ at the Newman. ‘Stanley 
and Livingstone’ got jump on the| 
field with opening on Wednesday | 
and is holding its advantage. Film 
is strong possibility for holdover. 
Tower, which reopened recently | 
after dark summer, is looking up 
with considerable improvement in | 
its film fare. Names of George Raft | 
and Claire Trevor in ‘Stole Million’ 
give a marquee advantage not éen- | 
joyed opening week. ‘Lady of | 
Tropics,’ at the Midland, got a strong | 
running mate in ‘Ccast Guard’ arid | 
pair greatly bettering last week's 
low take. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- | 
west (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Stanley’ (20th). Moved in early 
with Wednesday (30) opening. | 
Started strong in both spots and 
looks to follow closely ‘Jesse James’ 


Whiteman orch| and ‘Alexander’ of:last season: $10.- | 
| 000 combo seen. Last week, ‘Mikado’ 
(2,300; 25-35-| (U) singled in both houses and gave 
of | way after only five days to $4.000. 


Midiand (Loew's) (3.573; 10-25-40) 
—Lady Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘Coast 
Top names in| 
both, and pair doing nicely at $11.- 
006. Last week, ‘Glamour Girls’ | 
(M-G) and ‘Man Couldn’t Hang’ | 
(Col), dual, showed lowest figures in 
some time, $7.000. 


Newman (Paramount) (1.900; 10- 
25-40) —‘Star Maker’ (Par) (2d 
week). Follow-up week around 


$5,500, pleasant, especially after first | 


week’s $9,000, best of Crosby figures 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Women’ (M-G). Very big $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Name Only’ 
okay $11,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Oz’ (M-G) (2d week). Socko $10,000. 
Last week, a whiz-bang $16,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Spellbinder’ (RKO), first half, and 
‘Wong Chinatown’ (Mono) dualed 
with ‘Smuggled Cargo’ (Rep), last 
half. All right $1,900. Last week, 
‘Timber Stampede’ (RKO), ‘Lost 
Men’ (Par), ‘Down South’ (RKO), 
singly, average $1,800. 

Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Name Only’ (RKO). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. Fair 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Stole Million’ 
(U) picked up in last half to hit a 
fairly good $4,200. 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400; 25-40)-—‘Star 


Maker’ (Par). Transferred from 
Palace for second week. Fair 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Tomorrow 


Comes’ (U) (2d run), fair $3,600. 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—‘Iron | 


Mask’ (UA). No complaints at $11,- 
500. Last week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par), 
tolerable $10.500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 35-42)— 
‘Stanley’ (20th) (2d run-2d week). 
Good = $3,500. Last week, nice 
$4,800. 


‘GOLDEN BOY’ $8,000, 
"DITTO CROSBY, SEATTLE 





here recently. Seattle, Sept. 5. 





Orpheum (RKO) (1,500: 10-25-40) 
—Each Dawn’ (WB) and ‘Every- 
body’s Hobby’ (WB) dual. Showing 
food returns. $6.800. Last week 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and ‘Saint 
in London’ (RKO), dual (2d week), 
nice $5,000 following 
week. 

Tower (Joffee) (2.050: 10-25)— 
‘Stole Million’ (WU) and vaude. Sec- 
ond week of house’s new policv and 
with holiday plav may run to $6.800 


good. Last week. ‘Havpen to You’ 
(20th), with vaude, onened house 
after dark summer. Figured okay 
at $6,500. 





‘Geste’ Slick $8,000, 


Shakeup of several houses had the | 
Orpheum dark for a few days await- | 
ing new vaude policy while Ham- | 
rick-Evergreen shifted first-run pix | 
to the Liberty for a socko ovening of | 
‘Stanley and Livingstone.” Hamrick- 
Evergreen’s Paramount a heavy win- 
ner with ‘Beau Geste.’ 

_ ‘Four Feathers’ at the Broadway | 
is another big ducat-seller, as_ is | 
‘Wizard of Oz’ in its second week at | 
Parker’s UA. 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- | 





(20th) plus ‘Girl Rio’ (Mono), dual, | 40)-—‘Feathers’ (UA) and ‘Unexpect- 
spurted to good $1,300 for samejed Father’ (U). 


period. 
Allen (RKO) 
—Tomorrow Comes’ (U)., 


Over the top for 
good results at $5,000. Last week, 


(3.000: 30-35-42-55) | ‘Each Dawn’ (WB) and ‘Hobby Fam.- | 
Ordinary ‘ily’ (WB) concluded a bangup first 


big sning ing plenty of pep. 
- ee me | will hold as a result of | 


é 5) | there by the Sterling outfit. 
a ¥ : 
Feathers 5G, Port. | trip were John Danz, president, Fred 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 5. | and Bill Danz, Jack Sampson, Paul 


| Last week, 


Rainy weekend, and absence of 


the ball team from town, gave the | 


Labor Day b.o. a break. Grosses up 
and down the line registered heftily 
with ‘Golden Boy,’ ‘Four Feathers,’ 
‘Star Maker’ and the ‘Oz’ h.o. show- 
Odets pic and 
Feathers’ 
their forte showing. 

Jay Clarke, mentalist, on stage at 
the Orpheum, is holding for a fifth 
week and upping biz appreciably. 

Palomar, on the Sterling chain, 
was open Labor Day only this week. 


House closes for three days to pre- | 


| pare for preem here of ‘Old Maid,’ 
| first Warner product on Sterling’s 
| new contract. Meantime Sterling 
;}execs spent the weekend in Port- 
|land for take-over of the Orpheum 
Making 


Bangasser, and Bill’ Foreman, 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42)—‘Stanley’ (20th) and 
‘Quick Millions’ (20th). Moved over 
from Paramount for third week. 
Heading for $3,800, big. Last week, 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and ‘Bor- 
rowed Time’ (M-G) (3d wk), $2,800, 
good. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-27-32)—'Man About Town’ 
(Par) and ‘Susannah Mounties’ 
(20th) (2d run). Medium $2,800. 
‘Invitation Happiness’ 
(Par) and ‘Never Say Die’ (Par) 
(2d run), slow $2.100. 

Colonial (Sterling) (800: 10-21) 
‘Timber Stampede’ (RKO) and ‘Mil- 


(RKO), | 


‘Old Maid’ Super $26,000, Philly: 
‘Boy -Holden LaG, Heifetz $12,500 


———=3 





lion Bollar Racket’ (Premier), dual, 
split with ‘Caliente’ (Rep) and ‘So- 
ciety Lawyer’ (M-G) (2d run), 
Headed for $2,300, good. Last week, 
‘Across Plains’ (Mone) (Ist run) and 
*‘Disbarred’ (Par) (2d run), dual, 
split with ‘Sudden Money’ (Par) and 
‘Third of Nation’ (Par) (2d run) so- 
so at $1,900, 

Fifth Avenue’ (Hamrick - Ever- 
green) (2,349; 27-37-42)—‘Oz’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Still powerful enough for 
$6,000, big. Last week, same film, 
sensational $11,400, nicest dough in 
long while. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-27-32-42) 
—‘Golden Boy’ (Col). Great $8,000 
in store and holding for another 
stanza, Last week. ‘Eagle and 
Hawk’ (Par) and ‘5 Little Peppers’ 
(Coy), good $4,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(850: 27-37-42)-—‘Four Feathers’ 
(UA). Wonderful $6,000 and set for 
a run. Last week, ‘Stolen Life’ 


(Par) good $3,900 for nine days. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 27-37-42)—‘Hotel Women’ 
(20th) and ‘Ali Come Out’ (M-G), 
plus Jay Clarke, mentalist on stage. 
Anticipating $6,500, big. Last week, 
‘Leading Citizen’ (Par) and ‘Million 
Dollar Legs’ (Par) plus Jay Clarke, 
fair $3,900. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37-42)—Tidal Wave’ (Rep), plus 
vaude, Fine $900 for Labor Day 
only. House closed thereafter for 
three days. Last week, ‘Monterey’ 
(20th) and ‘Wong Chinatown’ (M-G), 
plus vaude, $4,600, good. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039: 27-37-42)—‘Star Maker’ (Par) 
and ‘Forgotten Woman’ (U). Sight- 
ing for a hefty $8.000. Last week, 
‘Stanley’ (20th) and ‘Quick Millions’ 
(20th) (2d wk) nice $5,200. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-27- 
32)—‘Unexpected Father’ (U) and 
‘Lady’s from Kentucky’ (Par) (2d 
run), Very nice $2,600. Last week, 
‘Sun Never Sets’ (U) and ‘Kid Ko- 
komo’ (WB) (2d run) slow $2,000. 





LAMARR $17.500 
INNORMAL D.C. 


——— 





Washington, Sept. 5. 

With cold spell and visiting yokels 
balancing holiday exodus and inter- 
est in radio war bulletins, total take 
looks about average this week. 
Curious angle is fact that four major 
spots are all within $3,000 of same 
figure, first time In months that one 
| hasn’t been away out in front and 
another way down, 

Leader looks to be ‘Lady of the 
Tropics’ at the Capitol, holding a 
slight edge over ‘Golden Boy’ at the 


Earle, and ‘Wizard of Oz’ at the 
| Palace, latter two being nose and 
;nose. Keith's is surprisingly strong 


with ‘In Name Only’ and might push 
into triple tie for second place. 
Estimates for This Week 


Capitel (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—Tropics’ (M-G) and vaude. Will 
lead town with average $17,500. Last 
week, ‘Carnival’ (UA) can thank 
Glenn Miller orch for swell $22,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 25-40)— 
‘Stanley’ (20th) (2d run). Back after 
two oke weeks at Palace and should 
see solid $5,000. 








Last week, ‘Hotel 
Women’ (20th) (2d run) passable 
$3,600. 
| Earle 


‘Golden Boy’ (Col) 
Plenty bally and 
helping battle 


and 


stiff 


| vv 





Philadelphia, Sept. 5, 

Good product braced by plenty of 
newspaper ballyhoo and pleasant 
words from the crix upped b.o.’s in 
downtown houses this week. Also 
helping the take were midnight 
shows at three of the first-run houses 
(Earle, Boyd, Fox) on Sunday night, 

Personal appearances of Bob Hold- 
en of ‘Golden Boy’ and Jack Haley 
of ‘Oz’ helped boost the take of those 
two pics. Most potent of the films, 
however, is ‘Old Maid,’ at the Boyd. 
With crix falling over themselves jn 
their efforts to sing the praise of 
Bette Davis, the film has been play- 
ing to S.R.O. since its opening Thurs- 
day (31), and looks good for $26,000, 
a near-record for this house. 

Also plenty forte are Krupa-Haley 
flesh combo and ‘Sherlock Holmes’ at 
the Earle. The Aldine deluxer is 
marking its fall reopening with ‘Shall 
Have Music’ with a better-than-aver- 
age $12,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57)— 
‘Shail Have Music’ (UA). First ate 
traction for this house since its re- 
opening after summer shutdown, 
Spotted to attract the carriave trade, 
it is ringing up a par $12,500, 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57)—‘Olda 
Maid’ (WB). Femmes jamming this 
place from opening to closing. Looks 
like a _plus-forte $26,000. Lost week, 
second canto of ‘Oz’ (M-G), medi- 
ocre $11,200 after strong opening 
round, 

Earle (WB) (2,423: 37-42-57-68)— 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th) plus Jack 
Haley and Gene Krupa’s band with 
Irene Daye on stage. Combo is 
driving them into the Earle in droves. 
Skedded for a nice $25,000. Last 
week, ditto for ‘Glamour Girls’ (M- 
G) plus Betty Grable and Rochester. 

Fox (WB) (2,423: 32-42-57)— 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col). With Bill Hold- 
en doing a p.a., this Odets opus is 
doing a nice $15,000. Last week ‘To- 
morrow Comes’ (U) did $14,000. 


Karlton (WB) (1.067; 32-42-57)— 
‘Oz’ (M-G) (2d run). Good for a 
chipper $6,000. Last week brought 
a sad $3,400 for ‘Hotel Women’ 
(20th). 

Palace (WB) (1.100; 26-42)— 


‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) (3d run). 
Looks like above-par $5,700. Last 
week, ‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) (3d run), 
$5,900. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 32-42-57)— 
‘Stanley’ (20th) (2d wk). Eased off 
after opening sesh and looks like an 
even $11,000 after a snappy $16,000 
on the opening round. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 32-42-57)— 





‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) (2d run). 
Only a so-so $5,000 expected. Last 
week, ‘Stole Million’ (U) (1st run) 
did $6,700. 


Miller Orch Pilots 
‘Coast Guard’ to 176, 
Balto; Rest So-Se 


Baltimore, Sept. 5. 








| 
lb 
| 


vaude.| than regular house opening. 
rep of stage play | prise 
opposition for | staff, 


With rest of town inclined to 
blame holiday week-end and fire- 
side radio war news for unexciting 
iz, combo Hipp is ringing up one 
of its biggest grosses in its history 


with Glenn Miller band tied to 
‘Coast Guard.’ 
B.o. interest in new band name 


evident from opening day when line 


(WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— | formed at 8 a. m., three hours earlier 


Sur- 
including house 
pull registered 


to everyone, 
is nocturnal 


average $15,000 Last week, ‘Old| from non-iiving, middle-aged cus- 
Maid’ (WB) (2d wk) profitable| tomers willing to wait for seats 
$14.000. | along with the jitterbugs. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.830; 35-55) —| Some mild interest, not up to ex- 
i\‘Name Only’ (RKO). Surprising | pectations, being manifested in 
with big $12,000. Last week, ‘To- |‘Lady of the Tropics,’ at Loew’s 
morrow Comes’ (U) (2d wk) held | Century, and ‘Star Maker.’ at Keith’s. 
|for good $7,000. | Both holding just a bit better than 
| Met (WB) (1.600: 25-40)—‘Indian- | fair, 
japolis’ (WB). Mats off and night Estimates for This Week 
average. Maybe fair $3,700. Last Century (Loew’s-UA) (3.000: 15- 
Sa oos ‘Coast Guard’ (Col) average | 25-40)— ‘Tropics’ (M-G). Not catch- 


Palace (Loew) (2.242: 35-55)—‘Oz’ 
(M-G). Much bally and nice no- 
tices, but won't beat average 315.000. 
Last week, ‘Four Feathers’ (UA) 
| Slipped sharply to average $15,500 
| for eight days. 


Dix ‘Reno’ Starter 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Richard Dix started work under 
| his new RKO contract in ‘Reno,’ a 
high-budget picture of pioneer days. 


John Farrow is directing for Rob- 
ert Sisk. 





Got Some Shootin’ to Do 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
‘Gun Chores,” a yarn by Jack 
Jungmeyer, will be the first Hopa- 
long Cassidy picture produced by 
Harry Sherman for Paramount’s 





j 





_| 1939-40 program. 


| Shooting starts Sept. 18. 


ing on in manner expected at $9.500. 
Last week, second of ‘Oz’ (M-G) 
added pleasing $7,900 to big open- 
ing round of $12,200. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Coast Guard’ 
(Col) plus, and owing it all, to 


Glenn Miller band. Chalking up a 
wow $17,000, biggest take here in 
moons, Last week, ‘Saint London’ 
(RKO) plus ambitiously ballyhooed 
eighth anniversary vaude layout, 
okay $13,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406: 15- 
25-35-40)—‘Star Maker’ (U). Hola- 
ing moderate pace to fairish $8,000. 
Last week, second of ‘Tomorrow 
Comes’ (U) added mild $4,900 to 
nice initial $8,300. 

New (Mechanic) (1.581; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Stanley’ (20th) (3d week). Fair 
$3,500 after strong total of $11,900 
for first two weeks. . . 
15-25-35-¢ 


Stanley (WB) (3.280; 
55)—‘Old Maid’ (WB) (2d wee 
Continuing fairly well at $7,500 after 


bango opener to $15,300. 
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Frisco Sluggish; ‘Geste’ Beaucoup 
Leader at 216, Boy Slides, $12,000 


San Francisco, Sept. 5. 

Good weather hit the holiday 
business here. All trains leaving 
town were filled to capacity. Pros- 
pective theatre-goers were split be- 
tween the expo, holiday trips and 
the war shock. Labor Day is gen- 
erally good here but business this 
year was not nearly as big as in the 
past on account of the Fair, which 
offered a big free attraction in Jack 
Benny, Mary Livingstone and Phil 
Harris’ orch. 

Biggest film grosser this week 
looks to be ‘Beau Geste,’ dualed at 
the Fox. ‘Golden Boy,’ at the Or- 
pheum, opened big and then slid 
somewhat with the outbreak of hos- 
tilities in Europe. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Beau 
Geste’ (Par) and ‘Night Work’ (Par), 
dual. Destined to get $21,000, the 
biggest gross in town this week. 
Take undoubtedly would have been 
greater if good weather hadn’t sent 
thousands to the Fair and out of 
town. Last week, ‘Each Dawn’ (WB) 
and ‘Indianapolis Speedway’ (WB) 
(2d week) picked up $10,000, some- 
what under expectations. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
-— ‘Name Onlv’ (RKO) and vaude 
(2d week). Picture’s word-of-mouth 
from the femmes has been great. 
Second week holding up in fine 
shape at $16,000. Last week, $22,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) 
—Golden Boy’ (Col) and ‘Prison 
Gates’ (Col), dual. Notices for ‘Boy’ 

reat. Appearance of four stars 
rom the picture on the Blue net- 
work ‘Magic Key’ program very 
helpful. Eyed $14,000, but scare 
headlines in the papers and terrific 
biz at the Fair holding take down 
to around $12,000. Last week, ‘To- 


morrow Comes’ (U) and ‘They 
Asked’ (Col) (3d week) came 
through with $6,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40) 


—Star-Maker’ (Par) and ‘Magnifi- 


cent Fraud’ (Par), dual (2d week). | about $5,500, fair. 
Should reach $9,006, plenty sweet} for 


for ai holdover. 
Bing Crosby picture 
$16,000, very okay. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40) 
—‘Stanley’ (20th) and Chan Treas- 
ure Island’ (20th), dual (4th week). 
Still putting up a strong bid. Looks 
to sizeable $5,000. Last week, 
knocked over hefty $7,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75)—‘4 Feathers’ (UA) (2d week). 
New’ English tinter winning favor 
and holding up fine. Second stanza 
very good at $9,500. Last week, 
finished up with $44,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 30-40)— 


*Angels Wash’ (WB) and ‘Miracles 
Sale’ (M-G), dual. Will snare tidy 
$14,000. Some credit to newsreels 


showing European crisis. Last week, 
‘Oz’ (M-G) (2d week) got $9,500, 
good but not quite up to expecta- 
tions, 





War of News Over, 
Toronto; Dunne-Boyer 


$11,000, Rest Healthy 


Toronto, Sept. 5. 

Estimated 10 percent attendance 
drop resulting from war strain was 
wiped out over the Labor Day week- 
end, when capacity crowds jammed 
first-runs and nabes. Previously biz 
had dropped off badly as citizens re- 
mained at home to hug the radio for 
latest war news. Actual declaration 
ended this suspense, and marked a 
return to normal living, with picture 











| 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week. .......++ $1,453,300 
(Based on 27 cities, 179 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Rast Wéar....+< ...-. $1,832,200 
(Based on 26 cities, 169 theatres) 











Fair, War Sock 
Det.; Crosby Pic 
Hotcha $17,700 


Detroit, Sept. 5. 

Burghers sticking close to radios 
for war flashes, and coupled with 
opposish from 90th annual Michigan 
State Fair, film wickets here are 
feeling the competish. It’s tough 
break for debut ef Linda Ware, De- 
troit moppet, in ‘Star Maker’ at the 
Michigan, but combo of ‘Maker’ with 
‘Miracles for Sale’ is town’s best bet 
nonetheless. Continuance of infan- 
tile paralysis epidemic here is a 
further snag, especially for ‘Wizard 
of Oz,’ a kid draw under normal 
conditions, although fantasy is stick- 
ing for a second week. Kids at 
matinees have been way down. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Man Couldn't Hang’ (Col) and 
‘Chicken Wagon Family’ (20th), 
dual. With holiday, figures to get 
Last week, $5,000 
Comes’ (U) (2d 





‘Tomorrow 


Last week, new! week) and ‘Panama Lady’ (RKO), 


Former moved here after big 
sesh at the Fox. 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 


55)-—‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and 
‘Spellbinder’ (RKO), dual. Looks 
for around $15,000, fairish. Last 


stanza, weak $9,500 tor ‘Coast Guard’ 
(Col) and ‘Blondie Vacation’ (Col), 
dual. 


Michigan’ (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55) — ‘Star-Maker’ (Par) and 
‘Miracles for Sale’ (M-G), dual. 


Crosby pic is easily town’s leader at 
$21,000 and may hold. Last week, 
fair $11,000 for ‘Each Dawn’ (WB) 


and ‘Night Work’ (Par), dual (2d 
week). 
Palms - State (United Detroit) 


(3,000; 30-40-50 )—‘Each Dawn’ (WB) 
(2d run) and ‘Night Work’ (Par) (2d 
run), dual. Combo moved here after 
two-week stand at Michigan; paced 
for fairish $5,800. Last stanza, ‘Iron 
Mask’ (UA) (3d week) and ‘Naughty 
Nice’ (WB), dual, (3d week) pulled 
fair $5,500 following $6,500 first 
stanza. 


United Artists (United Detroit) 


(2.000: 30-40-55)—-‘Oz’ (M-G) (2d 
week). After garnering nice $15,500 
initial stanza, behind strong plug- 


ging, figures to get only $8,000 cur- 
rently and won't hold for third week. 


Outdoors Lures Prov.; 


Tropics’ Cools, $11,000 


Providence, Sept. 5. 
weekend didn’t 
best weather 


Holiday 


stands much as in 


houses getting a big play. Heavy in-} more than a week had theatregoers 


flux of American visitors, here to 
attend the Canadian National Exhibi- 
tion and, 
nation reacts when at 

swell the b.o. symphony. 

Shea’s opened after 
lay-off with a return to 
tional flesh policy, and 
$9,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Imperial (FP-Can) (3,373; 25-35-50) 
—Star Maker’ (Par). Very good 
$7,500. Last week ‘Stanley’ (20th) 
(2d wk), fine $6,200. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,611; 25-35-50)— 
‘Hardy Spring Fever’ (M-G). First 
of the ‘Hardy’ series to slip here, but 
getting good morning play for $8,000, 
nice. Last week, ‘Carnival’ (UA), 
healthy $7,200. 

Shea’s (FP-Can) (2,663; 25-50)— 
‘Hotel Women’ (20th) plus Henny 
Youngman, Gracella Dancers, the 
Briants, Sylvia and Clemence, Buster 
Shaver with Olive and George on 
stage. 
line-ups Sunday night for reopening 
of Canadas ace vaude spot. 

Tivoli (FP-Can) (1,433; 25-40)— 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) and 
‘Saint London’, (RKO). 
Last week, Second Fiddle’ (20th) and 
ave Came Back’ (RKO), good $3,- 
00. 

Uptewn (FP-Can) (2,761; 25-35-50) 
—Tomorrow Comes’ (U). Topping 
the town with an excellent $11,000. 


war, helped 


its tradi- 
should hit 


| 
| 


| 


admittedly, to see how a| 


the summer | 


| 
| 
| 


| Who Dared’ (WB), dual. 


| 


Will hit fine $9,000. Had heavy | 





| 


taking a last fling at the outdoors. 

‘Lady of Tropics’ at Loew’s State 
is just about average. ‘Star Maker’ 
at Strand doing heftily. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Name Only’ (RKO) and ‘Girl Mex- 
ico’ (RKO), (dual). Nice $6,000. Last 
week ‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and 
‘Saint London’ (RKO), duals 
week), strong $5,000 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)\—‘Each Dawn’ (WB) and 
fairish $3,500. Last week ‘Oz’ (M-G) 
(2d run), hefty $5,000. 


Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40 »—- 
‘Angels Wash’ (WB) and vaude. 
Looks like good $6,000. Last week 
dark, 

Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th) and 
‘Torchy Dynamite’ (20th), | dual. 


Good $6,000. Last week ‘Each Dawn’ 
(WB) and ‘Man Dared’ (WB), dual, 
gave stand one of biggest weeks in 
a long time, surprising spurt ringing 


| bell for $12,000. 


95-35-50)— 
and ‘Woman 
Average $11,- 


State (Loew) (3,200; 
‘Lady Tropies’ (M-G) 
Is Judge’ (Col), dual. 


Good $3,400.| 000. Last week ‘Glamour Girls’ (M- 


G) and ‘Couldn’t Hang’ (Col), dual, 
fair $10,500. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Star Maker’ (Par) and ‘Heritage 
Desert’ (Par), dual. Slated for 
hotcha $8,000. Last week 


Last week, ‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO), | (Par) and ‘Drummond Bride’ (Par), 
| dual, closed with nice $7,000 


very good $8,200. 


help | 


‘Man | 
Slated for 








(2d | 


| 


| Latter mainly responsible for mak- | 


| 
{ 


‘Old Maid’ Woos Nifty 
$7,000 in Offish Montreal 


Montreal, Sept. 5. 

Labor Day and war talk on radios 
and in the press kept plenty of film 
fans in town over the long holiday 
weekend and should boost grosses, 
with best take at Palace, which has 
‘Old Maid.’ ‘Chips’ still holding well 
in seventh week aiid another huld- 
over, “4 Feathers,’ at Orpheum, is 
pointing to a good take. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55 )—‘Old 
Maid’ (WB). Pacing for good $7,- 
000. Last week, ‘Lady Tropics’ 
(M-G), fair $5,500. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U), Labor Day 
should put gross up to $5,500, good. 
Last week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par) and 


‘Undercover Doctor’ (Par), dual, 
$5,000, good. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Chips’ (M-G) (seventh week). 


Sighting very good $3,900 after $4,- 
000 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Glamour Girls’ (M-G) and ‘India- 
napolis Speedway’ (WB), dual. 
Middling $2,500 in prospect. Last 
week, poor $2,200 on ‘Leading Citi- 
zen’ (Par) and ‘Island Lost Men’ 
(Par), dual. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘4 Feathers’ (UA) (fourth week). 
Shaping for a fair $3,500 after $4,000 
last week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Remontons les Champs 
Elysees’ (third week). Sees $800 
after $900 last week, good enough. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
20-34)—‘Tricoche et Cacolet’ and ‘La 
Cite des Lumieres,’ dual. House be- 
ginning to pull ’em in again, with 
good $5,500 in sight currently. Last 
week ‘Mademoiselle Docteur’ and 
‘Retour a l’Aube,’ dual, very nice 
$5,000. 


OMAHA IN LETDOWN 
BUT CROSBY BINGO 9 


Omaha, Sept. 5. 
War situation slowing up wickets 
as patrons stay home with ears to the 
radio. 
generai letdown of biz. 
Estimates for This Week 








General attitude reflected in | 


VARIETY 





‘Women’ Sweet $34,000, 21. A. Spots; 7 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week. .....000ee+$385,100 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
rrr 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


L'ville Strong: 
Lamarr OK 86, 














. Louisville, Sept. 5. 
Strong lineup of pictures at all 
downtown houses marked the open- 
ing of the fall season, and biz 
generally on the upbeat. Naturally, 
hot weather over weekend and La- 


for the film houses. 
Colonels are on a lengthy road trip, 





which also works to the advantage | 


of the Fourth street houses. 
| ‘Old Maid,’ on a single at the Mary 


| Anderson, is pulling a good share of, Wil! add 


| the town’s adults. ‘Lady of Tropics,’ 
| On a dual at Loew’s State, is stacking 


Maid’ Big 76 


is | $18,000. 


bor Day holiday lured many out- | 
doors, but cool nights were a break | 
The Louisville | 


Crosby H. 0. $11,000, ‘Oz’ 2d $6,300, 
Cagney-Raft Repeater Stout $10,500 


| 
Los Angel.-, Sept. 5. 

| Metro’s ‘The Women’ topping the 
town, playing day and date at Loew's 
State and Grauman’s Chinese. Film 
| grabbed a sweet $31,000 on the cur- 
, rent week, plus around $3,000 extra 
| at a preem performance at the Chi- 
nese. 

‘Wizard of Oz’ at the Carthay and 
Four Feathers’ at the Four Star 
held exceptionally strong over the 
holiday. Regular weekly change 
holdovers, ‘Each Dawn’ at the War- 
ner Downtown and Hollywood and 
| ‘In Name Only’ at RKO and Pan- 
| tages, maintained a brisk pace. Par- 
exile with an extra session of 


‘Exile Express’ and ‘Star Maker,’ is 
likewise registering an excellent 
$11,000 on nine days. 

Estimates for This Week 
__Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518: 30-40- 
55 )—*Oz’ (M-G) (3d wk). Holiday 
biz helping for big $6,300, after lu- 
crative $6,300 on second stanza. 
Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
| 30-40-55-75)—"Women’ (M-G) and 
| ‘News Mace at Night’ (20th) dual. 
| Aided by $3,000 premiere, looks like 
Last week, ‘Hotel Women’ 
| (20th) and ‘Moto Takes Vacation’ 
(20th), okay $12,500 on nine days. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Each Dawn I Die’ (WB) (2d 
week). Holdover stanza heading for 
$6,000 after first week finished with 
excellent $14,000. 


| Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 


—‘Four Feathers’ (UA) (3d week). 
another good $5,300 on 
top of second week’s good $5,500. 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 


up as potent with the Taylor-LaMarr | §5)—‘Each Dawn’ (WB) (2d week). 


| draw, while ‘Star Maker,’ 
Rialto, is also in the money. 
Estimates for This Week 
Browr (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
| (1,000; 15-30-40)—‘Stanley’ (20th). 
| Held over from Loew’s State for ex- 


Avenue Dundee - Military (Gold- fended, Tn, Indications are fo 
berg), (800-600-950; 10-25)—"Man | (m-G) had enough left to tab fair 
Town’ (Par) and ‘Man Conquest | $2,000. 


(Rep), dual, split with ‘San Fran- | 
cisco’ (M-G) (reissue) and ‘Say Die’ | 


(Par), dual. Heading for $1,809, nice. 


Last week ‘Lincoln’ (20th) and ‘Tar- | 


zan’ (M-G), dual, split with ‘Little 
Women’ (UA) (reissue), ‘Career’ 
(RKO) and ‘King Chinatown’ (Par), 
tripler; $1,700, good. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) 1,250; 10- 
25-35-40) —‘Name Only’ (RKO) and 
‘Spellbinder’ (RKO), dual. May top 
$6.000, swell. 

‘Stole Million’ (U), 
$4,500, ordinary. 
Omaha (Blank) (2,000: 10-25-40)— 


dual; 


‘Star Maker’ (Par) and ‘Stronger De- | 
Exceptional pub- | 


sire’ (M-G), dual. 
licity breaks helping to $9,000, dandy, 
lured mostly by the Crosby pic. 
Last week ‘Oz’ (M-G) and ‘Torchy 
Mayor’ (WB), dual. Kids helped to 
$9,500. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—Tomorrow Comes’ (U) and ‘Ex- 
Champ’ (U), dual. Holiday will help 
to $8.500. nice. Last week ‘Borrowed 
Time’ (M-G) and ‘Some Like Hot’ 
(Par), dual. Weak ending for $8,500, 


okay. 
Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—Man Conquest’ (Rep), ‘Moto 


Danger’ (20th) and ‘Never Say Die’ 


Last week ‘Sun Never’ | 


| Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-22)- 
|‘Man About Town’ (Par) and ‘Sun 
| Never’ (U), dual. 
$1,700. Last week, ‘Susannah’ (20th) 
| ‘5 Care Back’ 
| House’ 
Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 
| 30-40)—‘Lady Tropics’ (M-G) 
| ‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G), dual. 


against pretty _ stiff 


| Everything considered, should cut 


| good b.o., probably $8,000. Last 
| week, ‘Glamour Girls’ (M-G) and 


‘Couldn’t Hang’ 
$5,000. 

Mary Anderson (Lisbon) 
15-30-40)—‘Old Maid’ (WB). Sight- 
ing wham $7,000. Last week, ‘Angels 
| Wash’ (WB) pulled comfortably to 
|okay $4,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000: 15- 
30-40 )—‘Star Maker’ (U) and ‘Death 
of Champion’ (Par), dual. Crosby 
film definitely on the right side of 
| the ledger and bettering recent takes 
|at the house. Pace will bring in 
| about $7,000, and some possibility of 
holdover. Last week, ‘Stanley’ 
(20th) and March of Time wrapped 
up neat $8,500. 


(Col), dual, fairish 
‘ 


at the! 


| week, 


Sighting perky | 


| and ‘Kokomo’ (WB), dual, split with | 
(RKO) and ‘Sorority | 
(RKO), dual, okay at $1,600. | 
15- | 
and | 
Tay- | 
|lor-LaMarr combo potent, but up| 
competish. | 


(1,000; | 


(Par), tripler, split with ‘Maniac’| Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 15- 
and ‘Man About Town’ (Par), dual. | 30-40)—‘Under-Pup’ (U) and ‘Ha- 
Looks like $1,200, good. Last week | waiian Nights’ (U), dual. Plenty 
“Timber Stampede’ (RKO), ‘King! of blurbs in press on Gloria Jean, | 
Chinatown’ (Par), and ‘Good Girls’; the star. Matinee biz stacking up 
(Col), tripler, split with ‘Man Dared’ | fine, but nights triflle light. Point- 
(WB), ‘Kong’ (RKO) (reissue) and| ing to excellent $3,800. Last week. 
‘Lincoln’ (20th),  tripler. Ended | ‘Holmes’ (20th) and ‘Monterey’ 


weakly for $1,200, good. 


| (Rep), dual, weak $2,500. 


‘Women’ 196 in Uneasy Pitt. 


} 
Heat, War Hold Down B.O.—‘Golden Boy’ Excellent 
$13,500, Rest Wobbly 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 5. 
Even best of the new season's prod- 


uct is finding combination of blazing | 


heat and war news tough competish. 


ing holiday week somewhat disap- 


$5,500. Last week, ‘Second Fiddle’ 
(20th) (2d wk), passable $3,100. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Women’ (M-G). Powerhouse 
| newspaper campaign plus big word- 
of-mouth will shoot this out in front 


pointing. for big $19,000. Will hold for another 
| Best showings are being made by | week. Last week, “Oz’ (M-G) (2d 
‘The Women’ and ‘Golden Boy, which | wk) just passable $9,000 after big 
will turn in solid business way above | first week. 
the present trend. ‘In Name Only’ Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-40)— 
just ambling along in spite of bis ‘Coast Guard’ (Col) and ‘Woman 
ads and billboard campaign. ‘Stole | Judge’ (Col). Above average $1,700. 
a Million,” holdover of ‘Lady of Last week, ‘Wong Chinatown’ (Mono) 
Tropics’ and ‘Coast Guard’-"Woman and ‘News Night’ (20th) n.s.g. $1,300. 
Is Judge’ also down to a walking Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
pace. i‘Name Only’ (RKO). Plenty of dough 
Estimates for This Week put behind this one, but will amble 
Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— | in with indifferent $10,500. Last 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col). Heading for big | week, ‘Tropics’ (M-G) sock $18,560. 
week, aided by nod from crix and Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50 )— 


} 


‘Citizen’ | (2d wk) 


| 
} 


midweek personal appearance by 
William Holden. Excellent $13,500 
Last week, ‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) 
$4,200, slow. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) 
—Stole Million’ (U) Satisfactory 


‘Tropics’ (M-G) (2d wk). Wilting 
after big first week. Average $4,800. 
Last week, ‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) 
and ‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G), best for a 
jouble bill here all summer, sock 
$7,000. 


Looks like fair $4,500. 
brought so-so $10,000. 

Orpheum (B’wey) (2,280; 30-40-55) 
—Mutiny on Elsinore’ (AB) and 
‘Chan in Reno’ (20th) dual and 
vaudeville. Around fair $8,000. Last 
‘Almost Gentleman (RKO) 
and ‘Sweepstakes’ (WB) with Bowes 
unit on stage, okay $8,500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Name Only’ (RKO) and ‘Man Could 
Not Hang’ (Col) dual. (2d week). 
Should wind up second stanza with 
| $5,500. First seven days brought 
okay $10,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-40-55) 
—Star Maker’ (Par) and ‘Exile Ex- 
press’ (GN) dual. (2d week). 
Stretched to nine days and aided by 
holiday and preview should hit 
excellent $11,000. First seven days 
$15,000. as anticipated. 

RKO (2.872; 30-40-55) — ‘Name 
Only’ (RKO) (2d week) and ‘Missing 
Daughters’ (Col) dual. Sliding along 
on momentum of first week’s $11,- 
| 500. Probable $6,500 in sight. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘News 
Made at Night’ (20th) dual. Headed 
for very nice $16,000. Last week, 
‘Hotel Women’ (20th) and ‘Moto Va- 
cation’ (20th), hit $13,200 on nine 
days, okay. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2.100; 30- 
40-55)—‘Hotel Women’ (20th) and 
‘Moto Vacation’ (20th) dual. Move- 
over likely $3,200. Last week, ‘Oz’ 
(M-G) solo, neat $6,300 on moveover, 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Hotel Women’ (20th) and ‘Moto 
Vacation’ (20th) dual. Hitting neat 
$6,600 on moveover. Last week 
holdover at this house of ‘Stanley 
(20th) and ‘Quick Millions’ (20th), 
satisfactory $6,500 on nine days. 


First week 


Fall Spurt in Lincoln; 
‘Carnival’ Peppy $2,300 


Lincoln, Sept. 5. 
State Fair week is here, which 
means theatres are in for the first 
step of normal fall pickup. Those 
with any coin left after a day at 
the Fairgrounds track are bee-lining 
for ‘Star-Maker’ and ‘Frontier Mar- 
shal.” Early openings for ‘Stanley 
and Livingstone’ and ‘Winter Car- 
nival’ helping. 
Town faces 100% 
as of Sept. 15, when 


lighted situash, 
Howard Fed- 


erer, general manager of Nebraska 
Theatres, Inc., says the 1,000-seat 
Liberty will re-light after being 


shuttered four months. 
Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (NTI-Noble-Monroe) (750; 
10-15) ‘Old Arizona’ (Col) and 
‘Whispering Enemies’ (Col), split 
with ‘Irish Luck’ (Mono) and ‘She’s 
Got Everything’ (RKO). Slim $700. 
Last week, ‘Home Prairie’ (Rep) and 
‘Fixer Dugan’ (RKO), split with 
‘Forged Passport’ (Rep) and ‘Torchy’ 
(WB), fair $800 


Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
20-25) ‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th). 
Town goes for the better westerns 


and this one is doing all right as the- 
atre’s first single in some time, $2,000. 
Last ‘6,000 Enemies’ (M-G) 
and ‘Family Door’ (Par), split with 
‘Women Wind’ (WB) and ‘Little 
Tough Guy’ (U), so-so $1,700. 
Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10- 


week, 


25-40) ‘Star-Maker’ (Par) Going 
yest of lot, nice $3,800 sighted. Last 
(Continued on page 21) 
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FILM REVIEWS Wednesday, September 6, 1939 
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THE WOMEN pace, highlights all the comedy and | 


satire points en route, accentuating 





{ 
grads. The glamour girls who attend | absence. Whether or not she con- 


. ~ - 
Miniature heviews the proms are represented by Jane | tinues in future releases of the series 





Hellywood, Sept. 1. the feminine attributes and _ short- Bryan, most effectual of the lot; —in view of other stories being pre- 
., Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Hunt | comings with keeness in execution. F a Seager Anita Louise, ultra-snobbish co-ed; pease for her a ae en exhib and 
nny al ieee ce ip tds os se Picture’s running time of 132 min- “The Women (M-G), Smash Ann Rutherford, probably at her | auc —y See: lon to this one after 
ice Balen, “Mis Povah. Virginia Utes holds passages that slow move- | hit of solid proportions for ex- worst; Mary Beth Hughes, a passably | general release, 





Weidler, Paulette Goddard, Joan Fontaine, ment down to a walk. Most ap-| tended runs and heavy profits. fair newcomer; and Marsha Hunt, in A little four-year-old, Dorothy 











Lucile Watson. Directed by George Cuk parent is inclusion of a fashion show | ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th). Basil the role of vet prom favorite for five = y oag ae oer: RR 
Screenpi ” ita Loos am ine t . } | - 5 . sete ) > “< vster »s - 
Screenpiay by Anita Loos and Jane Murfin; in Technicolor. A gorgeous display} Rathb< Nigel B d Ida |years. Last-named injects some first film try. oungster, deadpan 
from play by Clare Boothe. (Dy arrance- ee 4 - e - an ainoone, wige ruce an otha , arned C . tio! and inquisitive example of her age 
ment with Max Gordon Plays & Picture of fashions, from bathing costumes to Lupino in slickest thriller of this realism into the warpe conception nein aaveen tae Wee will %. £e, 
‘orp.); camera, Oliver T. Marsh and Joseph evening gowns and wraps, sequence = wl . ” nS lof a college widow (now 23 years | Smacks across her lines with direct- 
erg; editor, Robert 4. ie runs for five minutes without inier- super-sleuth group } old}. ness and plenty of laughs. Cute, but 
win Bh doniy hy ~ “a Age ~ % ruption It's a dazzling appeal to ‘Angels Wash Their Faces’ | pialog is as feeble as the story. still not a baby doll, moppet can rise 
rojection toom ug 31, 3 Ru ’ . : . - - . . : - > c » coria : 
time, 132 MINS, the women, but even here it stops (WB). Melodramatic actioner, | Direction is not half bad compared 9 ———. : — s S a ries atte r 
(Mrs. Haines)........ Ne Shearer dramatie progress, and switch back} sequel to ‘Angels With Dirty | to what S. Sylvan Simon had to work the ody a also tiny - - s a reverse 
~~ ~ am P has ; . to black and white photography, Faces.’ lwith. Comedy lines get laughs, but | tO t md th y fim —— youngsters 
Sylvia (Mrs. Fowler)......R lind Russ . : ‘ * “te a“ we j —— . nee ; ; alien, tan > “oOlc , : 
Countess De Lavé et Mary Be when thread of the story ls pi ked | ‘These Glamour Girls’ (M-G). | the drunk scenes seem in bad taste. ty ee Ae he kid’ still a 
Miriam Aarons Paulette Ge up again, requires several minutes | | Alfred Gilks does trim cameraing. | YPica pre YE 1e Kid playing 
te tikoe toni Joh cite ” ’ 4 Inane college comedy-drama . . , : in the yard next door 
Edith (Mrs, | Jae Phyllis Poveah for audience adjustment to the} . Wear. > 7! ° 
Peggy (Mrs. Day).......0.. Joan Font change. Reno ranch episode might | helped by Lew Ayres and Lana | ee Story is simply told, but in very 
OO eee ..- Virginia Weid Cys eh ts fell agate — > } Turner: . » hum; fashio Dorothy Peterso) 
. hy » hee rts ane urner; mostly dualers yuman_ fashion. rothy eterson 
Mrs. Morehead........ * "Tmeile Watson Nave been trimmed deeper to main- | ess nine . sf | P ee ee 
Nancy Blake.....1.....01L11Florence Nasa tain even pace. | ‘Everything’s on Tee’ (RKO). | EVERYTHING’S ON ICE (Mrs. Pepper) struggles to bring up 
> meee socceres Muriel Hutel Miss Shearer is on the delivery} Introducing Irene Dare as child WITH SONGS) ea .- PP betes yay na My ith Polly 
a —” Atle eat dated nat ee Eetner Pale end of some poignant scenes, Most | skating exhibitionist. Moderate ‘ BS SONG (Edith | tg ll gene ane of the 
Miss Watts.......... ‘ii... Ruth Hussey imporiant are her telephone conver-| programmer for duals Hollywood, Sept. 1. family while her mother works in 
aii ALIS... ce cceceeesesees be tu ’ | os ere > als, - > . Peay in tne ‘ ~} 9 
eo ee oe oii ..-Wennie M ations with her erring husband, and } ‘5 Littl Pe ers’ (Col) Ex- RKO release of Sol Lesser production, the fact ry. It's a typical family ® 
soeees Mary Cecil explaining to daughter Virginia | ae PP —_—s 6 Stars Irene Dare; features Roscoe Karns, | with the youngsters displaying love 
Riaves M. y_ Be husn s We dler the reasons for a divorce. | cellent comedy-drama for the Edgar Kennedy, |! te oe Eric Lin- |and respect for their parent at every 
cncees .. Virginia Grey deena - : a 5 . s —— ; To der Directed by Erle ©. Kenton, Screen- ns . 
Apel sk a Marjorie Main Rosalind Russell supplies numerous | family and juvenile trade. New | den. a> Bdatae Taadie ond Sherman Laan | turn. . ; 7” 
nm Adains.....+.--Cora Witherspoon eatty remarks that are easily under-| family series gets fine launching. | amera. Russell Metty; edit Arthur Hil | Polly becomes acquainted with 
Peyster.......+.+.-.Hedda Hepper stood, while her rough and tumble | ‘Wall Street Cowboy’ (Rep). ton; musical director, Lud Gluskin; asst. | young rich yh —e Sinclair, who 
—_—_—— inabtte wastt rp : * ser ea mn same id director, Jofin Sherwood; special effects, | sneaks over from the mansion on the 
Sits Wen! ts cnn of the deeaeh ee tuee ie tone tn al toeeniael OF Roy Rogers star rer Slated for Vernon 'L. Walker: ive numbers staked, by hill to play with the Pepper kids. 
hits of the season. Extended runs, ; , . ; * the duals. Weak story. Dave Gou ongs ictor Toung and 28 


aa aid : ‘ Seer honk acs haa Witla: A Weed Streke But Dorothy Ann Seese is stricke 
partments. ‘Fighting Renegade’ (Vic). Webster, Milton Drake and Fred Stryker. y s stricken 


holdovers and top grosses will be the Previewed at Hillstreet, L. A., Aug. 30, | with the measles, trapping Jasper 

















rule, with deluxers in metropolitan Unimpressive Tim McCoy west- ‘30 «Running time, 65 MENS. and his gruff grandfather, Clarence 
centers garnering particularly hefty Adventures of Sherlock ern. Weak filler for actioners. on Ge’ tities. 1 a Sa Kolb, in the quarantined house. En- 
biz. As title indicates, it’s a strong ‘Girl From Rio’ (Mono). Mo- Joe Barton trerres***""sdgar Kennedy | forced life with the Peppers thaws 
ie tee +. — ha tor” thee Holmes vita in a Latin-American night- pone ing er cecbeawes a —— out Kolb, and when Polly collapses 
s _ 1es an Ss < yns or ne ° wopold Eddington. .....e.-. trie Linden - sartur [c ear) bes 
men. eee 20th-Fox release of Gene Markey produc- club setting, fair dualJer. oe ag th pg elena indalalalste More tinve |2rom overwork and is seriously ill, 
“i ; tier Features Basil Rathbone, Nigel ——mee | Frepch... eS .Holuby Watson Kolb moves the a epper menage to 
Picture contains plenty of enjoy- Bruce, Ida Lupine. Directed by Alfred Harrison Gregg.........:> George Meeker his own house. Kolb had been see k- 
able ingredients for all. Basic Werker. Screeaplay a ae ae aes meller pace makes it the sort of fare my Tillifer.. ss eeeceeeees noe Currier |ing owners of part of a mine he 
ic . £ : ilita rake: a SEX hi Sherlock . A | c : ; : axine Stewart | 
premise of back fence gossip among | jsio),0.' py William Ginette. from. the | the average audience will eat up. eo. heck Girl.-...++0++. Wade ee ae wanted to control, and finds Polly 
Park Avenue pampered wives will! «onan Dovie original; editor, Robert Bis- | Surefire boxoffice in spots where Sega’ a a oe ce aa ane, inherited the share from her father. 
asily understoo by wome £} chof nusical directio “vril Mock | ww ; : | ery eiging ; . 
be easily underst od by women Of |choff; musical dh ction, | Cyril a Mock (they like Ann Sheridan and the) Anpearance of six-year-old Irene His original attitude of picking up 
every station. They will get a boot ze, camera, Leon Shamroy. At *y, | “Dead End’ kids, and doubtlessly | pare as a skater in Bobby Breen’s | the interest for a small sum changés 


: a. 2 veek Sept. 1, ‘SY. ming ti x - F 
out of comparison of characters | 3y wins PS 8% Running time. | will do sturdy biz in other houses. 
— —- neighbors Rams Shelock SANROD ovtveresess DOO MEDONS | Ann Sheridan doesn’t have much 
y OQ y y 7 Oa F ALSON. wees oreo eeeeraeeee 7 ic , - 
etching of Pan: Men a Mine "whe Ann Brandon Ida Lupino |chance to advance as a glamorous 
< 2) “yy « pe y ! pis EL weet tee eserereees - se . s 
> 5 ’ 7 Jerrold Hunter............... Alan Marshal | figure but this film proves that she 
scratch each other and connive to jie Alan Morshal | 1S : 


‘Breaking the Ice’ a year ago is re-|t decision to get Polly as much as 
sponsibie for Sol Lesser’s decision to | he can. When he finally explains 
ive her a chance on her own,| things to the Peppers, Polly offers to 
‘Everything's on Ice’ is a trial balloon become a partner with Kolb in the 








OS Ree tts ceveceeeeeese Terry Kilburn | is a first-rate little thespian, with or | picture, and title bids for public ac- | ™neé, and the family is persuaded to 
—_ 2 pie anal Billy ae I ult - t , 4 p , and title bids for public ac ~ ; 

snatch the males. It’s topflight adult Prof. Mortarty...»--ecesr,,.. Geurwe Suess | without the ‘oomph’ tag. Cast in-|ceptance of the moppet for future | Pemain permanently in the home on 
entertainment. Inspecter Bristol... EB. clive | cludes a number of capable players. | appearances. ithe hill. 

Socko cast is headed by Norma) Rassick......... LIN arthur Hohl! Originally known as ‘The Battle} When little Irene is displaying her | Kolb is excellent as the tough ty- 
Shearer, Joan Crawford and Rosa-,) Mrs. Jameson. .sesesesessesss+-May Beatty | of the City Hall,’ this story has the | technique on the blades, she’s inter- | CQ0D WOO softens up under influence 
lind Russell. As in the play, no) \)* d urandon reeeeee osentegeueee Joo Dead End Kids generally in a re-|esting. But youngster is self-con- of the Peppers. Dorothy Peterson is 

~ a > Mrs SOM. ccccsccescsosss+- Mary Gordon | . aes als) i eed: e : yt wo yo :in S : } 
man appears—it’s a field day for the jitice. TIINTI' gimes Herbert | served mood although a Termites | scious in reading of lines, and screen ee ae vg ey as head of the 

« - « tac “ > - = . . ¢ y y orlec role 
gals to romp intimately in panties, Mate -:sesteceeeeesss George Rezas | Boys Club holds the band together.| presence is obviously amateurish. ape gf ommy Bond, Charles Peck 

S “4 FEC Ss 3 Vne S ( * y 4 arv ‘orbes ‘ } . ’ . ° r ; . M y < ‘e : 
4 age se gorgeous gowns. Most a ae FONE ebeenoeens+ ane Sed, meee ,|‘Angels Wash Their Faces’ gets its | Given brief appearances aside from Pe Jimmy Leake are the boys in the 
> . m Pac = - RWEB...ccscccce eecces eee rank awsor os" Ne 1 : ‘pper nage ni 5 ‘lair is 
* the "195. et rs k. the ease renee Stranger. ..seeee ccc aaes William Austin | Monicker because of this reform. the skating routines, youngster will | ne gy th nage. Race gs Sinclair is 
Ccialms oJ speaking parts aepor Lor Anthony Kemble Cc er | get by ritho nucl . me OKay as the Caged rich boy. 

: ne Dee eer eoes-Anthony vt ooper | scien a f oa + get by without too much comment o . 
themselves in a manner best de- camadime Psa the a ne oe a fn being passed on lack of dramatic! Direction by Charles Barton does 
scribed by Joan Crawford at the Latest screen treatment of Sir iene ‘+7 med | 1 “Gal . “* ability much to give warmth and sincerity 

Win neatn « - ae ey ee ; . 4 " Wear ¢ " -d pal, abe Ryan, an ieee si A . . Oa si 1 ‘ i> ge » man 

, iheres a "ayes thr eoaauethe Arthur Conan Doyle’s super-sieuth expose an nsec an = Be ’ pb tt poate foppet’s initial film story is not t / a 2 ee pe He gets “7 pace 

ut 1ts not used In high society out- js about the 5 ack i i Se ee ae ee ee strong s ‘case. and Jieatec | Into high geara 1e start, and main- 
side of kennels.’ is about the neatest package in sev-|fnq fault with the high-handed |t0° strong a showcase, and indicates | gn g 


Bar ad ; : a eral attempts to make Sherlock 
Story is essentially lightweight Holmes exciting on the screen. It is 
and trivial, held together throughout e¢onsiderably better than the last in 


sad ssser will have trouble ge gs the tains a steady tempo troughout. Bar- 
methods they use but it’s in keep- Lesser will have trouble getting the ion's hemdiine oo - tS ' 
ing with the blatant methods of the | Tight kind of stories as background nateworthy. . i iam 
awe aatinns al hing of satirical crooked politicians. for pictures exploiting little Irene’s “ee * 
py excellent sketching Of satirical this group and should prove a} Ray Enright has direc 3 prowess on the blades. Youngster a 
episodes and dialog, punchy lines, healthy buildup for others in this! aye ; gr eg nas directed with an} pleases with her ability in executing W ll S 
and the intimate chatter of the! ine of detective varns. Picture will | Sire oe eer, including a | Go ceeu :  . 4 a treet Cowboy 
























ee mE Ph a - es | ‘ thrilling fire scene and a dramatic | difficult (for a child} ice routines. 

| ee, aaenee SGCe Sere ae enjoy moderate Krosses despite the courtroom sequence. He pian — Production numbers set up as back- ed (WITH SONGS) 

? : : ‘ A handicap of weakie predecessors and the swift sac ac Tt Ree | ground are limited. with finale for Republic release of Joseph Kane produe- 

F at friends, whisperings of husbands’ | absence of marquee draw nly Poo co , soe Se ioe tee lene eel t carrying | tion, Stars Roy Rogers; features George 

; indiscretions, maligning gossip and Choice of Basil Rathbone as Sher- play holds no voids in the rapid- | lit acti , = and not carryiné | ‘Gabby’ Hayes. Directed by Kane. Screens 

| catty asides. Picture script basically | jock was a wise -_ Nigel Bruce as fire plot tempo. cimacuc punch, = play, Gerald Geraghty and Norman H 

} maintains structure of the play but! pjoctor Watsco oes pent | ,, besides the familiar characteriza- | Story is a framework moulded | from original by Doris Schroeder; camera, 

ee : peng 4 Doctor Watson is equally expert. | tions by the ‘Dead-End’ gr f six, | With obvious situations. Interest is | J*¢k Marta; editor, Lester Orlebeck ; musi- 
directs more sympathetic appeal to with the two key characters thus| Frankie Thomas and Bonite Gren’ | maintained mainly by two excellent | (2! “izector. Running time, 66 MINS. 
the marital problem of Miss Shearer. | capably handled. the film ney: pe i Frankie Thomas and Bonita Gran- | ™* eee d main y oy Swo excellent | Rov Rogers......... + oe tasers 

: Dialog has been toned down to pass jitior a 7 be m ai : e ac vill igure importantly. Ronald | Per ormances turned in by Roscoe Gabby... .. sees ancy. Qdeeree Gabhhe* Havee 

: Inspection of the sapolio squad. per . . set of sage we z Sane Reagan is cast opposite Miss Sheri- | Karns and Edgar Kennedy. Latter, Chuckwalla..++e0 eeeserns Raymond Hatton 

i ier consuming considerable toot- Av an _e Iipping y presented. - dan. Henry O Neill makes an ac- | ina straight role as youngster’s bar- aan AF ei dela hence oan a 1m Be dv n 

i age which establishes the ZOssiping | ;,3 oe ngenuity Is — ego ceptable d a.. while Eduardo Cian- | bering father, is most convincing. MutgeNE S00. ce cots peed 

' attributes of the women, picture os two cost urrent mysteries with | nelli again is a sinister gang leader, | Karns dashes breezily into trouble tO | Tony..sesccce ndvegausean, tala saueantie 

/ gradually steers into the main narra- — _, ee e nS ge made ented Wear. | complicate matters generally as self- “ 8 siccneeenes ote eeeeeees lvan M . 

i ee This concerne the domestic absurd Of too obvious or mystery a ee | appointed manager of the moppet 4}, adalat iano tete Re ve . “ 

: roblems of Miss Shearer and her wore. The ‘elementary, my deat | Skater. Ducky (iachilbscaeahbencancaeek. enee 

‘ first intimation that a loving husband Watson’. type of dialog is soft-| These Glamour Girls | _ ¥a™, concerns adventures of a aM Y Monaebarengaec are lca tartar 

\ has acquired golddigger Joan Craw- — = ne hl mneetn pucests ' AW | moderate family, with uncle Karns -- . 

; ford as a sideline. Catty women vad 7 nt enna “4 parer. : - : cs (W ITH SONG) ss uncovering skating abilities of Irene, Outside of Roy Rogers, ‘Wall Street 
hd: sve har aliments. re The lolmes ¢ aracter seems tail- | Metro release ~ Zimbalist produce and signing her to appearance at a Cowboy’ has little to merit better 
verse: she plunges into a R¢ FY OB cahcsy nny Rathbone, who fits the wig iin atta Sumac wean Palm Beach night spot. Carrying than the duals. Comparatively lack- 
vorce: but triumphs when she finally ,?*'2? of the tamed book is ge ouise. Directed by 38. 5 in Simon, | along sister Mary Hart, and niece 1 g in action, principally because a 
sentrives to outiank Miss Crawford Bruce's Watson at times is made a_& enpl: lane Hall and Marion Pare Lynne Roberts, to the resort, Karns | locale switch is made, from the cac- 

i i ee bit too mouthy and absurd, but in sigs Ria a ae y Jane H - Ss, | puts on a flash for effect Main con-;tus country to New York's Wall 

( gg ogy | ening haiti the main is generally good. peor oe Survent: getca ttaaeh Ware e : aor cern of the plot from there in, aside ; Street, film also suffers from s eu- 

: meeting places of the ladies in elab- —" offers a splendid characteri- Snell; arrangements, Wally Heglin, editor, from ‘Skating exhibitions of the typed Situations, with only slight 

: orate. but most matter-of-fact man- zation as the arch-criminal and Ida Pr - F K aes era, <A whi . ee youngster, 1s attempts of. Karns to variations from the originals 
ner. Wherever two or more gathe: Lupino -" highly competent as the peters ce time. 22 “ixs. = marry Miss Roberts off to a phoney Rogers, the tenor, and not Rogers, 

i} it seems natural to generate a hen S0€ romantic figure in the mystery Ph ~ eo epee _ _taw Aveen | EEOnaire and his brushoff of a_ the actor, gets the principal accolade, 

4 party to discuss either the absentees fable. Both in the lighter moods and Jane ‘fT Bes eee Sei a Lana Turner | kid who just inherited a bundle of | He has a couple of good supports in 

; or the impossible—but necessary— W."€M registering terror, she clicks on er Ten Byck..cccoss oe T m, Brown | coin. Kennedy at rives to clear things | George ‘Gabby’ Hayes and Raymond 

i males. There’s a swank bawth setup Nicely. Alan Marshal is too stiff and | 70" «4: recweeter coors ne Brean | UP and get the romantic team to- Hatton, as oldtimer sidekicks, but 

j that would dazzle De Mille. with routine as the strange lover and thE | Daphne Graves. ...ccccecess.. Anita Louise gether for the happy ending. thereafter the rest of the cast fails 

q Joan Crawford under a sufficient &ir!’s solicitor. E. E. Clive furnishes | Betty Ainshrudge.....-...-. Marsha Hunt ‘Everything's on Ice’ will hold up to measure up, though Pierre Wat- 

¢ cluster of bubbles and suds; all de- @ trim bit as a Scotland Yard in-| 8") OES WEROM, » 50%: Fee. San Urea as a moderate program supporter in| kin, as a tycoon of finance, a typed 

. § partments of a beauty salon and Spector. | ; Givew Smith. ...«seesseas- .-Owen Davis Jr. |t2@ subsequent duals and  nabe'| role for him, is adequate in a limited 
women’s gym; tea parties; whisper- Realistic production marks the ‘Blimpy Scan aw eee Sumner Getchel} | houses. Elemental in its dramatic role. A newcomer, Ann Baldwin, 
ings and dramatics in a night club vehicle. Leon Shamroy has supplied | Skel.......--.++seeeeeeeeereeee Peter Hayes setup and comedy trimmings, it will | making her screen debut. fails to im- 
ladies’ lounge: and a Reno ranch Several notable camera angles. Al- skal AD cla siabincbsindudbate a oe suffice for the family and kid trade| press on her thespic ability in a 

y "s rendevous for gay divorcees. When- | fred Werker’s direction is nicely 5 ee eee oT "* | in that slot. limited role, though she’s a looker 

wer or wherever the huddle, it’s a paced and oe He never al- TI G) — Gi = - Weak story concerns the threat by 
continual round of gossip and tear- 'ows the action to drag even In the ‘These Glamour Girls’ is reminis- » Wall street syndicate against 
ing absent members apart. pauea epi odes Wear. cent of other rec¢ nt tudio reproduc- FIVE LITTLE PEPPERS Rogers’ rat ch, which i reve ed as 
Miss Shearer delivers a sparkling ccna is of ¢ astern ce llege s for men, but Holly: | Sept. 1 being rich in molybdenum ‘(metallic 
erformance as the intelligent and : this one lacks the authenticity and Cc res ef cree _ |element used in the mining of steel) 
se wife who finds herself unable Angels Wash Their Faces fidelity to detail of others. There’s | Features } h | nikanrat Pry Foreclosure proceedin: are undet 
to cope with both the gossip under- W ner B De rele. s¢ of First Natior 1 consiaerablie met uthing about snop-;} ! toa eB way since Rogers is unable to pav & 
current and her husband's indiscre- Production. Stars) Agn Sheridan and tee | bishness practiced by wealthy under- | pn “cne™ J. Robert | syndicate aide (Ivan Miller) on the 
tion. Miss Crawford is ruthless and ponita Gr le, Frankie Thomas “Tlenre (grads, but it seldom excites more | «Five Little P. gh : Ms | mortgage. 
tough-shelled as the wife-stealer, O'Neill, Eduardo Ciannell R rect a yp | t ; I if interest An _ ine y M et é Henry Freu Subsequently, there are s e@ 
trhile Rosalind Russell contributes a Ray Enright. Screenplay by hael Fes- rather wooden conception of college | lich: editor James Sweer or, | questionable sequence: vherein 
nighlight characterization as the sly | “\\" S!‘y? Jonath Log keg ner et? life and the gals invited to weekend | ¢) mm Mull. ; Pay Rogers become: seta d with Wat- 
purveyor of maligning gossip, al-| Hugh Cummings; musical director, Leo F, Proms is likely to make the average | Pony Pepper... min pe lowe Kin, who would be his financial bene- 
though her pert was a little broadly Forhstein; editor, James Gibbon; camera higher scholastic squirm. Title is a] Mr. King............... asanen iraih factor, and the final erasure of hard 
sketched by direction. Lucille Wat- Arthur, Ay. Todd. At ~ e, i. sine misnomer for campus belles. A a POPPE... eeeeeecees D hy Peterson | feeling, with Watkin and Rogers get- 

; son is a sympathetic and male-under- j}/) ‘Rvan...... Ann Sheridan | Qualer. on teem tte Konald | Sinclair | ting together to ultimately defeat the 

i" standing mother. Virginia Weidler bHiny *hafter............0.- Amily Helop| Lew Ayres, who has shown re- | Jocy «dll ae Tomme Tea | Opposing faction Bee 
orovides several human and dramatic “Sleepy Arkelian........6. Bernard Punsley newed promise in recent stories. | Davie Pepper............. jimeay ican! . suvesitininnintiion 
interludes as the child caught in the /0 Finnezan....---+.+. +on ses Gorcey | struggles hard to overcome the silly | Phrensie Pepper....... Dorothy Ann Seese 
divorce maelstrom. eR "Gabriel Dell | Situations and mawkish lines. We icin cichciaine --ssteonard’ Carey) OKLAHOMA TERROR 

§ Phyllis Povah (only member of the Rernie.......... $054504< sees. Bobby Jordan Scripiers have a dime-a-dance | Here is = , | ow nogram release of T.indl Parsons 

| stage cast carrying over to the film) ada rym Messe eeeeeeeees -Ronald Reagan beauty accept the drunken proposal | ol] —" 4 wd neat little package of production. Ppa Sask Sundall. Directed 
is a flighty gossip, while Joan Fon- Aeke Bs er eevcesses gg gd of a rich college man to attend . big Any 4 wholesome entertainment by Spencer Bennett. SX reenp! vy, Joseph 

i) taine gains attention as a sweet dkny “iabemgiaatibnade 7 O' Neill weekend of dancing festivities at his | Un te —— and juvenile trade. da from original by Parsons; camera, 
young newlywed out of place in the  Martino......... veseseee-Eduardo Ciannelli |school. Story was her outsmarting pong entious and a moderate budg- | at arcus ne ar Stites, Robert Golden 
catty crowd. Mary Boland, muchly | Mayor Dooley......+...... Berton Churchill | the snobbish co-eds, to the extent of |e wt A ah gem it will please gen- | time, 60 MINS,” Pt) SY Mannie 
married and plump matron, and Sh + he freee qpoideleadinae a. Me 13 |winning the ne’er-do-well] lad. Phil po y, tbe its liberal admixture of Tac Cec ccccccccccccccsecssss cack Randall 
showgirl Paulette Goddard climb Alfred Goonplatz...............-Jack Searl |Griswold. Possibly it read okay. but oni hie olesome comedy and home- Ane seals 5, tteeveceescceesess ss Al St. John 
aboard rather late in the proceedings Miss Hannaberry.......Margaret Hamilton it’s wry stuff on the screen. Story H — | seg ‘Five Little Peppers and - teh al bacco + eget 
as Reno-bound passengers, but easily > Sanenee sseee ee eee - a ven also has the college widow taking vt tena hey. Grew’ is first of an in- Yu — peveeeselsees eran bi 
slip into the groove as conniving H: ee ey eer = ete F ene Kendall suicide route when a young college beng tag of programmers based Crs. 5: % 0a © od eddies sed Glen Strange 
felines just as bad as those left be- | Gildersleeve...... 60000005 Grady Sutton | lad fails in his promise to marry her - ne characters presented in Mar- | oat RPS teeeeeeseeees Warren McCollum 

i hind. Marjorie Main, as a tough Turnkey....-sssseseeeese--Aldrich Bowker This also makes college men wonder [acid Sidney’s shelf of young girls’ | peseneat A Fhe¢eseantnts taza. aee toe 

:% ranch housekeeper, is prominent in M > Wath. cote cathe iieon Brecher whom the producers consulted for ition 5 S hich have had wide circula- Masi Dcedesbcacncedoncen co auneeae Coffin 
the Reno sequences. Mrs. Smith........ccc... ...Sarah Padden | authenticity. hwy j aed is Naturally modernized, | Reb. ....seecseeeeseceeeeerees Ralph Peters 

: Production is ultra-elaborate in ——. Lew Ayres is cast opposite tl PY bmi ers will carry similar treat- | 

! keeping with the heavy negative Newest ‘Dead End’ melodramatic dancehall gal (Lana Turner) Tom | Baier gucceening pictures, Average western with more than 
cost. Deft direction by George adventure sacrifices plausibility for Brown, Richard Carlson and Owen n ot goon ¢ ellows here has the promi-|the usual amount of action. Based 
Cukor, although geared at a leisurely action, but Ray Enright’s terrific Davis, Jr.. make acceptable under- aie — Me Polly Peppe who man-/|0n a weak story, slightly confusing 

; Bek oe ee ee RA eee ee oe =< ~ S6&S the household in her mother’s (Continued on page 19) 
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,.. but which you alone can have. Let’s go 
to town with the only 100% customer-audi- 
ence advertising... NATIONAL SCREEN 
TRAILERS on your screen...in your theatre 
... reaching everybody they're aimed at 
with double-action selling power... EYE 
and EAR. * Advertising that costs LESS PER 
TICKET SOLD. Advertising that is forceful, 
dramatic, entertaining. Advertising that 





sells seats cheaply and effectively. * 
| NATIONAL SCREEN TRAILERS ... Best Seller 





in the Business! 





naTionALC CLEZYZ SERVICE 


PRIZE BABY OF THE SOO USTRS 





with the most unique advertising in show 
business. x The kind of advertising that 
every national advertiser wouldlovetouse __ 
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ON SPECIAL TRAILERS TOO!’ 


B Policy Trailers made -with. the same: 
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WE GO TO TOWN 
Arinouncement . . Holiday ... Teaser & 
.Tie-Up... Merchandise .. House ae 


care and thought you find in all Na- 
tional Screen Products. And Quick! 
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tury-Fox, by Dwight, Harris, Koegel 
If Film Biz Renn the Gov't’s 68 = sees si seritors Cin teens 


Pictures, by William Mallard; United 
Artists, by O’Brien, Driscoll & 


es aa + e 
Interrogatories, in Anti-Trust Suit, fcc.0se8.o.oes 2 


Schwartz & Froelich, and Educa- 


U.S. Will Just About Know It Alb oa soc ecu 


Dallas, Sept. 5 
—_————__—_——_ L. L. Dunbar, operator of Cliff 
Queen, nabe, filed suit last week 





The Department of Justice on Fri-| panies. It first requests a list of all 
day (1) filed a list of 68 interroga- | features produced by the defend- ages totaling $54,443 plus $5,000 at- 
iories covering 32 pages of type-| lants or their subsidiaries for each 
written matter in the N. Y. federal year beginning with the 1919 season 
court, in connection with the Gov- | to 1938, including the title of the pic- 
ernment’s anti-trust action against ture, the number of stars and their take 25c admission, whereas his price 
the majors. The purpose of the|names, the approximate cost of pro- hag been 20c and also that circuit 
questions i¢ to secure every possible | duction, and the name of the dis- | brought about ban on double fea- 
bit of information concerning the ac- tributor. ‘tures, which he had been showing 
tivities of the tilm companies. Each | Next heading is lending of talent to advantage. 
question has a long list of sub-' and production assets. Here the| Added he was making about $6,000 | 
divisions, and should the companies U, S. requests the date on which the a year profit on house until alleged | 
answer each question the Govern-/ defendants first lent to any other gimmick started three years ago. 
ment will have more information producer, a star, featured player, or | 
concerning the structure and func-|technician, and wants the names of 


tioning departments than it could the first five persons lent, together 9 
have secured in years of investiga- with information as to whom they 
tion. were lent, and the dates. e *» 


The questions are directed at 
rhe — Loanouts 


Paramount, Loew’s, Inc., Metro, | 
RKO-Radio, Pathe News, Van Beuren! Next is a request for a listing of 
Corp., RKO Proctor Corp., RKO all instances in ~~ personnel was 


Midwest Corp., KAO Corp., Warner lent from Jan. 1, 1933, stating at the. 


Bros., Vitagraph, Vitaphone Corp.,}same time a name of the person | 
Warner Bros. Circuit Management involved, the date of the loan, the | 
Corp., 20th Century-Fox, Movie- period of the loan, the name of the | 


tonews, National Theatres Corp., Co- | producer to whom the person was | 
lumbia Pictures, Screen Gems, Inc., | lent, the name of the film in which | 
Universal Pictures, Big-U-Film Ex-'the person participated, the terms, 
change, Inc., and United Artisis | financial or otherwise, governing the A deal is near to closing for a re- 
Corp., and sundry subsidiaries. |loan, and whether the loan was newal of the partnership arrange- 

The questions are divided into made under a written contract. ment which Paramount has with Ar- 
groups inciucing organization, pro- | In connection with the loans, state thur Lucas and William Jenkins, 
duction activities, lending of talent | whether any arrangement was made covering a group of southeastern 
and production assets, distribution, whereby the company doing the theatres. Set up during the reor- 


torney’s fees. Dunbar alleges In- 
terstate pressure on distribs caused 
them to demand second run films 





activities. exhibition activities, and lending would share in the profits ganization, a total of between 40 and | 


history of each defendant. |of the borrower. Also all terms un- | 45 houses, all of them in Georgia, are 


In the first group, the defendant | der which the money was to be split, involved in the Lucas-Jenkins-Par | 


companies are asked to state the date if the answer to the proceding ques- combination. 

of their incorporation, the state in , tion is in the affirmative. Both Lucas and Jenkins are in 
which they were incorporated, and Other interrogatories have to do New York discussing a term renewal 
the purpose for which they were with every phase of the business probably for five years, with Par 
incorporated. They must state the from theatre operation to distribu- | theatre operating and administrativ 
principal executive officers, and all’ tion; chain operation, theatre opposi- | executives. 


branch Offices, and the location and tion, pooling and competition: studio ;| Leon Netter, Leonard Goldenson 
address of each exchange maintained setups, talent and general produc- and Montague Gowthorpe: of the 
since Jan. 1, 1928. 'tion details. home office were in Atlanta a week 

The name of the manager, as-| pay] Williams arrived in N. Y. 880 looking into phases of the re- 


sistant manager, and booker, of each 
exchange is requested, as well as a 
list of their duties and term of em- 


yesterday (‘Tues’) to confer with |mewal, Lucas and Jenkins following 
senior federal judge John C. Knox them on to New York with a view to 
about securing the Government 2” early closing of the contract. 


gi tren ee | preference date of Nov. 1 for the acne 
The names of all directors anc Of- | start of the trial of the anti-trust 


va Siceiat daeee’ tbe action against the film companies. FRELS WOULD ENJOIN 
tions. = ; 


Next, the total amount of author- | 





ized and outstanding stock, and the | : - es 

rights given to the stock to stock- | Trust Suit File Answers ; San Antonio, Sept. 5. 
holders. The total amount of fixed Oklahoma City, Sept. 5. An injunction was filed by Rubin 
indebtedness is desired. as is the Sixteen derendants in the $+.500.- Frels. seeking to restrain building of 


total amount of all current loans, , 000 anti-trust suits of A. B. Momand ‘4 new theatre in Victoria by the J.G. 
listing all those persons or corpora- | have filed their answers in Federal Long and R. E. Griffith theatres, also 
tions who made the loans which | district court here, al] covering the , including the Jefferson Amus. Co., 


total $10,000 or more, as well as | Same points and all general defenses | because of alleged restraint practices. | 


the terms and dates made. | Similar. This has been postponed in the state 
The names of the 20 largest stock-{| The answers state tnat Momand’s | district court to allow some time to 
holders of each class of stock, and | complaint fails to state a cause of compile case records. 
the dates of acquisition are sought,| action against the defendant upon The postponement also carries with 
Then the names of all other cor-| Which relief can be granted; that the | it a temporary restraining order that 
porate defendants in this action or | assignments to Momand are against |the Long-Griffith combo may not 
their subsidiaries, which have issued | Public policy; that Momand is not | proceed with their new house until 
any securities, together with dates|the real party in interest, as re- | the hearing is completed. 
issued and the amounts, are soughi, | quired by the laws of Oklahoma, in R. B. Weatherall, owner of the 
A list of all subsidiaries who are|the prosecution of a cause of action Plaza, Madisonville, Tex., will open 
creditors is sought, together with a|in any civil proceedings; that Mo-|a new house at Teague in competi- | 
list of those subsids in which the | Mand failed to comply with Rule 9 | tion to J. C. Long circuit. This is in | 


parent company is the creditor, to- ,Of the Rules of Civil Procedure for retaliation of house opened in Madi- | 


gether with the amounts of indebted- | the District Courts of the United | sonville by Long. 


ness. | States which requires that, when Leaman Marshall, together with 

The names of all creditors who, items of special damage are claimed, Robb & Rowley, reopened the Iris. 
participate in the management of | they shall be specifically stated. Terrel, Tex., after being closed for 
the defendants, together with the Most of these points were pre- | remodeling. 


amount of participation, and the ViOusly touched upon in previous A. B. (Dock) Rhodes, affiliated 
amount of indebtedness is the next | ™otions and overruled by Judge A. with Jefferson Amus.. opened new 


question. A request for the de-|P. Murrah at the time hearings house at Jasper, Tex., Sept. 1. 
fendant’s gross incomes for the years | Were held on the various defense New House at Port Arthur, Tex.. 
1935-1938 is sought, with approxima- | Motions, being planned by L. M. Threet. 
tions of the percentage derived from The answers also deny each and New Interstate house at Austin 


production, distribution and exhibi- ©V€Ty material statement, averment Tex., 
tion, together with the total net; °r inference in the complaint of any 
earnings or losses for the year is|COmbination, agreement, contract 
also requested. monopoly or conspiracy on the part Tyler and Port Arthur in near fu- 
Subsids of this defendant, and denies that it ture. The Palace, old legit house at 
Then follows a request for the has, or is, violating any section or Wichita Falls, being modernized. - 
names and addresses of all corpora- , S€Ctions of the act of July 2, 1890.6 2 ——HHesesesese 
tions, partnerships, or individual en-| Commonly known as the Clayton 


terprises, in which the defendants | Anti-Trust Act. dM S 
own financial interests directly or! Names of the various defendants’ Par Boar eets ept. ll 


indirectly, which are engaged in pro- New York legal counsel were en- 
duction, distribution, exhibition, and | tered upon the answers. This is the Regular menting of the Paramount 
any other phase of the film industry. | first time during the case that these Pictures board of directors sched- 
A breakdown asks for the form of | Vattorneys have "been presented, all uled for last Thursday (31) was 
the organization, capital invested, | previous actions being handled sole- postponed. With Stanton Griffis and 
number and location of offices,| ly by local counsel. Defendants who; Adolph Zukor away from N.Y. 
amount and percentage of cutstand- filed separate answers and the legal | there was lack of a quorum. 

ing stock held by the defendants, counsel (besides Keaton, Wells & Next session takes place on Sept. 
same as to bonds, date of acquisition | Johnson locally) of each is as fol- 11. 
by the defendants, and names and/} lows: 

addresses of persons from whom| Griffith Amus. Co. and Consoli- 
they were acquired. Identical ques- | dated Theatres, Inc., by Henry Grif- | Benedict’ s ‘Curtain Call’ 
fions are then asked regarding any | fiing and J. B. Dudley; Paramount Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
partnership corporations, associ- Pictures, by Austin C. Keough: Pub-|, First associate producer 


known as the Austin, opened. 
Plans call for new house at Houston 


to open in December, also one in 








assign- 


ations, individual enterprises, or | |lix Theatres, by Keough: Warner | ment for Howard Benedict at RKO! 


aeogets companies, which own inter- | Bros., by Robert W. Perkins; Vita- | is Howard J. Green’s ‘Curtain Call,’ 


sts in the film companies. phone and Vitagraph, by Perkins;) which Dalton Trumbo is scripting. 
The next questions deal with the|' WB Theatres, by Perkins; Pathe Benedict recently was upped from | 
production activities of the com- Film, by Phillips & Nizer; 20th Cen-' the publicity department. 


A on ee 8 es ee es 


against Interstate Circuit for dam- , 





Behind the Scenes, [A-4A s| 


___Continued from page 1 














must have been advised of the grim | rumored that IATSE adherents in 

: ; , : dience might break up th 
sentiment in the actor ranks—a sen- the au F ,. 
sent meeting. The Four A’s had arranged 


pra , , , th j : 
timent that made an overwhelming for 30 police and more than 100 


strike vote at the New York and gtrongarm deputies to watch for any 

| Hollywood mass meetings virtually attempt to disrupt the proceedings, 

certain, But nothing untoward occurred. 
Clo Threat | To circumvent troublemakers in 


Worried by the USTG activities the audience there were no speeches, 
on the outside and by dissatisfaction Gillmore merely read the joint Four 
from certain groups within their own | A’s-IATSE statement listing the 
ranks, the IATSE officials were un- terms of settlement and asked that 
/doubtedly in a precarious spot. The there be no bitterness 0 crowing 
Four A’s leaders were also intensely over the victory. As the audience 
worried Friday and Saturday nights cheered each point, he concluded 
(1-2), so the struggle boiled down to with the plea, ‘Let us all work to- 
_a question of pressure and a con- gether for the future and glory of 
‘test of nerves. But apparently the the American theatre.’ 

IATSE heads couldn't afford to risk In the excitement Gillmore forgot 
a general strike, particularly if the to read one page of his speech. That 
|Four A’s were to tie in with the referred to plans for reorganizing 
| USTG and the CIO. , the Four A’s into ‘one big union’ to 

The puzzling aspect of the affair do away with duplificat: Oo. mem- 
is why the stagehand execs con- berships and dues. Afte> the meet- 
sented to such a complete surrender, ing, the boards of the Four A’s af- 
|when only a short time before they filiates met to ratify the settlement. 
|had flatly rejected much more ad- Corts 
| vantageous terms. As late as nearly | 
| midnight Saturday night (2) George 
E. Browne, IATSE president, turned 
down in about 10 one-syllable words 
a League of New York Theatre 
| mediation offer based on the terms 
lof the William A. Green-Matthew 
| Woll plan. Yet only about four hours 
| later the IATSE capitulated on every for meetings; hiring a special plane 


ee point at issue. . to fly the Hollywood delegation to 
| What has not been fully explained Atlantic City and back; trips back 
is what took place in that four-hour ang forth across the country by 
(time difference. The Four A's Ralph Morgan, SAG president, and 


|sensed it was on the verge of vic- | Kenneth Thomson, executive-secre- 
tory, for the leaders are understood | tary: hotel bills and other expenses 


to have notified the IATSE that the | fo, the film group in New York and 
Green-Woll plan was no longer ac- similar outlays for the trips to At- 
| ceptable. |lantic City; legal fees; phone bills, 
Major film and broadcasting com- including countless cross-country 
pany heads also were trying to bring calls, and a host of other matters 
an accord. But the actor representa- | Figured the IATSE also had some 
tives refused to give in to the pres- | expenses, but nothing like those in- 
sure on the ground that the very ex- curred by the Four As. 
istence of their unions was at stake. ———— " 
Bioff Angle 


Another matter for speculation is F, & M. SETS NEW 10-YR. 


the Screen Actors Guild letter to | 
William Bioff, thanking him for} LEASE ON PAR L A 
bringing about the peaceful settle- | ’ ° © 


ment. Having had a magazine edi-| i . 
toric] of thanks to the IATSE back- | Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
fire only two years ago, the Guild Mike Marco, head of Fanchon & 
would hardly make such a move Marco, is back from New York 
without good reason, particularly in 
lview of the organization’s recent | 
| violent personal attacks on Bioff and 'together with a 10-year franchise as 
the fact that he’s been mentioned as| 4 first run outlet locally for Par 
being a subject of Government in- pictures. ' 
vestigation on income tax charges. 
Public expressions of gratitude in 
such a case hardly come under the 
heading of casual let-bygones-be- 
bygones gestures. 


It was estimated by Four A’s execs 
that the entire fight cost the actor 
unions around $15,000, exclusive of 
the organizing fund of $30,600 loaned 
to the American Guild of Variety 
Artists by Equity, Chorus Equity and 
the Screen Actors Guild. That in- 
cluded such expenses as renting halls 


| 


where he negotiated a new 10-vear 
lease of the Paramount theatre here, 


Paramount theatre, operating late- 
ly on straight sound policy, will 
probably continue straight pictures, 
unless Marco is able to secure a 
scale reduction from stagehands and 


That letter may have been a pric€! resume vaudfilm. 


for surrender. If so, the Guild of- 
ficials undoubtedly would not have 
felt justified in making an _ issue, vesnedaling wilt Lele te deferred 
probably involving a strike and the ssille Aeabh Webi Mie Sinn Senta 
jobs of more than 100,000 people, ; ' ee ee eee cerns ee 
over a letter of the sort. After all, Deal is on for the takeover of the 
the Guild and the Four A’s weren't; Los Angeles, subsequent run here, 
interested in Bioff’s background as | >Y Metropolitan Theatres, Inc., oper- 
long as he was concerned only with| 4t/ng company for principal the- 
the IATSE. It was when the stage-, 4tres, in association with Cohen 
hands’ union threatened to take over | Bros., group of downtown second 
the actors that he and Browne be-/| and third run houses. The L. A. 
came issues to the Four A’s was built some years ago by Wil- 

The settlement itself was or liam Fox and has been operated by 
on the Coast about 4 a. m. (EDST) | Joe Leo. 
Sunday, but the actor heads re- 
mained in the Four A’s office in New 


York all night, conferring by phone ‘Letty’ Rulin 
with those huddling in Hollywood. - 5 
The session in New York finally | ——-—Continued from page 5 : 


broke up about 8:30 Sunday morn- 
ing. After that, it was merely a 


Original plan to close down the 
house for several weeks for complete 











decisions of the supreme court are 


kk held not to be controlling, and the 
uestl re ing 7: > > “ . 
q on of keeping the settlement a | nact case is held to be a proper one 


secret until Sunday night, in ac- | fo, opportionment, the plaintiffs 
cording with the terms of the agree- | cnoyld be allowed to present evi- 


ment, ; ; dence before 20% of the property is 
N. ¥. Meeting Tense fixed as a yardstick. 
The announcement was made by 
Frank Gillmore, Four A’s president, 
in a dramatic speech at the mass 
meeting Sunday night at the Astor 
hotel, N. Y. About 4,000 people were 
crowded into the main ballroom of 
|the hotel, filling every available 
seat on the main floor and two bal- 
conies and crowding the aisles and 
sides of the room. Even so, it was | 
estimated that nearly a 1.000 more 
were jammed into the hotel lobby, 
unable to get into the meeting. Oth- 
ers were still arrivirg as the session 
ended. 


The ruling laid down by the court 
allowing the copyright owners 20‘¢ 
of the net is not only improper and 
| inadequate, continue the plaintiffs, 
but constitutes an open invitation 10 
plagiarism, since it would enable 2 
| deliberate plagiarist to pirate liter- 
ary material, without fear of the 
consequences, 

Pictures with star casts and poor 
stories have been boxoffice failures, 
while pictures with good stories and 
without starred actors have been 
boxoffice successes. 

7 2 |! In order to show the importance of 

As the Four A’s heads filed onto the story, the plaintiffs concluded 
the stage at about 9:45, with Gill-| their unsuccessful attempt at a re- 
more in the lead, it was evident that | hearing by citing four plays costing 
the assemblage was in a highly emo- | the film industry $200,000 or more 
tional state. The entire audience three costing $150,000-$200,000, and 
stood and cheered for several min-|11 costing $100,000-$150,000. The 
utes as the Four A’s officials and | case of ‘Ben Hur,’ netting the Wal- 
such stars as Katharine Cornell, Tal- | lace family over $4,000,000, was cited. 
lulah Bankhead, Katharine Hepburn, | as was ‘Abie’s Irish Rose.” which was 
| Adolphe Menjou and George Raft sold for $300,000 plus 50% of the 
took chairs on the stage. It had been | profits. 


= 

















 —c*«|»,©;| ye 








~ «fee 











-_— 





Wednesday, September 6, 1939 VARIETY 











While M-G-M’s magic wonder show “WIZARD OF 
OZ” winds up the 1938-39 season in a blaze of glory, the 
year 39-40 has opened up with all eyes on Leo the Lion! 


YOUR ITCHING PALM! 


there’s a fortune in it! 


We told you how the Previews of “THE WOMEN” 
and “BABES IN.ARMS” created a furore! We 
pointed out that no season had ever yielded two such 
sensations to begin with. Now “NINOTCHKA"” 
has been previewed ... it is phenomenal! And 
“BLACKMAIL” and “THUNDER AFLOAT” have 
been previewed! They are smashing entertainments! 
Did we hear somebody say: “Pictures talk!” 

















18 VARIETY 
si PPE ae _ | PICTURES Wadsonsey, September | 6, 1939 _ 











































































































e + 
Bioff Credited | ir ILM BOO KING CHAR ' Exhibs-Cod 
Rates . V} to08-C0de 
: Continued from page 5 
Peace pact was announced and im- (For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, VARIETY presents @ complete chart of feature releases of | Continued from page 5 ; 
mediately ratified at a mass meeting all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date cf better feeling for both the distribut- 
of the Four A’s on Sunday night at reviews as given in Vaniniy and the running time of prints are included.) ors and exhibitors. 
the Hollywood Legion stadium. More COPYRIGHT. 1939. BY VARIETY. INC oe, Thos. E. Orr, 
than 5,000 rank and file members of | . en. INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED (Amusement Enterprises, Inc.) \ 
various affiliates attended the get- Rev. tm Var.—Reviewed in Variety Key ie Type Abbreviations . , . —— 4 
together presided over by Lawrence M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy-Drama; W—Western; D—Drema; ss caine = Sheuld Gffer Cade Anyway 
Tibbett. ee me San Francisco, 
Ralph Morgan, SAG prez, ac- ~ WEEK : a f — acne a <== Editor, VARIETY: 
quainted the mob with the agre°- OF " — | R | - | | In regard to the Government's re- 
ment, which was greeted with wild RELEASE Var. . TYPE Co. TALENT | R.T. | jection of the proposed film indus- 
cheering. _ 5 ee livy’s code of fair trade practices, 
‘Iam profoundly grateful and pe. 6, 23 39° 621 | CLOUDS OVER EUROPE ¢ | L. Oliv - _which includes voluntar bitre : 
2 Ds 2K EUROPE D Col L. Olivier-V. Hobs ; untary §arbitra- 
foundly happy,’ Morgan declared, 6/7 MAISIE cD | M-G son | 93 |tion, I am at a loss to understand 
announce to you, especialiy in Veht V3 GRAND JURY SECRETS M lar S ca ae | 32 | why the Government rejected this 
of the tragedy that has just siruck a penne gee OF DESERT Ww Par D. Woods-E. Venable 4 code. 
the worlc, that there wil, Le no é aa. 7 noe pate M | RKO | C. Merris-W. Barrie 1% While it is true that it does not 
strike in this industry.’ 5/24 KID FROM Bo. le cD + a A. Faye-W. Baxter-Treacher | contain everything the exhibitors \ 
He then outlined variou, attempts | 6 30 39° a “PARENTS ¢€ ON —F : Cc _Wwe W. Meorris-J. Biondet.- 1-2. O'Brien 20 wanted or are entitled to, it is the . 
made to arrange a peace settlement | 6/28 GOOD GIRLS GO = on ya J. Parker-J, Downs i 56 feeling of our Association that this 
that would be acceptable to the ac- | 628 STRONGER THAN DESERE on be A ad oo -M, Douglas — | 90 proposed code was a step in the right 
tors, of running up agains! a ‘stone 7/5 BULLDOG DRUMMOND'S BRIDE M Par ; Fe oe 16 ate hase | 99 direction and would enable the ex- 
wall’ at the Atlantic City sessions 7/12 | WYOMING OUTLAW 21 2 |e | See ee ee 
when an appea! was made to the war SAINT IN LONDON M RKO G. Sanders-S. Seue | 58 in an orderly manner to work out 
AFL exec council, and of failure to ate STUNT PILOT D Mono | J. Trent-M. Reynolds oe their difficulties without resorting to -8 
negotiat2 ar agreement wit! Browne | ; ee FEAR M U W. Gargan-l. Hervey | ¢5 | !@v or courts. 
at two New York conferences. Ovher | 6/14 -- COULD HAPPEN TO — w RKO G. O’Brien-M. Reynolds j ‘ Naturally, the abandonment of the 
officials of the SAG, Edward Arnold, 7739 ——— | ee “a5 ou CD | _ 20th | G, Stuart-S. Erwin-J. Gale |} 32 cede vitally affects the exhibitors, 
Thomas Free-Baron Smith and Larry | ‘ 7/5 ON JOMAN 18 THE JU IDGE M Col R. Hudson-O. Kruger-Inescort | 2 i= ho were in favor of it. As far as 
Steers, also spoke briefly on the set- 6/14 MAN ABOUT TOWN > . — L.Barrymore-8.Bondi-U. Merkel | 65 the small exhibitor is concerned, the 
tlement. 7/12 | CAREER . cD RKO = See, Sameee-S. Arneld | 2 most vital parts of the code per- 
Peace parleys which ended the 6 28 MICKEY, THE KID on Rep ap : +“ ©. Ellis-J. Archer | 3 tained to the 26% canccllation, fore- e 
threat to the industry were started | 11/16 MOTO TAKES VACATION M °0th P. ora meee =" + toe OX ing of shorts, trailers and newsreels 
a the AFL suggested to Kenneth > ; : a acme, M U S. Gurie-D. Briges-E. pal = and above all voluntary arbitration. 
omson, executive secretary of the | -———__— | —.-— = D WB Dead En “RR In my Opinion the distributors should 
SAG, that the one man who might | 7/14/39 2 16 = MAN FROM SUNDOWN WwW | Col |G Se meagan — - | proceed to offer this code to salons 
be able to work out an agreement ine LM Ee py Had cD M-G R. Johnson-T. Neal = who wishes to accept it as a volun- 
was Bioff. ais” | SHE MARRIED A Cor © | Par | B.Grable-J.Martley-D.0’Connor | gq | tary proposition between exhibitor 
Thomson met John F. Gatelee and | 7/5 SECOND FIDDLE bn oath P. Re,an-J. Parker | 66 and distributor. This would show ¥ 
Frank Stickling, IATSE representa- 7/19 | UNEXPECTED FATHER “el U big at ge ge 87. | g00d faith on the part of the distrib- 
a at a downtown restaurant Sat- | ___ 7/19 | WATERFRONT M WB 2: a gt O'Keefe 77. | utors and would offer a measure of 
urday evening (2) and Ralph Morgan 7 21 39 7/19 | BLONDIE TAKES VACATION © a son Pa relief to the exhibitors. I “con- 
, ih: ON ‘ . = asisdiebieeiliniaii - . >. per son 
was called in. After a lengthy dis- Ue | A HARDY Gers aPuinarever co | MG | L. sate ae . Se ee 
cussion, the four went to call on 8/23 | WAY DOWN SOUTH cD RKO B etna 9 laeubre <<. Parner 88 | provide some form of fair trade 
Bioff at his Canoga Park farm. Con- 7/19 | jdt Rag ny onset g FRAUD D Par A. Tamiroff-L Nolan-M Beland | ~4 practice code will only result in fur- 
fab lasted until 5 a.m. Sunday morn- 7 7 : At By — AT NIGHT D 20th D. Senter-k. Hest-E Gleesse a2 ther legislation. Exhibitors as a 
ing with a tentative agreement “ 19 | WINTER PR co eg M oa G. Raft-C. Trevor 78 whole are not going to wait for the 
reached. 621 | DAUGHTERS cou 4 nee co Ud A. Sheridan-R. Carlson 9] years it takes to settle the Govern- 5 
eat sa — f ae RS COURAGEOUS CD WB , ame ieee E Gantt [oon , . 
rowne was phoned in New York *% : = - : ; _| Lane Sis ers-J. Gartield-G. Page 167 | ment’s anti-trust suits. 
and he vr : 7 28 39 8/23 BEHIND PRISON GATES M Col B , ; a 
promptly okayed the agree- 5/17 GOODBYE, MR. CHIPS on 0 - Donlevy -J. Wells-P. F'x -. | I still feel that this industry can 
ment and authorized Gatelee to sign | 3/23 | ISLAND OF LOST MEN D | tg a. bg -G,. Garson 116 | work out its own problems if both 
it. Text was then wired to New 7/96 | THE SPELLBINDER CD | RKO dena g 2 €.! Naish- E. Blore 63 parties wish to be fair. Failing this, 
York for approval of Four A’s board, 8/2 | COLORADO SUNSET w | Rep ra pia Me Be = Loewe : \ i San Teeres are eur only 
which was given. A hurried meet- 6/21 | SUSANNAH OF MOUNTIES cD 20t% S. Tempie-k. Sea ie &. ” 58 | recourse. 
ing of the SAG board and other Four | ~ |_89 | THE COWBOY QUARTERBACK C | WB _ | B. Wheeler-M. Wilson wanes “ | =. ¥. Marvey, Fres., 
A a oe on the Coast was then 8/4 39 : Coase GUARD " D | Col | R. Scott-R. Bellamy-F. Dee | “ee Ind. Theatre Owners of No. Cal. 
callec ay afternoo Their / SALE -G ts ae me 
— Meg Sunday afternos n. Their | 3/9 NIGHT WORK ALE « D M G R. Young-F. Rice-F. Craven i 30 — ‘i 
pproval was also given and Thom- | 15 BACHELOR c Par M.Boland-C.Rug¢gles-J.Mathews 61 | Insincere’ Move ) 
son signed for the actors, bringing | 7/26 SHOULD Ant dame i c RKO G. Rogers-D. Niven 80 Madison, Ind. 
an end to the controversy. | 9/2” | E. MAXWELL'S HOTEL. WOMEN CD Rep | J.Gleas’'n-L.Gleas’n-H-Davenport | 71 Editor, VARIETY: 
che 4/26 FOUR FEATHERS “> ME! = mr . Ellisen-A. Sethern s1 | In reference to the abandonment 
Stagehands’ Bad Press 7/19 | INDIANAPOLIS SPEEDWAY ~ | we | P.omden-A, Sherias 130 «| of the code, it was just ancther in- 
Favorable press which was ex- _ 8/2 =| _MR. WONG IN CHINATOWN M Meno B. oa ace ' 2 | sincere move On the part of the dis- 
pected by the IATSE in its battle with 8 11 39 | 89 LADY OF THE TROPICS p | M-G | R. Taylor- ae _| _70 | tributors and producers. It was never 
“7 os es ae eee. | 8/23 RIDERS OF 04 D | Mono Sh Oy i | $1 | meant to be of any value to the In- P 
is, those publications and commen- : | SRS OF FRONTIER w | Mene | Tex Rit : eee 63 | dependent theatr erator, s 
S é om} | : PRON SESE : ter ‘ eatre operator, so why 
tators who did not adopt a strictly | 3 - eKW Senate ‘ieeiomeanes Cc | Par B. Burns-S. Hayward-J. Allen . | don't you print your own individual 
neutral attitude in which they mere- | ; + =A Lane R w | Rep Three Mesquiteers-P. Isley + | reactions to this fake code of ethics 
ly asked that the strife be brought CHICKEN WAGON FAMILY by J | rn R. Barrat-N. Beery, Jr €5 | Which you know was born because 
to an end, were generally strong in MODERN CINDERELI Ps . om — = oer Carrillo-M. Weaver 63 | of Governmental investigation. 
their condemnation of the stage- | 6,28 MAN IN IRON MASK Dp | UA LHaew'rd- foe bead Since 1908, I have had every trick 
hands. 7 PLAYING WITH DYNAMITE M | WE JS. Wyman-A. Fonhins W.William 110 of the industry tried on me—The 4 
Grips have had fairly good press ry 18 39 OUTPOST OF THE MOUNTIES Ww. ~ Col, Cc. Ss cod 60 Fatents Co., General Film, franchise 
breaks in the past and expected a 9/6 | THESE GLAMOUR GIRLS cD | M-G I - Starrett-I. oe ; deals, protection and clearance, 
repetition on the basis that they are 9/6 | THE OKLAHOMA TERROR Ww | Mono J. Randall. “gp athe aiuiaies 78 |threats of producer or distributor 
poor laborers fighting $5,000-a-week | 82 | MAN FROM TEXAS Ww | Mono T. Ritter. 44 warrets 60 |e mpetition, score charges, blind 
actors. But it didn’t work ail that 7/26 THIS MAN IS NEWS CD | ‘Par | Vv. : er-H., FE rice-( . B. Wood 6@ | checking ian ir gl ares S| int { 
way thie time. wi ide ree 7/26 RENEGADE TRAIL a> - Hobbs-B. Karnes [2 ee eee, ee trailers 
Ay is time, with a large portion 39 | IN OLD MONTEREY Ww | Par W. Boyd-R. Hayden-G. Hayes | ogy and shorts; deliberate lifting of bot- 
of public and press admitting they | THE KIND MEN MARRY w | Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette-G. Hayes | 76 tom programmers into top alloca- 4 
Saw no reason why mechanical em- 8/2 STANLEY AND LIVINGSTONE a | reve C. Lembard-G. Withers-K. Fran | tions; hits produced and sold in one 
ployes should dominate actors. 7/12 THEY SHALL HAVE MUS “a >| "= S. Tracy-N. Kelly-R. Greene | 186 year taken out and resold at a highe 
Westb :" - r . HAVE MUSIC D UA J. Heifetz-J. McC | a nl r 
estbrook Pegler, in his syndi- | INTERMEZZO D UA i. ae : aoe rea-A. Leeds 120 price in the next year; score charges 
cated column, was by far the most ; . | _ 7/19 | _EACH DAWN I DIE D wsB J. Cagney -G. — _— of $150.00 in a town of 6,000, and a 
—o He wrote, in part: 8°25 39 | 9/6 | FIVE LITTLE PEPPERS CD | Col | E. Fellows- = Peter _ | _% | file full oz broken distributor prom- 
| the stage actors and presently | 8/16 WIZARD OF OZ c| M-G | J. Garland.F. eterson j 55 ises. In all this time I have paid and 
those of the screen decided that they il pan ain LUCK M | Meno | F.Darro-”. -ooeneS, habe | 10@ | played out my deals, payments have 
must strike next week to check the 23 | 2 STARMAKER MU Par | B.C P ne iott | bee adv ae oe as 
, SMUGG : , MU | rosby-L.Campb ; been in advance, yet today I do not 
arate of the stagehands’ union to | | atscn Ween D | oo | B Mackay-R. Seedzen-thkeebins | have enough credit to have niggh tit 
ake , 3 : | ‘ dior sLICN! : ~ | gj ° 
j agg toni Ay — i up | 9/6 | ANGELS WASH THEIR FACES A | wr | daly — K. Howell 61 |! he . shipped me on open account. 
benign dis ter worth one ¢ . |- | SHE HOBBY FAMILY cp | _W5 |. J. Rich-H. O'Neill s6 | The present cyclone of legislation 
© — - ing for TONG = - . was generat rery OD 
the good it will do. This strike 9,139 | 9/6 tg W ILD HORSE w Col Fred Stone- Konga who aaa a no Rn = ge pie 
will inform the public of th fr ¢ 2 WOMEN c | M-G N.Shearer-J.Crawf : lm *. o} ce Se ee ee ever 
e effront- |} 8/30 DEATH GF A CHAMPION wford-R.Russell 132 | ment’s charge of unfair business eth- 
ery of the stagehands’ union and re- | g/39 CONSPIRACY CHAMPION D Par L. Overman-R. Paige-V. Dale os lies, Ane enn in thi . susiness eth 
veal one of the most important | 9/6 WAL CTR PERT c — D RKO A. Lane-L. Hayes-R. Barratt 5 i ieee sae . re arenes Sane & 
sons why the stage has almost ceased 8/30 | FLIGHT poy 7 | tmp | Se Maeered, Geeeeh, Geltem | 6s | ccwe ie ee en em ea 
to be. That reason is ‘caidas 9/6 ADV’T’RES SI sb al gS  D| Rep | P-Regen-J.Parker-CoLR screwy. No other business in this ) 
t reason is the stagehands V’T’RES SHERLOCK HOLMES M | 20th m. Rathb ; Turner | country could survive if , 
—_——s union and one result of its rapacity ; THE UNDERPUP Mi U Jean- . 6 et al 1. Lupino 5 one. Ni ag hte snippet soe 
= ne arrogance is unem- 8 9 as ane i — KHAWK M J | R Arlen-A. a sialic ~ ly salaries to risa . <td . vista 
i ployment of actors, which has re- ~ ; OL AID D WEB | B. Davis- , @& | aie —— See 
, sulted in demands es + lit $ 8 39 8/16 | GOLDEN BOY tn | ca |" BStany ae Hopkins-G. Brent 45 nese they be relatives. No other | 
ee « x - era - ae Vv) > puis es : P . N | 
/ ent, funds to revive the drama s | out | MeNRY Goes arioxa tm | McG | EeMorsaga Merrie mai” | [other business deals with their ev | 
s at it may be led un an alley and 9° hin Aan tae Ww Par Ww. Bovd-R Hay See ee eee 
clouted over the skull asain by a | 8/23 CHAN AT CPREASt RE ISLAND M™ | 26th > Toler-C (Havden-W. Soran 1 «5 #|lomers with less honesty. Knowing : 
stagehands, : dis | 8/23 THE FIGHTING GRINGO w | EKO _O'Brien-L. Tovar a 72 jand having experienced, I see mn 
ike ‘eharvent ocr | FULL CONFESSION mp | RKO | v: McLaglen-S.E vd 39 benefit possible with the code in 
nt scrap . . . can become | BAD COMPANY M U 5 Ges ilers-B.Fitzger'd 72 | question 
an enormous brawl . . . and for no | 8/16 | DESPERATE TRAILS Ww | U i ieeend eke From all this i ‘ 
other reason than the invasion of one | NANCY DREW & STAIRCASE M WB B.G tie ee x ee eee ee fe | 
union’s field by another union sreedy 9 15 39 | ‘DANCING CO-E oe — es ee ie sranville-J. Litet | have a very marrow viewpoint. I am \ 
for power and dues.’ nati SKY a CD | M-G . Turner-R. Carlson-L. Bowman | narrow whea it comes to dishonesty; ‘ 
{ Pegler used the IA-AAAA battle. 7/26 | BEAU GESTE = | Se | Greek meee cee, | | hat is why dishonest business ethics 
i as column fodder agai a ee ae DAY THE PROORIES W ‘ va ee fillend-R. Preston called a code is not a loss when 
. (Tueed r again yesterday THE RAINS C DPT Cc | RKO | J. Penner-B. Grable 4 | abandoned 
i} : ues day), changing his tone some- 8 23 HAWA NS CAME cn 26th M, Loy-T. Pewer-G Brent 114 q 
what in regards to nitery perform- tres y ghy MU | U J. Downs-M. Carlisle-C. Moor a 7 eee, 
| a He called them ‘lily-handed 9 22 39 — | THUNDES owe »D | WB | J. Garficla-P. Lane = , 4 oo (Madison Theatre Co.) 
ams...who get by on gall in the NDER AFLOAT p | M-G | W. Beery-C. 2 —~ 1 page 
modern version of the backroom... 8/23 | sure A TOUCHDOWN c | Par J. E. Brown- pl i | Te oe >. S See 
i] and of whom it cannot be said they s 30 ph Beng faak anal. cD | RKO G. Rogers-W. Connolly-£. Ellison 82 | Edit maeress, $1. 
i are actors.’ a_—_. OK AND! I © | 20th J. Rozers-W. Frawley _ . pins | Editor, VARIETY: 
i He then held that the actors wi . cp |; _U | S. Gurie-B. Rathhene-V. MeL: sa There has been so much turmoil, 
: Hi be throwing down the publie to > i Fae SND ch he pe WB_ | G. Dicksen-D. Mergns- agg | So much litigation in our industry in 
| est if, in the interest of union har- 9 29, 39 MUPDEP. IN gel eR cD | a A Sothein-F. Tone-V. Grey | perms sea two or three years that I 
' mony, they refuse to divulee what | MY T.OVE FOR ~ coi ) - — = ne -B. Maclane i )am very reluctant to make a state- 
/ they claimed to know, during the HEPE I AM. A S'TP ANGER = | pA ge urray-Carroll-Janes few nt of any kind concerning our in- 
} recent conflict, of ‘conditions FIRST LOVE : y om. | U = a Di-:-B. Joyce | dus tiv, except to say that Iam of the 
(brought about by the IA), which. NURSE EDITH CAVELL | | Metin ee ee 
if they did not overspeak themselves A CHILD IS BORN B WB | G. Fiizgerald-J 1 mig bang ore regulation any industry has, P 
ave criminal’ | | | - Lynn ine healthier will be thet industry 
F. W. A rer SQit 
i ; (Anderson Theatre Circuit.) 
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Film Reviews 


| 


|character portrayals, but far too pon- 
'derous in unraveling, failing to con- 





OKLAHOMA TERROR 


(Continued from page 14) 
at the outset, it finally straightens 
itself out and manages to get by, 
mostly on its abundance of battling, 
There are several implausible 





easily. Too, the 


chases. ; 

Plot is written around the period 
right after the Civil War. 
captain in the northern army, re- 
turns west to find his father had 
been murdered and the area served 
by the stagecoach line which the 
father had managed in the grip of a 
band of cutthroats. He and his pal 
Fuzzy (Al St. John) set about right- 
ing the wrong and acquire the sup- 
port of local ranchers who are fed 
up with the gang’s operations. In 
short order Randall and his vigi- 
lantes, helped by a man originally 
suspected of the father’s death, but 
who turns out to be the deceased’s 
bosom friend, round up the gang in 
one full swoop at the finale. The 
town’s richest and most respected 
citizen was behind it all. 


Virginia Carroll, formerly of New | 
York legit, is the only femme in the | 


film. She hasn't much to do but 


that little is handled capably. St. | 


John, comedian of old, gets in a few 
laughs. 


FIGHTING RENEGADE 


Victory release of Sam Katzman produc- 
tion. Features Tim MeCoy. Directed by 
sam Newtield. Original and adaptation by 
William Lively; camera, Art Reed; editor, 
Holbrook Todd At Central, N. Y¥., dual 
week Sept. 1, 


*l.ightning’ Bill Carson | 
5 










El Puma -§ gq i $Jeecececs Tim McCoy 
Marian Willis... .cccccccoces Joyce Bryant 
Magphe..cccccvcctccccccs Ben Corbeit 
l.ink Bensen..... ..Ted Adams 
Old Doble... ....csece ....- Bud Busies 
Jenee Taneane, .s<+ck000esess Dave O'Brien 
Prof. Lucius Lieyd..ccccsee: Forrest Tayler 
Sheri... cccccccvcceccccocece see Mowes 
POSDOstel soo. 6 sccnseneeneenees John Elliott 





Tim McCoy, disguised in a Mexi- | 


can bandit—‘de best damn caballero’ 
-—role, pretty familiar stuff by now, 
attempts to dress up western bad 
man formula by cloaking the pro- 
ceeding in a pseudo-scientific expe- 
dition to recover museum relics 
from Indian burial grounds. Idea 
had possibilities. Writer has mangled 
theme so badly, however, that final 
result is nothing more than the usual 
roundup of band of desperadoes and 
killers. There’s riding and shoot- 


ing action of sorts, but nothing to | 
interest | 


excite more than ordinary 
for action fan houses. 
McCoy, long hunted as the 


El Puma, feared bandit of the Robin 
Hood type, when the new expedi- 
tion arrives to take on where the 
old one left off. Head of expedition 


in which daughter of the murdered | 


scientist has joined, to find her 
father’s murderer, is 
unreasonable character, 
Forrest Taylor. He falls afoul of a 
hireling of the real killer, Ted 
Adams, who sticks a knife in the 
professor and arranges blame to fall 
on EL Pt From there 
three-way manhunt between the 
Pumas, Adams and sheriff’s posses 
ensues. At the end of the trail, 
where relics and gold are cached, 
El Puma finally gets his man and 
clears his name. 

Redeeming feature of this western 
iy its magnificent canyon and boul- 
der backgrounds. Cameraman has 
handled scenic effects with good 
composition. McCoy, for the most 
part, is unimpressive despite in- 
gratiating cabellero interpretation 
His work lacks the vigor and hard 
scrapping qualities expected of west- 
ern heroes. Joyce Bryant, the fem- 
me lead, is a looker but needs more 
experience. She has possibilities 


GIRL FPOM RIO 


m4 To > 
Pwri i Ultiad. On, a 


(WITH _JNGS) 

M gram rel e of E. B. Derr produc. 

mn Features Movita, Warren Hull Ldi- 
rected by 1 nbert Hillyer. Original sei " 
Play by Milton Rai n, John T Nevil 
camera Paul Ivano; edito Russe 
schoengarth: gone Johnny Lange Lev 
Porter, Harry Vobias, Emile de Recat \ 









Central, N Y., dual, week Sept ] "SU. 
Running time, 63 MINS. 
thie rain, og, RE EC COT ETT TE Movita 
ROTO 640.0 06600b4 065060606008 Warren Holl 
sist heck isebsherestease Alan Baldwin 
AL AO Seen ite Kay J.inake: 
PINT wins bagetbensccaeanus Clay Clement 
fg ate rE ae oe Adele Pearce 
i eee aeaeencas Soledad Jiminez 
PO GOMABET oss 6s ccccaecis Richard Tucker 
( ollins C4540 0600408500 44500955 Dennis Moore 
PN Ns dans Kae aRa Eee Byron Foulget 
Slow-paced arson and_ stamp- 


collecting racket mystery with fair 
entertainment and production values 
Leans heavily on singing talents of 
Movita, to exploit her vocal accom- 
plishments, lending distinction to an 
otherwise flat story. A dual entry. 

Planted as a prominent South 
American warbler, Movita is called 
to New York to extricate her 
brother from a scrape. Circumstan- 
tial evidence has involved him in 


arson and murder charges. Con- 
saa 0 of his innocence and aided 
y her American sweetheart, 1 


iewspaperman, Warren Hull, she 
Otains employment in Clay Clem- 


se- | 
quences but they'll be passed over | 
footage could be | 
shortened to make it more compact | 
by scissoring portions of the many | 


Randall, | 


"30. Running time, 54 MINS, | 


SUD. | 
posed murderer of museum expedi- | 
tion leader, turns up in disguise as 


a_crochety | 
played by | 





| ent’s Conder Club, hoping to get the 


necessary evidence. Working with 


| her are insurance company investi- 
| gators who are trying to pin the 


yu0ds on Clement, suspected of hav- 
ing caused some of his previous 
night club ventures to go up in 
flames, later collecting for loss of 
valuable stamp collections. Movita 
is exposed as the accused boy’s sis- 
tet Cornered in Clement's office, 
she uses latter’s own gun in self- 
| defense. Tracer bullets in weapon 
| set another fire and furnish clue to 
Clement's arson methods. Hull and 
insurance men arrive in the nick o’ 
| time. 

Director Lambert Hillyer has given 
Movita every advantage to shine in 
the footage and flashy costuming. 
Actress turns in a nice performance 
and will hold audience interest with 
her rendition of ‘The Burro Song,’ 
‘Romance in Rio’ and ‘Daddy Mine.’ 
First two numbers fit into the Latin 
atmosphere suitably. the ‘Burro’ 
piece serving as the themeatic music 
throughout. 

HEARTBEAT 
(FRENCH-MADE) 

French MP. Corp. preduction and release. 
Meatures (trance Demazis and Jean Servais. 
Directed by Marcel Pagnol! Screenplay by 
Marcel Pagnol from novel by Jean Giono; 


music by Vincent Seotto; camera, Willy. 
Previewed in Projection Room, N. Y. Aug. 





so, "39% Running time: 8% MINS, 
PMOOD. 5 si sescnveboncxaveees Orane Demazis 
SERA OE 2. cecccsecrccctsedsaskss Fernandel 
S Coes. oceceeecteonadeesen -Henri Poupon 
RIMOGOD. oo cccccesevececes Edouard Delmont 
eee Terr re eee eT eamead Andrex 
| Em BEOUG, p ccnceconsenesscenesebangs Toinon 
| ADDED... .cecessccccevcccccecs Jean Servais 





(In French, with English Titles) 
Fair French film, well produced 
,and containing several excellent 


trast the gayer mood with the harsh 
dramatics in the latter portion. 
Film may be acceptable in the sure- 
seaters, but won't create much ex- 
citement. 

Exhibitors haven't much to attract 
patrons excepting the reputation of 
Marcel Pagnol as an author and di- 
rector. Producers have employed 
a down-to-earth yarn of the French 
peasantry, with the daughter of a 


| righteous farmer family going wrong 


and returning home with a fatherless 
child. It looks as though the cen- 
sor’s shears had been wielded on 
several scenes. which has not made 
for smooth continuity or plausible 
development. 

Of the cast, Jean Servais is effect- 
ive, while Orane Demazis makes a 
sincere, innocent country girl. Per- 
nandel, as the simpleton adopted son 
of the family, supplies some humor- 
ous moments. Pagnol’s direction is 
distinctive at times, but he is too 
tedious in telling his story. Musicat 
score by Vincent Scotto is a high- 

i Wear. 


Seiter’s ‘Date’ at U 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
William Seiter shifts to Universal, 
on loan from 20th-Fox, to direct 
‘It’s a Date,’ starring Deanna Durbin. 
Shooting staris at the completion 
of Miss Durbin’s ‘First Love,’ now 
in its final stages. 








LONG SHADOW 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Columbia's 15-chapter cliffhanger, 
‘The Shadew,’ rolled today (Tues.) 
with D. Ross Lederman and Norman 
Deming directing jointly. 
Victor Jory and Lorna Gray are 





toplined. 





A realignment in subjects for 
shorts is foreseen for the 1940-41 sea- 
son because of the distributors’ pol- 
icy during the coming season of not 
pushing the sale of the one and two- 
reelers as a prerequisite to getting a 
deal on features. 

Although exhib complaints persist 
that film salesmen are still making it 


OKLA. ALLIED TO TRY 
BUYING POOL AGAIN 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 5. 
The buying pool plan, temporarily 
Sheived last spring, will be revived 








Owners of Oklahoma convention 
here Sept. 26-27, Orville Von Gulker, 
head of the Allied organization, 
states, 

After being completely drafted, 
plan was set aside last spring due to 
lack of sufficient strength to put it 
over at that time. 


‘Tugboat’? at Warners 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
‘Tugboat Annie’ sails back into 
Hollywood, this time docking at 
Warners. Studio has acquired story 
rights from Metro and Norman 
Reilly Raine. 
Series will be shot under super- 








vision of Bryan Foy. 


No Forcing of Shorts Means 
Briefies Due for New Sales Ideas 


at the forthcoming Allied Theatre | 








appear wise to purchase shorts if 

favorable terms on the major por- 
| tion of a contract is desired, the 
| beefs have fallen off somewhat. 

Changes in the type of shorts is 
expected, Lou Diamond, in charge of 
production of the program-fillers for 
Paramount, avers, because producers 
under the new policy will know 
what exhibitors want and what they 
don’t want. 

‘Heretofore,’ he declared, ‘the 
shorts were sold in bulk with the 
features and we didn’t really know, 
| beyond a certain point, which were 
| really popular with exhibitors and 
| public. Now we'll be able to tell ac- 
curately by the sale of each short 
| which subjects please the greatest 
audience. I look forward to the new 
setup with interest.’ 

Par has cut the number of shorts 
it is producing this year from 102 to 
| 85. Other companies also have made 

reductions, principally Warners. WB 
will turn out 68 single-reelers and 18 
doubles, for a total of 86, as against 
| 108 single and 28 two-reelers, a total 
of 136, during the past season. 
| a 
Goldstone’s M-G Lift 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Richard Goldstone, shorts pro- 
ducer, was upped to chief aide to 
Jack Chertok, head of briefie pro- 
duction at Metro. 
New one-year contracts were also 
handed to Hugh Harman and Rudolf 











Ising, cartoon producers. 
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Thank You.... 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF 
THE PRESS.... 


WALTER WINCHELL, N. Y. Daily Mirror—... Ann Miller, 
the tap-dancing show-stopper in ‘Scandals’,’ 

ED SULLIVAN, N. Y. Daily News 
scored solidly ... She’s a cinch to get another crack at movies 
and a cinch to make good in her encore effort.’ 

BURNS MANTLE, N. Y. Daily News 
shapely dancer with a talent that is exceptional and a pictorial 
appeal beyond that of many of her tapping sisters.’ 
LOUIS SOBOL, N. Y. Journal and American 
were in the happier mood and generous in applause for the 
lithesome pulchritudinous Ann Miller.’ 

IBEE, Variety 


the Broadway boards in many seasons. 


“Ann Miller, the fi 


. is easily the show’s individual hit, house going for her in a 


’ 
way. 


DAMON RUNYON,N. Y. Daily Mirror 
and beautiful young ladies are coming from ‘exas lately. Miss 
She can dance : 
dancer in the business right out of a theatre.’ 
ROBERT COLEMAN, N. Y. Daily Mirror 


ihe greatest gal tapster to hit Broadway since I:leanor Powell. 


n Miller is both. 


Ann is terrific. She’s an eve to 


pel sonality that whirls with hurri ane iorce across the foot- 
lights.’ 


RICHARD LOCKRIDGE, N. Y. Sun—‘Ann Miller .. 


rtlessly ind stops the show. 


HELEN EAGER, Boston Traveler 
spe 
brilliant footwork seen on the stage 
having released her to the stage, probably will be clamoring 
to get her back.’ 
PEGGY DOYLE, Boston Evening American—‘The show’s 


standout is easily the lithe and lovely Ann Miller, a dancer.’ 


ctacular tap dancing... lovely t 


‘On the Alvin stage she 


.. Ann Miller, a 


Others 


7 


nest sin! lap dancer seen on 
Coast brunette beauty 


All the talented 


ilmost any other young lady 





.. Ann Miller, | 


nic, has loa ls of style and a 


. dances 


“Ann Miller. . 


»watch, 


. with some 
. displaying some 
the cmema theatre 





- ANN MILLER 


Currently featured in George White's 


Alvin, New York 


Thank You Mr. George White 
Management—WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


| “Scandals” 
| 


| 


BROOKS ATKINSON, N. Y. Times (Sunday)—‘In the case 
of Ann Miller... she is an immensely skillful tap dancer with 
a mind and legs of her own, and she is very pleasant company 
whenever she appears.’ 

GEORGE ROSS, N. Y. World-Telegram . Ann Miller of 
Hollywood, whose trim torso and nimble tapdancing stopped 
the show at one point and lifted it up at another.’ 


RICHARD MANSON, N. Y. Evening Post—‘Ann Miller... 


stops the show ... she has the talent, the figure and the assur- 
ance for big things.’ 
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BIG RKO RADIO SHOWS ARE 
PLAYING PREFERRED TIME, 
" HOLDOVERS, FROM PRE: RELEASE | 
TO SUBSEQUENT RUNS! _ 


BACHELOR MOTHER 


An absolute cleanup in the key spots ... Holdovers everywhere . . « 
Now sweeping the subsequent runs to unprecedented business! 


IN NAME ONLY 


Just opening in first runs from Coast to Coast—and every opening 
another smash prelude to big holdover business! 


FIFTH AVENUE GIRL 


Finishing its second sensational week at Radio City Music Hall... 
the third in a row in that charmed circle of $100,000 honeys! ... All 
set for the pre-release sweepstakes this month! 


ole chit! 


FOR SEVEN WEEKS DURING THIS HOTTEST 
OF SUMMERS RKO RADIO MUSIC HALL 
GROSSED WAY OVER HALF A MILLION 
ON THESE THREE SHOWS... AN AVERAGE 
THAT’S OF ALMOST $90,000 A WEEK! 


ARN EI 
The Kind We Mean When We Say BIG ONES from RKO RADIO! 
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FE P-Canadian’s 8 in Maritime: 


Theatre-Exchanges’ Staff Moves 


| 


St. John, N. B., Sept. 5 

With the recent opening of the 
new Vogue, Sydney, N. S., Famous 
Plavers enlarged its maritime prov- 
inces’ chain to eight houses, includ- 
ing the two largest filmeries in the 
territory. Before the establishment 
of the Vogue, as sister house of the 
Capitol in Sydney, F. P. had acquired 


the Orpheus and Oxford, both in 
Halifax. 
The Orpheus is one of the 


senior exhibiting entities in the mar- 
itimes, having been in operation 
about 30 years. The Oxford was 
opened several years ago. The Or- 
pheus had been a link in the RKO 
and Spencer chains, as well as oper- 
ated by four independent exhibitors 
at different times. 





Selig’s Berth 


Denver, Sept. 5. 

Robert W. Selig, former G-B dis- 
trict manager, and who successfully 
started the Hiawatha, Denver, on its 
way as a class American and foreign 
picture center, has been made ex- 
ploitation manager, a newly-created 
position, for the Fox Intermountain 
division. Charles Lowen, former as- 
sistant to Selig, goes back to the 
Hiawatha as manager. Other 
changes made by Rick Ricketson, 
division manager, include the mov- 
ing of Charles Morehead, formerly 
at Beatrice. Neb., to Fort Collins, 
Colo., as city manager, succeeding 
Llovd Boreing, who goes to Poca- 
tello, Idaho, as assistant manager. 
Otto Bartusch is moved from Lara- 
mie, Wyo., to Sterling, Colo., suc- 
ceeding Bob Penner, made city man- 
ager at Alliance, Neb. 

Rev. O. Martorell reopening his 
five-town portable circuit for the 
winter. The spots are Capulin, San 
Luis, San Pedro, Ft. Garland and 
Chama, all in Colorado. 

Church & Co. brokers, have bid 
in the Palace theatre when it was 
put up to satisfy paper they held. 
A dime grind, it was sold some 
months ago by Paul Hoppen, but he 
took it back a few weeks ago. C. A 
Muloch still manager. 

Robert Spawn, short booker for 
Gibralter Enterprises, has gone with 
Harry McDonald, who operates in 
Wyoming and Nebraska. McDonald 
building a new 550-seater at Mit- 
chell, Neb., to replace his present 
house. Hopes to be ready for Nov. 1 
opening. 

Tom Ward named assistant man- 
ager at State, and about the same 
time announces a baby boy at his 
home 

Sam Feinstein, who operates in 
Wyoming and Nebraska, was in a se- 
Tious auto accident in which he re- 
ceived severe cuts about the face, 
and other members of his party were 








placed in a hospital. Accident oc- 
curred near Lusk, Wyo., near his 
home. 

Ollie Wog, former salesman here, 
; SS a — ND 














Thank You... 
BROOKS ATKINSON 


For Your Swellegant Notice in 
THE NEW YORK TIMES 


TF 6 “Tt 6fg)6 Ben Blue of the’ | 
movies who introduces” the 
only commie business the 
‘Scandals’ affords. Light on 
his feet, gay, impish and in- 
nocent, he tosses in a bit of 
sardonic trucking that is up- 


roarious, A spontaneous pan- 


somethine fresh 
him, 
the one noie of real joy the 


let 


BEN BLUE 


Now Appearing 


tomimist in 


that suits he provides 


loose.’ 
aed 








Lem rent ‘Seandals’ 








GEORGE WHITE’S 
“SCANDALS” 




















EXPERIENCE 


A keynote in any successful persen’s 
scule—and a valuable asset in any 
oftice, A good all around secretary— 
familine with all branches of show- 
SiINness — and with several years’ 
Xperience in back of her. 


Box 82, Variety, New York 
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Wide Open Spaces 


Lincoln, Sept. 5. 

George O. Monroe, Colonial 
operator here, has played about 
200 westerns in the last two 
years. The open spaces finally 
got him. 

He bought a house this week 
to live in the outskirts of 
town. 








transferred from L. A. branch to the | 
Universal exchange here, succeeding | 
Carl Mock, moved to Indianapolis. 

Fred Flanagan has moved one of 
his portable equipments from Vona, 
Colo., to Seibert, Colo. Flanagan 
also operated at Stratton, Colo. 


Gammel Adds 2 


Buffalo, Sept. 5. 

Colonial and Columbia, east side 
nabes owned and operated by Joseph | 
Schuchert for the past 20 years, have 
been sold to Al Gammel. This makes 
five houses now comprising the local 
chain, 

Erection of a new theatre at Fre- 
donia, N. Y. 

The New Randolf, Randolf, N. Y., 
will be opened Sept. 9 by Keith & 
Garfield. 

The former Roxy, East Syracuse, 
remodeled and renamed the East, for 
reopening Labor Day by A. DiBello. | 

Edward Wise becomes manager of 
the new Dipson-Basil Bailey, 
side nabe formerly belonging 
Shea. 

The New Attica, at Attica, N. Y., 
built by Martina Bros., opens Sept. 1. 

Peter Dana, former Buftalo film 
executive and now Universal Kansas 
City manager, visiting Buffalo. 

Roy Haines, Warners’ eastern sales 
manager, in for local checkup. 


east | 
to 


Wis. Zone Moves 
Stratford, Wis., Sept. 5. 

Balzel & Zoetiner have opened 
the Stratford here, operating week- 
ends. | 

Ray A. Felt, stage manager at Or- 
pheum, Madison, named member of 
the city board of education there by 
Mayor James R. Law. Felt is biz! 
agent for the Madison local, IATSE. | 

Ben Van Korn named manager of 
Fox Paradise, West Allis, succeed- 
ing Buck Burnett, transferred to the 
circuit’s Riviera as manager. 

Plans announced for remodeling 
auditorium at Brillion into theatre. 

Nick Rajacic, former manager 
Peoples, Calumet, Mich., now at Fox 
Marinette, Marinette. Kenneth Zur- 
cher succeeds. 


Sues to Renew Lease 
Des Moines, Sept. 5. 
Operators of the Avalon, nabe, 
filed suit in district court against the 


| building owners to obtain renewal of 


a 


their lease on the property. The 
operators are E. M. Garbett, A. E. 
Thiele and Elias Garbett, Sr., and 


they have filed against E. W. Paiter- 
son and his wife, property owners. | 

In exercising an option contained 
in the present lease, which expires 
Sept. 30, the operators notified the 
property owners of their desire to 
renew the lease for an additional five 
years. The owners have refused to 
sign a renewal lease. 

The petitioners ask that the suit be 
tried before expiration of the pres- 
ent lease and that the building own- 
ers be enjoined by the court from 
bringing a law action. 


Johnson’s Move 


San Antonio. Sept. 5 
H. H. Johnson, formerly with RKO 


in Pecos, Tex., new manager of the 
Liberty, Rising Star, Tex 

Col. H. S. Cole building third 
house at Bonham, Tex., the Elite 
Already has the Grand and Best 
there. 


Newest Interstate house in Austin, 
Tex., opened there Friday (18), the | 


Austin: Francis Vickers, manager 


Paramount exchange in San 
tonio closed its doors Saturday 


An- 


(96) 


| and has been moved to Dallas 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


! 
} 


Oakland’s New One 
Oakland, Cal., Sept. 5. 
Opening of new first-run house, 
the Esquire, is outgrowth of dispute 
between Fox-West Coast and the 
Warners on bookings, since settled. 
Dave Richards, manager for sev- 
eral years of Orpheum, resigned to 
study law. Edgar Catley named to 
succeed. 
Clark Rader Adding 
Columbus. Sept. 3 


Clark Rader, owner of a_ small 
Ohio circuit, will build a 500-seat 
theatre in Eaton. 

Warners’ Majestic. Mans field, 


! . 
closed since July 1, reopened. Wayne 


Williams, former manager, continues. 
Horace Wersel will open a new 
theatre in New Solon in near future. 


Giles, K. C., Reopens 


Kansas City. Sept. 5 
Giles, 1,300-seat subsequent run 
opened. House is owned and oper- 


} 


, Callaham, 


| days, 


| strong 


|ated by John Wolfberg, Ken Baird 
|as manager. Theatre, formerly the 
| Mokan, and located just inside the 
Missouri-Kansas state line, has been 
closed during the summer for ex- 
tensive remodeling and renovating, 
and now goes under new label. 





j 


Haycock-Whittaker’s Lease 
Salt Lake City, Sept. 5. 

Barely out of their ’teens, Hal 
|Hayeock and Earl Whittaker, Salt 
| Lake City youths, signed a lease to 
|operate burg’s newest deluxe nabe, 
| Olympus, located at Holiday, swanky 
suburban district. Phil S. Guss, pres- 
ident of the Intermountain Theatre 
_ Supply Co., owns the house. 





Joe Cantor’s Chain of 5 
Indianapolis, Sept. 5. 
| Joe Cantor, ex-sales manager for 
United Artists, who went into the 
exhibiting end of the biz in 1936, 


has organized a new chain of five | 


nabes. Cantor has operated the 
Rivoli for three years, and adds to 


this holding under the present deal | 


the Emerson, Parker, Golden and 
Garrick, which he will rechristen 


the Esquire. 





Elite Adds One 
Operation of the Barclay, N. Y. 
indie house, has been taken over by 
the Bregman’s Elite Circuit. For- 
merly operated by Consolidated The- 


atres. New addition makes the Elite’s | 


fifth, the others being the Annex, 


| Greeley, Savoy and Chatham. 





Williams’ New Dixie 
Ashdown, Ark., Sept. 5. 
K. Lee Williams opened new 
Dixie here under the managership 
of Jewel Callaham, son of S. B. 
former owner of two 
Broken Bow theatres recently ac- 


‘quired by the Williams circuit. 





Orph, Dubuque, Reopens 
Dubuque, Ia., Sept. 5. 
Mort Singer’s Orpheum reopened 
Sept. 1 
showing ‘A’ pictures instead of duals 


as previously. Louis McComish | 
back as manager. With Orpheum’s 
‘A’ pictures, Avon takes on Or- 


pheum’s doubles policy. 


LINCOLN 








(Continued from page 11) 


week, ‘Oz’ (M-G), eight days, very 
nice $4,200. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
35) ‘Livingstone’ (20th). Mid-week 
opening and going nicely 
way. Looking for $4,000 
better than recent average. 
Last week, ‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U), 
tair $2,800 on femme trade. 

Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-20- 
25) ‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) and ‘12 


Crowded Hours’ (RKO). Surpris- 
ing start indicating $2,300. good. 
Last week, ‘Girls Paris’ (Col) and 


‘Outside Walls’ (Col), nice $2,100. 


este’ Big 66, 3 Days, 





Denver, ‘Name’ $10,000 


Denver, Sept. 5. 
the holiday was good, 
Geste’ at the Denham 

lines, beating ‘Union 
which was plenty strong. 
Film looks set for at least two weeks. 

‘In Name Only’ and ‘Four Feathers’ 
also solid. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40) 
‘Chips’ (M-G), after a week at each 


Biz 
with 


over 
‘Beau 
having 
Pacific,’ 


long 


the Orpheum and Aladdin. Fine 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Stanley’ (20th), 
after a week at the Denver, was 
strong at $4,000, and moved to the 
Rialto. 


Broadway (Fox) (1,024: 

‘Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘Rookie Cop’ 
(RKO), after a week at the Or- 
pheum. Very neat $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Oz’ (M-G) big $4,500, after 
a week at the Orpheum. 

Denham (Coekrill) 
40)—‘Star Maker’ (Par), four days 
after a week, and ‘Beau Geste’ (Par) 
three days. Mighty $12,000, about 
half of which can be credited to 
‘Geste.’ Last week, ‘Star Maker’ 
(Par) strong $11,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2.525; 25-35-40) 
‘Four Feathers’ (UA). Good $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Carnival’ (UA), aided by 
stage show, did a..big $12.- 
000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 

‘Name Only’ (RKO) and ‘Miracles 


, Sale’ (M-G). Healthy $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘Rookie 
Cop’ (RKO) nice $9,750 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Stole Million’ (U) and ‘Cowboy 
Quarterbeck’ (WB). Good enough 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Blondie Vaca- 


| tion’ (Col) and ‘Exile Express’ (GN) 


also $3,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40)—‘Stanley’ 
(20th), after a week at each the 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Forgot- 
ten Woman’ (U). Acceptable $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Each Dawn’ (WB), after 
a week at each the Denver and 
Aladdin. and ‘Inside Information’ 
U) did a nice $2,500. 


after summer layoff, now | 


all the | 
in eight | - 





— | 
25-35-40) | 


(1,750: 25-35-. 





WB Defense to Kuhn; 
That All the ‘Nazi Spy’ 


| 

| 

| 

| 

} 

Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., Milton 
Kerims 


| 


, Leon G. Turrou and John W. 
Wexley filed an affirmative answer 
in the N. Y. federal court yesterday 
| (Tues.) to the $5,000,000 libel action 


against them by Fritz Kuhn, as 
president of the German-American 
|Bund. Warners’ answer consisted of 
| denying certain of the charges of 
| Kuhn, and then launched an affirma- 
tive defense asserting that the story 
, and screen play of ‘Confessions of a 
Nazi Spy’ was based on two trials, 
one in N. Y. and one in the Panama 
|Canal Zone, in which certain persons 
ere convicted of espionage. 
Warners charged that the Bund is 
,;a German, not an American organ- 
| ization, and then taking the charges 
! 

! 


of the Bund one by one, they agreed 
with them, as to their presenting of 


these charges in the film, but assert ' 


, that since the charges are all true, 
/and since the purpose of the Bund 
is to destroy Americanism and do 
|away with the present government 
|of the U. S., they are entitled to a 
| dismissal of the libel action. A de- 
{mand for a jury trial was also filed. 
Warners also won a victor, in a 
| Similar action based on libel in the 
; same picture, when fiteral judge 


Samuel Mandelbaun vacated an ap- | 


_ plication by Katherine Moog to ex- 
; amine S. Charles Einfeld, Lya Lys 
| and Milton Krims before trial. 

| Warners will allow the three to 
| be examined after they have finished 
their examination of the plaintiff. 
Miss Moog, like Kuhn, claims libel 
| in the film, and she seeks $75,000 
; damages. 


St. Louis May Get ’39 





MPTOA Convention 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 5. 
| In a letter to Morris Loewenstein, 
|MPTOA secretary, Ed Kuykendall, 
| MPTOA president, has stated that it 
| will be impossible to hold the 1939 
annual convention of the MPTOA in 
San Francisco as previously planned, 


rs 


PAR VS. MINN. 


Stuf’s in the Record, INDIES OVER 


DUALS 


} Minneapolis, Sept. 5. 
| With the Minnesota Amus. Co. 
| (Paramount northwest circuit) and 
local independents locking horns 
!over the measure, the city council 
|ordinances committee has taken un- 
_der advisement a proposed ordinance 
;to kill double features by limiting 
ithe time of continuous film per- 
formances tov two hours and 15 min- 
utes. The action was taken by the 
| committee after L. B. Schwartz, 
|counsel for Northwest Allied, rep- 
resenting the independents, argued 
that passage of the ordinance comes 
|; within the city council’s authority 
under a city attorney’s opinion that 
it would be invalid unless it can be 
shown that it bears a reasonable re- 
lationship to the community’s health, 
comfort, welfare, safety and morals. 
| Schwartz cited medical opinions to 
‘the effect that double features im- 
pose eye strain and are injurious to 
children’s nervous systems.  Presi- 
dent W. A. Steffes, of Northwest Al- 
lied, predicting that ‘every Minne- 
|apolis theatre will be double-featur- 
ing within 30 days unless the ordi- 
nance is passed,’ asserted that twin 
| bills would affect the community’s 
morals adversely because’ there 
wouldn’t be enough ‘respectable pic- 
tures’ to go around and ‘exhibitors 
| would bring in all the vice, dope and 
,other objectionable films they could 
| get their hands on.’ 








Jersey Allied Watches Duals 

Double-featuring evil is to receive 
a thorough going-cver at the an- 
nual convention of New Jersey Al- 
lied which starts meeting today (6). 
Industry also is watching to see 
what happens in Minneapolis should 
a city ordinance against dualing go 
through. 
|due to multiplicity of labor troubles 
on the west coast at this time. 

Kuykendall informed Loewenstein 
| that if conditions permitted the 1940 
| or 1941 meet would be held in Frisco 
however. 
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Air-Conditioned 


Starts 
The 


Thursday 
Thrill that 


you've waited for Broadway 


Robert 


Glet Street 
Hedy 
TAYLOR LAMARR 


“LADY OF THE TROPICS” 


Last Times Today—Wizard of O7’ 





LOEW'S 















| Thursday 
‘They Shall 
Have Music’ 





Last Times Today 
“BEAU 


In Person 






GESTE”’ Kd Sullivan 
oa Harvest Moon 
On Stags Dancerg 

ED SULLIVAN ! Others 


Air-Conditioned 


Continuous from 10 a.m. 
Pop. ?rices, 25¢ te | p.m. 


Bway ond 451m Bt 1 ate Show 11:30 am Nightly 


Robert Donat in M-G-M's 


GOOUBYE MR. CHIPS 


with Greer Garson @ 4th MONTH 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
‘Uncensored’ new tag on ‘Scotland 
Yard’ at 20th-Fox. 
‘We Shall Meet Again’ final handle 
for ‘West of Frisco’ at Warners. 
Republic switched from ‘Headline 
News’ to ‘Sabotage.’ 


‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ release 
title for ‘Tin Hats’ at 20th-Fox. 

‘Patsy’ is new tag on ‘Looking 
After Sandy’ at Metro 
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“THE UNDER-PUP” 
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UNITED RIVOLI 
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Doors Open 9:30 A.M, 





Broadway 
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APRA, RWG Huddle in N. Y. Today 
(Wed.) on Jurisdictional Dispute 


+ 


Conference between representa- 
tives of the American Federation of 
Radio Artists and the Radio Writers 
Guild will be held at noon today 
(Wednesday) to try and settle the 
jurisdictional dispute involving air 
scripters. AFRA spokesmen will in- 
clude Mrs. Emily Holt, executive- 
secretary; George Heller, associate; 
Henry Jaffe, attorney, and I. B. 
K rnblum, Coast representative. 


RWG reps will be Kenneth Webb, 


president; Luise Sillcox, executive- | 


secretary, and Sidney Fleischer, at- 
torney. 





Coast Parley 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Local officials of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists have 
worked out a proposal for settle- 
ment of the differences with the 
Radio Writers Guild and have au- 
thorized I. B. Kornblum, AFRA rep- 
resentative, to submit the plan at 


huddles with Guild heads in New 
York this week. 
As broadly outlined, the idea 


would be for RWG to have complete 
jurisdiction over all writers in the 
four major production centers, New 
York, Los Angeles, San Francisco 
and Chicago, with AFRA represent- 
ing the field elsewhere. However, 
all persons who both write and per- 
form before the mike, even in the 
four major cities, would be required 
to have at least nominal membership 
in AFRA. 

Understood that was the general 
plan agreed to by AFRA and RWG 
reps in conferences here some 
months ago. 


PINNOCHIO’ AIR 
SCRAP LOOMS 


Two radio versions of Carlo Col- 
lodi’s ‘Pinocchio’ are due to be aired 
this fall. Sidney Strotz, NBC cen- 
tral division manager in Chicago, 
has been negotiating with Walt Dis- 
ney for exclusive television and ra- 














Heisch on Penner 


Glan Heisch has been hired by 
Sherman K. Ellis, Inc., to produce 
the Joe Penner show (CBS) for 
Ward Bread. Series will originate 
from Hollywood, 

Heisch was formerly on the pro- 
| duction staff of KFI-KECA, Los An- 
| geles. 
| 


‘Hornet’ Gets Ist Buzz 


Before Studio Mob As 
Plug for Ford Dealers 








Renew ‘Hobby Lobby’ 


‘Hobby Lobby’ has been renewed 
by General Foods in behalf of Sanka 
ecffee through Young & Rubicam 
and the show goes into its new spot 
| on CBS, Sundays, 5-5:30 p. m. 
| Oct. 1. ° 

Dave Elman, the program’s m.c., 
exercising a provision in his con- 
tract, approved the new period. 








Detroit, Sent. 5. 


























First visual broadcasts of WXYZ’s | 


—= 


~ He Looked Important 


Ad agency producers rehearsing a major show last week in a CBS 
studio noticed a stranger looking on intently from the control room. 
The agency boys occasionally gave the stranger a quick gander and 
exchanged quizzical glances between themselves, wondering what 





of going over and offering a stop-watch to the visitor. 

After the rehearsal was over, the agency men cordially approached 
the stranger and asked him what he thought of the show. 

‘Huh?,’ inquired the stranger, taken suddenly unawares by this at- 
tention. 

‘Why,’ queried the agency man, ‘aren’t you with the ————_—_ Co." 

‘Naw,’ replied the stranger. ‘I just delivered some sandwiches here 
and I thought I'd look on awhile.’ 


129 Stations Set for World Series: 
68 Are Mutual, 43 NBC, 11 CBS 


Winston in Alaska 


Fairbanks, Alaska, Sept. 5. 
KFAR, which resumes operations 
Oct. 1, has named Jack Winston, 
who had previously worked in Cali- 
fornia for NBC and on his own as 
a band leader, station manager. 

W. K. (Bud) Foster holds the title 
of assistant manager and sales di- 
rector, 


WKRC - MUTUAL 
TIEUP DUE 
SEPT. 24 


Cincinnati, Sept. 5. 














Of the 129 stations 
okayed the taking of the World 
Series broadcasts (Gillette Razor) 
from Mutual, 43 are affiliated with 
NBC and 11 are also on the CBS list, 
The exclusively Mutual stations in 
this lineup numbers 68, while seven 
are without any regular affiliation. 
Among those still on the fence are 
WBAL, Baltimore, and WLW, Cin- 
cinnati. 


that have 





CBS Stations 


WMT, Cedar Rapids; WKBW- 
WGR, Buffalo; WRVA, Richmond; 
WNBF, Binghamton; WCHS, Charles- 
ton; WMAZ, Macon; KTOK. Okla- 
homa City; WIBX, Utica: WNAX, 
Yankton; KGMB, Honolulu; KHBC, 


Hilo, H. I, 
NBC Affiliates 


WHK, Cleveland; KGA, Spokane; 
WSYR, Syracuse; WALA. Mobile, 
Ala.; KWK, St. Louis; KMA, Shen- 
andoah, Ja.; WIRE, Indianapolis; 
KSO, Des Moines; WABY, Albany; 
KOIL, Omaha; WFIL, Philadelphia; 
WICC, Bridgeport; WFEA, Manches- 
ter, N. H.; WLBZ, Bangor, Me.; 
WRDO, Augusta, Me.: WEAN, Provi- 
dence; WMPS, Memphis; WKBO, 














Lincoln-Zephyr placed on stage by | Times-Star and L. B. Wilson's WCKY 


WKRC, it’s reported, will join the | Harrisburg; KOB, Albuquerque; 


| Mutual network Sept. 24, when its | WJAX, Jacksonville: WSPD. Toledo; 


ownership switches from CBS to the Pada “one Sg ba bit sao se 
son, 1SS.;} soc, Charleston, S. C.e 


ag KTOK, Oklahoma City; WIOD, 
becomes Columbia’s Cincy outlet. fliers WFLA, Tampa: WSUN, St. 
Hulbert Taft, Jr., son of the paper's | petersburg, Fla.; KANS. Wichita; 


editor, will be manager of the sta- | KIDO, Boise, Idaho: KGBX. Spring- 





| mentioned several weeks ago, when 


tion. | field, Mo.; KOAM, Pittsburgh, Kans.; 
ow 3 liati ras first | KGHL, Billings, Mont.; WSGN, Bir- 

WKRC's Mutual affiliation was first \ainaham: WEME Sew Orleans: 

| KTBS, Shreveport, La.; KTHS, Hot 
| Springs, Ark.; KUTA, Salt Lake City; 
|KLO, Ogden, Utah; KGIR, Butte, 


Wilson announced his transfer from 
NBC to CBS and bef -e Columbia 
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tn AY OIE ae Bit age cme te Dalia nite 


dio rights. Deal is due to be signed! o¢ printed stationery. 
which | 


this week. | Another company about 

A rival program being marketed| RWG officials have received in- 
by Radio Attractions, Inc., of New} quiries is the Radio Writers Labora- 
York, headed by Herbert Ebenstein, | tory, in Lancaster, Pa. Officials have 
also is scheduled to break over aj| written the outfit, but haven't re- 





- 





Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Screen Guild Theatre announced 








Series of thirty-nine 15-minute epi-| eral other similar organizations are 
sodes already have been completed | also being contacted for information 
Sloman, former motion picture di-|on. Wherever possible, RWG _ in- 
rector, on the Coast. | tends persuading such outfits to dron 
} ; ; i+} 
in the | 2ny similarities ne 
public domain and | Authors League affiliate. 
that theory, Radio Attractions have | aig mange a 
and then added to it a new story 
created and adapted by Sloman. 
NBC IS | 
RTIS SERVICE <= writers and directors for '39-40 
|series for Good Gulf. 
sales promotion manager of the NBC others have asked to be used more 
Artists Service. He had been with than once to aid Motion Picture Re- 
fore he was assigned five years ago | — 
to set up a sales promotion depart- | 
hye ‘BR, Balto, Ties U 

bury did similar work for the sales | WF ? a to, 1eS p 
department. | 


number of radio stations this month. ceived any information as yet. 
for Radio Attractions by Edward of their setup, activities, aims and so 
‘Pinocchio’ is considered | any sim Se SD ee 
proceeding on | 
used the Collodi story in its entirety SCREEN GUILD SIGNS 
DE SALISBURY OUT OF 
Edward de Salisbury is out as| Robert Montgomery and _ several 
the organization for 10 years. Be-' lief Fund building campaign. 
ment in the artiSts bureau, de Salis- 
De Salisbury got the news on his 


return from a two-weeks’ vacation. 
No reason was given him for the 


move. 
| sive broadcasting rights to the his- 


Bond Splits Gambling ' | toric Preakness race at Pimlico, tied 
With General Mills up the event this week for a period 


of five more years. New deal also 
\ eats for airing other feature races 
of the track, including the Dixie and 
| Pimlico. 





Baltimore, Sept. 5. 








Bond Clothing Stores has bought | 
John Gambling’s ‘Gym _ Classes’ 
show on WOR, New York, for airing | 
three days per week for a straight | 
52 weeks beginning Sept. 18. Gen-)| 
eral Mills sponsors the same pro- 
gram_Tuesday, Thursday and Satur- | 7 
day and will continue, while Bond | although the American Oil Co., 
picks up the Monday, Wednesday through Joe Katz Ad Agency, has 
and Friday shows at 7:15 to 8 a.m.| had it exclusively in past. Some 
Set through Neff-Rogow, N. Y. | talk again of splitting sponsorship, 

Gambling’s show has been on WOR with Amoco taking the eastern coast 
daily for past 14 years. Bond re-| from Maine to Florida, and the rest 
cently bought a news spot on WOR of the country to be sold to another 
On Sunday afternoon, 12:45-1 p.m. , account, 


has previously fed the event to that 


Sev- | 


672 FOR GULF SERIES y._.. 1, 


signing of 672 stars, featured play- | 


Preakness for 5 Yrs. 


WFBR, which has had the exclu- | 


Station local outlet for NBC Red, | 


| web. No announcement yet of com- | 
| mercial sponsor for the Preakness, 


reached a sale agreement for WKRC 
with the T-S. Young Taft’s part in 
the radio set-up came to light over 
the weekend with notice that he is 


times daily throughout the 10 days of 
survey of the various writer ‘labora- | net.’ Latter hasn’t a sponsor at pres- 
similar information have been re-| Farm Reporter program over WXYZ. 
proposition for the purpose of han-| dled by Charles Livingstone, dra- 
tests and referring to various pro- they will actually leap into a sleek 
entirely settled, but the firm has in- 

Feud of long standing between 

| to depart from the Times-Star’s rep- 

only radio job at present is in| WKRC for the past year or so, and 


sm _ ‘Green Hornet’ mystery drama, aired 
twice weekly over indie hookup, are 
RWG L 0 0 K | ' emanating from the Ford building at 
90th annual Michigan State Fair here 
| this week. Entire cast, plus techni- 
cians from WXYZ, will take part. 
INTO WRITER presenting the drama five or six 
the fair, which opened Friday (1). 
é b J Because presentations are being 
SCHOOLS given under aegis of Ford dealers of 
Michigan, it’s reported that the fair 
stunt is the stépping off stone for Ford 
dealers of Michigan to start bankroll- 
Radio Writers Guild is making e@ | ing regular ether program of ‘Hor- 
| tories,’ ‘schools’ and ‘guilds’ which | ent over WXYZ’s Michigan network; 
| are offering an assortment of courses | Moreover, N. W. Ayer & Son’s local 
|in authorship to prospective radio | office, which set previous deal for 
scripters. Move is the result of a| Detroit Creamery sponsorship of 
number of inquiries made by RWG| ‘Hornet,’ likewise handles advertis- 
members who have been solicited by | ing for Ford dealers. Latter current- 
the outfits. Several requests for|ly are bankrolling a thrice-weekly 
ceived by VARILTY,. Stage in Ford building at state fair 
According to officials of the RWG, | has been transformed into an exact 
which is an affiliate of the Authors | replica of regular ether shows, with 
League of America, it does not con- | special control booth for engineers 
duct or sponsor any school, labora- | and technicians, Special scripts have 
tory or course in radio writing. Or- been prepared by author Fran 
ganization is strictly a membership | Striker and the exhibit will be han- 
dling business and trade problems. | matic chief at WXYZ, and his chief 
RWG has received inquiries from | assistant, Ted Robertson, who directs 
its members regarding an outfit | the ether program. 
called Radio Writers Guild & Syn- Everything will be just as in an 
dicate Service, of New York. Firm actual broadcast, except one thing. 
has been contacting RWG members| When ‘Hornet’ and Kato, his valet, 
by mail, announcing scripting con-| jump into their usual ‘buzzing’ car, 
| grams which are ‘soliciting’ scripts. | 
IRWG officials have written the Guild | Ford company. 
& Syndicate, which has office space | 
| with the Clarence A. Ryerson | 
agency, requesting that it discon- | A HO WA TS 
| tinue use of the Radio Writers Guild | HEDD PPER N 
| portion of its name.’ Matter is not ou ON N 'y CON RA T 
T BC CONTRAC 
| dicated it will make the change | 
when it exhausts its present supply Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Hedda Hopper and NBC Artists 
Service was brought to a head by 
columnist-actress-narrator with an- 
on gst that she would take |ertorial end by Oct. 1, although his 
egal action to terminate her man- future service was not named. 
agement contract. Network bureau | ‘ 
is holding her to pact, although her | Bill Schudt. general manager of 
‘Brenthouse,’ NBC sustainer. | Bill Williamson, sales manager of 
Miss Hopper charges that the art- | the station, are slated for other CBS 
ists bureau has done nothing to posts, as yet not disclosed. Assump- 
further her interests on the air. | tion among local broadcasters is that 
| She is scheduled to go commercial | Schudt will move to St. Louis and 
for Sunkist Oranges starting late in| Williamson to Radio Sales’ Chicago 
October on a CBS hookup. | division, 





| gram and technical staff is expected 
| to be retained by the newspaper 
management, 


pkins Join 
Carl Wester in Chi 


Chicago, Sept. 5 

Carl Wester, program agency, has 
added Owen Vinson and wife, Paul- 
ine Hopkins, to staff. Vinson, who 
was formerly program director for 
WLW, Cincinnati, will produce 
“Woman in White’ and ‘Road of Life.’ 

Pauline Hopkins, who is authoring 
Procter & Gamble’ (NBC) ‘Mid- 
stream,’ will collaborate with Irma | 
Phillips on strip shows. 


Ross Mulholland, an announcer on 
the station for the past year, left Fri- 
day (1) to join WXYZ, Detroit. Law- 
rence Trexler, newscaster, during the 
past couple of years with WCPO, 
Scripps-Howard Cincy link, last 
week joined WKRC for a temporary 
spell, 


AFRA NIXES WNEW’S 
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WCPO, Cincy, Moves Up 
Smith, Carlon, McCarthy | 


Cincinnati, Sept. 5. 

WCPO executive appointments, 
made effective today (5) by Morti- | 
mer C. Watters, general manager, 
| include: 
| John P. Smith, commercial man- 
;ager and second in charge of the 
station; Andre Carlon, program di- 
rector; Tom McCarthy, news editor. 
All have been with the Scripps- 
| Howard Cincy outlet for some time. | 


Fane Jottick Ups Net 


| ‘Enna Jettick Melodies,’ Sunday 
show on NBC-WEAF network, 
which started with 83 stations, has| set Friday (1) to continue with it 
increased to 91 stations. | until it leaves the air with the Sept. 
Nan Dorland is Rosamond Ames, | 28 broadcast. 
the fashion expert who comments| Warbler doubles from ‘Streets of 
j} each week on the show. | Paris,’ Broadhurst, N. Y. 


WNEW, New York, program idea, 
which was to have aired cast, music, 
etc., of Broadway shows when they 
hit the century mark in perform- 
ances, was nixed last week by Amer- 
ican Federation of Radio Artists. 
Union insisted that any actors be- 
ing used as WNEW intended to use 
them would have to become AFRA 
| members, It okayed interviews, 
however. 





week with the 100th performance of 
‘Streets of Paris.’ 
MIRANDA’S TERMER 
Carmen Miranda, who has been 
on the Rudy Vallee Standard Brands 
show for the past eight weeks, was 








Most of the present WKRC pro- | 


B’'WAY SHOW IDEA 


Program was to have started next | 


| Mont.;: WEBC, Duluth; KTAR, Phoe- 
|nix, Ariz.; KVOA, Tucson, Ariz. 
Mutual Exclusively 

WOR, Newark: WGN, Chicago: 
CKLW, Detroit-Windsor; KHJ, Los 
| Angeles; KDB, Santa Barbara: KGB, 
San Diego; KXO, E!] Centro: KVOE, 
Santa Ana; KFXM, San Bernardino; 
KPMC, Bakersfield: KDON, Monte- 
rey, Cal.; KVEC, San Luis Obispo; 
KTKC, Visalia, Cal.; KYOS, Merced, 
Cal.; KFRC, San Francisco; KQW, 
San Jose, Cal.; KIEM, Eureka, Cal.; 
i KHSL, Chico, Cal.: KVCV, Redding, 
Cal.; KOOS, Marshfield, Ore.; KRNR, 
Roseburg, Ore.; KORE, Eugene, Ore.; 
KSLM, Salem, Ore.; KALE, Portland, 


|Ore; KMO, Tacoma, Wash.; KOL, 
Seattle, Wash.; KELA, Centralia, 
|Wash.; KGY, Olympia, Wash.; 
|KRKO, Everett, Wash. KXRO, 


| Aberdeen, Wash.; KVOS, Bellingham, 
Wash.; KPQ, Wenatchee, Wash.; KIT, 
Yakima, Wash.; KWLK, Loneview, 


Wash.; WOL, Washington: WBAX, 
| Wilkes-Barre; WHB, Kansas City; 
KFEL, Denver; KFKA, Greeley, 
Colo.. WHKC, Columbus: KFOR, 
Lincoln; WDGY, Minneapolis; 
WHBF, Rock Island: WTHT, Hart- 
ford; WATR, Waterbury; WSPR, 


Springfield; WAAB, Boston: WLNH, 
Laconia, N. H.: WNLC. New London; 
WLLH, Lowell; WSAR. Fall River; 
WNBH. New Bedford; WHAI. Green- 
field, Mass.: WCOU. Lewiston, Me.; 
WBRK, Pittsfield: WSYB. Rutland; 
WGRC. Louisville; WLAP, Lexinge- 
ton; WSIX, Nashville: WAIR, Wine 
|ston-Salem, N. C.: WRAL. Raleigh; 
| WSOC, Charlotte, N. C.; WCMI. Ash- 
'land, Ky.; KADA, Ada, Okla.; KCRC, 
Enid, Okla.;: KOME. Tulsa: KBIX, 
| Muskogee, Okla.; KGFF, Shawnee, 
Okla. 


No Network Affiliation 
WSAY, Rochester; KQV, Pitts- 
burgh; WHJB, Greenburg.  Pa.; 
KABR, Aberdeen, S. D.: WAPO, 
Chattanooga; WBLK, Clarksburg, W. 

Va.; KMMJ, Clay Center, Neb. 


eee 





Monroe Vice Witten 
With Buchanan Co. 


Paul Monroe has repiaced Louis A. 
Witten as radio director of the Bu- 
chanan Co. Witten had been with 
| this agency and its predecessor, 
| Hanff-Metzger, for eight years. 
| Monroe’s previous connections in- 
clude CBS and Transamerican Broud- 
i casting & Television Corp. 
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Chain Income from Time Sales 





NBC 














1939 1938 1937 1936 
JRAUBTF cocecse eevee $4,033,900 $3,793,516 $3,541,999 $2,681,815 
February ....-cceccse 3,148,695 3,498,053 3,295,782 2,714,300 
SO ere err ee eee 4,170,852 3,806,831 3,614,283 3,037,883 
Aer) cic tsviscincice eee 3,310,505 3,277,837 2,741,928 
BEAT saa near vees coe 3,702,102 3,414,200 3,214,819 2,561,720 
PE scat warn care as .. 3,382,404 3,200,569 3,003,287 2,323,456 
 vegincaqawes coe 68,208,500 2,958,710 2,707,450 2,429,983 
Arsust ..iscsecccece BUR B70 2,941,099 2,784,977 2,422,431 
Total ........+0++-$29,195,062 $26,923,483 $25,440,434 $20,913,516 
CBS 
1939 1938 1937 1936 
January .. $2,674,057 $2,879,945 $2,378,620 $1,901,023 
February ........ «e «62,541,542 2,680,334 2,264,317 1,909,146 
ee eee ese 2,925,684 3,034,317 2,559,716 1,172,382 
eee me 2,424,180 2,563,478 1,950,939 
es hdc dw eee eeee 3,097,484 2,442,283 2,560,558 1,749,517 
WD: ace esiees rrerTae 2,121,495 2,476,567 1,502,763 
PO 34éachadernes oe 2,011,953 1,367,357 1,988,412 1,292,775 
ae coe =a ole 1,423,865 1,955,280 1,232,588 
Total ......+++00¢-$21,602,302 $18,373,776 $18,746,948 $12,711,133 
MUTUAL 
1939 1938 1937 

pS 5 eee seecoce SeaCire $269,894 $213,748 

WOMCUNET g4\0 80s cesanens . 76,605 253,250 231,286 

|, ere eee eee 206,976 232,877 247,421 

ps Por errs Fee eee . 262,626 189,545 200,134 

ee reer ere . 234,764 194,201 154,633 

eM iad Vive oa ee Bh eee a . 228,186 202,412 117,388 

OUaN Sseue were Te eee . 216,583 167,108 101,457 

POUES © 4000 650000008045 . 205,410 164,626 96,629 

Total Coesceonsesesoes $2,046,228 $1,673 913 $1, 362,696 


CBS Aug. Billings 647, Over 38 





NBC Ahead 12.6%, Mutual 24.7%, 


Columbia’s time billings last month | 


+ 
| 
| 


| 


took a jump of 64% as compared 
with August, 1938. The increase for | 
NBC was 12.6%, while Mutual 
showed a tilt of 24.7%. CBS’ gross 
for the past month was $2,337,376. 
NBC got $3,312,570 and Mutual, $205,- | 
410. 


Comparison of the accumulated | 
billings for the first eight months of | 
this year with those of the like pe- 
riod of °38 shows CBS up by 17% 
NBC’s margin is 8.4%, while Mutual 
is ahead 22.2: 

In August of last y 


1 4 2° 3 oe aera 
86! 5, and AY DU 


NAB NIXES FREE 


yea r CBS grossed 


$2,9 41 990 
» Pe ,o81,VIT 





EXTEND WRIGLEY-RKO 


| Chicago 





Ackerman East 


---— 


Holly ened Sept. 5. | 


Harry Ackerman has been trans- 
ferred east by Young & Rubicam to 
produce the Kate Smith program. | 

While here he handled Al Pearce 
and Gulf-Screen Guild shows 


cc 


TIEUP ON LASKY SHOW, 


' thing pr esent 


Decision was reached yesterday in 
at conference of Wrigley 


| . ~ . 
| and CBS execs to continue the affili- 
| ation with RKO on new Gateway to 


| Hollywood 
| program 


RKO PIC PLUGS 


Washington, Sept. 5. 
Relations between films and radio 
were last week 
of Broad- 


strained further 


when the National Assn. 


| tracts. 


! studio’s ‘Career’ 


casters indirectly cautioned members | 


to reject 
agency 
ture, 


free time proposal of 
promoting a new RKO pic- 
At the same time, curse was 
put on proposition offered stations 
by Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
Circus 

Asserted time chiseling was re- 
vealed through publication of cor- 
respondence in which Samuel J. 


Henry, Jr., new NAB advertising bu- | 


reau head, advised James Allen, ra- 


dio director of Towne & Baker Pro- | 
| attended 


ductions, that broadcasters are grate- 
ful for film industry’ s recognition of 
the value of air advertising and hope 
the picture people will soon begin 
paying for time, instead of asking for 
Sratis ballyhoo. Sarcasm was pro- 


voked by attempt to get stations to | 


use recorded program 


‘Swiss Family Robinson.’ 

The knife-throwing at the circus 
was’ done through circulation of a 
letter by Arthur L. Bright, v .p. of 
KFPY, Spokane, who tartly told 
Ringling- Barnum-Bailey heads that 
broadcasters don’t relish being vic- 
tims of discrimination, Whenever 
outdoor shows come to town, 
jibed, they buy 


newspaper space but 
\ 0k for cl 


larity from radio. 


plugging | 


series. Format of the 
remains unchanged and 
scouts for Jesse Lasky will beat the 
bush for talent to be used on the air- 
show in competition for RKO con- 
Surviving boy and girl of 
13-week elimination process are to 
be featured in a picture, similar to 
and ‘Three Sons.’ 

Deal had been in negotiation to tie 
up with Warners this fall. 


Hill Blackett in Chi 
On Repub. Campaign 


Hill Blackett, of BI 
Hummert, met with a group of radio 
reps in Chicago the middle of last 
week to formulate plans for the Re- 
publican presidential campaign for 
next year, 

Among 





ickett 


-Sample- 


others, the meeting was 
by John Henry, formerly 
g.m. of Central States Broadcasting 
System and now with the Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, Nonpareil, news sheet. 





Blackouts for Texaco 


H sly weed, Sept. 5. 
Texaco will borrow a stage trick, 
blackouts, for the comedy section 
of next season’s program from 
here. 
Producer Ed Gardner is audition- 


j ing all available comics and scruti- 


Bright | 


nizing 
sides over 


petrol 


material. Ken Murray pre- 
the local half of the hour 
show. 


me 


MARKETING 
READJUST MENT 


Gruen Calls Off Important | 


Time Signal Deals—Ford | 
Dealers Shelve High- 
Budget Campaign—Boom | 


Times Expected, However, 
Following Initial Uncer- | 


tainty 


714-18 COMPARISONS 





Business of commercial broadcast- 
ing is expected by agency circles t9 
be unfavorably affected by the Eu- 
ropean war. 
agency men see it, is a brief period 
of uncertainty and confusion, as 
many manufacturers seek to read- 
just their marketing situation. After 
that, it is predicted, there will be 
an industrial boom, with advertising 
participating in the fruits. 

Where agencies anticipate the first 
reaction is in spot broadcasting, 
where the commitments aren't, as a 
rule, anything as long-ranged as 
those in network broadcasting. Sam- 


The prospect, as some | 


WAR WORRIES U.S. RADIO BI 











7 
| 
| 
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New NBC Curiosity 


| NBC news room has been 
| added as part of the network’s 





guided tour through its plant in 
the RCA building. The rubber- 
neckers can now look through 
the glass surrounding the room 
and watch the staff ripping the 
sheets from teletype machines, 
editing the material and passing 
it on to newscasters and com- 
mentators. 

The payee herds had for days 
been asking the guides about the 
latest broadcast reports on the 
European situation, until the 
network decided to include the 
newsroom in the tour. 











ROBINSON CHIEF 


TALENT BUYER 
FOR Y. &R. 





ple of this became evident to the | 


(1), 
some important 
Gruen 
product from 
wants to make 
from 
before 


trade last Friday 
ealled off 
time signal deals. 
the works for its 
Switzerland and it 
| wre that its materials 
source won't be curtailed 
undertakes any further 
tions. Another case in point was the 
shelving of a big-money snot cam- 
| paign by a group of Ford dealers. 
| Droppaition was all set when word 
came through Friday that the Euro- 
pean turmoil made it advisable to 
call it off temporarily. (On the other 
hand, reports are current that some 
auto makers will prefer spot broad- 
casting because of its flexibility.) 
Nets Hopeful 

The networks, with fingers 
crossed, are hoping that their 
tomers who are dependent on Euro- 
oean materials will be able to get 
adjusted quickly so that they won't 
find it necessary to exercise cancel- 
lation privileges, which usually 
come four weeks before the end of 
each 13-week cycle. About the only 


advertisers 
GVOCrusersS 


it 


CuS- 


Vilasipg PICSCML ARVO Sess Ure esi chan 


are worrying about is the tough go- 
ing mail offers in either network or 
spot programs are bound to get dur- 


ing the constant interlarding of the 
schedules with war reports. The 
mail offer angle accounts for a con- 


siderable portion of radio business, 
and the advertisers feel that the tur- 
moil and intense excitement deriv- 
ing from such war broadcasts aren’t 
conducive for a proper psychologi- 
cal frame of mind as far as mail of- 
fers are concerned. 


American agencies with branch 
offices in London and Paris expect to 
feel the effects of the war imme- 
diately, particularly where the latte: 
have been actively engaged in plac- 
| ing programs with such outlets as 
Radio Luxembourg and Radio Nor- 


these 
rench 


Fear is 
quarters 


mandy. 
agency 


expressed in 
that the F 


government will, because of the 
war, deprive Radio Normandy 
of its commercial privileges, but it 
is hoped that express and mail 
transmission between London and 


Luxembourg won't become so diffi- 
cult as to discourage continued use 


of that super-watter. Agencies that 
have been active on these outlets 
are J. Walter Thompson, Erwin, 


Wasey & Co., and Lord & Thomas. 
World War Comparison 


Interesting though academic. in- 
sight into the affect that the present 
European conflict might have on 
| American advertising perhaps can 
be deduced from the Media Record 
|figures for the First World War 
years. There was little difference 
between 1913 and 1914, but as soon 


|as war munitions and supplies money 


, started to come in, 


the United States 
had a business boom, with advertis- 


ing also going up. On the other 
hand, after the United States had 
(Continued on page 32) 
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Hubbell 
production 


formerly 
has 
named chief talent buyer for Young 
| & Rubicam. Under the agency’s ra- 
dio department setup for the 1939-40 
' season as set up by Tom Harrington, 
| No. 
Lewis, as manager, will have charge 
of all program production, 


Robinson, Jr., 


supervisor, been 


that | 


dividing 


his time between New York and 
Hollywood. 
Adrian Samish, Bob Welch, Jack 


Van Nostrand and Carol Irwin have 


been designated production super- 
visors and they will report to Lewis. 
Van Nostrand will head West Coast 
organizations, while Mrs. Irwin will 


| supervise the daytime programs. 


Robinson will be assisted in New 
York by Tom Everitt and Harmon 
Nelson and on the west coast by 


Joe Stauffer, manager of the agency’s 
Hollywood branch office. Terry 
Lewis will continue as story editor 
in charge of scripts and writers, and 
Fred Wile, Jr., carries the title of 
assistant to the radio director. 


HENRY, R, TOPS NAB 
BUREAU OF ADVERTISING 


Washington, Sept. 5. 

Samuel J. Henry, Jr., former 
motion World 

of the 


advertising 


pro- 
Broad- 
NAB 


created 


manager for 
takes charge 
of radio 


everal m« 


casting, 
bureau 


e 


ynths ago to promote tl 


broadcasting industry in competitior 


with other media. Went to work 
last week. 

3efore joining the trade body, 
Henry, a Brown U. graduate, worked 
on the Washington Herald, wrote 
copy for Cecil, Warwick & Cecil 
agency, sold time for CBS and was 


a ki ocal newspaperman, 


NBC Moves Blue Net 
Affiliate Confab to Chi 


Meeting which NBC was to hold 
in New York last Tuesday (29) with 
its blue network affili ates has been 


put off to Sept. 12, 
spot. 

Web figured that since these same 
station men were slated to attend the 
special convention of the National 
Association of Broadcasters in Chi- 
cago in Sept. they could be saved 
the expense of making a trip to 


York 


h Chicago the 


Ni Ww 


+ 
4 


| They 


WIR, Det., Bans Anti-Coughlin Talk: 
Also Miffs Gov. Dickinson of Mich. 





Detroit, Sept. 5. 

Flock of accusations and censor- 
ship split the ozone here last week, 
with WJR on one side each time. 
involved an_ anti- Coughlin 
speech and Gov. Dickinson’s message 
on evils of dancing. 

First of all was WJR’s-cancellation 
of an anti-Coughlin speech, sched- 
uled to be given Wednesday (30) by 
Rev. Walton E. Cole, minister of the 


| Unitarian Church, Toledo, and spon- 


| founded in 1908. 


sored as first of series by the Uni- 
tarian Fellowship for Social Justice, 
WJR officials an- 
nounced only that the talk contained 
‘an attack on Father Coughlin’ and 


| it ‘is entirely out of accord with pol- 
| icies of WJR.’ 


Despite the short notice, the Rev. 
Cole gave his talk on schedule, over 
CKLW and an indie hookup, blasting 
Coughlin’s ‘pro-Nazi’ sermons. Later 
in week he sent a protest to the FCC 
asking commish to have ‘WJR give 
equal opportunity for tne expressron 


| of both sides of controversial ques- 
| tions, or that its license be revoked.’ 


| Coughlin’s 


1 man of the department, Tom | 


WJR is originating station for Father 
regular Sunday afternoon 
speeches aired over indie hookup of 
about 60 stations. 

Rev. Cole declared that WJR offi- 
cials previously had objected to 
broadcasting an anatysis by Rev. 
Cole of the controversial issues 
raised by Father Coughlin. ‘How- 
ever,’ it was said, ‘the manuscript 
was approved a week ago as to libel 
by William A. Alfs, WJR attorney, 
but the fellowship was advised last 
Tuesday (29) that Rev. Cole would 
not be permitted to give the speech.’ 

Gov. Dickinson Burns 

In the Dickinson case, a mysterious 
someone blue-penciled the governor’s 
proposed speech Sunday (3) on the 
evils of modern dancing, and stirred 
up a tempest all over Michigan news- 
papers. Dickinson, who’s been wag- 
ing a war against everything from 
liquor to shorts on boy scouts, 


‘promptly became indignant when he 


| to-cheek hoofing 


noted deletions of some of his frank 
talk on the sensual perils of cheek- 
under soft lights 
and jive music. Cancelled proposed 
scheduled under aegis of Wes- 
ley Radio League, and announced in- 
stead he’d give complete text to 
newspapers 

WJR 
word 
agency 


talk, 


ials dented altering a 
in speech; so did <Armrcasters 
and the League. As result 
of a little war over ‘whodunit,’ WJR 
announced later in week that it 


would carry governor’s talk verbatim 


ec 
ULIIC 





as scheduled. 
Rev. Cole on WEVD, N. Y. 
Rev. Walter E. Cole, minister of 


the Unitarian Church of Toledo, ob- 
tained time from WEVD, N. Y., for 
the delivery of a similar talk attack- 
ing Father Charles E. Coughlin for 
his ‘race hate propaganda’ last Satur- 
day night (2) 

The Unitarian clergyman made no 
mention in his broadcast of his diffi- 
WJR, Detroit 


ATLANTIC T0 AIR 
19] GRID GAMES 


culties with 


Philadelphia, Sept. 5. 


The Atlantic Refining Co- will 
ponsor the broadcasts of 19t foot- 
ball games over 74 radio stations, 


airings. 
the complete 


setting a record for grid 
The program includes 


home schedules of 27 colleges along 
the Atlantic coast from Massachu- 
setts to Florida and as far west as 
Columbus, Ohio. The games will be 
iired by 58 experienced sports gab- 
bers. 

Hizhlighting the program will be 
the Penn-Navy and Penn-Cornell 
sames: the Pitt-Carnegte tussle; 
Army-Yale, Duke-North Carolina, 
Florida-Georgia Tech, California- 
Georgia Tech, and Boston College- 
Holy C 
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Neutrality Impossible? 





Network executives 
their organizations may have made 


declared Monday 


(4) that whatever resolves 
to maintain neutrality in the talks 


of their domestic commentators, both commercial and sustaining, were 
seriously undermined by the torpedoing of the steamship Athenia off 


Scotland Sunday (3). 


The reactions and sentiments of the public, these 


execs pointed out, are bound to be reflected in the work of the com- 
mentators, regardless of their underlying attempts at objectivity. 


As the networks see it, they have 


ticklish dilemma. 


sition of strict neutrality over 


With opinion what it is in this country, 
its facilities 


never been faced with a more 
the impo- 
would not only be going 


against the public grain, but subject the networks to severe backfire, 
with the word censorship proving but a mild term in the a 
The networks on the other hand feel that it is their duty to stem th 
spread of mob hatred and prevent being used to cement public acs 
toward America’s entry into the European conflict. 


Dorothy Thompson Cut Off 


KWK, 
Dorothy Thompson Thursday (31) 


St. Louis, Sept. 5. 


local affiliate of the NBC-blue, cut off the broadcast of 


in the midst of her discussion of 


Chancellor Hitler’s address to the Reichstag. The station took her off 
the air just after she had charged Hitler with thinking only of his own 


prestige and not the horror 

general European conflict. 
Robert Convey, 

even an implication of censorshin. 


head of KWK, denied that the station’s 


that might be caused his people by a 


action had 
He said that it was KWK’s ‘belief 


that Miss Thompson was expressing some personal opinions’ and that 


it ‘does not seem, in view 
fairs, 
interest.’ 


of the present tension in international af- 
that anything but repertorial matter would be in the public 








Mitchell, “The Answer Man,’ Gets 
Some Queries He'd Like Answered 


Al Mitchell, ‘The Answer Man’ on 
WOR, Newark (Provident Loan Co.), 
has compiled another list of screw- 
ball questions received, indicative of 
the expanse of radio’s lunatic fringe. 


Is Dixie Lee Crosby a blonde or a 
dark brunet ?.In many movie maga- 
zines her hair is very dark. If she 
is a blonde is her hair real blonde 
or is it bleached? 

What do dreamy eyes look like? 

tanding on the boardwalk in 
Coney Island it looks like trees and 
mountains are over there Please 
state whether it is true. 

Will you please tell me is there 
anything as an open enemy? 

How many bald-headed women 
are there in this country that wear 
wigs? 

Will the flower of a potato plant 
produce tomatoes? 

How many famous Hollywood 
stars have to wear glasses? 

I am interested in zoology. Please 
tell me if skunks make their female 
helpers work for them and if this is 
intelligence or natural instinct? 

Was the horse that Paul Revere 
rode when he went on his famous 
ride to warn the Minute Men a male 
or a female? 

If a resident of New York, N. Y., 
has triplets born to them does the 

city, state or government award 
them anything? 

How many baseball players are in 
the major leagues today that do 
not speak English? 

Can you be married before geiiing 
engaged? 

Can anyone be buried at sea and 
if so, what is the cost and how would 
one go about arranging for a sea 
burial? 

What is the difference in tonnage 
between morning and night sweep- 
ings in the subway stations? 

How many hot dogs are sold in 
the bar and grill on the south side 
of 42nd street just off 7th avenue? 

Does the mandrake, a plant, 
scream when it is pulled? 

Has the silver dollar that Wash- 
ington threw across the Rappahan- 
nock ever been found? 

How did money come? 

Is it true that warts come from 
frogs? 

Is it true that in some parts of 
Massachusetts you are not allowed 
to walk in the street with your shoes 
untied? 

Is Mars the moon? 

Is it really true that there is a 
‘star’ in the sky made by the Edison 
Company? 

My friend says a wasp stings with 
its mouth. I say its stinger is on 
the back. Which is correct? 

What size shoes, stockings, dresses, 
hats, coats, gloves and skirts does 
Sonja Henie wear? 

Which state has the most jitter- 
bugs, and which two are second and 
third? 


I hope to become a singer and my 


name is too short for my voice. I 
mean I would like my name to have 
a touch of Italian in it to fit my 
coloratura soprano voice. I have 
chosen Azucena Gatti-Cazezza for 
my operatic name. I know that 
Gatti-Cazazza was once manager of 


the Metropolitan Opera Co. Is it 


legal (can he sue me) for me to 
use his name? 


Please teli me if I can get into the 


U. S. Navy if I have a tattoo on my | 


arm? 

I am a high school graduate. 
Throughout high school I have de- 
bates with all my science teachers. 
Many people have different ideas. 
Will you please give me the correct 
answer and the reason for your 
statement? 

Who was the first Chinaman and 
where was he born? 

I have a chicken 
which 
I would like to know if you could 
inform me as to who I could con- 
tact to see if it has any monetary 
value? 

Just a few lines to a friend who 
I have not seen personally, asking 
you in the name of the Lord for a 
favor. Please answer 


gizzard from 


poor condition. I haven’t any work 
at the present time. I have seven 
children. Will you kindly in the 


name of Our Lord send to me the| 


numbers that will come out Thurs- 
day, Friday and Saturday? 
be a God-sent blessing to me. 
is between you and me and God. 

Does Hitler sleep in pajamas, 
night shirt or nothing? 





WAR NEWS UPS 
OKLA. CITY BIZ 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 5. 
Sales staffs have noticed a pick-up 
in spot announcement 
around the 
Practically 
broadcast 
has been 


business 
war news broadcasts. 
every established news 
period on state stations 
sold and sponsors are 
crowding opportunities for spots 
around these times. Result—busi- 
ness is good, 

However, continuity 
only in a few scattered 
tied-in on war news. Policies of 
stations have been to relay news 
only and keep war fever at a mini- 
mum. A few larger stations have 
aired important personages as com- 
mentators on the situation, among 
them WKY here, which has been 
airing daily evening summaries and 
analysis of what’s going on behind 
the scenes by Walter M. Harrison, 
managing editor of the Oklahoma 
City Times and Daily Oklahoman, 
who recently did an Associated 
Press trick in Europe to acquire 
background experience. 


staffs have 


instances 





Bandwagon on Coast 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Fitch Bandwagon will pick up) 
four bands here for Coast origina- | 
tion of the program. 
Skinnay Ennis leads off Sept. 10, 
followed by Harry Sosnik, Jimmy 
Grier and Phil Harris, 


a chicken head has grown. | 


at once and | 
don’t turn me down, as I am in a/! 


Wednesday, September 6, 1939 











THE DOUGH RISES 





'Occident Flour Co. Increases Its 
| Radio Appropriation 

socials 

Chicago, Sept. 5. 

| Occident Flour Company of Min- 
neapolis is spreading its radio ap- 


| propriation for this season, following | 


a click with announcements last year 
‘on a flock of small stations. 
| This year it is upping to the more 
powerful outlets, including WCCO, 
Minneapolis, and WHO, Des Moines, 
;on which the flour firm will use a 
| once- -weekly show under 
‘Kitchen Quiz.’ It also puts a 15- 
| minute, three-a-week 
| WNAX, Yankton, S. D. Latter show 
is labeled ‘Royal Vikings,’ an _ in- 
| formal musical program. 





RADIO BRITONS 
ONLY DIVERSION 


} 
| 





| London, Sept. 5. 
With theatres and every other 
form of amusement enterprise dark, 
the British Broadcasting Corp. has 
‘assumed the gigantic job of provid- 
‘ing the United Kingdom's 
| version. 

Even before hostilities were actu- 
| atty declared on Sunday morning, 
the BBC began its task. It scrapped 


its existing program plans on Fri- | 
| day (1) night and emergency sched- | 
into effect. | 
broadcasts | 
by continuous | 


lules immediately went 
They constituted news 
every hour, linked 
programs of light music and talks, 
either on regular discs or special re- 
cordings. 

While the programs of the 
two days were not conspicuously 
successful, routine has now been ad- 
justed to provide real entertainment. 
Orchestras, organists and other en- 
tertainers are being mobilized for 
studio broadcasts. Yesterday (Mon- 
day) a special issue of Radio Times 
carried a complete new program log 
for the forthcoming week, running 
from 7 a.m. until past midnight each 
day. 

All BBC transmitters, except the 
Scottish and North Regional stations, 


were closed down Friday night and | 


national coverage was maintained 
by these two only. Other nationai 
transmitters were being employed 
for Government work, including | 
propaganda to Germany. 





Live Talent, Production 
Spurt in 1 Richmond, Va. 


| 
| 





It will | 
This | 


Richmond, Va., Sept. 5. 
With WRVA adding three new 


local live-talent shows to 
number of such shows 


|'aired in this area hits an 


roster, 


all-time 


@Asaw harks 


high. Extent of production spurt is 


|} seen in fact that WRVA alone has | 


created seven new localers within 
recent weeks. 
Among them are two narration- 


dramatization half-hour shows call- 
ing for special scripts and produc- 
tion efforts. 

While not reaching the WRVA | 
number of new _  airers, WRNL, | 
WMBG and WRTD have already in- 
creased total of their production ef- 
forts, or have plans for such in- 
creases. In addition to competitive 
angle, possibility of advertising 
agencies buying more local live- 
talent shows this season is advanced 
as a factor in local production spurt. 





Tums-Vitalis Switch 


Ends Phillips’ Squawk | 


NBC has got itself out 
o£ Phillips Milk of Magnesia against 
having another similar medicinal ac- 
count, Tus, following it on the red | 
link Friday nights. The Tums’ Pot | 
of Gold show with Horace Heidt is 
now set to fill the Tuesday 8:30-9 
p.m. span on the red link. 

The Friday 9:30-10 p.m. period on 
the red which had previously been 
assigned to Tums will not be taken 
over by the Vitalis session, ‘For Men 
Only.’ Phillips is on the red Fri- 
days from 9 to 9:30 p.m. 





| Chicago, Sept. 5. 

| Tums ‘Quicksilver’ 

| the NBC Blue will increase from 

15 minutes to a half hour on Nov, 1. 
Show, based on riddies, is han- 


dled by the Kastor agency here and | 


is worked by Ransom Sherman and 
Bob Brown, of the local NBC art- 
ists staff. 


the tag of | 


schedule on | 


only di-) 


first | 


currently | 


of the | 
ticklish spot created by the protest | 


program on} 


War News Slants 





a 


Baukhage Caught Short 

Decision to ship Hjalmar H. Baukhage, NBC Washington commentator, 
to Berlin to be on hand for the blow-off resulted in a record in red tape- 
cutting by the State Department and various foreign embassies. 

Spieler was called at his home, around bedtime, 10 days ago, and asked 
if he wanted to go to Europe, via the Yankee Clipper, next day. After 

only one question, ‘What about my commercial?’ Baukhage accepted. 
| Next day he camped 15 minutes on the State Department steps to re- 
' ceive his passport, picked up French and Portugese visas and was sped to 
the clipper base at Port Washington, L. I., in a chartered amphibian plane. 
Somewhat let down when the Clipper was detained 24 hours by bad 
weather after all the rush. 

Baukage will return after doing a two weeks’ trick at the German cap- 
| ital, stopping off in Paris and London for a brief spell before sailing for 
New York. He will resume his Washington assignment, which includes 
some commercials. Departure was so hasty that he carried but one 
piece of luggage and combined a white linen cap with a topcoat as a 

going-away costume, 





| a 

Lawyer’s Leg Work 

| Dither in which broadcast stations found themselves in attempting to 
cover all angles of the Washington war reaction resulted in reshuffling of 
assignments among the staff. Paul A. Porter, CBS Washington counsel, 
dropped lawyering temporarily and became a leg man on the State De- 
partment beat. Nothing novel about the chore, as Porter was formerly 
a newspaperman. : 





Kaltenborn’s Firecracker 

H. V. Kaltenborn’'s final comment from London on Tuesday 
Pure Oil was, as always, trenchant and personal. Conclusion to the spiel, 
however, was one of the mest remarkable heard to date. For it left the 
indelible impression that Kaltenborn was deeply impressed by the English 
and their attitude of forbearance. While other commentators have stated 
similar feelings, Kaltenborn got his couched in such semi-philosophical 
language that it definitely seemed as if he had gone several steps beyond 
the usual self-imposed limits of commentators. 

Several of his remarks about the crisis bringing out admirable qualities 
in the English smattered of that ill-fated crack Ray Lyman Wilbur (Sec- 
retary of the Interior under Hoover) made about the depression: that it 
had one virtue in keeping people at home and enhancing family life. 
Kaltenborn’s remarks about the crisis vs. virtue had all the earmarks of 
the boomerang that flew back at Wilbur. 
| Also doubtful whether a build-up of the British in such glowing terms 


(29) for 


is long-range smartness. Fellows who did the same thing during 1914-1917 
later got a shower of dead cats, and were pointedly reminded that the 


British never did settle up what they owed the U. S. for the last war. In 
this Kaltenborn instance it wasn’t so much the words he used, as the feel- 
ing and circumstances in which they were delivered. It definitely wes 
going a step further than any of his colleagues in the matter of personal 
comment, 


} CBS Plugs BBC 

British Broadcasting Corp. and British Post Office were the recipients 
of a gracefully-worded tribute for their 24-hour service and high effi- 
ciency during a CBS broadcast from London early Sunday morning (3). 
It was both a nice and a smart gesture on the part of Columbia miker— 
apparently Edward R. Murrow, although there was no identification on 
| either end. It came in the midst of frequent bulletins and transatlantics 
on Prime Minister Chamberlain’s announcement of a state of war with 
Germany and subsequent developments in England. Mikeman devoted 
several minutes to praise of BBC and BPO. He said that when the full 
story of their cooperation ‘with us’ was revealed, it would make a high- 
light. 

Incidentally, 


miker said he was broadcasting from BBC's cellar because 
of an air raid warning, but before signing off he received word from up- 
stairs that ‘all was clear.” Unidentified plane proved to be a friendly one. 


For the second time in its history, NBC on Sunday 
recording over a hookup. Latter departure from policy 
speech of Premier Chamberlain to the British Empire. The talk reached 
| this side at 6:15 a.m., and NBC deemed it of such transcendental import 
as to repeat it by way of disc at 12 noon EDST. Previous deviation from 
this policy occurred in May, 1937, when NBC broadcast twice a recorded 
description of the Zeppelin Hindenburg’s destruction by fire at Lakewood, 
IN. J. 


(3) broadcast a 


| NBC’s 2d sain in Its History 
| concerned the 


Mutual Bows te NBC 
Practice of the press associations and newspapers giving the networks 
credit for news bulletins has been common since the start of the European 
crisis, but for the first time one network gave another credit for news 
| information when Mutual late Sunday night (3) quoted NBC as the source 
for the news about the torpedoing of the steamship Athenia. 


Mutual pyeaes Rap 
Mutual quickly pulled away the German government’s reproving finger 
from CBS’ direction late Saturday night (2) after a Nazi broadcaster, in 
a shortwave news broadcast, accused C olumbia of airing a statement that 
had originated from the other network. The German broadeaster, ap- 
parently fed from a New York source on this particular item, denounce d 
a statement ‘broadcast by the Columbia Broadcasting System and printed 
by the N. Y. Journal-American,’ declaring that German airmen had bombed 
a children’s sanitarium in Polend. 
Mutual’s staff happened to pick up the item while tuned in on German 
shortwave, and one of them immediately phoned the German consul in 
New York to advise him that the statement had been made in a broadcast 
by its Warsaw commentator, Patrick Maitland, and that the statement 
| checked with a story in the N. Y. Times. The Journal-American had 

credited WOR with the story and the German government’s N. Y. source 
had apparently jumped to the conclusion that this was a Columbia outlet 
7 

BEC Suan Listings 
British Broadcasting Co. notified its shortwave listeners Saturday night 

(2) that it has temporarily discontinued all its overseas publications. 
| Latter contained the listing of British Empire programs and chatter. 


ete Program Director ‘LOVE’ TO TAKE UP HALF 
‘or Youngstown’s WFMJ OF RUDY V ALLFE TIME 


| Youngstown, O., Sept. 5. 
| 
Script show, ‘Those We Love,’ will 


John Holt Baxter, of New York, | 
fill the second portion of the hour 
which will be left blank when Rudy 


has been appointed program director | 
Vallee exits the Standard Brands 


for Youngstown’s new station, 
WFMJ. He was assistant promotion 
commercial at the end of this month. 
‘Love’ was formerly on the air for 


| manager with NBC, N. Y. 

In that capacity he worked with 
| the NBC artists bureau. 
| Pond’s, but has been off for 26 week < 
| Scripted by Ann Ridgway it wi! 

New Host for Holtz | continue in the same formula as be- 

| Lou Holtz to do a guester on the fore and with substantially the same 
Alka-Seltzer show from Chicago 


cast. 
Oct. 2, He winds up on the Rudy ‘One Man's Family’ will fill the 
Vallee stanza Sept. 28. 


first 30 minutes of the SB-sponsored 
Set by William Morris office. hour, 
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WEBS CURB WAR COVERAGE 





FCC Suggests Curb 





Washington, Sept. 5. 


A policy statement, suggesting officially that broadcasters exercise 
extreme caution in airing war news and check-rein interpretive com- 


mentators, is being drafted by the 


FCC. Official explanation of the 


FCC position is expected within next 24 hours. 
Chairman James L. Fly is working on reminder to licensees of their 
public interest obligations and probably will go over the ultimatum at 


tomorrow's 


(Wed.) meeting, first since he mounted the throne. Mean- 


while Neville Miller, president of NAB, and Fly, discussed the radio 


situation this afternoon. 
Various Government departments 


have been confabbing about radio, 


but industry leaders have been assured there is no thought of censor- 


ship at present. Suggestions from 


some administration sources that 


broadcasting industry promise to check all rumors and tips with State 
Department before microphoning have been rejected as undemocratic. 
Attitude is to leave it up to the industry to use its own discretion, at 
least until station managers have shown their inability to cope with 


problems. 
Discouragement of 
British Broadcasting Corp. news 
hints already are being thrown out 
unpleasant consequences. 


rebroadcasting 
summaries, 


foreign reports, particularly 
is in prospect. Subtle 


that this practice is liable to have 


No outright ban is anticipated, although 


NAB may make suggestions to members in friendly manner. 








All Philly Dailies Buy Spots, But Two 
Scribes Snipe at Radio's War News 





Philadelphia, Sept. 5. | 
when everybody thought 
e hunky-dory between the 
and radio stations, with every | 
newspaper including the stodgy Eve- 
ning Bulletin using time to plug 
news, two of the city’s leading col- | 
umnists began taking potshots at the 
aircasters. 


Just 
things were 


dailies 


No one knows whether there is 
anything significant at the way The 
Record’s Charlie Fisher and _ the 


Ledger’s Don Rose almost simultane- 
Ously ripped into the way radio was 
presenting war news bulletins, but 
radio execs are openly resentful at | 
the sniping. 

Fisher jeered at the way vital war 
news was interspersed between pro- 
grams. Rose the next day (31) ap- 
plauded Fisher’s attack on radio as 
‘a good job of japing radio for its | 
frantic efforts to act as public enter- | 
tainer and bulletin board at the same 
time.’ Rose added: 

‘Its so-called news bulletins are | 
disordered and meaningless as a| 
madman’s dream. They are pieces of 
a jig-saw puzzle which nobody has 
time to put together and which 
wouldn’t make sense if they did.’ 

Every newspaper in the city has | 
purchased spot announcements fol- 
jowing war news bulletins. Surprise 
io the industry was purchase of time | 
by the conservative Evening Bul- 
letin, which had tabooed radio from 
the outset. Daily now is plugged 
over KYW and WCAU after each} 
news flash. 

WDAS plugs Ledger, 
Daily News. 


Record and 


WWJ News System 
Detroit, Sept. 5. 
With listeners protesting oft-re- 
peated war news cutting into regular 
programs, WWJ Friday (1) set up its 


Own news-vending machine with 
help of NBC and Detroit News, sta- 
lion’s parent. 

Instead of airing numerous NBC 


flashes, as they came from New York 
studios, WWJ is cutting discs of ’em 
and then has Detroit News editorial | 
men, experts on European situash, 
check up on bulletins and condense 
‘em. Once each hour, on the hour 
station airs condensed versions of 
happenings, thereby avoiding the 
hodge-podge of European news 
prevalent here for past two weeks. 

Keeping facilities attuned, of 
course, to any real news or Official 
talks, which are thrown on air im- 
mediately. Station took big ads in 
three Detroit papers, announcing its 
gecision, and pointing out WWJ 
would give news every hour from 6 
to 2 am. daily. 


NAB Rookies | 


| 
Washington, Sept. *5. | 
Six newcomers have been admit- 
ted to NAB following the New York | 
executive meeting two weeks ago. 
Rookies are KOVO, Provo, Utah: | 


KVGB, Great Bend, Kan.: KDRO. 
Sedalia, Mo.: WJHL, Johnson City 
Tetin., WMBG, Richmond, and 


WAPI, Bir mingham., 





A Polish Victory 





Joseph Lang, general manager 
of WHOM, New York, announced 
yesterday (Tues.) that the Morn- 
ing German Hour had been in- 
definitely canceled, being re- 
placed by a Polish Hour. Former 
had been on station for five 
years, 

There are two other Polish 
hours on WHOM. No comment 
was forthcoming from Lang or 
other station officials. 








SULLIVAN FLIES 


FOR EUROPEAN 
BACKGROUND 


Louisville, Sept. 5. 
Paul Sullivan, 
mentator, 
Brown & Williamson tobacco over 
CBS, Sept. 24, flew to London Mon- 
day (4) for a two-week stay to 
gather European background, He 
was accompanied by his wife. 
Columbia’s New York office has 
arranged for Sullivan to work along- 
side of Ed Murrow, chief of the net- 
work's London staff, and the former 


will likely participate in several 
broadcasts from that point. Sulli- 
van was anxious to visit Paris and 
Berlin also, but the CBS special 
events execs in New York doubted 
whether this could also be arranged 
because of transport conditions on 
the continent, 


Explains Change 
Cincinnati, Sept. 5. 

Between plane changes here 
Thursday (31), Paul Sullivan, news 
commentator, was the subject of a 
four-minute interview in his mike 
bow on WCKY, Sponsored by the 
Brown & Williamson Tobacco Co., 
Sullivan has been newscasting on 
WHAS, Louisville, for several 
months, following his departure from 
WLW here. With the new time 
change he goes CBS network, simul- 
taneous with WCKY’'s transfer from 
NBC to CBS. 

L. B. Wilson, WCKY general man- 
ager, also had a part in the special 
progr ram and stated that one of his 
chief purposes in making the net- 
work change was to return Sullivan's 


| nightly testo to a Cincy station. 


Deutech Leaving Hosp 


Percy Deutsch, head 
Broadcasting System, who’s been ill 
since the latter part of July, leaves 
the hospital some time this week. 
He’s been at the Harkness Pavilion 
New York 


Had a siege of pneumonia. 


WHAS news com-| 
who starts on a series for 


of World! 


‘CURTAILING HEAWY 
NEWa DARRAGES 


Organizing Clearance of 
War Broadcasts on Set 
Schedule, But NBC, CBS 
and Mutual Won’t Con- 
solidate Forces—Huge Ex- 
pense, Fear of Alienating 
Commercial Advertisers 
Prompting Restraint 


PROPAGANDA EVIDENT 


Shortly after President Roosevelt 
yesterday afternoon (Tuesday) sig- 
natured the proclamation of Amer- 
ica’s neutrality in the current Euro- 


pean war, NBC, Columbia and Mu- 
tual rushed inte a revision of their 
policies on war news coverage, with 
all three curtailing their broadcasts 
| from Europe and eliminating any- 
thing that might be _ considered 
rumor bulletins. 

NBC cut down the number of 
pickups from Europe to four a day 
|for each of its links (red and blue), 
|shut down practically on all sustain- 
\ing commentators and limited its 
| bulletins te factual stuff at stated 
intervals. Mutual did away with all | 
| European commentators, excepting | 











(BC Schedule Back to Normal, 
Militia Guards Chain Stations: 
Name Walter Thompson Censor 











+ 
N B | Canadian Broadcasting Co. yester- 
A Launches Code | day (Tuesday) advised its New York 
| Feps that it had returned to normal 
Washington, Sept. 5. | & far as its programming operations 
Moves to set up enforcement | Were concerned. 
machinery for the NAB code | It explained that it would broad- 


have been launched as result of 
the war excitement. 

Directors will huddle in Chi- 
cago tomorrow (Wednesday) to 
interpret declaration of prin- | 
ciples and try to relieve some 
of resulting headaches. 

| 








NEWS LISTENING 


AT HIGHEST 
PEAK 


—-—— 








|in cases where they indicate in ad- | 


importance; also recorded foreign 
news broadcasts and limited its bul- 
letins to direct statements. CBS put 


effect. H. V. 
confined to two periods a week ex- 
cept when required for unusual de- 
velopments in the European situa- 
tion. 





: 
| American networks have already 


| Munich powwow, 


readjustments similar to NBC’s into | 


Kaltenbern will be | European kettle was at full steam, 


Insofar as figures on _ listening 


compiled by the Cooperative Analy- 
sis of Broadcasting are comparable, 
there was approximately twice as 
| much dialing to news of the current 
crisis as there was a year ago, when | 


| vance they have something of great | the Munich Hed was in the air. 


On Sept. 28, 1938, the day before the 
one out of every 
six programs reported as heard by 
listeners was a newscast. This year, 
on Saturday, Aug. 26, when the 


33.5% of all program mentions were 
for news—in short, one out of three | 
stanzas heard was a report on the 


| crisis. 


| 


| begun to exercise some restraint on | 


the madhouse 
| been leading 
|erisis came climax two 
ago. NBC, Columbia and 

started working Monday 
not only easing the bombardment of 
war broadcasts, but organizing the 
|'clearing of such programs and bul- 
letins a set schedule, 


tins ona 


pace 
since 


+n a 
VU a 


that they have 
the European 
weeks 


Mutual 


were (1) the mounting 
to which this coverage was putting 
them, (2) the realization that indis- 
criminate overloading of the public 
ear might in time produce a reaction 
that would do serious injury to reg- 
ular listening habits, (3) the fear of 


huge ex pense 


(4) towa rd | 


Reasons which prompted this move | 


| program 


Elaborating on this angle, the cur- 
rent C.A.B. report states: ‘Between 
August 24 and August 29 news 
broadcasts covering this fall’s crisis 
accounted for 18.7 of all daytime 
mentions and 27.2 of ail 
evening program mentions.’ 

The report also shows that during 
| the period covered some 30 episodes 
of sponsored daytime serials were 
omitted, to make room for special 
news broadcasts. 





‘OLD GOLD MAY GIVE 


alienating commercial clients by con- | 


stant dislocation of the latter’s sched- 
ules and (4) the need for easing up 
things for the network siaffs before 
they started cracking under the 
strain .of hours and sustained 
excitement. 

There was talk from one network 


long 


over the past weekend of the three 
webs getting together this week to 
discuss the problems’ confrontin 
them as the result of this war cov- 
erage, and to work out some method 
of co-operation. This same source 
not only suggested a collective un- 
derstanding as to non- competitive 
scheduling of war broadcasts, but 
proposed that the three networks 
consolidate their forces abroad so 
that the expense of coverage might 
be reduced. Indications yesterday 
(Tuesday) were that there was no 
chance of the latter course being 
adopted. 


Propaganda Seeping In 

Wide disagreement seems to pre- 
vail among the three webs as to the 
future operation of their commenta- 
tops in Europe. The managing head 
on one network declared Monday 
that he felt certain that within the 
next month or two there will be an 
end to all commentator broadcasting 
from the warring countries. He de- 
scribed the shutting down on Amer- 


}ican commentators in Rome Friday | 
night (1) as a signpost to what is | 
Paris | 


bound to happen in Berlin, 
and London. This web official stated 
that foreign government propaganda 


had already begun to stud in large 
measure the airings of these com- 
(Continued on page 32) 


SWING IST COMMERSH 


Raymond Gra am Swhae. Mutual- 
WOR staff commentator, may get a 
sponsor. Lennen & Mitchell, agency 


on the P. Lorillard account, whose | 


brands include Old Gold, Sensation 
and Briggs, has the proposition 


under consideration. The deal would 
put Swing on a hookup. 


If Swing gets the assignment, it 
will be his first commercial. He's 
been on WOR for over three years 


Red 8-10 P.M. Stretch 
Up 5% in New Rates 


Yew NBC rate card, issued today 
(Wednesday) and effective Oct. 1 
puts a 5% premium on certain red 
network time periods in the form of 
lower discounts. New system blocks 
off the 8 to 10 p.m. sector as a 
premium spot, and advertisers whose 
stanzas fall into this zonz will get | 
5% less discount than currently. 
New York time is used in these cai- 
culations and the lowered discount 
applies to re-broadcasts as well as 
the original article. 

Of the 174 NBC stations, 16% have 
had their rates boosted: 10% have 
had them pared, and 74° remain 
where they were. Annual rebate 
meantime is increased from 10% to 
121.% to give the clients who pass 
up ithe summer hiatus a break, 





Wally Sheldon, spieler at WCAU, 
Philly, is making arrangements to 
have published a series of about a 
hundred comic of event 
behind the mike, He drew them in 
spare time between cues 


cartoons 


cast only war bulletins of importance 
| at systematized intervals, and that 
its main purpose was again to enter- 


| tain its listeners, 





Censorship Starts 
Toronto, Sept. 5. 

With declaration of war, every 
unit in the transcontinental station 
chain of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. was placed under heavy mili- 
tary guard over the weekend, with 
extra precautions at the key high- 
power stations and the short-wave 
station at Ottawa, which is main- 
taining radio communication with 
the British Isles through BBC. 

Censorship plans for the Dominion 
were also completed over the week- 
end, with Walter Thompson named 
as Chief Censor. Former public re- 
lations head of the Canadian Na- 
tional Railways was chief press 
liaison officer during the recent Royal 


visit. Telephone communication be- 
tween Canada and England has al- 


ready been severed except for offi- 
cial business. 

Appointment of the Chief Censor 
followed a weekend conference of 
Cabinet officials and Major Gladstone 
Murray, CBC g.m. Plans were not re- 
vealed in detail, but the Official Se- 
crets Act has been invoked. It is 
expected also that all radio licenses 
for shortwave sending will be can- 
' celled for the duration of hostilities. 


CBC to 0.0. Talks 
| Montreal, Sept. 5. 

Reports emanating from Ottawa 
indicate that all Canadian radio sta- 
tions are affected by a proclamation 
issued last week by the authority of 
the Governor in Council under the 
War Measures Act. 

It is understood that broadcasters 
will now submit particulars of all 
alks in advance for approval of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. offi- 
cials. In line with this ruling, news 
flashes and commentaries from the 
American chains were restricted last 
week on private as well as govern- 
ment stations. In future, no talks 
will be aired before approval is ob- 
tained by the CBC. Measure was 
taken to ensure elimination of talks 
of an inflammatory or alarming na- 
ture, 

Some 
have 


sources, not government, 
taken execption to interna- 
(Continued on poe 30) 


TIME MAG BUYS SPOTS 
TO CASH IN ON WAR 


the 


Because of heavy listening 
percentage that radio was enjoying 
because of war news, Time maga- 
zine decided suddenly last Friday 
morning (1) to go on the air that 
very evening with some minute an- 
nouncements plugging its current 
issue, particularly the stuff on the 
European _ situation. Time-buying 


department of B.B.D.&O., agency on 
the account, engaged in a flurry of 
activity throughout the day, con- 


tacting station reps for available 
time and wiring out the spot an- 


nouncements to stations. The busi- 
ness was placed with 34 stations, 

Rush orders such as Time’s are 
rare in the business. The cost of 
handling that type of case usually 
means a loss for a station rep and 
the request is carried out strictly as 
an accommodation, 





IN NICK OF TIME 
Lynchburg, Sept. 5. 
Unlimited hours and inerease in 
power couln’t have come at a better 
time for WLVA here. 
Week after station went unlimited, 


war broke out and a 24-hour service 
was immediately put: into effect. 
War bulletins are sponsored by a 
headache powder firm and a bank. 





VARIETY 
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ALL-STAR FOOTBALL GAME 


Pearson (Color), Dick Nesbitt 
(Guest Announcer) 
Sustaining. 


Thursday, 9:30 to end of game, 
W.1IZ-NBC, New York. 

Annual fracas between a so-called 
All-Star college pigskin aggregation 
and the New York Giants, pro cham- 
pions, conducted as a showmanly 
charity enterprise by the Chi Trib, 
gave the football spielers their first 
workout last Wednesday (30). NBC 
Blue outlet was the only New York 
which aired the 


station session. 


WOR, tied up with the Chi Trib’s | 


WGN in the Mutual network, did not 
take the game from its business part- 
ner, explaining that the tense Euro- 
pean situation prevented it. 
web, however, carried the game in 
cities other than New York. 

Bill Stern, veteran NBC sports 
gabber, did the principal chores and, 
considering that it was the first stan- 


za of the year as well as a none too | 


exciting game, he did okay. Stern’s 
account on the whole was 
matter of fact. That might have been 
expected, however, as the game itself 
seemed on the matter-of-fact side 


from start to finish. Stern on occasion ! 


crowded 15 yards instead of 10 into 
four downs, and talked about a nice 
tackle instead of the long dash that 
preceded it, but these lapses were 
somewhat minor. What really wasa 
handicap all the way through was 
the volume of noise that crowded 
into the mike from the Soldiers’ 
Field p.a. system. It was a race be- 
tween Stern and the local loud- 
speaker all the way through. This 
obvious irritation to listeners should 
have been eliminated by better 
shielding of the broadcasting booth. 


stanzas, did the color. This stint was 


terrific speed by 
| unexpected twists which the comics 


preity | 


| nice 
Fort Pearson, better known as a/| 
straight announcer on commercial | 


| sust FOOLING’ 
Bill Stern (Chief Announcer), Fort With Ted 


Ray, Dave 
O'Gorman, Binnie Hale, 


Mastersingers, Percival Mackey 
and His Orchestra 

Crazy Variety 

60 Mins. 


| Saturday, 8 p.m. 
| BBC, London 


In an effort to brighten Saturday 
night vaude BBC took 
spiration from George’ Black’s 
‘Crazy Gang’ at the Palla- 
dium, 
in which all convention was 
carded and a team of comics al- 
lowed to plough their own furrow 
through the program. Idea clicked 
first time out, it cut out 


show, 


shows 


because 


,the more formal dressings of pre- 
Mutual 


vious light programs and was given 
the succession of 


injected into it. Will be disappoint- 
ing to many listeners to be told that 
a stunt which makes such bright 
entertainment will not be repeated 
till mid-September. 
Highspot of program was 
Hale, who brought to the mike some 


of the material that has carried her | 


to the 


=e 
Stage. 


top on the musical comedy 
Impersonation of an old 


‘busker’ singing to a theatre queue | 
of characterization, and | 


was a gem 
she played up as stooge to the com- 
edy trio with immense gusto. These 
three had some good material, as 
when they threw out the announcer 
at the opening and did their own 
demented emceeing, and when they 
deprived entertainer Norman Long 
of his essential piano midway 
through his act. Their impressions 
of famous impersonations, though 
more amusing than exact, 
slant when Joe O'’Gorman’s 
number in the guise of Harry Cham- 
pion singing ‘Any Old Iron’ was in- 
terrupted by that 


In- | 


and presented a variety bill | 
dis- | 


| lationist. 


mike 
Binnie | 


had a} 





performer him- 


‘ B. S. BERCOVICI 


and Joe ‘Talk and Back Talk’ 
Norman | 
Long, V. H. Tildsley’s Eight Royal | 


News Commentation 
30 Mins.; 7.30 p.m, EDST, Sun. 
WINS, New York 


views, and perforce refute Bercovici 
or other news opinionators. It’s a 
switch on the public forum idea, 
achieved through solicitations to 


guest on the program Sunday night. | 
inducement; | 


No prize or other 
merely the soapbox appeal alone 
being necessary to get enough of a 


| variety to visit the station. 


First program included two un- 
employed men, a femme news com- 
mentator, an actor and a public re- 


ing personality planting might 
stem from this dramatis personae, 
the honors were evenly divided and, 
in fact, veered away from the femme 
newscaster and the actor. Latter’s 
odd accent—a _ sort of neo-legit 
twang—didn’t percolate through the 
as well as the others. Miss 
Farley, the femme, was consider- 
ably better." 

Both WINS Bercovici em- 
phasized that the opinions of the 
guests were their own. although it 
was all patently prepared and read 
off. It covers current events and 
will interest those who are newscast 
addicts. 

Frem the broad mike value ap- 
peal, a half hour of gab is too much, 
no matter how broken up by the 
parade of speakers. The subjects 
are in the same groove, and _ it’s 
basically of the same pattern—self- 
opinions on treaties, FDR, Hitler, 
axis powers, open door, Arctic bases, 
Monroe Doctrine, etc. 

Bercovici, however, not only does 
a good conferenciering job, with 
mild but effective footnote com- 


and 











While suspicion of prim- | 


Follow-Up Comment 








B. S. Bercovici, newscaster and Parker Family on CBS Thursday 
commentator on this Hearst sta-| (30) had a most trying 15 minutes 
tion, inaugurated a new form of | attempting to straighten out the 
vox pop Sunday_ night. titled | views of young Parker (Leon Jan- 
‘Talk and Back Talk.’ Idea is!ney), It revolved around the un- 
| that Mr. Listener can also air his | witting communistic tendencies of 


the young man, proceeding from a 
dinner table discussion to a meet- 
ing with cohorts, where he saw his 
error and reversed his stand in no 
uncertain terms. 

Janney gave a good performance, 
especially in the blowoff speech 
which defended the democratic sys- 
tem. Rest of the cast normally 
present didn’t have much to do this 
|airing. Speaker at the meeting, who 
iOutlined the undermining plans, reg- 
|istered nil. Program originally aired 
at same time Friday evenings. 

George Jessel had Erza Stone, of 
jthe Aldrich Family; Pepper Martin, 
| of baseball, and Warden Lewis E. 
| Lawes, of New York’s Sing 
| prison, among his guests on the Vi- 


|talis program last week and the re- | 
;sult was a neatly balanced and easy | 


flowing program 
| best he’s done. 
Jessel and Lawes, the latter got off 
a story about a guest football coach 
from Harvard that was too strong 
a crack at the school. Otherwise 
that portion was interesting. 

Jessel neatly worked two of his 
;}standard vaude gags 


rating with the 


New York World’s Fair. Martin re- 


|counted the injuries he has suffered | 
in baseball, which gave Jessel the 


“TSN VARIETY HOUR’ 


| With Ralph Rose’s orchestra, Frank 


Payne, Russ Lamb, Brounof and 
his violin. 


| 60 mins.—regional 


| Stone's 


9 \‘Workshop Festival’ 
Sing | 


In’ the talk between | 


! Mls | vested the program 

into crossfire | 
with Pepper Martin, of the St. Louis | sketch didn’t legitimat 

| Cardinals, and a telephone operator | : a nately call 


jfrom the telephone exhibit at the | 


opportunity for his ‘It could have 
happened to me’ punch line. Ball 
player seemed much at ease at the 
mike. Telephone op bit gave the 
comedian an opening for his tele. 
phone gag. with essentially the same 
dialog. ; Girl, supposedly one of those 
who dispense calls to lucky win- 
ners at the N. Y. expo, sounded 
good enough to have been a ringer 

contribution was more of a 
trailer for him than anything else 
It told of the numerous phases of 
show business that he has a finger 
in. Stardusters, harmonizing group 
which sounds like the Merry Macs 
were in the groove with several 
numbers, 


‘Apartment to Let,’ a fluffy and 


‘mildly diverting sketch on the do- 


mestie quarrel theme, spanned the 
half hour that CBS allotted to its 
last Thursday 


night (31). Dorothy Parker and her 


husband, Allen Campbell, co-au- 
thored the piece. Marie Wilson, 
from pictures, played the distaff side 
of the young married couple who 
suddenly split up over a quarrel 


whose source they can’t recall. and 
about all that stood out in her per- 
formance was the shy, plaintive 
quality of her voice. Brewster Mor- 
gan, who directed, couldn’t have in- 
with a much 
The chances are the 
for 
a half hour’s running time and this 
was his way of padding out the 
thing. 


slower tempo. 





Wythe Williams, editor of Green- 
wich, Conn., Times, and prognostica- 
tor during the past year of a series 
of amazingly accurate’ prophecies 
about Germany’s plans and moves, 


| did another absorbing bit of crystal 


mentary and rebuttal, but the for- ; | gazing on a CBS commercial (Hobby 
weak. Pearson mixed himself up self coming up out of the audience! mula is a bit different. As such it | Sustaining | Lobby), but subsequent events some- 
nicely in his descriptions, and the | and showing him how it ought to!should have some appeal. Com- | Sunday, 7:00 p.m. | what nullified his predictions. For- 
impression was that the field ran be done. |pacted in a quarter hour, and re- | TSN-KABC, San Antonio mer European correspondent had 
straight up and down instead of} Only straisht acts in the bill were! stricting speakers to two minutes! Replacing the “TSN Sunday Re- | tixed Sept. 6 as date Hitler would 
straight north and south. He also! the robust concerted singing of the| or so might prove even breezier vue,’ which has long been heard in! strike, provided there was no _ in- 
called the brass band an orchestra,! Royal Mastersingers, and a_short| . ss Abel ithis spot, the new series has many |ternal revolution in meantime. 
and committed other lapses indicat-' number by Ted Ray in his popular | , new features. Ralph Rose and his or- Williams went so far as to name 
ing that the work was not familiar | ‘fiddling and fooling’ turn, but rest chestra, a TSN staff group, opened possible leader of group who would 
to him. ne |of the show just had to get along; ee ° the program with ‘Only a Rose,’ the | attempt the overthrow of Hitler, it 

Dick Nesbitt, ex-footballer, being| best it could in face of interrup- | Television Reviews theme, and then followed several ar-| being ‘young General von Wieder- 
groomed for radio sports announcing | tions. Certainly a bright thought by | rangements of Ted Dreher, chief |schine (phonetic spelling).’ Latter, 
chores, covered the third period of | BBC’s light entertainment division, | musical arranger of the net. he declared, had caused a split in 
play. Stern far and away had thejand plaudits for John Sharman’s | Highlight of the program was the | German staff by advising against war 
edge on this neophyte, both as to/slick presentation. If his comedy| GEORGE ROSS | singing of Frank Payne, member of|on ground mechanization of the 
slickness and accuracy. However,|/team can maintain the pace with| Personality Interviews with Mary) the Casa Manana Revue cast, who! army had not reached a point where 
Nesbitt has a good voice and a calm-| plenty new material, program| Dowell and Tony Soma | delivered ‘Another Mile.’ In other) it would be wise to risk combat. 
ness which will stand him in good!should be good for frequent Satur-j| 15 Mins, |spots were the ‘Voice of Romance’} Williams did prophesy that Hitler 
stead. Edga. {day airings. GELLER’S SHOES | (Russ Lamb), who has a pleasing| would make trouble, but said the 

Wednesday, 12.45 p.m. voice, and Zelman Brounof and his 








dictator had stuck ‘his neck out too 





NBC-RCA, New York 

















| violin, who reminds of Rubinoff. | far and would be caught in the 
By paying for the talent, Geller’s | Show has a tendency to drag,|noose. Sponsor (Fels Co.) thought 
Shoes has achieved one of visio’s| despite the various types of enter-| Williams’ predictions (he had, in 
first regular experimental commer-|tainment presented. Outstanding | January, fixed last week of August 
cial shows. FCC regulations pro-| performance was by Brounof in the] as the fateful one), packed so much 
The KEY to this Ri< . ri hibit sale of time. concert arrangement of ‘My Heart|dynamite that it broadcast a dis- 
Although heavy on the whacky | Stood Still” but program lacked | claimer—editors views were ‘not 

side, this presentation was mildly | punch. Cand. ‘necessarily its.’ 
amusing. George Ross, World-Tele- ——w 

gram columnist, interviews Broad- 


way personalities. Broadcast caught 
he had Mary Dowell and Tony Soma. 
Miss Dowell’s claim to fame is the 
fact she is New York's tallest show- 
girl (6 feet, 3 inches), in addition to 
which she stutters. Stuttering was 
plenty evident, but her height was 
not. 

Soma, nitery proprietor, is a pro- 
ponent and practioner of Yogi, Ori- 
ental system of ethics which pre- 
scribes difficult tasks to strengthen 
character. His feat on the visio 
show was standing on his head and 
singing. It was made to seem over- 
long and exceedingly screwy by the 
reverse way in which Ross handled it. 
He didn’t mention the Yogi until the 
end, so the reason for the upside- 
down warbling didn’t become ap- 
parent until late. Soma, like Miss 
Dowell, exhibited a pleasant manner 
in describing Yogi afterwards and 
televised well. Ross is a good ad 
libber. # 

Mildred Murray and Mildred Gale 
handled the long commercial at the 
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Nationally 
Represented By 


EDWARD PETRY 


7 end, after the announcer, Gilbert 
<<“ : & COMPANY Martin, had given a name plug 
earlier. Gals picked up and put 


down shoes as they pointed out the 
fine points of each. Difficulty was 
| that the object of attention was too 
| frequently out of range of the cam- 





LOOK AT THESE WHAS 


lera, so that the shoes couldn’t be 
POTENTIALITIES: seen 2 ae Une Soe ON Her 
. F | ‘TOTAL ECLIPSE’ (Howard Reed) 
Total Population— Urban Population— | Songs, Music 
5,039,828 2.581.815 | 8 Mins. 
ie - : RCA-NBC, New York 
White Families— Radio Homes— ‘Total Eclipse’ (Howard Reed is 
1,199,064 1,185,900 his formal handle), colored singie 
Buvi I wos with his own uke accompaniment, 
i uying income— Retail Sales— dishes up pop tunes in acceptable, 
$2,214,269,000 $1,296.831,000 modern manner. This is a repeat 
t = °. . °° H 
lt Value of Manufactured Products ......--$2,716,481,297 em areata ce a ol age ee 
5 Value Farm Lands : Suildi atts Gr 360,831,000 broadcasts. | 
§ 2 ir ands and Buildings __ $1,360,831, Grisly introduced by Cilhert 





Martin, ‘Total Eclipse’ takes over for 
himself and announces his own spe- 
cialties. In addition to his expert 
uke playing, the colored boy sells a 


ae 


W:G:A'R 


song in a way that stamps him THEGOODWILL THE FRIENDLY 
favorably. Announcer stated that 


owned and operated by 


Be 


the singer had already been set by sled = - 


RKO for a screen test, a scout for Celt 
that company having caught him on 
his first television appearance. 
Discovered buskin’ around the 
N. Y. tavern circuit, “Total Eclipse’ 
| hae a comedy pan (a sort of Joe E. 
Brown under. cork) and an original 
tyle of song delivery that should | 
take him places. . 
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Flash... Flash... Flash... 


So it goes, all day long. 
another. 


One news broadcast after 


The present world crisis has made news broadcasting 
tremendously important. The public turns to radio for spot 
news, and the commercial value to sponsors of these news 
periods increases accordingly. 


The Variety Radio Directory, anticipating this interest in, 
and demand for increased news broadcasting, contains the 
only published list of regularly scheduled news periods for sta- 
tions in the United States and Canada. 


In the light of current world happenings, every sponsor and 
agency in America turns naturally to Variety's exclusive com- 
pilation for information about this field of broadcasting which 
has assumed immediate and future importance. 


Yet, important as these news broadcast periods are, they 
are but an infinitesimal part of the valuable and usable in- 
formation contained in the 1,352 pages of the new Variety 
Radio Directory. Glance at the column at the left for an outline 
of what you will find in your copy of the 1939-40 Variety Radio 
Directory. 


For immediate delivery order your copy of the Radio 
Directory today from one of the offices or stores listed below. 
Or mail the coupon. 
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w ‘ov 3 | State of Wisconsin, but has promised to conform ag laws tiene. teem tivaited te walimited KPQ, Wenatchee, increase 
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° * £ E be B leasti ar Brooklyn, which seeks license re- oO -0! watts, 
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S 3 o “ Zz | newal using same facilities 4iso asking for facilities of Louisiana: KPLC, Lake Charles, jump night power from 
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UNIMPORTANT ?2- -well, relatively unimportant beside this 


| UNIMPORTANT FACTS ——- 
ONE IMPORTANT FACT 


f 
4 
ti 
f 


| (Alka-Seltzer), 
|} agency, Los Angeles, has signed with 
KRE, Berkeley, for a series of spot 


| weeks, 


Miles Laboratories, Elkhart. 


through 


Ind., 
Associated 


announcements. Ditto B. F. Good- 
rich Rubber Co. (Goodrich-Silver- 
town tires), placed direct 

Robert E. Bories Organization fo1 
Endorsed Foo is, 52 weeks Monday 
to Saturday. 9°30-10 a.m Starting 
Sept. 18 on WMCA. N. Y Program 
returns D Shirle WwW Wvynne's 
Food Forum to the all Scheck Ad 
Agency 

American Bible Conference. Phila 


delphia, 24 weeks, Sunday 4-4:30 p.m 
starting Oct. 15 on WMCA. N. Y 
Religious talk by Rev. Donald Grey 


| Barnhouse. 


Renewal, Duane Theatre Corp., 52 
on WMCA, N. Y. Harlem 
Amateur Hour. Direct. 


Bond Stores, N._ Y. (men's 
clothes), Sept. 11 starts an extensive 
fall ca.npaign of quarter-hour news 
and musical clock programs six 
times weekly over WTMJ. Milwau- 
kee, Deal Netf-Rogow 
agency, N. Y. 


set by 


West Maid Food Co., San Fran- 
cisco, handed deal for 105 announce- 


ments, 12 a week, to KSRO, Santa 
Rosa, direct. Other new announce- 
ment contracts on this station in- 


clude Mutual Benefit Health and Ac- 
cident Assn., Omaha, direct; Homa- 
sote Products, Co., Cotati, Calif., d 


rect; Dodge Automobile, 45 times. 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, San 
Francisco; Chuck Research Labora- 
tories, San Francisco, direct: El Do- 
rado Brewing Co., Stockton, Calif., 
through Sidney Garfinkle Agency, 








San Francisco, and Goodrich Tire 
Co., Santa Rosa, direct. 

Leighton & Nelson taking on 
WOKO, Albany, for series of five-| 


minute early-evening broadcasts of 
‘I Want a Job’ for Albany Business 


College Program 


consists of em- 
ployment guidance talks and read- 
ing of actual letters from student 
JOD-seé€ kers 
> 


toma Macaroni Co., San Francis- 
co, long-time participant on Italian 
Hour of KROW, Oakland, branching 
out with spot announcements on 
four other Northern California sta- | 


tions: KHUB, Watsonville; KSRO, | 
Santa Rosa; KIEM, Eureka, and 
KTRB, Modesto. Gelsi-Madeot 


Agency handles, 


Kundst Bros., San Francisco paint 
and wallpaper company, has inaugu- 
rated new quarter-program, ‘The 
Paint Counsellor,’ on KYA, along 
with daily participations in ‘Early 
Birds’ show. Placed through Rob- 
ert Young Agency. KYA also in re- 
ceipt of new biz from Townsend 

lan, through Clem Whitaker 
Agency, San Francisco; MacFarlane 
Candy, through Botsford Constantine 
& Gardner; California State Fai 
ind Kajol Shampoo, direct. 


¢) 
we 
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NEW YORK 
1000 WATTS 








LINE-~UP 


OXYDOL 

OLD GOLD 

IVORY SOAP 
CAMAY 

LA ROSA 

BRIOSCHI 
MEDAGLIA D'ORO 
METROPOLITAN LIFE 
SACHS QUALITY 





-n Baseball, you refer to this 
line-up as “murderers row.” All 
~ produce Sales otherwise they 
wouldn't be in the line-up year 
after year! So if you, too, want to 
“play ball’ before approximately 
2,000,000 daily you'll join this 
line-up-and bat “The Italo- 
‘American Way." 


THE INTERNATIONAL 


BROADCASTING CORP > 
NEW: YORK ve oe 
: 5000 WATTS 
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Blue Network multiplies 


bonus for advertisers on America’s most economical national medium = 


In Los Angeles... America’s fourth largest 
buying market .. . listeners now tune in at 
780 on the dial for KECA. And thousands of 
new families ... rich and with three chickens 
in the pot... are brought in as added cover- 
age by KECA’s new transmitter location, 
nearer to the better residential areas. 

This apparent miracle was accomplished by 
taking over KEHE’s frequeney and also its 
transmitter. A simple thing to do, but one 
which overnight reduced local competition for 
listeners, by eliminating one station, and at 
the same time combined KEHE’s best fea- 
tures, as well as its habitual audience, with 
KECA’s—thus opening up to Blue Network 
advertisers a much larger slice of Southern 
California’s best buying market. Naturally, 
present Blue advertisers gain these benefits 
at once, 


The famous Blue discount plan enables ad- 
vertisers to “go national” on indeed a modest 
budget. Now at no extra cost Blue sponsors 


U 


signal strength in Los Angeles...another 


may reach several hundred thousand addi- 
tional homes in the country’s fourth largest 
market. KECA’s new frequency and trans- 
mitter location mark the Blue Network’s most 
important improvement since the Blue dis- 
counts. For not only has it brought Blue ad- 
vertisers a big circulation boost ... but does 


60 without costing one penny more. 


This great national advertising medium... 


the NBC Blue... has its stations strategically 





BM 








located to reach 95° of all radio families in 
America’s major markets—and don’t forget, 
too, it serves a goodly part of the small town 
and rural audience. 

To sum up, you'd “Better Buy Blue” for 
topnotch coverage at lownotch cost... as 80 
many other smart advertisers are doing. And 
there are some good evening time periods still 
open on the Blue! National Broadcasting Com- 
pany, a Radio Corporation of America Service. 


What happened when KECA’s transmitter 
and dial position were moved? 


Large increase in signal strength followed, notably in 
better residential areas. For example: In Hollywood 
area, Glendale, Burbank the new signal is 5 to 10 
times ae strong. In Wilshire section and Beverly Hills, 
5 times as strong. 

Southwestern area, including Culver City, Ingle- 
wood, Hawthorne 4 times ... Santa Monica, includ- 
ing kl Segundo and beach section 2 to 3 times as 
strong. Northeast area 2 to 3 times as strong... and 
in Pasadena area 3 times as strong! 


NBC Gz NETWORK 


hy Ded tor ADVERTISERS 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Tabulation of over 98,000 coincidental personal interviews on radio audi- 
ences in the Milwaukee, Indianapolis, 
has been completed by K. B. Arrington, advertising manager of Omar, Inc., 
Omaha (flour and cereal), long a radio sponsor and a proponent of a na- 
tional! radio audit bureau. Interviews were made by 700 house-to-house 
salesmen of the bakery division of the company, completing the survey 
within a five-day period in each market. 
days and by hourly intervals and divided by town and country areas. 

Survey was made by Omar, Inc., 
time selections, but has been released to leading stations 
of factual and unbiased station coverage information.” 


‘in the interest | 





John B. Hughes, newscaster, is being dropped by Brown & Williamson, | his work at the station. 
lat Temple gets under 

nightly | 
An- | 


along with his CBS Pacific hookup, as a result of the contract that the 
same account has made with Columbia for the Paul Sullivan 
newscasts, which will be on a cross-country basis starting Sept. 24. 
other cause cited in the trade is the reported failure of CBS’ Pacific divi- 
sion to carry out an understanding with the account. B. & W. bought 
Hughes on a three-time-a-week basis and it was understood that the re- 
gional will have him on another two days a week as a sustainer. 


Howard Claney’s return to the NBC payroll, this time as a commentator 


from London, resulted from his being on the spot when there was press- | 


ing need for mike personnel. Claney quit NBC’s New York announcing 
staff about a year ago because of poor health. He went abroad and while 
there started studying art. When the Polish crisis broke he got in touch 
with Fred Bate, NBC’s London rep, and the latter put him to work imme- 
diately. Claney in past year announced for numerous major commercials. 


Results have been tabulated by | 





Omaha and Columbus trading areas | 
icollege in this 





|and Joe Szot, 
; him. 


ant Smith Radio 
Prof at rend U. 


Phitadstehl i, Sept. 
The first radio course by 


by Temple UV. this fall. Prof. will be 
Thomas B. (Tommy) Smith, program 
director of WPEN. 

The course will 
i'duction and = technique. 


radio pro- 
Smith, a 


be in 


for its own guidance in station and | graduate of West Chester Teachers 


College, taught a course in radio 
there last year. This semester he'll 
teach at both schools in addition to 

The course 
way the first 
week in October. 


Boswell Back in Milwaukee 
Milwaukee, Sept. 5. 
Chet Boswell, song stylist, returns 
to the airlanes of WTMJ here Sept. 


12, with a twice-a-week schedule 
following a trip east. Bosweli will 
air Tuesday and Thursday aft- 


ernoons. 
Combo of Jack Martin, 
guitarist, 


organist, 
appear with 


area will be offered | 


uf 


a major | 


| 
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Pe commentaries, not so 
because of what was said, but be- 
cause of the manner in which it was 
said. With radio commentators in- 
clined to dramatize 
listeners expecting news dramatiza- 
tion on the air, it is felt that 
war consciousness will be engen- 
dered through use of straight news 
material. 


Canadian-Censorship 


Continued from page 25 


much | 


happenings and | 


less | 


; 


Canada until Parliament meets this 
week affects periodicals as well as 
|radio. No official censorship on 
cables was in effect on Friday (1) 
from Montreal to the continent, but 
it is understood that all such mes. 
sages would be forwarded through 





| England, where they would be read 


Questionable if broadcasters will | 


be able to use many American or in- 
ternational commentaries from now 
or since NBC and CBS do not fur- 
nish names and titles of proposed 
international hookups sufficiently in 
advance for stations to get approval 
from the proper authorities. 

It is understood that in a 
distance phone chat between Her- 
bert Moore, Transradio head, and 
Gladstone Murray, general manager 
of the Canadian Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, impression was given that 
news services such as Transradio 
would not be eliminated from Cana- 
dian broadcasting. 

War Measures Act now in force in 

















SAID GEORGE ROSS IN THE NEW YORK 
WORLD-TELEGRAM THURSDAY, AUGUST 3ist 
















phones! 


came public knowledge. 






THE MAJOR NETWORKS during the tast two weeks have been 
envious of a smaller chain’s scoops in the international situation. The 
lesser station that has carried sensationally exclusive news has been 
WMCA, which has not the extensive access to sources ‘abroad as the 
large etherized networks. Por example, WMCA flashed the British 
Admiralty orders and the secret German naval orders before these be- 
And the story of these exclusives ts this: Sey- 
eral weeks ago the station hired an expert of naval code who stationed 
himself near the short wave receiver of a local morning newspaper. 
secret orders from shore to ship were flashed from England and Ger- 
many he quickly decoded them and rushed his findings to the micro-/|¢} 
WMCA’s rivals had been eager to know.” 


ACTORS’ FIGHT threatens to come to a shows 


As 





by English censors to prevent 
spreading of information calculated 
to be contrary to the interests of the 
nation. 

Radio messages for ships were be- 
ing accepted last week, but only at 
risk of the sender. And ships were 
ordered to give no replies, since that 


, would be a tipoff on their position. 





Orders were received by cable com- 


long | panies that all messages were to be 


written in English or French. 
code or 
accepted. 


Trans-Atlantic telephone conversa- 
tions, either private or commercial, 
were discontinued upon instructions 
from the General Post Office in Eng 
land, which controls the English 
telephone and radio system. Lines 
were available only on government 
business. Impression is that restric- 
tion on Trans-Atlantic phone use 
was due to possibility that code ex- 
pressions by hostile interests might 
be passed along, with censors help- 
less to prevent the use of code talk. 


No 
cipher messages could be 





Crisis Handled Carefully 
Winnipeg, Sept..5 

Unlike American stations, Cana- 
dian stations held off until the last 
minute of the European crisis before 
throwing open their transmitters for 
all night operation and even at the 
last minute some preferred to po 
ahead in the usual way by just sign- 
ing on in the early morning. Rea- 
son for this was believed to be a re- 
sult of accusations thrown around at 
the time of the Munich crisis, when 
some stations stayed on practically 
all night and promptly became 
labelled as ‘alarmists.’ 

While many stations and the net- 
work retained skeleton staffs 
throughout the night, Saturday and 
Sunday nights (2-3) were the first 
during the present upheaval the net 
stayed open all night. As in the past, 
all news programs became availabie 
to all stations, commercials being 
cancelled right across the board, 
with news flashes confined to those 
from the Canadian Press. 

CKY, local government station 
still apparently trying to stear clear 
of the ‘alarmist’ accusation, signed 
off at the usual time Saturday night 


and came back on at 4:00 a.m., CST, 
Sunday (3) to join the net. The 
Richardson transmitter, CJRC, how- 


ever, threw precaution to the winds 


and stayed on throughout the night 
feeding its own Transradio flashes 
The if nothing 


present situation, 


‘Ise, has done more than anything 
lelse to unite the constantly warring 
factions of press and radio in the 
west, with many papers publishing 


special stories on radio news broad- 
casting. The Winnipeg Free Press 
long an enemy of radio news broad- 
casting, has been going overboard 
| lately to plug radio news, daily list 





of events » » » Johannes 
Steel, as usual, impressed with his 
inside knowledge of Germany, on 
WMEA ... The latter station also 





ing all stations, their services and 
times of broadcasting. 



















1er- | added to its record of sensational 
™ ven |crisis scoops by airing an inter- 
- vere | cepted British Admiralty code mes. 
adjsage ordering.the closing of ¢ 
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-/<</9and we respectfully refer you to the FRONT PAGES of the 
following New York newspapers that generously credited WMCA 
for important international news scoops: 


Daily Mirror...August 28 and 30 Herald-Tribune... August 29 
Journal-American ... August 28 Daily News..... August 29 
New York Post... August 29 
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Wax Dominance; Discs Must Improve 





Ry JACK HELLMAN 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Live production is making strong 
peadway in Australia and creating 
real competition for U. S. transcrip- 
tions, according to S. B. Dobbs, man- 
aging director for J. Walter Thomp- 


son ageney in the Antipodes, who is 
here to strengthen the ties between 
the firm’s far Pacific office and the 
iwo Coast strongholds. Quality of 
wax shows shipped Down Under 
must improve in quality if the ex- 
porters hope to continue their domi- 
nation of the Australian radio mar- 
ket, he warned, 

Present lack, he says, is production 
ability. Advertisers have been 
awakened to the efficacy of home 
production, and are all for it if the 
quality of the program is up to plat- 
ter standard. Presently, 90° of the 
country’s airshows emanate from 
iurntables. That figure is being grad- 
ually shaved. 

Biggest problem of the Thompson 
egency is to clear time for transcon- 
jinental programs, Dobbs pointed 
out, as there are no land lines or 
networks available for sponsors 
other than those strung together on 
occasion. Major obstacle is refusal 
of local advertisers to budge from 
peak time in deference to a chain 
program. Broadcasting will continue 
to be stalemated in Aussie, he be- 
lieves, until such a time that a con- 


tinuous frequency On major trans- | 
mitters is made available to adver- | 


lisers. 

A prime favorite in the Antipodes 
is the character team of Dad and 
Dave, transcribed for local spotting. 


Thompson office is bringinZg out un- | 
der Wrigley sponsorship a counter- | 


part of Edgar Bergen’s dummy in 
Dramatie have a 
following and the lanes are 


Ginger serials 


strong 


overrun with them, mostly Ameri- 
can wax imports. 
High budget programs are un- 


known to Australia, declared Dobbs, 
few ever costing over $400. 
staff of eight turn out four 
shows weekly with several more in 
prospect. 


siper, has his news cabled to him | 
day of his broadcast. 
Stations owned, controlled and | 


operated by the government are do- 
ing a good job, Dobbs declared. They 


form the ‘A’ group and accept no ad- | 


vertising, their operation being | 
propped by $4,000,000 take annually | 
from i,066,000 licensed sets. 


commercial transmitters, ‘B’ group, 
are powered at a maximum of 2,000 
watts and carry sponsored programs 
under licensing of postmaster gen- 
eral. 


at the JWT home office in New York 
before sailing home. 


Bell Tel. Gets Okay 
To Use Own Lines 





On Canadian Show 





Montreal, Sept. 5 

Bell Telephone Co. will be per- 
mitted to use its own telephone lines 
in a half-hour weekly network shew 
scheduled to start the second Sun- 
day in November. rnment has 
own system of communications and 
as a rule, private stations applying 
for lines are granted use of the 
Canadian National Railway system 
rather than Bell or 
Pacific. 

The Canadian Broadcasting Cory 
has granted Bell Telephone permis- 
sion to use own lines in linking 
chain of eight selected private sta- 


Gove 


c iene 
Canadiall 


“ions. Bell plans to conduct a male 
choir contest, using choirs recom- 
mended by various music festiva! 


judges in Canada. Program will run 
for 15 weeks, the final show to be 
devoted to selection of winners. 





CFCF Promotions 


Montreal, Sept. 5. 

James A. Shaw, manager of CFCF, 
last week announced series of siaff 
Promotions, 
E. H. Smith was appointed direc- 

of publicity and sales promotion; 
J. M. Humphreys, commerciel direc- 
tor; Herb Hewetson, program direc- 


lor, and H. Gordon Young. 
events 


1 


specia!] 
head. 


4 


Dobbs’ | 
live | 


Hollywood Dick, film gos- | 


The 


Dobbs will pass a couple of weeks | 
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London Calling 


FHF 4444 44444 4444444446464 
London, Aug. 25. 

Judges nominated to select Miss 
Radiolympia 1939 for the radio ex- 
position studied 10 contestants and 
elected the only one who refused to 
sing the show’s theme song. 

Harold Bernes, radio's latest dis- 
covery, signed for 26 weeks with 
Kraft Cheese. Broadcasts to be 
made from Radios Normandy, Lux- 
embourg and Lyons. 





John Corfield, of British National, 
successfully defended an action by 
| radio scripter Ernest Dudley to re- 
strain him from using the titles ‘Mr. 
| Walker Wants to Know’ and ‘What 
| Would You Do, Chums? for a pic- 
| ture Starring Syd Walker: writer 
| claimed both phrases were his brain 
| children. 





| 
| 





RADIO CENSUS 


More Than 9,000,000 Sets Now In 
United Kingdom 


London, Aug. 29. 
Number of registered radio listen- 
ers in U. K. is now for 
above the 9,000,000 mark. 


100 households. 

London area alone has well over 
3,000,000 lic®hsed listeners, and the 
industrial north of England in excess 
of 2,500,000. Figures are compiled 


from G.P.O. register of licenses, 
which are compulsory for all set 
Operators. 





Polish Radio Setup 


Washington, Sept. 5. 
Polish radio system comprises 10 
medium and long-range outlets and 
six short-wave plants, all controlled 





by the government-owned Polish | 


Radio Co., the Commerce Depart- 
ment reported Saturday (2). 
Audience has 1,036,000 sets, all un- 
der license, as of July 1, the largest 
number in the country’s history, 





first time | 
Tally 
reckons out at 72 receivers to every | 





CBC 10% Service Fee on Indie 
Hookups Net Considered Certain 





In Austraiia 





Sydney, Aug. 19. 

Cracks still being made by vari- 
ous Child Welfare Societies at com- 
mercial managements for playing 
‘blood-thunder’ U. S. waxers de- 
signed for kiddie consumption. Say 
government will be approached to 
ban such airings. 





Television will not be possible in 
Australia for at least another ten 
years, say Anzacs coming back from 
U. S. and Europe. Government of- 
ficials stated recently that the cost 
of tele operation was beyond the 
government’s coffers owing to cur- 
rent heavy defense expenditure. 





Adolph Zukor, visiting this coun- 
try, gave a little talk over a com- 
mercial unit about Hollywood. 





Montreal, Sept. 5. 

Following meeting of broadcasters 
in Toronto last week, indie station 
men cling to belief that government 
may not impose 10% service fee on 
private network hookups. 

Indications are that the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. will not deviate 
from its policy of controlling book- 
ing of subsidiary networks. CBC 
officials here stated last week that 
matter of the 10% service fee was 
a minor item which did not really 
enter into determination of general 
policy. 

Government is desirous of estab- 
lishing principle of control over 
subsidiary, or private network 
broadcasting. Private broadcasters 
object to Goverment control of pri- 
vate network hookups on principie. 





Iris Moore, Hollywood femme, do- 
ing a couple of shows for Lux Radio 
theatre. 

















January, 1939. 
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WLW BOONE COUNTY 
ENTERTAINERS AT OHIO 


Eager, enthusiastic audiences indicate a loyal 
friendship with WLW ... and prime reason why 
Boone County Entertainers were asked to appear 
at 38 State and County Fairs in 8 States from 
July 4 through September 15. 


Engagements for these WLW ‘Ambassadors of 
Good Will’ following their ‘‘Fair appearances” 
are scheduling apace, and may easily pass their 
record—averaging 4 engagements a week since 
All this good will for The Nation’s 
Station naturally extends to WLW advertisers. 
To further strengthen this bond of friendly re- 
lations, the WLW announcing and dramatic staffs 
are also available for personal appearances. 


Continuously keeping WLW in personal contact 
with the listening audience on this vast scale is 
an earnest objective with us, a definite advantage 
for every user of 


The Nation's Station 


See the Crosley Building at the New York 


JAMBOREE 
STATE FAIR 





and Don 


Diller, 


the 


Jehnsion, 


Pogue. 





* STARS x 
OF THE JAMBOREE 


Drifting Pioneers . . . Judy 
Dell Sunset Rangers... ..Ozark 
Sweetheart ... Five Novelty 
Aces... Pa and Ma McCor- 
mick ... Kentucky Girls, Jo 
and Alma “ee. Fred Kirby 
White .. 


Girl . . . Tex Owens, Radio’s 
Original Texas Ranger... 
Lafe Harkness, 
Wizard ... Lazy Jim Day, 
Short Creck Philosopher... 
Charlie Wayne ... “Happy 
Hal’? O’Halloran . . . Boss 
The 
Hunter . . 


Poet - Philosopher. 


- Helen 
Cow 


Canadian 


Harmonica 


Old 


. Barton Rees 


Coon 








World's Fair 
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Television Rehearsal Indicates 


Its New Show Biz Technique 





By JACK PULASKI 
Backstage with television is much 


more interesting than what comes 
out on the lid of receiving sets and 


is quite revealing of the difficulties 
surrounding visual broadcasts. It is 
a new technique in 
largely experimental but enthusi- 
astically faced by a group of younger 
showmen engaged by RCA-NBC 
studios. When and if television will 
net a profitable return is anyone's 
guess. It’s all going out and nothing 
coming in, with no estimate of how 
long it will take to place this type 
of performance on a commercial 
basis. 

Last Thursday's (31) afternoon re- 
hearsal of ‘Streets of New York,’ an 
old play, indicated a new high in 
television presentations. It was 
broadcast the same night. Costume 
changes by the cast indicate that the 
usual television dereliction has been 
mastered, although the solution of 
televising in color isn't en hinted 
at as yet. There are space limits, 
but not quite as constricted as gen- 
erally believed. Top height possible 
to lens is seven feet, but from 15 
to 20 feet in width may be used, and 
nearly double that in depth is pos- 
sible under the present set-up. 

There are similarities to studio 
picture shooting in television. Cam- 
eras are similar to sound equip- 
ment, but the rest of the operation 
is different. 
pletely in charge, results depending 
upon him almost entirely. 

Performance is directed from the 
control room, back and above the 
action. Stage is merely the ficor, 
indicated only when the curtain rises 
or falls as ordered by the director 
vorking from script. Everybody ex- 
cept the actors have ear phones, 
orders coming from an engineer 
seated beside the director, four men 
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were 18 in 


_RADIO_ 


the cast, unusual for a 
televised play. Cast also included 
Molly Pearson, John Call, Fredrica 
|Slemons, Tom Gorman Robert 
Lindsay, Clarence R. Chase, Helen 
Edwards, John Ker! Beatrice 
Graham, Lee Parry, Pat Lawrence 


| 


and Madeleine Hooley 


aa | Anton Bundsman was the director 
{When the first rehearsal was over 

| being at control boards. All but the he told the cast to go out in the cor- 
director are silent, save for whis- | ridors and cool oif, partial rehearsals 
pered instructions through chest |then following. Heat of the lamps 
phones to various members of the did not seem to effect the players 
crew below i unduly; in fact, that feature appears 
Three cameras are used, two for to be somewhat exaggerated Im- 


showmanship, | 


The director is com- | 


| 
| 


| 


| telecasting of dramas is feasible be- 


| > re 
} icy Alc 


c'ose-ups and one taking in the en- | 
tire scene, that box being less than | 
two feet back of the others. Di- | 


for camera number one, 
three to register the broadcast, the 

. ‘ 
picture recorded in front of | 


being 


him. while of course what goes on | particularly for stage actors, 
jing to those closely associated with 


below is also before his eyes. 

There are really three reproduc- ! 
tions in the control room. One, 
somewhat blurred, is that which goes | 


on the air. Another is a preview 
picture, that scene which 
low and which is clearer. Third is 


| 
smaller and mostly for a technician | 
! 


| satisfactory. 
rector almost monotonously calls out | the break to players of 
two, or|those with light hair 


provement in lighting, however, will 
help and cold light may prove more 
Lighting so far 
yrunet 
not 


sives 
type, 


register- 


ing as distinctly. 
Televised drama is a field 


accord- 


nev 


the new activity. Radio artists, or 
those from the screen, appear to be 
at some disadvantage. When images 
are larger, probably through screen 


is to fol- | projection, and when the color angle 


is mastered, television will be 
lutionary. Perhaps radical 


revo- 
changes 


who is in charge of the sound effects. will be necessary There must be 
The preview picture is actually a ; Some commercial ry monetary re- 
second televised process, but does ;turn in 6rder to advance the new 
not go on the ether, a channel quite | art, but when that will arrive none 


different being employed. 

One important problem has been 
solved via the preview glass. 
permits selectivity, changes 
made during performance. Director 
must change and delete as the show 
goes on, there being no cutting room 
as in film studios. That means that 
he must think fast to get satisfac- 
tory results. 

$1,000 Per Hour 

Around 11 hours weekly are being 
consumed for actual telecasting pro- 
grams by RCA, at a cost approxi- 
mating $1,000 per hour. Amounts | 
paid the actors are small but defi- | 
nite. There has been no accurate } 
breakdown in some of the other | 
costs because 


| 
the 
also otherwise 





technicians are | 
employed in 


days when a play is telecast, includ- 
ing the day of performance. Dur- 
ing ‘New York’ rehearsal, only one} 


player slipped up in the lines, and | 


' 


then mostly because the prompter 
was not in position | 
RCA staff freely concedes that 


cause of the co-operation of actors | 
and authors. Top salary is $50 per 
player and that includes rehearsals. 
For ‘New York’ the players’ end is 
around $700, moderate perhaps, but 
there is no chance for the studio to 
get any return at this time. Only 
chance for profit to RCA is the sale 
of receiving sets, and comparatively 
being sold because tele- 


| vision is too limited in scope and the 


| sets are costly 
| 














For ‘New York’ a good cast was 
assembled. Play by Dion Boucicault 
| was first presented in 1857 at Wal- 
|lack’s, on lower Broadway. It is a 
| tear-jerker, with villains and heroes 
|all over the set. Some of the leads 


lare recently back from summer 
|stock, which explains the names 
|present. George Coulouris was the 


heavy, a villainous banker who got 


| fices and keep tabs on performances 


ee i ae hake fhe | tion will prove remains to be 
studios. Rehearsals are held on WO | however. 


j}and, because of the present lighting 
| system, some players record better 





—— 





around RCA cares to guess. 


> 





bene Films Use Television 


As a Quick Screen Test 





Preliminary screen tests for talent | 
by television is being considered by | 
eastern film executives. Latter have 
receiving sets in their New York of- 


etherized from Radio City. Idea was 
suggested by Eddie Sobol, stager for 
Max Gordon, who is representing 
him in the RCA-NBC television set- 
up, and it was agreed to by several 
picture heads as a feasible idea 
How effective such talent inspec- 
seen, 
eception is often blurred 


than others. Brunets have a dis- 
tinct advantage. It is possible that 
special makeup will correct that de- 
fect. Stated, however, that television 
is for stage players, which source 
is given particular attention by Hol- 
lywood, rather than radio and other 
entertainment fields 7 








War Worries || 


Continued from page 23 








been in the war a while, advertising 
started to decrease 
Using 1929 as a base (i.e. a3 





an. Ine | 
dex figure of 100), the newspaper | 
lineage figures for the war years | 
were as follows 
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Auto Mfgrs. Eye Spot 
Detroit, Sept. 5 
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| they actually had nothing new 





Wednesday, September 6, 1939 











——=2 











mentators and that if the latter are 


| subjected to censorship and foreign 


office pressure, the American net- 
works might as well pull their men 
off the scenes and limit themselves 
to official communiques broadcast by 
warring governments over their 
shortwave facilities. 

All three networks admit that the 
vein of propaganda has become in- 
creasingly evident in their commen- 
tators’ output during the past week, 
and particularly since the declaration 
of war by England and France Sun- 
day (3), but add that they have each 
impressed upon their foreign staffs 
the need for excerising objectivity. 
CBS states that it is doing all it can 
to avert the airing of inflammatory 
stuff and that the only safe policy 
at this time is to rely on the com- | 
mon sense of its commentators, hop- 


wo 


ing at the same time that no one 
will pull a serious blunder. An ex- | 
ecutive of this same network re-| 


marked Monday that in his opinion | 
the radio imports from Europe will 
in a short time simmer down to of- | 
ficial communiques and to eyewit- 
ness accounts by either staff men on) 
the scene, or persons they bring to 
the mike after their stories have! 
been properly checked. 

The networks also admit that they 
1ave been overdoing the shortwave | 
pickups from abroad, frequently cut- 
ting in their commentators when 
to 





An Exception? 


In his N. Y. Mirror column of 
Monday (4), Nick Kenny, com- 
menting on Fortune's poll of the 
American public’s sources of 
news, stated that the newspa- 
pers’ rating of 68% and radio 
25%, ‘is directly in line with 
your Uncle Nick’s contention 
printed here some time ago.’ He 
adds, ‘No newspaper would last 
a week if it printed the maze 





of hysterical twaddle, conjec- 
ture and rubbish dispensed by 
radio’s excited war commen- 
tators.” Another Hearst radio 
columnist, Dinty Doyle, in the 
N. Y. Journal-American’s issue 
of Tuesday (yesterday) took a 


similar slap at broadcasting 
On page one of the two-star 
final edition of the issue contain- 
ing Kenny’s slap, the Mirror 
played up as its No. 1 item the 
following bulletin: 
‘New York, Sept. 3. 


(UP). 


/its local news department. 


foreign staffs of commentat 


| is Bill Henry, 





National Broadcasting Co 
ported from London tonight that 
the steamer Athenia with 1,400 
passengers aboard was torpedoed 


re<- 


200 miles off the Hebrides Is- 
lands. NBC said...’ 

A general departure noticed 
in the daily press these past few 
days has been the crediting of 
news reports to NBC, CBS or 
MBS radio sources. | 








contribute. All three webs point out 
that this has been largely justitied by 





Webs Curb Coverage 


Continued from page 25 





working on 16-hour shifts. 


NEC is 
the only one that has added 


men to 
Colum. 
has enlarged its Washington 
coverage troupe by five men. 

Only newcomer to the network's 


bia 


ors th 
has captured particular aeanes 
from the trade during the past w aa 
doubling to CBS from 
the Los Angeles Times in London 
During the few days he has been 
on the air, Henry has impressed 
with his keen sense of human inter- 
est values and knack for getting at 
the essentials of a situation and pre. 
senting them simply and laconically 
Henry had gone over on a peace 
mission, the meeting of the Olympics 
Committee in Helsinki, Finland, and 
now finds himself mixed up in gq 
war. His is one of the few ironic 
twists connected with the current 
corps of commentators abroad. 
First member of the commentators 
who reacted to the European scene 
to the point of losing control over 
his emotions was Baukhage, NBC's 
regular Washington commentator. 
The dramatic interlude occurred 
Sunday noon. Baukhage, speaking 
from Berlin, was describing his ob- 
servations about the city on that 
‘sunny day.’ He told of seeing chil- 
dren building castles of rocks and 
feeding the squirrels in the parks, 
utterly oblivious of the horror that 


| was facing them in a few days, if 


not hours, when his normal speak- 
ing voice became clogged with deep 
feeling. His fadeout, ‘Goodbye, you 
lucky Americans,’ was almost a sob 

All three webs went on a 24-hour 
status Friday (1) and remained that 
way until Monday (4). NBC and 
Columbia have been maintaining 
their three-way roundups (London, 


| Paris and Berlin) as a thrice-daily 
| event, while Mutual has been spe- 
|} Cializing 


in bringing in broadcasts, 
with Patrick Maitland as commen. 
tator, from Warsaw. 
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SAVOY PLAZA HOTEL 
New York 


Trent, playing the banker’s design- 
ing daughter, and Joyce Arling, as 
the captain’s daughter 


with ANDRE KOSTELANETZ 
and TONY MARTIN 


carry out current contracts for net- 


, the war coverage. 
work shows, but it’s considered un- 


| big bills piling 


Aside from the 
up on shortwave, 
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MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 





Flect Geo. Marlo as MPCE Prez: 


0’Connor in 


Advisory Capacity 





George Marlo, professional man- 
ager of Crawford Music Corp., has | 
peen elected president of the newly 
organized Music Publishers Contact 
Employees of Greater New York, 
affiliate of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. Move to select) 
Johnny O'Connor, general manager | 
of Words & Music, Inc., for this, 
post was shelved on the suggestion | 
of labor leaders that it would not be | 
proper for the organization to be | 
headed by one who held the status | 
of employer. O'Connor, however, 
will act in an advisory capacity. 

Also elected at a meeting held by , 


the union last Thursday night (31) _ 
were Johnny White, as v.p.; Bob 
Miller, as secretary and treasurer, | 
and the executive-council. Latter | 
consists of Rocco Vocco, Eddie | 
Wolpin, Charlie Warren, Irving 
Tanz, Sammy Smith, Joe Santly, 
Jack McCoy and Henry Katzman. 
Next meeting will be called when, 


the by-laws of the union have been 
drawn up and are ready for adop- 
tion. After that it will be a matter 
of adopting an agreement for sub-| 
mission to the publishers. 

Jack Rosenberg, president of the 
New York musicians’ union, spoke at | 


last Thursday's meeting. O'Connor 
also delivered a pep talk. Only un- 
teward incident occurred when} 


Harry Link, professional ssenneer | 
of Leo Feist, Inc., sought admission | 
to the meeting. He was turned away | 
because he had not become a mem- | 
ber of the union. 

Publishers contact 
dering whether their 


men are won- 
benefit organ- 


ization, Professional Music Men, 
Inc., will be able to exist alongside 
the union. General impression is 


that if the union prevails the PMMI 


will eventually dissolve, with the 
former absorbing all its functions. 
Rocco Voceo is the PMMI's presi- 
dent. | 


BERIGAN'S COIN 


a 


. themselves 


Revamped Schnickelfritz 
Orch Due Back in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Sept. 5 


Freddie Fisher’s revamped Schnick- | 


elfritz band will likely be back at 


|} Old Vienna, downtown dine-dansant, | 


_ following indefinite run by Deacon 
'Moore’s combo, which starts there 
Sept. 7 on heels of 23-day stay by | 
Buddy Fisher’s crew. 

New Schnickelfritzers have been 
rehearsing in WIBA studios, Madi- 
son, Wis., and open Wednesday (6) 
for a week’s engagement at the Ap- 
pleton (Wis.) hotel, then a week of 
one-nighters in that section. 


Former orch disbanded Aug. 14 at 


the conclusion of a record-breaking | 
Four | 


seven-week run at Old Vienna. 
of his old members formed another 
six-man corn outfit and were pro- 
hibited through legal action, insti- 
gated here by Fisher, from styling 
the Original 
fritzers. Court ruling, however, per- 
mits the breakaway boys to use ‘for- 
mer Schnickelfritzers’ in their bill- 
ing, but with type-size limitations. 


‘OHIO BALLROOM LINES 


UP A FLOCK 0’ BANDS 


3. 
kept 


Cleveiand, 
operators 


Sept. 


Ballroom who 


' moths locked in their wallets for last 


two years are letting them and the 
greenbacks loose in going for bigger 
bands to reopen their Charlie 
Horvath, Detroit and Cleveland 
dancery owner, has signed with 
MCA for both Ted Weems and Bob 
Crosby for one-nighters this month 
at his Trianon here. 

Largest rug-cutting emporium in 
northern Ohio, Trianon is unbutton- 


spots. 


ing its season Sept. 9 and 10 with 
Lang Thompson. Stan Woods outfit 
is coniracted for Friday college 
nights starting Sept. 15 and Buddy 
| Rogers is coming in Sept. 16 for a 
quickie before heading for Meyers 
Lake Park in Canton, O. Trianon 


SEIZED FOR | 
PETRILLO 





telegraphic request 
Petrillo, head of the 

the New York mu-| 
sicians union last week sequestered | 
the earnings of Bunny Berigan for | 
his week’s stand at the State thea- 
tre, N.Y. After paying off the band’s | 
musicians and giving Berigan a 
couple hundred dollars, Bill Fein-| 
berg, Local 802 v.p., sent the bal- 
ance to Chicago to cover Petrillo’s | 
claim against the leader for money 
advanced Berigan’s men in that city 
recently. Also taxes due that local. 

Berigan last Thursday (31) filed | 
a petition of bankruptcy in the N.Y. | 
federai court, giving his liabilities as | 
$11,353 and assets, $100. Among the 
creditors were 15 musicians whom 
he owed a total of $4,680, the N.B.I. 
Corp., of 250 West 57th street, $568, 


Acting on 
from James 
Chicago local, 


a 


and the Music Corp. of America, 
$1,500. 
John Wanamaker, New York de- 
partment store, on the same day 
filed a judgment against him for 
$1,054. 


8 Tunes from Unkowns 
Spotted with Publishers 


Cineinnati, Sept. 5. 
In a quickie New York visit last 
week, Josef Cherniavsky, WLW- 
WSAI musical director, planted 


eight tunes between the Mills Music 
Co., and Maurice Baron, Inc. Com- 
posed by hitherto unknown song- 
smiths, the numbers were introduced 
last winter on Cherniavsky’s ‘My 
Lucky Break’ series ‘Crosleyis: 
Station. 

Writers recetved for the air 
shots and will share in royalties on 
Sales of printed copies. One ditty, 


on 


$25 


a All My Dreams.’ Was CO-au- 
edad by two prisoners in the 
chigan penitentiary. Four more 
CCes } 
i ces were optioned by the pub- 
lishers, 
n | 
Salniinmniaes ioe | 
Sigmund Krumgeld scoring ‘Our 
7 feighb OTS, the Ca ters’ al Para- 
mount, 


| following 


calendar also has Vincent Pattie for 
Sept. 22, Jack Teagarden on the next 
night and Jimmy Carroll Sept. 29. 
Cedar Point Park winds up 
first name-band semester, which put 
| park in the black for a change, Fri- 
day (8) with Wayne King. Gene 
Beecher is making third return visit 
to also close Euclid Beach ballroom 
Sept. 17. 


Garland to Cut Discs 
With Woody Herman 


Before she 


goes back to the Coast 
her current dat at the 
Capitol, New York, Judy Garland 
will cut a set of records for Decca 
with the Woody Herman orchestra. 
They'll be made on Herman's next 
recording date, Sept. 11. 

Final selection of tunes she'll 
hasn't been made Herman 
rently at the Glen Island 
Westchester, N 


tae 2 
‘LELAND? SEQUEL 


The Harry iid Heping for 
and Singable Name 


e 


do 
IS Cure- 
Casino, 


Boy 


Memphis 


1s 


Sept. 5. 
‘Sweet Leilani’ gonna have 
little brother, 

Harry Owens, the Honolulu 
maestro who wrote the number 
popularized by Bing Crosby, really 
did it originally in honor of his baby 
girl, now five. 

Now the Owens, 
with their band on the Plantation 
Roof at the Peabody Hotel, are ex- 
pecting another youngster in Oc- 
tober. Betting on a boy, the island 
tunesmith is already casting about 
for ,a suitable name that’s 
able. 


a 


here recently 


also sing- 


. &. Receed’s s 2 Reads 


Joe Glaser of CRA has signed two 


of his bands to record for the new 
United States Record Corp. Roy 
Eldridge and Stuff Smith, former at 
the Arcadia Ballroom, N.Y., and 
Smith opening tomorrow night 
(Thursday) at the Cafe Society, 
N.Y., are the outfits. 
They'll begin recording late 

week. 


Schnickel- | 


its | 


SCAP’s Top August 


American Society of Compos- 
ers, Authors and Publishers has 


|” 
| 
| 
| 


had the biggest August in the 
history of the organization. 
Overall income for the past 
month was about 15% beiter 
than it had been for August, 
1938, 

Increase indicates that com- 
mercial radio was enjoying a 


summer that is bigger than the 
one which prevailed in 1937. 


BAND BOOKERS 
HOLDING IST 
CONFAB 


Newly organized association of 
band bookers will hold its first meet- 
ing tomorrow (Thursday). Bernard 
L. Miller, who will, as head of the 
association, be invested with czar- 
like powers over the trade prac- 
tices of the membership, will at this 











organization, such as the group's 
| name, statement of policy and prin- 
ciples, and the incorporating papers 
for approval. 

Association’s charter members in- 
clude the Music Corp. of America, 
the General Amusement Corp., and 
Consolidated Radio Artists, Inc. 


SPITALNY TURNS DOWN 
PAR’S 3-SHORT OFFER 


Paramount's proffer of a deal to 
make three shorts during the com- 
ing season was turned down by Phil 
Spitalny last week. Offer was made 
by Lou Diamond, who is in charge 
of turning out the one-reelers, fol- 
lowing completion last Wednesday 
(30) of a short by the ‘Hour of 
Charm’ girls. 

Spitalny maintained that it isn't 
possible to get material for more 
than one short a year and he told 
Diamond he feared that any more 
than that would hurt the quality. 
‘Hour of Charm’ one-reeler during 
the past season was named Par's 
best. 

Ted Fio Rito’s crew will 
a short next week for Par, 
Kemp lined up for Oct. 1. 


‘Carlotta Dale Leaves 
Savitt for NBC Berth 


Carlotta Dale, vocalist with Jan 
Sivitt’s orch at the Hotel Lincoln, 
N. Y., left Thursday (31) to accept 
a sustaining warble berth with NBC. 
Network pacted her until May, 1941, 
extending for two years her termer 
with KYW, NBC’s Philly-operated 
outlet, which expired last May. 

Miss Dale is also under three-year 
management contract to Savitt, 
left with his permish. He's seeking 
another girl to fill. 





work in 
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SO 
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Decca Orders WNEW to Stop 
Using Its Discs, Threatens Suit: 
Victor Plans to Enjoin Station 





Stuff Smith Teeing Off 
G.V. Nitery’s Band Policy 


In a quick booking, the Stuff 
Smith orchestra has been signed to 
i tee-off the new band policy at the 
| Cafe Society, Greenwich Village nit- 
j ery. Band goes in tomorrow (Thurs- 
_day) for four weeks. Smith recent- 
| ly left the Edison hotel, N. Y., his 
| first eastern date in some time. 

Band will replace the Frankie 
Newton outfit. 


WAR TO CUT ASCAP’S 





INCOME FROM EUROPE 


General European war is expected 


off all its income from Europe with 


| the exception of the Scandinavian 


' Duchin was 


countries and the Netherlands. 

ASCAP'’s income from the British | 
Isles and France has figured around | 
$250,000 a year. 





2 Ballrooms Close 


Bridgeport, Sept. 5. 
Citv-operated Pleasure Beach ball- 
shuttered Monday (4) after 
best season Spot played 
names avatiable at scales 


room 
in years. 
best gen- 
erally above past tariffs. 

Bob Crosby, 
at 88c. was No. 1 grosser, 


attracting 1.850 payees 


with 


Dorsey drawing 1,600 at same ante, | 


second. Other big pullers were Gene 
Krupa, Larry Clinton, Woody Her- 
man and Charlie Barnet. Charles 


Shribman office booked all Pleasure 
Beach names. 

Roton Point Park, South Norwalk. 
also closed for season. Dancehall 
did moderate biz, but had number | 
of off nights. Guy Lombardo topped | 
season with 1,000 at 99c. and Eddy 
next with slightly less 


+ 
vv 


Jimmy | 


Decca Record Co. has served 
notice on WNEW, N. Y.., that it de- 
sist broadcasting its product by mid- 
night tonight (Wednesday). The 
station was also advised that the 
|manufacturer would bring legal ac- 
tion if it did net immediately drop 
,the inclusion of Decca works from 
|the transcription versions of Martin 
'Block’s Make - Believe - Ballroom. 
which are being offered for national 
sale to advertising agencies. 

WNEW is slated for action from 
still another phonograph record 
/source today. RCA Victor has ar- 
| ranged to serve an injunction on the 
station restraining it from further 
use of its product without permis- 
sion. It is expected that imme- 
diately after the service of this or- 
ider, signatured by Federal Judge 
| Vincent L. Leibell, the station will 
enter into a_ licensing agreement 
|with Victor. The restraining order 


is a sequel to Victor's successful 
,court action against WNEW and 
|Paul Whiteman. If the license is 


,issued to WNEW it will make that 
station the first to be licensed by any 
|phonograph manufacturer. 

Even though Decca proposes to an- 
nounce its licensing policy this week, 
| indications are that the phonograph 
;}companies will withhold taking ac- 
tion against radio stations using their 
| product for at least s!x months. 

At the request of the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters. RCA Viec- 
tor has already extended its dead- 
line for license taking until Dec. 1. 
The covenant which protected the 
broadcasters from suit by Victor had 
been dated to expire Oct. 1. 
| Belief in music publishing circles 
is that Victor, a sister affiliate of 
NBC, and Columbia Phonograph 
Corp., a subsidiary of CBS, will re- 
frain from doing anything to dis- 
tract the NAB while it is engaged in 
building its battlefront on the new 
|ASCAP contract issue. This respite 
may be repeatedly extended until 
the ASCAP situation has been set- 
tled. 


—_—_-———— 


BIG BANDS PUT 


at 75e. 

Ritz ballroom, Bridgeport, teed | 
off °39-"40 semester Sunday (3) with | 
Van Alexander, and follows with | 


Tommy a 10, and Casa 


Loma, Sept. 17. 


Sept. 


Zucker Quits 3 MCA 


Stan Zucker has resigned 
Music Corp. of America. He 


enter the personal manager field. 


Zucker only recently joined MC Al 
after being with Consolidated Radio | 
Artists in New York, and as head of | 
its Chicago office. His duties at MCA 
were to cultivate new outlets for 
MCA bands. 


New Band Wrinkle Is Flying to Dates: 
Goodman, Shaw, Dorsey Take Wing 


Practice of flying to dates seems 
to be spreading among bands. Dur- 
ing the past several weeks, both the 
3enny Goodman and Artie Shaw 
orchs have utilized planes to ad- 
vantage, and Tommy Dorsey expects 
to charter one the end of this week 
to fly his outfit to Toronto for a 


It’s confined 
of course, who 


two-day date there. 
to the bigger outfits, 
can afford it. 

About two 
flew his crew 
making several stops on the way, 
one at Wichita, Kansas, for a one- 
nighter, and others in the east here 
before settling at Atlantic City 
Shaw packed his whole crew into a 
plane at Boston last week and flew 
into New York for a record date at 
Victor and flew back without in- 
terrupting its date at the Ritz-Carlton 
hotel. Without flying it couldn't 
have been done. 

Dorsey is taking time out from his 
location at the Pennsylvania hotel, 
N. Y., to play two days at the Ca- 
nadian Expo, Toronto, Friday and 
Saturday (8-9). He would to 
be away the hotel davs 


from 
;if he went rail. Bob 


Goodman 
Angeles, 


weeks ago 
in from Los 


Ll, 
nave 
three 


by Chester's 


orchestra 
two days 

Buddy Rogers uses a plane on his 

irrent one-nighter tour, but it’s his 
ial crate and a small one. He 
a pilot and each time there's 
a jump to be made he takes one or 
of men with him. They 
draw lots to see who planes to the 
next stand with the boss, 


replaces Dorsey for the 


isées 


two his 


Freudenthal Forms 
Own Music Outfit 


Trensenad sedis. “Music 


Corp. has 
been formed by Josef Freudenthal, 
with headquarters in New York 


Freudenthal was for many years di- 

rector of Benjamin, Rahter & Sim- 

rock, Berlin publishers. 
Transcontinental holds the exclu- 


| sive representation of the Casa Mu- 


sicale Sonzogno catalog of Milan, 
which contains such — ras as 
Cavalleria Rusticana, Pagliacci, Fe- 


dora and Zaza. TMC has also taken 

over the rental library of the orches- 

tral compositions published by Ben- 
n & Rahter. of Be 


IOWA FAIR 46 
IN RED 


from 
will 


Des Moines, Sept. 5 

Name bands as a gate clicker for 
the Iowa State fair are still a ques- 
|tion mark, with final figures ex- 
pected to show the 1939 exposition 
dropped more than $4,000 on its 
dance orchs. 
| The Iowa fair board brought 
Paul Whiteman for three nights, Abe 
|Lyman, Griff Williams and Don 
Bestor and erected a block-long cir- 
cus tent and laid a maple floor for 
the dancers. Whiteman’s best night 
was 2,115 dancers for $1,426 gate. 
Abe Lyman drew 2,928 dancers for 
$1,231 gate. Williams drew $781 
two nights and Bestor $949 fo: 
two shows. 

Total outlay exceeded $10,000 with 


in 


on 
hie 


gate receipts hitting around $6.000. 
Fair officials still think name bands 
helped outside gate, but total ran 


some year. 


32,000 behind last 


Lunceford Thinks Decca 


Owes Him $7,500 More 


Suit of Jimmie Lunceford for $7 
500 against Decca Records, 
revealed in N. Y. supreme court Jast 
week when the plaintiff applied for 


Inec.. w 


2s 


an inspection of Decea’s books and 
records. A hearing on this applica- 
tion will be heard on Sept. 12. 

The orchestra leader claims that 
under two agreements dated Sept. 4, 
1934, and Jan. 2, 1936, he made 12 


and 24 selections with his orchestra 
for Decca. He was to be paid 2¢ a 
record for each double-faced side, 
and Ic a single, 

The 
ence he 
from his 


FScCei ve, 


for 
is the differ- 
ruld e€ 
he die 


amount he eager 
he 


jee Bho what 


claims receiv 


rovalt 
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Wednesday, September ‘46, 1939 








| theatre, Chicago. 


Carl Shreiber, tomorrow (7) till 


week, Pershing B., Chicago 
on Bestor, Sept. 14, Hooperstown 


Gene Kruna, Sept. 15-20, New York | 
World’s Fair. 


Theatre Dates Stymie 
Spitalny, Goodman Subs 








| 90th annual Michigan State Fair here 


able to stay only Friday, Saturday 


day) for three days, to be followed 





had su such representation i in | that city. 


Network Pluss, 


by Ted Weems and Rochester for | 
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} ~~ Band Bookings st Sheet Music Sellers 

POFFFFFFHOSHESCHHHESCHHHEOS (Week ending Sept. 2, 1939) 
Cab Calloway, Oct. 26, Madrid B., | 

Harrisburg, Pa. a cc dins Sia Wee EAE SN SOR SCOT Shapiro 
Ramona, Sept. 14, four weeks, Leon | AR NS i Chie gee dare Jewel 

and Eddie's N. Y. CII A i es tne eek Be ie a Famous 
Lou Breese, week, Ritz-Carlton *Over the Rainbow (‘Wizard of Oz’).............e.s00. Feist 

| Hotel, Boston, opening Friday (8); Diam Wek Fe PEBTIOOIO: 6g nas 0009 000 00 bas ckenadicdeene Santly 

| Sept. 16, Century Country Club, *I Poured My Heart Into a Song (‘Second Fiddle’)..... Berlin 

White Plains, N. Y. SC omeere See Se Be STE noone sadvusaresecavacees Shapiro 
Inkspots, Oct. 20, week, Earle the- SU, ear ern Robbins 

atre, Washington; Oct. 27, week, ee Se ee eis cep ataeeee sete adie Robbins 

Earle theatre, Philadelphia. eg ee ee ee er . Witmark 
Red Nichols, Sept. 10, New Yorker It Makes No Difference Now............ccccececcceces Southern 

hotel. ON ea a i i ea eel Paramount 
Charles Agnew, Sept. 18, Moon- | ee OS ee eee 

light Gardens, Saginaw, Michigan. In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room.. .-Circle 
Ina Ray Hutton, Oct. 13, Oriental I oe eee Eteach ie k sae fas twieaeiie Feist 


*Filmusical. 








On the Upbeat 











Eddie DeLange, Sept. 16, Great 
Bend, Kansas. | 
Duke Ellington, Sept. 8, Johnson Jan Savitt’s crew inked to play the; for a short time this summer, hag 
City, XN. Fy. Ring Dance at Annapolis Naval | reorganized his outfit. New orch is 
Pinky Tomlin, Sept. 13, Reno, Nev.;; Academy next June. He'll leave cur-!| currently in rehearsal. 
| 14, Visalia, Calif.; 17, Balboa, Calif.; rent stand at the Lincoln, N. Y., to} -— 
| 19-21, Phoenix, Ariz,; 22, Tucson. ‘open at the Paramount theatre) Pancho and Adrian Rollini suc- 
Tommy Tucker, Sept. 14, Murray’s, Thanksgiving week. In for two ceed Emile Coleman's orchestra at 
| Tuckahoe, N. Y., indef. |weeks with option for a third, then the Trocadero, opening Sept. 14, 
Benny Goodman, Sept. 15, Shea's going west. |Coleman goes to the Mark Hopkins 
theatre, Buffalo. in San Francisco. 








Jan Garber’s band follows Ted 
Beverly Lewis into Topsy’s, Southgate, Cal. 
Oct. 12. 


Skinnay Ennis, currently at the 
Mark Hopkins hotel, San ¥rancisco, | 
returns to Victor Hugo, 
Hills, Oct. 2 











| 
Gus Arnheim to follow Jimmy Joy | 
at Plantation, Dallas, to be followed 
in turn by Clyde Lucas and Jan 


Shirlee Darling orch signed to play 
in ‘Swanee River’ at 20th-Fox. 











Garber, Kay Kyser. pre-recording for 
At Mich. State Fair - ‘That’s Right, You're Wrong’ at 
Phil Baxter, son of songwriter, pKo. 
Detroit, Sept. 5. opened Wed. (30) at English Vil- | sieacided 
Benny Goodman's orch, subbing lage, Dallas. Dad wrers Piccolo | Eddie South bows into the Blatz 
for Phil Spitalny’s femme band, Pete,’ among others. {Palm Garden, Milwaukee, Sept. 7, 
opened all-star Coliseum show at a ea lfor a six-week stay. 


Pancho’s orch back at Mural Room 
of Baker hotel, 





Dallas, 
last Friday - ), after planing here Jimmy Dorsey returns t } Me adc We 
from Canadian National Expo in To- x i Seep eee 
|ronto, where he played earlier in|, Marry Owens’ band, recently fea- | brook, Ceda1 Grove, N.. as —s Bear 
| < < ie . ates rpakc gel sag 
enie. . tured in San Francisco at the Hotel Six weeks. Jack ——— ‘ i ; sand, 
Sniteinw originally siened _. | St. Francis, is coming back to the currently there, is to be nek ~— 
Spitainy, originally signed to open Coast Se 12. for Ww reeks’, two and half weeks until Sept. 22, 
fair here, was forced to cancel be a Se. Ee, See woe ‘weens p 1, M 
i , was ‘ed to cance >. ‘ Ni : 1 Mine 
Aoredie of theatre commitments stand at the Golden Gate Expo, | then shifting tc sarge Mags ’ oa 
S eat Ss. , : | 7 e » 
Scat. tin tle wer te Const. was Owens will replace Phil Harris. neapolis, opening Sept ANG DE- 
z is S ay rt oast, as 


| tween Teagarden and Dorsey at 








A 6 “°Y | Tommy Williams’ band set in- | Meadowbrook isn’t set. 
and Sunday, fair officials | being definitely at Wilmer Vogt’s Tavern, ea iDOS ; 
forced to bring in Glen Gray’s Casa | managed by Lee Hervey, Jr., at| Eddie Martin orchestra goes into 
Loma band for Labor Day (yester-| yountainhome, Pa. : ws the Arcadia Ballrdom, Detroit, Sept. 
day). | pe 13. Closes an all-summer Great 
Bob Crosby, plus Tony Martin, | Anthony Bennett’s music featured | Lakes boat job Friday (8). 
opened in the Coliseum today (Tues-| jn new sky terrace and lounge at cmoniaal 


Pocono Mountain Inn, Cresco, Pa. Ed Chrysler, of CRA Chicago of- 








: : fice, in town. 

windup of fair next Sunday (10). Al Kavelin and his ‘Cascading | nen 
’ | Chords’ orchestra, who exited the | Benny Goodman, Teddy Wilson 
: | Hotel Biltmore, N. Y., last week, | and Stuff Smith orch will be on tap 
Cole Joins P-P |bow into the Peabody hotel, Mem-|Sept. 12 at the first of Martin 
Bob Cole has joined the Paull-| phis, Sept. 12, for a three-week sesh. | Block’s combo radio swing session 
Pioneer Music Corp. as professional | Combo will air via CBS. jand dance at Manhattan Center, 
eae rt ” Chicago. See New York. Second will likely have 
It’s the first time that the firm has Spud Murphy, arranger who led a| Gene Krupa, Andrews Sisters, 


new band at | the Village Barn, N. ¥. 


SAM. tol AM. 


»| George Hall orch 
Jack Teagarden’s 


gram and dance 


and a group from 
band, Air pro- 
will be separate. 
Louie Armstrong has been offered 
the part of ‘Bottom’ in the contem- 











| Following is a totalization of the 
| NBC (WEAF and WJZ) 
| Monday through Sunday (Aug. 28-S 


, and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from | 


| performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. 


plated musical version of ‘Midsum- 

mer Night’s Dream’ in New York. 
Shep Fields shifts to the Nether- 

land Plaza hotel, Cincinnati, when 


combined plugs of current tunes on 


ept. 3). Total represents accumulated 














) Symbol * | he lls Jew Yorker 
| denotes film song, + legit, all others are pop. ‘oe. A ts a em 
GRAND eer 
TITLE PUBLISHER TOT ; is i 
Over the. Rainbow. ..*Wizard of OZ.........cees Feist ™ “I wong enrogy, 4 tS 
Comes Tove. ..7Yokel ME cau Waka. 5 weed crecauan Chappell Gee 35 H. Weil Music Co. offices in Radio 
eters. ccsss. cee eres Robbins ............. 32 |City, New York, past week. He's 
tvaaus wail une Mandolin................ ee 31 | taken part of Sam Fox Music suite. 
E spec ially . =. Se eee ¢  “SpeeoieeS 29 saNgieeniee 
; Cinderella Stay in My Arm — “Eerie 2 c t avies’ bat *losed its 13th 
Oh You Crazy Moon ms Wi a . A Large ri ; heigl ton — Ms Inn "Sout! - 
| I Poured Heart Into Song.. -*Secon j Fic idle. Ce 26 ee "' “er a ; n, ve will 
EE MT I i ncccceucdnes codes cbscececes ~  Q_ieeheperente: eS a 
| Running Through My Mind. Teer eT Tt Seni: 25 ee Se ay Bis Sy SE ee Pee 
| To You. - Ne a are ..Paramount .......... 24 ae 
A Man and His Dream “*Star Maker...___. ....Santly 22 Larry Clinton has been booked for 
a Aa --Harms SPO Ene ee ene, 22 a third week at the New York Para- 
Moonlight Serenade................... 2 21 mount theatre 
Moon Love. SOMIIGS oo oc vc ccccces 20 cat Dacia —= 
linac ae a: a 20 | pi 
Beer Barrel elke DctecceeeeenBeigt 19| Bob White's new band is set to 
eee ee ee ba 8 ie kl ee eer 19 |succeed Bob Chester's new band at 
as me. - Mol bs ree rey. eee 18 the Van Cleve Hotel, Dayton, Each 
ican Way *Streets o eee: 18 is in for reeks. 
* no ag Soa ngage ee. ee C1 ae ae 16 | ee aren eee 
ee Oe ED MPR. 6 66a + 6k 0.00.0 64 bob 050k hee , 
VE 9" «> pga RRR a RROD Mis LILLIE 16 |g, eddy Pewell’s new band opened 
ee ek cc cbeenecbesececces el aren 15 = Famous Door, N. ¥., last night 
You Taught Me to Love Again...............00. heal panne gates 15 | (Tuesday). 
Are You Havin’ Any Fun? ‘. »TCONGGIS. ni kcis eS eae 14 
oo I gy wend MeN 505444545 abs os cebcseees SUOEEMEL . d0.0 cv'veccau pats 13 
IL 5 inne ou 060. n6e0sc%seedeeoee a Ea at sae 13 i i W 
Ding Dong Witch Is Dead...*Wizard of Oz...... re 13 | Basie Going ost 
I’m Sorry for Myself...*Second Fiddle.......... Pe SEe ire: 13| Count Basie orch takes its first 
a ar OT eee ere eee ee conn peda see) bes oc 12 trip to the Coast next month, where 
ES EET ETT TTT TT eT eee eer eT rer re rere rrr ae! i 
In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room........ REE vvcetsceecsese: 12 | Ad pa - os 7 “4 “- 
Still the Bluebirds Sing...*Star Maker.......... Famous ............. SBF ae ag A oc lp sng A 
CM, IIE ss .6:6'0:0 6 0-6. 65.60.0646 o 010046 006-060 OO See eee 12 Charles Barnet’s crew is currently 
I ood 55 br 565 6 0065 o44055%060 00s eeebe Se eee 11 _there, the band to be held over two 
Old Mill Wheel... cabandah bedhhinendesue sas Da irhhpe de dedc, 11 | weeks until Basie arrives. 
ee MEIER o.oo o:6-8:0.06.6 0004.0 00 0000608 06% ol re 11 i , 
ne SOT CORES UIE ¢ 6.oc nics cep evscvccceescesees Green Bros........ 11 | en eee ae Oe ~ eg 
| Well All Right... OTM: «=a ii inet: @. 3. Sontag (8) in faver © 
Goodnight My Beautiful BOONGOIS. i525 cased Crawford Terett** 39 | Teddy Powell and Frances Faye 
It’s Funny to Everyone But Me..............e06 Witmark 10 Dates are being arranged to split his 
| This Is No Dream ener a ee 10 | Jump to the Coast. 
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{N’s-IATSE Settlement Automatically 
Puts an End to AFA Strike Orders 
Which Crimped Chi, Boston Shows 


With the complete accord reached | 
Sunday (3) between the Associated | 


Actors & Artistes of America and 


the International Alliance of The-| 


atrical State Employes (stagehands), 


the threat of a strike in ali vaudfilm | 


theatres, first raised on Friday (1) in | 


Chicago and Boston, was dissipated. 
Theatre operation and relationship 
with actors and stagehands returned 
to normal on Monday (4), but not 


before the major circuits had been | 
placed in the most serious situation | 


since the White Rats strike of 1916. 

Only two circuits, RKO and Bala- 
ban & Katz (Paramount), were im- 
mediately affected by the George E. 
Browne telegraphic order issued on 
Friday (1) to AFA and IATSE locals 
in Chicago and Boston to immedi- 
ately enforce closed AFA _ closed 
shop in all stage show houses in 
those cities. All acts were notified 
that they would have to show paid- 
up AFA cards, or else, and the the- 
atre operators were told that unless 
they agreed to the closed shop or- 
der, the stagehands and motion pic- 
ture operators would strike. 


Hits Boles, Pitts, Skelton 


AFA-IA fire in Chicago seemed 
especially directed against John 


Boles, ZaSu Pitts and Red Skelton, | 


all appearing at B. & K.’s Chicago 
and all members of the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild, whose executive secre- 
tary, Kenneth Thomson, was so out- 
spokenly in opposition to Ralph 
Whitehead. Strike at this house ap- 
peared a certainty when Miss Pitts 
and Boles refused to become AFA 
members (Skelton already held an 
AFA card, but was reportedly not 
in sympathy with the union’s man- 
agement). B. & K. itself also held 
back signing a closed shop agree- 
ment with the AFA-IA, John Bala- 
ban claiming that such a contract 
would have to be okayed and signa- 


tured by the Paramount h.o. in New 


York. 

Balaban’s answer brought a truce 
so far as the Chicago and State-Lake 
theatres were concerned, but the 
actors were still embroiled. An 
armistice was finally arranged with 


Miss Pitts, Boles and Skelton when 
they signed agreements pledging 


that they would remain in the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. This was 
the first intimation that the IATSE 
was concerned over the possibility 
that the Four A’s would tie up with 
the CIO in the event of a general 
theatrical strike. 

RKO’s Paiace had no performer 
trouble, but Tom Gorman, like Bala- 
ban, referred the AFA-IA to e 
RKO h.o. in New York for a deal on 
a closed shop. Johnny Jones, how- 
ever, of Linick & Schaefer, 
onerator of the Oriental, immedi- 
ately signed the closed-shop 
None of the shows at of 
theatres was disrupted because 
the union matter. 

Slates Forced Out 

_At Keith's Boston, however, 
Situation was different when the 
Slate Bros. (3) left before the sec- 
ond show opening day (Friday) 
rather than with the AFA-IA 
They were temporarily replaced by 
the Four Rozellas, with Raymond 
Pike, juggler, coming in on Satur- 
day to complete the four-day date 
The Slates, who are members of 
both Screen Actors Guild and Ac- 
tors Equity, refused to join the AFA 
in fear that it would hurt their af- 
filiations with the other unions. All 
the other acts on the Keith's show 
either held AFA cards, else 
Signed up. 

As in Chicago, Harry McDonald, 
divisional manager for RKO in Bos- 
ton, informed the AFA-IATSE reps 
that a closed shop deal would have 
to be concluded at the h.o. in New 
York. 

Situation in Chicago and Boston 
resulted in a bad case of jitters 
around the N. Y. offices from Friday 
midnight on for both RKO and Par- 
amount. Major L. E. Thompson, 
RKO exec and labor man, imme- 
diately went into huddles to straight- 
€n out the situation. Meanwhile, 
Bill Howard, RKO booker, flew to 
Boston and made the replacements 
for the Slate Bros. Thompson con- 
tinued his meetings up until Monday, 
breaking up his Labor Day holiday. 


+ 
th 


Jones, 


deal. 
the 
of 


any 


the 


Sing 
ns 


or 


by which time the picture had com- | 


pletely cleared. 

Protective Notices Posted 
n KO, as a protective measure, im- 
stemonn served notice upon the 
Stagehands and musicians that vaude- 


—_—— 





ville would be pulled from all of | 
its theatres open, or expected to} 
open. Besides Chicago and Boston, 
these include the Palace, Cleveland, | 
Colonial, Dayton and Shubert, Cin- 
cinnati. These notices were natural- | 
ly rescinded on Monday. Paramount 
is said to have also served notice of 
discontinuance of stage shows, tak- 
ing in the out of town theatres only 
and not affecting its N. Y. deluxer. 
Strangely enough, the situation 
was wholly confined to Chicago and 
Boston, though George E. Browne, 
IATSE prexy, stated on Friday (1) 
that it would include New York, 
and spread nationally the following 





day. Due to the fact that only Bos- 
ton and Chicago were first hit, | 
Loew's and Warner Bros. were not} 


immediately affected, completely es- | 
caping the threat by the subsequent | 
Four A-IATSE settlement, | 


AGVA's Chi Office Opens 
Chicago, Sept. 5. 

Following wired instructions from 
New York, Leo Curley, AGVA rep | 
here, opened headquarters today | 
(Tuesday ) for the organization in the | 
Woods building. He began at once | 
transferring and issuing new Cards to | 
AFA members, 

Guy Magley, AFA representative | 
here, declared Browne had ‘sold him | 


down the river’ and that he was | 
awaiting further instructions from | 
Whitehead. 





TERPERS TALK 
WAGE. SCALES 
WITHAGVA | 


o— ———e 
Informal discussions on wage 
scales have been held within the 
past week by the newly-organized 
Association of American Baliroom 


Dancers with the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, which the terpers 
have agreed to join in & body. 
Jonas 
want 


yi 
a 


Dancers, according to 

Silverstone, their counsel, 
based on a minimum per per- 
that the two members of a 
team, merely because they are hired 


au” 
scaie 


son, SO 


together, are not paid below the 
minimum that each would get sepa- 
ately. Officials of AGVA concur in 


tnis 


VIeOW 

Ballroom terpers, Silverstone said 
face expenses peculiar to their craft 
and are now too frequently coming 
out in the carmine on pay day. Thus 
the need for their own organization 
to look after their rights. Members 
of the new group have figured out, 
he declared, that laundry, cleaning 
and depreciation on clothing of a 
first-class team amounts to $80 a 
week, 

have 
Kay, 


Organization now said to 
400 members. Edwin Kay, of 
Katya and Kay, is temporary chair- 
man, Other members include Veloz 
and Yolanda. Raye and Naldi, En- 
Novello, Georges and 


1S 


rico and and 


REOPEN INQUEST INTO 
DEATH OF FITZGERALD 


Little Falls, N. Y., Sept. 5. 
Coroner Fred Sabin reopened the 
inquest Wednesday (30) into the 


| death of George Vincent Fitzgerald, 


an actor, who died Aug. 25, to hear 
testimony of Mrs. Nellie Churchill. | 
Mrs. Churchill said she saw James 
Edmondson, also an actor, held on a 
charge of first-degree manslaughter 
in connection with the death, strike 
at Fitzgerald with some object she 
was unable to identify. 

Mrs. Churchill said she was stand- 
ing in the entrance of the hardware 
store when the fight between t 
actors started. 

Testimony was 


he two 


also offered by 
Leroy Brucker, of Utica. Brucker 
said he saw Edmondson strike at 
Fitzgerald's back with his right arm. 
He a white cloth or a 
handkerchief at the time, he said. 


holding 


Wan 


| sicians’ 


ia 


Spitalny Is First Vaude 


In Canton in 5 Years 


Canton, O., Sept. 5. 
First stage show in almost five 
years is due at Loew’s here, Sept. 8, 
when Phil Spitalny’s all-girl orches- 
tra opens a three-day engagement. 
House for the past year and a half 
has been sticking to first run duals, 


Frank Henson, house manager, 
says his theatre had an opportunity 
to get the attraction by splitting a 
week with the Loew house in Akron. 


Whether other stage shows will fol- | 


low Spitalny is still uncertain, 





RKO RETURNING 


TO CLEVELAND 
CINCY VAUDE 


——_—_—_— 


Cleveland, Sept. 5. 

After being vaudless nearly two 
months, RKO Palace here is jump- 
ing back to flesh again Friday (8) 
with Artie Shaw’s orchestra. Under 
new contracts agreed to by Bill 
Finnegan, business agent for stage- 
hands, and Milt Krasny, prez of mu- 
union, house will have 14 
grippers averaging $53 per week per 
man and pit orchestra of 12 under 
Bert Unger. 

On the heels of Artie Shaw, Nat 


| Holt, division manager, is bringing in 


Betty Grable, Rochester and Frankie 
Masters’ band for Sept. 15. Louis 
Armstrong in on docket for Sept. 22, 
John Boles and Nelson’s elephants 
for Sept. 29, while Sammy Kaye, 
a home-town lad, is skedded for his 
initial vaude bow here Oct. 20. 


Cincinnati, Sept. 5. 
The RKO Shubert here will start 


| its vaudfilm season Sept. 15. 


First week's stage show will be 
headed by Jan Garber’s band and 
have Buster West and Lucille Page, 
Three Oxford Boys and Ann 


Brandon, 


Boise Cafe Opens 
Seattle, Sept. 5. 

Ed Fisher, local booker, set the 
opening show at the Country Club, 
Boise, Idaho, last week. 

Al Pierre's band (colored); Leon, 
ventro; Mildred Perlee, acro dancer; 
Barbara Taini, dancer; Sally O’Shea, 
singer; Frankie De Carol, singer, and 
Cookie Cook, m.c., comprise opening 
two-week date. 


Ralph Whitehead, executive secre- 
tary of the American Federation of 
Actors, suffered a mild collapse and 
was confined to his bed all day Mon- 
day (4). Physically weakened by 
weeks of concern over difficulties 
with the Associated Actors and Art- 
istes of America, the breakdown 
came with the news of the settle- 
ment between the Four A’s and the 
International Aljiance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes Stinday (3). 

Whitehead was up and around 
again yesterday (Tuesday), but still 
under a doctor’s care. An AFA coun- 





be concerned with washing up the 
affairs of the AFA, was skedded for 
yesterday, but put over until Wed. 
Council was expected to heed the 
call for dissolution, filed a couple 
of weeks ago by 50 members, which 
will permit a general membership 
meeting to dispose of the AFA’s 
funds at hand. Latter includes 
around $4,000 in Theatre Authority 
and Sophie Tucker Fund relief coin, 
and about $12,000 in Death Benefit 
monies. Little is left, it’s reported, 
of general administrative funds. 
Benefit Coin Up to Members 

| Disposal of the relief and death 
‘benefit monies will be up to the 
membership. The death benefit coin 
| presents a problem, inasmuch as the 
| American Guild of Variety Artists, 





cil meeting, which was primarily to | US . 
| trial, despite settlement of the actor- 


| which was chartered by the Four | 


| A’s to replace the AFA, does not in- 
| tend to have a death benefit fund. 
| Latter, as the AFA worked it, paid 
| $300 to the grtate of any deceased 
| members, tuft every death the 
AFA membBership taxed 25c 
|each. On the basis of say 4,000 
} members, this meant $1.000 taken in 
for every $300 paid out. 
| The Four A’s-1ATSt settlement hit 


was 
Was 


| Whitehead as hard Munich hit 
| Czechoslovakia. It caught him com- 
pieiely by surprise and he and other 


| paid 
| AFA were completely out, even while 
| they were still drawing up plans for 
|an organizational drive. Whitehead 
and others of the AFA, up until the 
bombshell hit them, were secure in 
their thoughts that the IATSE was 
| solidly behind them. 


| Up until early Sunday morning 
Baad : . 

(3), at a time when the Screen Ac- 
j tors Guild and IATSE officia’ on 


Theatre Authority's AFA Hearing 


Perfunctory: 


Although the American Federation 
of Actors is now practi cally defunct 
as a result of being cast off by the 
stagehands’ union, the Theatre Au- 
thority plans to hold its scheduled 
hearing tomorrow (Thursday) of 
charges against the organization. 
However, s figured that the pro- 


ceedings 


“ be purely perfunctory, 
since it is expected that the AFA 
will shortly be disbanded anyway. 

Basis for TA’s case against AFA 
was testimony offered at the Asso- 

at Act & Artistes of America 
hearing of charges against the AFA. 
Included in the testimony which re- 
sulted in the Four A’s revocation of 
the AFA charter, were statements 
that TA money had been used by 
AFA for the running expenses of the 
union. 

Subsequent to the fiiling of TA 
charges against the organization, 


AFA withdrew from TA, refusing to 
stand tria! of the case. At the same 
time. Ralph Whitehead, AFA exec- 
utive-secretary, made accusations 
about alleged misue of funds by TA. 
Alan executive secretary of 
Ti public explanation of 


Corelli, 
made a 


the allegations and went ahead with 
plans to hear the charges against 
AFA, regardless of whether a de- 
fense was offered. TA also named 
committee, composed of Walter 
Vincent, vice-president of the Ac- 
tors’ Fund; Brock Pemberton, offi- 
cial of Stage Relief Fund, an 
| George Buck, of the Catholic Actors’ | 
Guild. to investigate statements 


made about the Authority. The com- 


mittee is expected to report this 
week 

Both Core d officials of the 
F A’s published statements 


Corelli's TA Details 


that the Four A’s is contemplating an 
investigati TA. It 


gation of also 
nied that TA was organized to elimi- 


de- 
ae 


nate or greatly reduce benefits. The 
intention was merely to see that 
actors were saved from playing 


phoney benefits and that a percent- 
age of the proceeds 
benefits went to theatrical charities. 
If actors are asked to appear gratis, 


TA 


of 


the collects 15° of the gross. 
It examines the books of organiza- 
tions holding benefits, checks with 
the New York Welfare Department, 
the Internal Revenue and various: 
charitable organizations, according 
to Corelli. 
25° for Overhead 


Operating expenses of the TA run 
about 25% of the gross, Corelli says, 
explaining that includes rent, sala- 
ries, special fees for checkers, etc. 


His own Salary is $75 a week; I. B. 
Kornblum, TA rep in Los Angeles 
gets $50 a week, and Max Halperin, 
Chicago representative, does the 
work for nothing. Corelli denies 


that anyone is paid bonuses, or any! 


other amounts. 

Regarding the claim that TA rep- 
resentatives frequently fail to pay 
full expenses to acts playing bene- 
fits, Corelli asserts the TA not 
authorized to pay any expenses. He 
says TA never asks people to play 
benefits, explaining that occasion- 
ally sponsors of benefits offer to pay 
‘the expenses of the acts and some- 
times even pay needy acts more 
than they could get for regular club 
dates. He asserts that most com- 
plaints about TA activities come 
from small-time bookers who think 
the Authority deprives them of book- 


ings. 


is 


employees and officials of the | 


bona fide | 


Whitehead to Push $100,000 Suit, 
Based on Defamatory’ Publicity, 
Against 4A’s; Suffers Collapse 





the Coast were concluding the pact 
that dissipated afl threats of a gen- 
eral show biz strike, the AFA offices 
at 1560 Broadway, N. Y., were hum- 
ming with activity. Whitehead had 
even drawn up an adver isement for 
the trade press which, addressed to 
vaude, nitery, legit radio perform- 


ers, called for registration at the 
AFA offices immediately, ‘If You 


Want Work.’ 
Libel Suit 
Libel suit for $100,000, brought by 
Whitehead against eight representa- 


| tives of the Associated Actors & Ar- 


tistes of America, will be pushed to 


stagehand union fight. Since White- 
head was not a party to the peace 
pact, w'shdrawal of the action was 
not part of the agreement. 

Suit, which was begun in New 
York Supreme Court last Thursday 
(31), charged that a publicity re- 
lease issued Aug. 18 in Atlantic City 
by the Four A’s contained ‘false and 
defamatory matter concerning the 
plaintiff.” It names as defendants 
Edward Arnold, Frank Gillmore, 
Kenneth Thomson, Paul Dullzell, 
Emily Holt, Florence Marston, Paul 
Turner, Henry Jaffe and Edward 
Harrison, All but Harrison are offi- 
cials of the Four A’s, which last June 
revoked the AFA charter on charges 
brought against Whitehead’s admin- 
istration. Harrison is th> Four A’s 
press agent who issued the release in 
question, 

Suit specifically charged that the 
release ‘contained the following 
false and defamatory matter; that 
the plaintiff herein has been found 
to be dishonest and unworthy of 
holding a position of trust; that he 
ran his union undemocratically 
through a dummy council; that he 
misapplied funds collected by his 
union, that he lied when he led the 
public to believe that he had 15,000, 
or even 12,000 members; that he 
made false sworn statements to the 
New York City Department of Wel- 
fare and that as a result of false 
sworn statements he faces possible 
prosecution from the Department of 
Welfare, the District Attorney's 
oifice and the Treasury Department 
of the U. S.; that he misused funds 
he collected from the Theatre Au- 
thority, and has repeatedly denied 
relief to needy actors.’ 

The eight defendants are named 
collectively in the action, not indi- 
vidually, so that any damages that 
might be awarded would be borne 
by all. It is figured that if the suit 
is pushed, it will take about two 
years or more to actually come 
trial. Defendants must make 
liminary answer within 20 days 
the time the action was filed, how- 
ever. Abraham J. Halprin, who has 
also been representing Sophie Tuck- 
er, AFA president, and the union in 
the controversy, was the filing at- 
torney. 


VAUDE INTO SPOKANE, 
BUT JUST WEEKENDS 


Spokane, Sept. 5 
Regular vaude staged a comeback 
Friday (1), when the Post Street re- 
sumed weekend stands. 


to 
pre- 
from 





Bert Levy circuit is sending five 
acts every Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. William L. Evans, Post 


Street manager, is putting two indie 
first-runs on same bill. Opening acts 
were Hector and Pals, dog act; Eddie 
Stanley, comic; George Downey, 
cyclist; the Pina troupe of acrobat 
and the Three Dancing Chefs. 


N. Y. Par Sets Durante 
For 2 Weeks in Ocober 


Jimmy Durante is set for his first 
vaude personal in New York in some 
time, at the Paramount, starting Oct. 
4 or 11 for two weeks. He’s currently 
on the Coast. 

Supporting band with Durante 
will be the eight-piece crew of 
Matty Malneck, which will be mak- 
ing its first appearance in the east. 
Malineck has built up quite a rep 
on the Coast, both in radio (Pall 
Mall) and in pictures. His band wili 
be augmented to 14, or more, mu- 
sicians at the Paramount. 

Hal Kemp’s orch follows the Du- 


; 





| rante-Malneck booking at the Par. 
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Michigan, Detroit, Probably Back 
To Vaudhlm; Colonial Opens 17th 


vor mane, -Detis 0 §,.| YIDDISH VAUDE BACK 
ON N. Y.’S EAST SIDE 


United Detroit theatres here, is go-| 
ing into New York for a conference 
After an absence of years, Yiddish 
vaudeville returned to New York's 


with the Paramount home office) 

executives on the mew season’s op- 
East Side last week when Moe Gold- 
man and Jack Rovinger brought in 


erating setup. 
Under particular discussion will 
a show headed by Itzik Feld, com- 
edy star of Yiddish legit, to the 


be the ace Michigan which is a 
cinch to return to a vaudfilm policy | 
in a few weeks. Hudson has been, 
a steady upholder of vaude and he | Clinton theatre. Policy is sched- 
will likely return to Detroit with an | uled to be permanent, at 35¢c top, 
O.K, for attractions at the house. with cheapie pix. 
Shows are being changed weekly, 
shown only over the Friday to Sun- 
day weekend, and will also include 


Anglican standards. Three shows 
Friday and four each on Saturday 
and Sunday is part of the setup. 














Colonial’s Names 

Charles H. Allen has been appoint- | 
ed New York rep for Sol Berns, 
booking the Colonial, Detroit, which 
goes vaudfilm Sept. 17 with a per- 
manent line, Fred Bernard as m.c. 
and band leader. Jack LaRue shifts 
from the Oriental, Chicago, to De- 
troit as the opening name. 

Colonial has been straight sound 
heretofore. 
acts weekly on an elastic budget. 
It's in the downtown zone. 


LORD & 
STEWART 


Tailors of Today— 
And Tomorrow 


dish stage; Patton Sisters, dance 


duo: Jack Stillman’s five-piece band 
(and Yetta Zwerling, Yiddish com- 
' edienne, also from legit. 














Saranac Lake 


By ifeppy Benway 





Pat DiMascio now with local Hotel 
Saranac orch, is baby clothes hunt- 
ing. 

John O'Shea is a newcomer at the 
Will Rogers; ditto for J. A. McCul- 
louch, from the Encore Studio. 

Cliff Farmer, Joe Reynolds, Mar- 
cel Charaphy, Tom Phillips all were 
given their 
made the grade in less than a year. 

Jules Zwilling, Kitty Horan, Jean 
Ryan and Moe Gould all handed O.K. 

| reports. They are looking up time- 
tables. 

William Chase, vaudevillian, shot 
into the Rogers for a check-up. Ditto 
for Henry Makowask, of the Warner 
Bros. h.o. 

John K. Menzies back to Syracuse 
_after a summer’s vacash at Camp 
Dudley. 
| Write to those who are ill. 


LONDON: 19 Albemarle Street 
PICCADILLY, W. 1 


NEW YORK: 660 FIFTH AVENUE 














Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
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go-home papers. All| 





First bill, which bowed Friday theatre, Brooklyn, brings in Sammy'| baseball. 
night and through the holiday week- |Kaye’s orchestra and Bob Dupont. 
end, included, besides Feld, Mischa| Three other Brandt houses in the 

. 3 » 7; P ° . 
and Celia Budkin, also of the Yid-| metropolitan area are included in 


Will play four or five team; Kraft and Dayton, mixed acro | Bronx: Audubon, 





| 





| 
} 


Joe Clymas’ New Unit 
Slightly International 


A.C. Took It on the 
Joe Clymas, of rte vents Pier B.0.s Best; 


troupe, is producing a new unit és _ 
based on the experiences of his trav- Atl ‘ : 

; antic City, Sept. 5. , 
els through the Orient with the A. B. Thie resort's amusement industry | 


— —— f Oriental wardrobe this week will wrap up what is left 
ee ee : 'of a dismal season, save for a few 


: oh > we ( »_ Oo he } . ° | 
and scenery, but general tone of the | \oabends, and lose no time in call- 
revue will be French. 


Figures to be | 
ready for opening late in Septembe 
aches with its ‘Ice Follies,’ starring 


» | ing it quits. 
F Spot which took the worst beating 
Bess Earheart. This season they 
|were all ready to repeat when a 
e }last-minute cancellation threw a 


this season was the Atlantic City 
monkey-wrench into the pie. Too 








Auditorium, Last year the big city- 
owned project gave the _ private 
owned enterprises plenty of head- 





late to look around for anything. 
else, the Auditorium threw in the 


Rotating stage shows on the, midget auto races, which flopped all 
Brandt circuit get under way Sept. | over the place. Then it tried a split- 
15 for six days when the Flatbush | week policy of auto races and indoor 
. This also failed, so lights 
were turned out in a hurry early 
this week to stay dark until the fall 
| football season. 

Globe theatre, with burlesque, is’ 


the vaudfilm setup, the Windsor, | 


Manhattan, and /| taking no chances on Pageant Week 
the Carlton, Jamaica. and is locking up after tonight's 


(Tuesday) performance. Starting off | 
| slow, burlesque picked up the last 
couple of weeks, but not enough to | 


Stage shows open at the Windsor 
and Audubon Sept. 21, the opening 
Flatbush bill going into the Windsor 


and the Audubon getting Jimmy | C°Ver- Theatre will be dark for the 
Dorsey’s orchestra. The Carlton is | Wi"ter. | 
tentatively set to open Sept. 28 Garden Pier, playing road shows, 


also showed its heels to Pageant 
Week, and has pulled down every-| 
thing, going dark over the Labor 
Day holidays. 
, The two piers, Hamid’s Million 

New N. Y. Vaude Spot : 

The Century theatre, in EN Dollar and Steel Pier, took all of the 
New York, gets underway Sept. 15 | holiday business, both spots packing 
with vaudeville, six acts headed by | them in with rs carload of names. 
Belle Baker. Policy of the house | Hamid nee Ae Snawy and his. a 
will be spliteweeks and B films. |chestra as the top card, while Steel 

Moe Goldman and Jack Rovinger | 


Shows will rotate in the following 
order, Flatbush, Windsor, Audubon 
and Carlton. Arthur Fisher is do- 
ing the booking. 





oe ae the house from the ‘DAYTON LOOKS SET 
Ga. Spot Sets Talent FOR A LOT OF FLESH 
Atlanta, Sept. 5. | Dayton, O., Sept. 5. 
Hawkins’ Hangar, nitery opposite | Colonial, closed most of the sum- 


Atlanta’s municipal airport, has put | mer, reopens with vaudfilm on Fri- 
in floor shows, with Betty Blue as|day (8). Bert Wheeler, Rita Rio, 
m.¢, | Louis Armstrong, Gene Krupa, Patsy 

Spot features Jimm: Duffy's orch, | Kelly, Ted Weems, Lottie Mayer's 
with Jimmy Kilpatrick as soloist. | Watercade, Cab Calloway, Nelson's 














MANAGEMENT 


NEW YORK - CHICAGO CLEVELAND. 






FREDERICK BROS. {3 MUSIC CORPORATION 


Elephants and Laurel and Hardy are 
q | attractions booked to date. 

RKO in Cincinnati, via Chicago, 
will route acts playing Cincy, Chi- 
cago and Cleveland to a week at the 
Colonial. 

Burley returns to Dayton after a 
| lapse of several years. Jay Hornick, 
rep: for Izzy Hirst, of Philly, has 
leased the old Lyric and will reseat 
and generally renovate. It is cur- 
rently playing pix under the tag 
Mayfair, managed by Homer Guy. 

Hotels which will have bands and 
talent include the Van Cleve (Hitz), 
which is bringing Bob Chester's 
crew into the Mayfair Room; the 
Biltmore, where Herbie Holmes 
holds forth in the Kittyhawk Room; 
the Miami, which will reopen its 
Silver Forest Room before the end 
of October, and the Lantz Merry- 
Go-Round, which has a local band, 
| Bud Schilling, and a floor show. 





Chin This Year, 


All Spots Trim Nut 


Pier doubled up with Rudy Vallee 
and Tommy Dorsey. 

Steel Pier has the jump on every- 
body next week as the principal 
events of the Atlantic City Pageant 
will be held on the pier. Pier owner 
Frank P. Gravatt was one of the 
prime movers for the restoration of 
the pageant three years ago and is 
reaping in his reward. However, be- 
cause of the threat of an opposition 
pageant from George Hamid, next 
year the beauty-fest will go into the 
Auditorium as a city-run proposition. 

The night spots, which have been 
dying on their feet all summer, are 
folding fast and furious. The larger 
and more stable clubs like the 
Babbette and 500 Club, however, will 
go along for the winter conventions, 
curtailing shows and cutting the nut 
to the bone. Club Nomad, which 
has been presenting a strip-act re- 
vue all summer, will also cut its 
show and stick. 

Hamid’s Pier today (Tuesday) cut 


its Hippodrome, leaving Clyde 
Beatty and his circus and Eddy 
Morgan’s .orch as the headliners. 


Steel Pier will not cut very much 
until Sunday (10). Just what the 
policy will be after that is not 
known. 
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Outstanding Comedy Hit 
of New York World’s Fair 
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DARE 
WAHL 
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AQUACADE 
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VARIETY ARTISTS! 


The Four A’s Dispute With the I.A.T.S.E. Is Settled! 


The American Guild of Variety Artists is the ONLY 
UNION affiliated with the American Federation of Labor 
which has jurisdiction over performers in night clubs, 


vaudeville, presentation houses, circuses, carnivals and 
fairs. 


To Protect Your Contracts and Bargaining Rights 


JOIN AGVA NOW! 


AGVA is sponsored and fully supported by its sister 
unions in the Four A’s—Actors’ Equity, Chorus Equity, 
Screen Actors’ Guild, American Federation of Radio 


Artists, American Guild of Musical Artists and the other 
Four A’s branches. 


It Now Has the Added Support of the LA.T.S.E. 








AFA members with paid-up cards will receive full 
credit in AGVA. 

No initiation fee will be required of AFA members 
in arrears or members of other Four A’s branches 


who join AGVA now. 




















Sign Application Blank at the Nearest AGVA Office 


NEW YORK CITY: 11 W. 42d St. PEnna. 6-3171 CHICAGO: Theatre Authority, 54 W. Randolph St. 
Sign Up At—148 W. 46th St. AFRA, 540 N. Michigan Boulevard 
LOS ANGELES: 6331 Hollywood Boulevard SAN FRANCISCO: 220 Bush St. 


Hillside 5121 Sutter 3196 


AGVA will open offices in other cities immediate) 























-AMERICAN GUILD of VARIETY ARTISTS— 
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Miami 


eady Priming for Winter; 








Gambling Lid Looks Permanent, 


But Strong Summer Augurs Well 


a 


' Arena, N. H., Resuming 





Miami, Sept. 5. 

Well, it’s been a bigger summer 
than Miami and its sister-city over 
the causeways expected, due to an 
unprecedented influx of hot-weather 
vacationists. Too, the extensive 
building operations on the Beach 
have accounted for much of the 
boom business. Some _ $10,000,000 
worth of new hostelries are zoom- 
ing up on the Beach, and the extra 
employment has upped the nitery 
business no little. 

The usual Cuban vacation contin- 
gent crowding the south Beach 
hotels (25,000 natives of rhumba- 
ville estimated to vacation here each | 
summer) and the stenos, trailer-im- 
presarios and the clerks from the 
Carolinas, Georgia and middle 
Florida have never been more pro- 


is 


lifically present. Even the sour- 
pusses and professional calamity- 
eriers anticipate new highs all 


around for the 1939-40 go-round, 
with more bistros functioning than 
ever before, and more real money 
changing hands than Greater Miami 
(Continued on page 41) 


Det. Nitery Biz 
Looks Okay As 
Auto Plants Hum 


——=— 











‘ ° 
Sunday Vaude Poiicy 
New Haven, Sept. 5. 
Arena, local auditorium, brings 
back Sunday vaude starting Sept. 10. 
t had unusual success with ven- 
ture last spring, and will operate 
weekly indefinitely. 
Opening bill is Ted FioRita orch 
plus a stage show. Jimmie Evans 
books the spot. 


PHILLY ARCADIA-INTL. 
BECOMES AN EATERY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 5. 
The Arcadia-International, 
last Jan. 22 





closed 


since by bad biz and | 


{labor troubles, will reopen Oct. 1 as 


a de luxe eatery. 

The restaurant in the basement of 
the central-city Widener building 
will be operated by Samuel Boothby 
Kugler, a member of an old Phila- 
delphia of restaurateurs. | 
Kugler operated a place, fa- 
mous for the quality of its foods, 
at 15th and Chestnut streets, since 
the turn of the century. 

Kugler leased the Arcadia, which 
has been beset by a jinx since pro- 
hibition, for 15 years at an aggregate | 
rental of $500.000, from ths Widener 
Estate. Kugler said the place would 
definitely not be a night club. The 


family 
has 


| only entertainment feature would be 


Detroit, Sept. 5. 

Nitery situash here this fall, at 
least as far as the number of spots 
are concerned, appears the brightest 
in several years, with several new 
clubs and practically all summer- 
closed ones due to open shortly after 
Labor Day. | 

From biz standpoint, coming sea- 
son likewise looms as most cheerful 
since recession set in late 1937. Auto 
plants are humming again as opera- | 
tions start on 1940 models, with pros- | 
pects exceedingly bright for a near- | 
record year in sales, and most na- 


tives have sufficiently recovered 
from strikes, etc. to have a few 
eents for nocturnal entertainment. 


Despite Gov. Dickinson's anti-liquor 
campaign, local nitery operators Ng- 
ure to cash in considerably coming 
season. 

First of the new spots, the Gold 
Cup room in the Whitter hotel, 
opened its doors last weekend coin- 
cident with running of annual Gold 


Cup races here. Will accomodate 
around 100, has small dance floor 
and should draw classy clientele. 


Entertainment will be provided by 
Charles Auld’s Trio, who'll stroll in 
addition to p 
Club Royale, one of the most lux- 
urious nocturnal spots town has had 
in several years, will debut Sept. 14. 
It’s located at Gratiot and Eight Mile 
Road on east side and will have 
around $35.000 worth of decorations. 
Spot is being terraced, giving every 
table complete view of floor show, 
first of which will be headed by 
revue, consisting of eight Parisienne 
Artists Models, the Whitney Wob- 
blers. and an unselected name band. 
Due to reopen this month, or early 
in October, after summer layoff are 
Book-Cadillac’s Casino, Hotel Stat- 
ler’s Terrace Room, Club Commo- 
dore, Plantation, Saks and several 
others. Joe Rines’ band set to 
open the Book Casino Oct. 11, while 
Xavier Cugat is slated to debut the 
Statler Terrace Room Oct. 12. 


is 


Killer Gets Life 
Detroit, Sept. 5. 
John Mohan, 42, who shot and 
killed Helen Chertos, local nitery 
hoofer, on Aug. 9, was sentenced here 
last week to life in Jackson prison. 
Mohan testified that he killed Miss 
Chertos because she had spurned 
him for another man. 
Coo-Coo Starts 
Fort Worth, Sept. 5. 
The Coo-Coo Club, new nitery 
here, opened Thursday (31) on 
suburban site of old Ringside Club. 
Ernie Palmquist’s 12-piece band did 
honors. 
Adds to recent nitery boom here 
and in Dallas. 





jan 


orchestra. Whether 
would be allowed has not 
cided, he said. 

The Arcadia-International was the 
most elaborate night club in the 
city, and was rebuilt in 1934 at a 
cost of $250,009. Bankrollers were a 
group of Main Line bluebloods who 
formed a company headed by Arthur | 
H. Padula, now operating the An- 
chorage on East River Drive, 


dancing 
been de- 





Mich. Nitery Clipped 


Hancock, Mich., Sept. 5. 


Intruders early Thursday (31) 
broke into the swank Golden 
Pheasant night club, jimmied the 


safe and made away with $1,000, the 
nitery’s weekend receipts. 

Club attendants discovered the 
burglarly Liquor and other sup- 
plies were unmolested. 





e015 YEARS AGOce 


(From VARIETY) 











A theatrical branch of the Ku Klux 
Klan had been formed in Chicago. 

A command performance of Eng- 
lish artists was given in New York 
for the Prince of Wales. Lupino 
Lane was in charge of arrangements. 

Although both denied the reports, 
there was every indication that Es- 
telle Taylor, the screen star, and 
Jack Dempsey would wed. 

Feud between 
Keith circuits 
proclaiming 
playing fo 
irom its 


the 
resulted 


Pantages and 
in the latter 
that any of its acts 
Pan would be removed 
‘acts available list.’ 

Jack Lait went from Vartery to 
managing editorship of N. Y. Amer- 


ican. He had been doubling be- 
tween Hearst and this paper right 
along. 





Oliver Morosco entered into a pro- 
ducing arrangement with the Shu- 
berts whereby he was to present six 
new plays during the 1924-25 season 
with their backing. 

Ed Wynn opened at 
Atlantic City, in his 
show, ‘The Grab Bag.’ It was headed 
for Philadelphia before _ settling 
down for a run at the Globe, New 
York. 


the Apollo, 


most costly 


Fritzi Scheff signed for the lead 
singing in ‘No, No, Nanette,’ 
due in York in October. This 
would mark her first appearance in 
a legiter in five years, her last being 

'*Mille. Modiste.® 


role 


New 


| riety 


| buildup 


New Acts 


JOHN GALLUS. 
Marionettes. 
8 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 
With considerable brushing up, this 
turn offers good possibility for hold- 





ing a_ strong’ middle-of-ihe-show 
spot. Corny and tiresome beginning 


will have to be eliminated, however, 
with concentration on the marion- 
ettes. 

Gallus opens with a routine con- 
sisting of balancing a ball on a clari- 
net which he is playing. Inasmuch 
as he is a very mediocre balance art- 
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Night Club Reviews 





CASINA DELLE ROSE 
(ROME) 


Rome, Aug. 25. 


| Dore & Gray Sisters; Meme Bianchi 
Riento; Tina Rossini; 
orch. 


This open-air spot, which is cap- 


Ballet; Duo Montana; Quartet Kal- 
sey; Dese & Attilio; Dante & Rio; catalog routine 


A. Derewitsky 


{ton, Hepburn, Allen. She's 
looking girl, but fails to hold atten. 
tion at any time. Better in a the. 
| atre, but not for this cafe. 
‘ DeAngelo and Porter are 
cal ballroom dance team 
okay and who parade a standard 
without possessing 
that spark that makes an audience 
sit up and take notice. They need 
flair. 
From the Lyman orchestra comes 
Rose Blane, an exuberant vocalist 


a cute 


a typi- 
Who look 


ist and even less imposing as an In- turing plenty of usually skimpy Aug-/ for a trio of tunes on each show 


strumentalist, it gets nowhere. 
Dropping that angle, he produces 
a line of eight dolls which operate 
simultaneously on a series oi strings. 
They perform to perfection, going 
through bumps and a nifty military 
tap routine for good results. Herb. 


BUD HUGHES and PALS 
Magic, Dog Gymnastic. 

6 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y¥. 


Bud Hughes and his two perform- 
ing dogs work like veterans, although 
not listed in Vartery’s files. Hughes 
opens with magic, but his sleight-of- 
hand is subordinated to some amaz- 
ing tricks with his canines. Latter 
grabs the big applause. 

Hughes uses the handkerchief knot 
tying and untiying stunt, the appear- 


-ance of kerchiefs from a sheet of 


blank paper folded into a cone and 
the solid dice with effect. Latter 
serves as the means to bring his first 
dog acrobat into view. Both animals 
go through a routine of balancing on 
their master’s hand, gymnastic bends 


land adagio twirls that bespeak hours 


of painstaking practice. Enough va- 
and skil! here to make 
rate for cafe floors or theatres. 


HOWELL and COLES 
Song, Dance, Patter. 
7 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 
Pair of colored lads, who've been 
around in smaller houses, show rare 


promise with their songs and step- 
ping. Shorter boy strums the uke 
for his own warbling while the 


lankier youth confines his efforts to 
nifty tapstering. One of few colored 
duos able to put over laugh lines and 
make them sound funny. 

Act needs tightening and snappier 
finish. This should not be difficult, 
because they've improved even in 
the last two months. A little more 
on the fast tempo tapping 
by the taller lad should help. Wear. 





Unit Review 








| Artists & Models Revue 


(ORIENTAL, CHI) 


Chicago, Sept. 1. 
Three Jacks, Landre & Verna, 
Tyler Thorne & Post, Paul Robinson, 
Leary & Craven, Andree Fay, Florie 
La Roche; ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th). 


Earl Taylor's unit, two house acts 
and an amateur are a lot of show. 
Unit follows regular formula, but 
outdoes the average one by 
elaborate staging. Producer 
| gone overboard on posing and pa- 
|rade nurnbers, resulting show being 
exceedingly slow in the first half. 
| Lavish opening has Andree Fay in 
la satisfactory acrobatic mumber. 
| Best of the other spectacle is an In- 
dian ensemble in which Landre and 
Verna do a good adagio and come 


back later for another session. Three | 


Jacks help keep pace slow in first 
ihalf with a non-showmanly hand- 
balancing routine. Their stuff is 
okay, but their presentation cer- 
tainly is not. 

Paul Robinson is one of the 
harmonica acts to play here in 
time. Has flash, 
good arrangements. 
and Post, Chicago 
their fifth loop week since first of 
the year—are still socko in their 
| dance routines, especially when they 
go in for comedy. Well dressed and 
over big. 

Leary and Craven are not work- 
|ing as a team here. He devotes his 
/ attention to m.c.ing and she sings in 
her own spot. Leary has improved 
tremendously in last couple of years, 
|and is sock, delivering with show- 


best 
1 long 
stage presence and 

Tyler, 
favorites—this is 





i/manship he hasn’t demonstrated be- | 


fore. As soon as he loses some of 
| his corny mugging, he'll be ready 
for class spots. He has swell ma- 


terial, a good 50% of it being new to 
| this mob, but most of the new stuff 
is too blue, particularly for 
Ruth Craven does a lot of singing, 
and good. A looker, she still needs 
to learn how to walk across a stage, 
however. 

Finale is a_ patriotic 
twirling spectacle, with 


flash 
flags 


baton 
being 


ner of the stage. Stood ’em 
their seats today (Friday). 
Last week’s amateur contest win- 
ner is Florie Ia Roche, a singer. An 
j} announcement that she’s an amateur 


up on 


is superfluous. Her appearance up 
front doesn’t help shows pacing. 
Gold. 


turn | 
Wear. | 


more | 
has 


Thorne | 


kids. | 


raised and dropped from every cor-| 


ust trade, climbs out of the ordinary 
with this show, offering a better bal- 
anced and more varied program than 
hereabouts, 
Meme Bianchi, who sings fair, and 


usual, Two favorites 


Riento, with 

| sketches plenty 
|ghetti side, fill most of the 
jhalf. The customers seem 
|better with each of their 


some good comedy 


heavy on the 


,second nalf is not missed. 


While line of 15 ponies is far be- 


|low what’s usual in American hoof- 
}ing quality, the babes do shake off 


'some of their previous lethargy and | 


ido better in their three offerings. 
| Duo Montana does some easy rope 
| twirling, with the two finally turning 
| to balancing for the payoff. Best of 
| latter comes when man_. balances 
|} himself on one hand atop short pole 
| resting on table while he keeps open 
noose going around with his mouth. 
| Judging from returns, Italian au- 
|diences never spend their vacations 


| on dude ranches. 


spa- 
second 
to warm 
appear- 
j}ances, so the lack of variety in the 


| 


Quartet Kalsey turns out to be a | 


_trio when it comes on the first time 
}in a can-can offering. One tries 
| insert comedy by failing to do most 


to | 


difficult kicks and splits but on the 
minus side, though entirety makes 
good showing with some fast step- 
ping. Program calls for Dese and 
Attilio xylophonists, but only one. 
mallet-wielder shows for the opener. | 
| The two are in a varied offering 


later that is okay. 

Dante and Rio furnish some whole- 
some comedy, Dead panner catches 
plenty of laughs with some boneless 
bends and twists in a 
Slow-motion closer is interesting, and 
they catch one of the best hands of 
the first half and nearly have to do a 
repeater. Quartet Kalsey follows 
with fourth member, a man, to close 
the first bracket. This trip shows 
conventional Russian steps, with 
finale being reverse of the usual as 
huskier of the skirts turn tables and 
| whirls man around the stage. 
| Ponies open second half with flame 
dance that does not carry much heat. 


spring dance 


She’s a good salesman and puts a 
| song over by sheer movement and 
|} punch. Lyman comes through solid. 
ly. His orchestra does a great job 
on the dansapation assignment, giy- 
ing the customers the entire gamut 

of dance rhythms, and doing a 
capable job of handling the entire 
show from the musical end. In ad- 
| dition, Lyman works with Richman 
in several comedy bits that bring 
|} about the only signs of life to the 
' floor show. 

Evans’ production remains on its 
high plane, being especially effective 
with the opening ‘Midnight in a 
| Madhouse’ number and the middle 
waltz routine. Of weaker stuff is 
the rather corney rib of the New 
York World's Fair, with Richman 
introducing various ‘attractions’ of 
the Fair, impersonated by various 
girls in the line, while Lyman, im- 
personating Grover Whalen, parades 
across the stage with successive 
placards, each announcing a further 
cut in admission prices. Gold. 


Cocoanut Grove, N. Y. 
(PARK CENTRAL HOTEL) 


Nat Brusiloff orch 


(8); 
Skeeter Palmer. 


Mara, 


The Park Central further curtails 
its Grove layout with this booking, 


| which replaced Willie Farmer's av- 


erage-size band Wednesday (30). 
Hotel officials have said the spot 
would continue with its name band 


policy, started last season and ended 
recently with Larry Clinton. Small 
floor show was in with Clinton, none 
with Farmer, a semi-name, and none 
with Brusiloff. Officials say they 
had an option on Glenn Miller's 
band but allowed it to lapse. 
Brusiloff leading an unusual 
setup here composed of sax, accor- 


is 


dion, piano, drums, string bass, 
| guitar, vibraharp, vibraphone and 


| leader's 


| Tina Rossini follows to offer a song | 


in English with highly flavored ac-| 


| cent. A few taps follow to take her 
| off for fair returns. She comes back 
|later to do a fast jazz number in 
| 


much less costume to glean better. 


|Gal has showmanship, which ac- 
counts for a lot of the applause. 
Dore and the Gray Sisters, one 


; man-two femmes, offer varied dances 
and vocalizing to fill their two ap- 
pearances. Latter is weak even in 
three-powered volume. Steps are 
better, with some good unison in 
taps, but lifter makes his pickups 
with extreme effort, though he does 
fair job of twirling two at a time. 
Hugo. 


| —_—_———___.. 


CHEZ PAREE, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 1. 
Harry Richman, Abe Lyman orch. 
Ruth Dye, June Lorraine, DeAngelo 
& Porter, Rose Blane, Fred Evans 
Dancers, 





Chez Paree, the town's top nitery, 
reopened last night (31) and is faced 
with following a fast pace set dur- 


| 
‘ 


| 
' 
| 


ing the summer by the Bon Air | 
roaa spot. However, the Chez has | 


in many a year, The only 
spots are the Abe Lyman band and 
the Fred Evans production. For the 
next few weeks the Chez must rel, 
on its excellent past reputation and 
its new and colorful room decor for 
most of its patronage. 
_Richman_ has_ been 
times in the past, but 
| turn is unquestionably his poorest 
excuse for an act His jokes and 
are early Joe Miller and his 
general handling of situations is 
completely unlike the Richman who 
used to have this mob eating out of 
his hand. Richman even tries 
sell some gag about ‘those are not 
statues; they’re WPA workers,” He 
|has been around long enough to 
know better. 


here many 


his current 


gags 


His choice of songs is also doubt- | 


ful showmanship, parading a string 
of oldies starting with ‘Dinah.’ In 
the second show he tried to recap- 
ture the click of ‘The Birth of the 
Blues’ with a new special iyric 


come up with about its worst show | 
bright | 


to | 


} 


| 


item 

| tagged ‘How the First Song Was 
Born.’ It hasn't got it. 

Two single gals and a dance team 


make up the rest of the floor show. 
Ruth Daye is a little tap specialty 
| dancer who was here last with Ted 


Lewis. She hasn’t anything new to 
offer, though her appearance re- | 
mains bright and pleasing. June 


Lorraine doesn’t belong here at all 
| with her inept impersonations 
West, Durante, Barrymore, 


of 
Laugh. ! 


violin. Vibe player alter- 
nates between both instruments. 
Combination has a smooth, likeable 
style with ballads and like tempos 
and plenty of bounce on the jive. In 
the latter, however, the men are in- 
clined to get a little wild. Vibe man 
uses his tappers too heavily in some 
|of these. Brusiloff’s violin neatly fits 
into the scheme of the setup, lending 
itself nicely in either tempo, 

Band does a small show, utilizing 
accordion player Skeeter Palmer for 
vocals. He's fair though the tune he 
used when caught is a bit dated— 
‘Deep Purple.’ Stanley Krell, drum- 
mer, does a vocal occasionally. It’s 
more for laughs than anything else 
as he doesn’t make a serious attempt 
at pops but uses novelties. Saxer is 
brought out for a comedy vocal also 
during the show bit. It’s in the kid- 


die vein and is built around ‘An 
Apple for the Teacher.’ 
Mara has a nice voice but needs 


more rehearsal on pops because of 
her accent. Several of the ones she 
did at this catching were partly un- 
intelligible and she seemed to have 
trouble grasping her cues from the 
band. Also, she’s inclined to sing 
too close to the mike. However, she 
clicks neatly with a Russian number, 





Hawaiian Blue Room 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT, N. QO.) 


New Orleans, Sept. 2 
Ina Ray Hutton orch with Bill 
3arton, Del Rios, Gary Leon & Tut 
Mace, Fritz & Jean Hubert. 


Ina Ray Hutton is just what the 
doctor ordered to divert the minds 
of New Orleanians from state politi- 
cal scandals and the European crisis. 
She gave first nighters in this swank 
spot something to ‘ooh’ and ‘ah’ 
about with her abbreviated gown, 


figure and style of batoning. Miss 
Hutton also m.c.s o.k. 
She contributes several vocals 


which «click, especially her version 
of ‘Rain, Rain, Go Away.’ Her mu- 
sic, too, is danceable. 

Bill Barton, bandsman,_ tenors 
nicely. The Del Rios, two men and 
a honey, make difficult acro feats 
look easy. They contribute several 
turns of note, notably pyramiding, 
with the girl doing a big portion of 
the balancing. 

Gary and Leon, terpers, do 4 
couple of the standard dances and 
then follow with a clickeroo novelty 


that’s a combination of rhumba, 
jitterbug and adagio. Gal is then 
turned loose in sole acro and 10 


fast hula that cops the duke. A 
Fritz and Jean Hubert, drunk act, 
had the first nighters in stitches 
Surprise comes at the end when one 
of team takes off tophat, revealin 
self as a blonde girl. Liuzza. 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Clinton orch with Ford 
Leary, Terry Allen and Mary Du- 
an; John Gallus, Dean Murphy, 
Cass Daley; ‘Star Maker’ (Par), re- 
viewed in VARIETY Aug. 23. 





Larry 





With the strong Larry Clinton ag- 
regation to back up three good spe- 
cialty turns, the Paramount achieves 
a highly entertaining 53-minute lay- 
out this sesh. Only fly in the pie is 
the near brushoff given Clinton's 
music because of the plethora of 
other talent. It’s figured to balance 
the setup and take off the strict jit- 
terbug edge, but the limited oppor- 
tunity given the Clinton crew_ is 
pardly a break for the faithful jive 

n. 

ovith the thought of keeping down 
the swing, after the first few shows, 
Terry Allen, Clinton’s male vocalist, 
was eliminated. With Red Norvo’s 
crew until about six weeks ago, 
Allen was handed only one chorus to 


do at first before being shunted out | 


entirely. Too long a show is the ex- 
planation. 

Band, with its four rhythm men, 
four reeds and half a dozen brasses, 
jn addition to Clinton, is at its peak 
musically. With its abbreviated op- 
portunity to perform, it demon- 
strates none of the sensational ar- 
rangements which shot it to the top, 
but a general solidity which is well 
accepted. Clinton himself hardly 
takes a lick on an instrument. 

Ford Leary, who lays aside his 
trombone to warble, is handed ‘Pa- 
rade of Wooden Soldiers’ as his first 
number. It’s unfortunate. Big and 
brusque looking, the song is not in 
character for him. He comes back 
on his standard rendition of ‘Shad- 
rack,’ Bible in hand, for powerful 
handpatter which Clinton cuts off. 

Clinton, incidentally, is consider- 
ably improved in his handling of the 
reins. He’s more at ease and less 
shy than heretofore. Sense of tim- 
ing is also nice on the applause, 
which keeps the show moving well. 

Mary Dugan, successor to Bea 
Wain, with the femme vocals, is cur- 
rently making her initial theatre ap- 
pearance with the crew. Unavoid- 
able comparison with Miss Wain can 
hardly be favorable, although she’s 
quite a looker. Pipework mediocre 
on ‘Over the Rainbow’ and ‘Hat with 
Cherries.’ 

Of the added acts, Cass Daley is 
given top billing, but the other two 
are acceptable runners-up. Miss 
Daley’s turn is rather standard by 
now, femme warbling and _ tossing 
her torso into eccentric shapes, Lat- 
ter angle steals the palm music 
through most of the act, but her 

Ivey chirping of a specialty num- 
er and ‘Jumpin’ Jive’ is something 
to be heard. 

Dean Murphy’s mimicry, seen be- 
fore in these parts, at the Rainbow 
Room, Rockefeller Center, meshes 
big for the encore-getters, despite 
the fact that the imitation stuff is 
wearing rather thin in light of too- 
frequent repetition. Introduction is 


Z0od and opening with Joe E. Brown | 


is tops. Murphy runs through a wide 
range of characters, keeping them 
short, which is well. Only one which 
is overboard is F.D.R. It’s also in 
bad taste, it and the one on Mrs. 
Roosevelt might well be eliminated. 

John Gallus (New Acts) does a 
fair novelty turn, opening by balanc- 
ing a ball on a clarinet he’s playing 
and winding up more strongly with 
dancing by a line of eight marionet 
dolls. 

B.o. big at last show opening day 
(Wednesday). Herb. 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 
Jack Malerich’s orch (8), Lew 
Brock, Patricia Wynn Dancers (12), 


Kenny & Burke, Geraldine & Joe, | 


Henry Siemon, Stroud Twins; ‘With- 
in the Law’ (M-G), 





For the second time since this 
4,000-seat house reopened nearly two 
months ago it has a name headliner, 
the Stroud Twins. Current layout 
represents the usual generous amount 
of entertainment here for the low 
admission scale. 

Getting the show going, Jack Mal- 
erich’s 18 musicians, on the elevated 
Platform, click with a showy rhap- 
sodic arrangement of ‘Melancholy 
Baby.’ Later, they're on stage for 
the show and their own numbers 
and are clicky, as usual. At the 
console, Malerich simulates 
organ, calliope, Spanish castinets, 
birds whistling and the spoken voice, 
a clever contribution. 

Lew Brock, m.c., 
tells a few funny, although moss- 
grown, gags and stories and serves 
briefly as a stooge in one of the 
acts. For a stage starter, the 12 
Patricia Wynn dancers ‘house line), 
in abbreviated polka dotted skirts 
and blouses, go through a fast, nifty 
Precision routine. 

_ Kenny & Burke perform conven- 
tional feats on the horizontal bars. 
hey’re fast-moving and pleasing. 
— of the male team's comedy biz 
pee ge but the rapid-fire turnovers 
to thy ne somersaults from one bar 

Oo > -* ime 
Bg E ne prove the principal 


Geraldine and Joe, dance team. 


have plenty of ability, but their act 
weds polish. The boy's varied 
somersaults, though, cop applause 


Pay dirt. Geraldine puts over one 


a pipe | 


introes the acts, | 


comedy song about audition troubles, 
tap dances neatly and joins her 
partner for a knockabout burlesque 
| adagio and ballroom number that 
scores laughs. 


| Amateurishness and lack of good 
material handicap Henry Siemon, 
| ventri. 
| sonality and voice. 

| an alphabet recitation by the dummy 
| and a singing stunt, merit praise. 

| In tails and wearing tophats, the 
| Wynn dancers make a natty appear- 
| ance for their second offering. Half 
are in white satin full dress and 
the other six, wearing false faces, 
are clad in conventional black. The 
fast mumber comprises __ kicking, 
rhythmic tap and acrobatics, includ- 
ing leap frog. 

Clarence and Claude Stroud work 
quietly in the comedy fashion that 
won them a following when they ap- 
peared on the Edgar Bergen-Charlie 
McCarthy _ airer. Clarence 
Webster in trying to penetrate the 
comprehension of his characteristic- 
| ally bored, lazy and stupid brother 
foil during the banter. Their gags, 
stories and patter are moderately 
amusing—some of them _ bluishly 
tinged—and they finish with a tap 
dance, For a finale the Wynn dan- 
cers are on again, 

House light at the Friday (1) 
| matinee, the war outbreak shock and 
| State Fair opposition being largely 
to blame. Rees. 


He must develop his per- 








TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 2. 
Paul & Petit, Maidie & Ray, Dick 
Ware, Hank Brown & Vita Carlisle, 
Novaline Payne, Milton Frank, Jack 
Wendover’s orch, house line; ‘I Stole 
a Million’ (U). 





Styled ‘Beach Brevities,’ this 
Tower was nicely paced 
more than half of its 47 minutes at 
the opener, but sagged somewhat at 
the closing. 


Opening is presentation of the line 





|m.c., brings on Paul and Petit. Acro- 
|batic turn by Paul, with slight as- 
|sistance from the femme, features 


handstand balancing on stairs, mono- | 


leycle and rollerskates. Routine is 
'Snappy and fits nicely as an opener. 


Maide and Ray, as modernistic 

cowboy and cowgirl, add rope twirl- 
ing to their tapping and mix bit 
of acro dancing by the girl. Duo reg- 
isters as a novelty turn. ‘Silhouette’ 
|number by the line is backed by the 
lorch and singing of Milton Frank. 
|Ware inserts his single dancing and 
singing turn and then _ introduces 
| Novaline Payne for a song specialty, 
\‘You Made Me Love You.’ Gal 
in need of an extended repertory. 
| Closing are Hank Brown and Vita 
| Carlisle, standard talk, slapstick and 
|; dancing act, which is overboard at 
|15 minutes, 

The Glamour Girls (house line), 
with Ware, terping in front wind up 
the show. 

B. O. suffering from little marquee 
here. Quin, 


CARMAN, PHILLY 


1S 





Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 
Ted Lester, Ward & King, Kimber- 
ly & Page, Kidoodlers (4), Dino 
,Cortese’s orch (10); 
| Europe’ (Col.). 





The show at this uptown theatre 
}is a good buy at the price (26c) and 


|typed right for a nabe audience | 
composed mainly of middle-class | 


millworkers. It has just enough 
roughhouse to please the _  hard- 
working millhands and their ma- 
;Mas. in addition there is usually 


| horseplay for the moppets who com- 
pose a big portion of the audience at 
the show caught (Saturday after- 
noon), 

Show opens with an overture by 
the Cortese crew, composed of mar- 
tial airs in keeping with the times. 
Opener, Ward and King, lead off 
with a fast bit of acrobatic dancing 
and wind up in a blaze of fancy 
juggling, with male member of the 


}act tossing innumberable §fancy- 
colored hoops into the air, rolling 


them off his chin, neck, shoulders, 
etc. 

Ted Lester, who clicked two weeks 
|ago at the downtown Fox, was in 
| the No. 2 spot. Goes over unusually 
well with the kids, who applauded 
| wildly as he reached into his cape 
'for the many types of musical in- 
struments and noise-makers. His 
musical tools range from a pair of 
night club noise-makers to a Rus- 
sian balalaika. 

Kimberly and Page have an act 
that’s reminiscent of the real school 
of vaudeville. They go from the 
saucy in wisecracks, bringing the 
giggles from the married women, to 
slapping each other around to a 
fare-thee-well 
men. 


doodiers, quartet with 5-and-10c 
store musical equipment, giving out 
with plenty of jive plus some corny 





vocal renditions that click. Picture 
appropriately enough was ‘Clouds 
Over Europe (Col). Shal. 


His best bets, | 


ZOes | 


week’s presentation at the reopened | 
through | 


in beach fashion show. Dick Ware, | 


‘Clouds Over | 


spectacular acrobatics, juggling and | 


for benefit of the| 


Winding up the show are the Ki- | 


STRAND, N. Y. 





travelers open on black scrim, with 
line banked on other side in white 
satin gowns. Number, under chang- 


Ozzie Nelson orch with Harriet | ing lights, goes over nicely and gals 


| Hilliard, Roseanne Stevens, 
McCann; Louis Prima, Betty Bruce 
Betiy Lou, Don Cummings; ‘Old 
Maid’ (WB), reviewed in VarIETY 
Aug. 2. 





Lengthy holdover of ‘Old Maid’ 
creates an unuSual set of circum- 
stances. Ozzie Nelson’s orch and an 
entirely new siage show moved in 
Friday (1) to repiace Horace Heidt’s 
_ band, which was at the house during 
| the film’s first three weeks. Nel- 
son’s crew and the show will, in 
jturn, hold over when the film 
| Changes and ‘Dust Be My Destiny’ 
| (WB) comes in Friday (8). 

Show runs slightly under an hour 
and is fairly strong entertainment. 
|Nelson and Harriet Hilliard (Mrs. 
Nelson) are only real _ standouts, 
| however. Louis Prima, given liberal 
| billing, proves disappoiniing, 
| Music of Nelson’s 12-man_ crew, 
| Strictly jive, is very acceptable, but 
| second to the leader, who comes for- 
|ward more as a personality than 
| batoneer. His introductions are 
| good, neatly gagged for laughs. In 
addition he does a nifty vocalizing 
solo on his_ specialty, detailing 
| the trials of a band leader, and gets 
off some neat repartee with Phil 
McCann, from the band. 

Miss Hilliard is sockeroo, in ap- 
pearance, vocalizing and_ selling. 
Demureness and fetching quality of 
her style are plenty evident in a 
nifty arrangement of ‘Comes Love,’ 
‘Kid in the Three-Cornered Pants,’ 
which she practically owns by squat- 
ter rights, and a duo on ‘Two Sleepy 
People’ with Nelson. 

Roseanne Stevens, new femme vo- 
calist with Nelson, dresses up the 
bandstand nicely with her sharp ap- 
pearance and lively action. Unfor- 
tunately, she’s not quite so strong in 
the pipes department, the unfavor- 
able effect being due partially to bad 
choice of a tune. Opens with 
‘Strange Enchantment,’ which is 
too much of a ballad for her jivey 
style. Considerably better and sells 
well on ‘Well, All Right.’ 
| Prima doubles on the trumpet 
from the nearby Hickory House, 
where his band is currently blow- 
ing out the fixtures. His instrumen- 
talizing was strictly second grade, 
not up to his good standard, when 
caught. Does ‘Basin Street Blues’ 
and ‘Tiger Rag.’ Also vocalizes in 
his out-of-breath style, getting 
some nice comedy interpolations. 

Don Cummings, rope - twisting 
patterer, clicks only mildly. 
fair with the lariat, but some of his 
gab is questionable on Broadway, 
containing plenty of corn. Gags are 
ancient. most of them with a blue 
edge which turns out clean enough 
in the end. Personality is okay and 
he would be plenty satisfactory with 
some fresher material. 

Remaining two turns are both 
terp. 
in ‘Boys 
clear-cut 
sold. 
outstanding for their somersaults 
with twists. Adds a neat bit by do- 
ing them fast on a comparatively 
small table. More showmanship is 
needed, however, because, despite 
the quality of the stunts, response is 
rather tepid. Entire show, with ex- 
ception of Prima, is same talent Nel- 
son had with him in this area early 
this year, with little change in ma- 
terial. 

Biz strong when caught Saturday 
afternoon. Herb. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 2. 


| 





from Syracuse,’ does a 


tap 


| Clare & Sana Sisters, Helen Faye, | 


Beauville & Tova, Medley & Duprey, 
16 Roxyettes, Una Cooper; ‘Golden 
Boy’ (Col). 





| Little of everything in this one and 
curious angle is that a heavily male, 
boxing-concious audience accords 
sweet little gal violinist biggest re- 


ception because of ‘Boy’s’ obvious 
influence since its hero fiddles as 
well as slings the gloves. Other | 


novel touch is scooter number done 
by house line (Roxyettes), an- 
nounced as based on idea-winning 
contest conducted by the local News. 
Number is weak and has to be bol- 
stered by an acrobatic dancer, but 
grabbed plenty of space throughout 
| contest, rehearsals and _ ultimate 
| presentation. 
do a scooter number. 

Inspired by sports atmosphere of 


film, show opens on ‘Sports Arena’ | 


drop, with line trouping through 
center entrance with sticks for a tap, 
house not only going for the hoofing 
but also getting kick out of the op- 
eration of the canes-with-seats. 
Drop goes up and gals fall back 
around regulation-sized boxing ring 
with overhead light, two gals in 
corners representing fighters and 
guy as referee. It turns out to be 
Clare and Sana Sisters and makes 
perfect setting for whirlwind skating 
act. 

‘Music Conservatory’ drop comes 
|down and six gals in professional 
garb and = glasses, carrying fiddle 
cases, appear for multiple introduc- 
tion of Helen Faye, violinist in blue 
chiffon and soft curls, who holds ’em 
surprisingly with a couple of classi- 
cals and a sock smile. 
stage and goes into ‘Moon Love’ as 


’ 


in | 


He's | 


Betty Bruce, more recently | 


routine that’s nicely | 
Betty Lou does acros that are | 


New York Roxyettes | 


Walks to side- | 


Phil | fall to back and sides, making room 


‘for Beauville and Tova, dance team. 
| Ballroom waltz is smooth and grace- 
ful, but super-delicacy with tgo-too 
| Scias expressions was too-too much 
for the boys in the balcony at show 
|caught. Same goes for attempt at 
swing steps, but finale, in which guy 
| spins gal on back of his neck without 
holding her was smasheroo and they 
| got two bows. 

Two linegals in gingham playsuits 
| announce ‘anything can happen from 
| here’ and bring in Medley and Du- 

prey. Act, frequently here, socks as 
always with burlesque coloratura by 
the dame, with the ostrich fan; nut 
hoofing by the guy in the battered 
topper, the yank-through-the-cur- 
tain, the phonograph that explodes, 
'the ‘fugitive from an iron lung’ 
| stooge and the latter’s tenoring of 
| ‘Irish Eyes.’ Gals in kid garb take 
| it again on scooters with seats, for- 








mations being too simple, scooting 
too slow and seated tapping too 
awkard. It gets by, but it’s saved 


| by ringing in Una Cooper, clever 
,acro hoofer, who does her 20 one- 
;arm cartwheels as line counts and 
| wins plaudits to close the show. 
Biz oke. Craig. 


Roxy, Salt Lake City 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 5. 
Beebe Randolph, Bobby Pinkus, 
Mae & Fay, Grisha & Brona, St. 
Clair Sisters (4), Billy Floors Orch 
(5); ‘Smiling Along’ (20th) and ‘Trip 
to Paris’ (20th), dual. 








A good-looking blonde with an 
elastic body and spaghetti-like legs 
who didn’t rate a billing on the Roxy 
marquee steals the show from four 
other acts at the burg’s lone vaud- 
filmer. Entire layout of stage and 
screen fare lasts three hours and 15 
minutes, 

Femme, Beebe Randolph, spotted 
in the opening canto, unlimbers a 
unique routine of acro_ terping, 
coupled with ingratiating pantomine, 
that netted her more curtain calls 
than all of the other acts combined. 
Gal’s initial stint, employing a flesh- 
colored fan as a prop for her spritely 
gymnastics, sees her successfully ne- 
gotiate a series of leg splits and back 
flips. Following a _ brief costume 
change, she goes through a program 
of body contortions that smacks 
|freshly of precision and physical 
| grace. 

Bobby Pinkus emcees the pro- 
ceedings in brisk pace, performing 
lably during his solo chores. Bill 
| Floor’s house pitmen (5) handle ‘Es- 
| pecially for You’ in an okay manner 
|in the opener, 

Mae and Fay, mixed team of old- 





sters, manufacture music from a va- | 


|riety of rustic instruments, includ- 
'ing funnels, Swiss and sleigh bells 
and a= specially- built xylophone. 
Femme member of the team handles 
the introductions of specialties and 
also sings. Male’s best efforts re- 
‘vealed in clanging sleigh bells to 
lthe accompaniment of ‘Swanee 
River.’ Combo finish strongly on a 
‘spirited workout of a classic tune on 
| rhythmic wooden strips. 
| Grisha & Brona, femme dancers, 
| provide climax to first half of bill. 
Gals’ bodies sprayed with bronze for 
the turn, which is successful enough. 
The Four St. Clair sisters—Polly, 
Molly, Sally and Sue—not new to 
Salt Lake City flesh patrons. haven’t 
changed their routine since their last 


visit here a year ago, but their 
kaleidoscopic act still clicks. Quar- 
tet, garbed in juve apparel, oven 


with a soft-shoe routine. 
on each sister basks in the limelight 
with a specialty. 
House semi-filled at show caught. 
Guss. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 
John Boles, ZaSu Pitts, Red Skel- 
ton, Gaynor & Ross, Pops & Louie; 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col). 





headliners, two of whom have been 
here before. Remarkable is the really 
tremendous response for John Boles, 


particularly since he’s been out of 
the limelight for some time now, 
without an outstanding picture to| 
|his credit in years. Yet, the teen- 


|}age youngsters are mobbing the stage 
coor this week for Boles’ signature. 
| ZaSu Pitts is rating second attention, 
while Red Skelton follows. 

Boles is singing the same tunes he’s 
| done before. including ‘Rio Rita,’ and 
|winds up with ‘Waiting at the Gate 
‘for Katie.’ 

| Miss Pitts has changed some of her 
material, but it isn’t new. Has been 
heard before, but it nevertheless suf- 
| fices to please this audience. 

Disappointment is Skelton, with his 
motheaten vaude_ routine. The 
douchnut dunking bit, which used to 
,get laughs, failed to connect at all 
| with this audience. 

Pops and Louie (Louie is no 
jlonger with the act) are whirlwind 
| colored hoofers, and very fine. Hard- 
working team socks home plenty of 
'danceology. Pops being particularly 
strong with his dance 
Gaynor and Ross. skaters, 
cleanly some excellent acros. 

Business excellent at the 
show Friday (1). 


deliver 


second 


Gold. 


From then | 


| Old home week here with three | 


acrobatics. | 
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CAPITOL, N. Y 


Judy Garland, Ray Bolger, Bert 
Lahr, The Martins (4), George Stoll 
/orch; ‘Wizard of Oz’ (M-G), re- 
| viewed in VarRIETY Aug. 16, 








_ Necessity of Mickey Rooney's ex- 
iting the Capitol show because of 
| prior commitments on the Coast re- 
| sulted in Bert Lahr and Ray Bolger 
; coming into the lineup last Thurs- 
, day (30) to team with Judy Garland, 
| who holds over from the previous 
two weeks’ engagement. Pic, ‘Wiz- 
ard of Oz,’ continues, the new flesh 
attractions giving the house three 
names from the cast. It’s a socko 
combo for big b.o., latter showing 
renewed vitality opening day. 

Minus Rooney, with whom she 
worked in double harness, Miss Gar- 
land’s routine has been shifted to 
give her a group of vocals on her 
own and an appearance with Lahr 
and Bolger. After a very short in- 
troductory spiel, she does ‘Comes 
Love, ‘F.D.R. Jones’ and ‘Blue 
Evening.’ Edge seems to have worn 
off the p.a. for her somewhat, and 
she’s not quite so strong as in the 
initial weeks. Tendency is to take 
it a little too matter-of-factly. 


Bert Lahr does the ‘Woodman’ 
song he featured in a Broadway 
musical of two seasons back. t’s 
the standard setup with the comic 
in riding breeches and high boots 
and swinging an axe, while he dit- 
ties the tribulations of a lumberjack. 
It’s strong. 

Bolger presents an excellent rou- 
tine. Opens with an eccentric dance 
number, marked by an exceptional 
split, then goes into a satirical po- 
litical speech and winds up with his 
own terp version of the Louis- 
Galento fight. He takes the part of 
both combatants and the referee, all 
in pantomime and plenty good. 

Three princivals finally join on 
the stage and introduce a jitterbug 
number from ‘Oz’ which was left on 
the cutting room floor, repuiedly be- 
cause the film was too long. After 
seeing the trio do it, however, it ap- 
pears there may have been other 
reasons, It’s good, but not up to 
other portions of the film. 

George Stoll, Metro’s musical di- 
rector, continues to baton the band 
on the stage and handle the m.c.ing 
not taken care of by Miss Garland. 
Unfortunately, there is no announce- 
ment concerning the band leader's 
Hollywood origin and nerogatives 
and the audience is left to guess 
who might be the man with the 
shaggy mane and oversize collar. 

The Martins, who were a mixed 
singing octet during the first two 
weeks of the ‘Oz’ engagement, have 
shrunk to four members. They give 
a neat harmony rendition of ‘We're 
| Off to See the Wizard’ from the 
film, making only a brief appearance 
before the mike. Herb. 


STATE, N. Y. 








Harvest Moon’ Ball Winners: 
Margo Sage & John Phillins (all- 
|around champs), Miriam & Clarence 
| Pyne (fox trot), Christine Carol & 
|Frank Farrell (Viennese waltz), 
|Dorothy Campeth & John Sakas 
| (rhumba), Ann Fenchak & William 
| Mack (shag), Connie Hill & Russell 
| Williams (lindyhop); Cappy Barra 
‘Ensemble (7), Ginger Harmon, 
|Three Swifts, Ed Sullivan, Ruby 
| Zwerling’s house orch; ‘Beau Geste’ 


| (Par). 





_—_— —_—- 


A rainy opening day (Thursday) 
and the outbreak of hostilities in 
| Europe on Friday (1), with the lat- 
|ter’s tendency to keep people glued 
to radios for news flashes, took its 
| toll at the State. House has its an- 
nual surefire b.o. attraction, the New 
York Daily News-sponsored Harvest 
Moon Ball dance winners, but the 
biz the first two days was not quite 
up to expectations. 


Proof of this was the switch of the 
schedule of five shows opening day 
to four, necessitating the screening of 
a long and tiring array of shorts to 
| make up the extra time. House at 
the last show Thursday night (31), 
however, was near capacity despite 
the weather, indicating the strong 
pull of the highly publicized amateur 
dancers. Current stage and screen 
combo will stick for the full two 
weeks of its contracted booking and 

biz should maintain a steady pace. 
| Ed Sullivan, former Broadway, 
|and presently Hollywood, columnist 
| for the News, but a temporary fugi- 
tive from the film capital, is m.c.ing, 
a job he has fulfilled every year for 
| the five years’ running of the Hare 
| vest Moon Ball. This time, thouvh, 
| he has eliminated the commentary on 
| a screening of old silent pictures and 
stars. It leaves him without an act 
and strictly as an introer of the Har- 
| vest winners and three added acts, 
| In this he acquits himself creditably. 
| Ruby Zwerline’s house orch is 
| spotted on the stage in the familiar 
| nitery setting, the talent seated at 
| small tables and usuatly cueing the 
| applause. This is just about their 
' only animation when not performing. 
| Not very exciting, but it’s just about 
ithe only type of presentation pos- 








| sible with this tvpe of show. 

| Teeoff act is the Cappy Barra En- 
|! semble. This harmonica group has 
! (Continued on page 41) 
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Strike Solution Heartens Broadway; 
‘Scandals’ Tuneful 286, ‘Hellz Tops, | 9°32: soeveeee. 


$31,000; ‘Paris 


First major worry of the 1939-40 
season was eliminated when the 
threatened actors-stagehands strike | 
was abruptly called off. Some| 
managers consequently have placed | 
shows in rehearsal. The list of new | 
productions at this time is slim, but | 
the season is expected to be late. 


Showmen were encouraged by 
business last week, which continued 
on the upturn until the Labor Day 
exodus, gains in grosses being re- 
corded all along the line. Mon- 
day (4), when nine of the 12 cur- 
rent shows gave holiday matinees. 
there were excellent attendances, 
with the leaders drawing standees. 
That proved there was a jump in the 
number of visitors, verified by the | 
World’s Fair turnstiles, which regis- 
tered the biggest paid Sunday at- 
tendance since opening, count being 
nearly 500,000. Theatre-going may 
have been even stronger but for 
some indecision over the strike. 

‘Scandals,’ the first fall season in- 
comer, had a promising start at the 
Alvin, where takings approximated 
$28,000 last week. This spots the re- 
vue in the runnerup spot to ‘Hellza- 
poppin,’ which clicked for a $31,000 
week. ‘Streets of Paris’ advanced to 
nearly $22,000; ‘Yokel Boy’ is turn- 
ing an operating profit and so is the 
long-staying ‘Pins and Needles.’ 

‘Leave It to Me’ relighted Monday 
night (4) at the Imperial, where it’s 
in for a limited stay. It rounds out 
the list at an even dozen, six of 
which are musicals. 

‘The American Way’ improved | 
about $2,000, to $23,000, at the new | 
$2.20 top. ‘The Philadelphia Story’ | 
climbed to $19,000, its best week in 
some time; ‘No Time for Comedy,’ | 
back on an eight-performance basis, | 
had its best week since it skipped 
Saturdays, with $16,000. ‘Little Foxes’ 
commands goodly takings and is 
slated through the fall. No definite 
openings next week, presentation be- | 
ing a stock revival of ‘Journey’s | 
End,’ at the Empire. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Plymouth 
(47th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Tak- 
ings improved during first four days 
last week, with the gross around $7,- | 
500; best money in some time and | 
provides a profit. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden (51st | 
week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Still the front 
runner; heavy advance sale extends | 
well into October; gross up to $31,-| 
000. 

‘Leave It to Me,’ Imperial (re-| 
sumed engagement) (37th week) (M- | 
1,468-$3.30). After laying off seven | 
weeks, relighted Monday (4); limited | 
date, then to the road. 

‘Ne Time for Cemedy,’ Barrymore | 
(2lst week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). Had | 
been on seven-performance basis (no | 
Saturdays) for some weeks; business | 
up last week. and in eight times | 
rated at $16,000. 

‘Scandals,’ Alvin (2d week) (R-1,-| 
387; $4.40). Starting with $7.70 top | 











debut, first week very good, though | 
| 


somewhat under capacity; estimated 
around $28,000, placing it as runner- 
up to ‘Hellzapoppin.’ 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (12th 
week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Better, and 
looks set well into new season; tak- 
ings quoted close to $22,000. 

‘The American Way,’ Center (28th 


week) (D-3,433; $2.20). Reduced scale | 


upped attendance, particularly for 


the first half: gross for week went to 


around $23,000. 

‘The Little Foxes,’ National (30th 
week) (D-1,164; $3.30). Still faring 
well; last week around $12,000. 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(24th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Straight 
show topper; with few income: 
should continue cleanup; up last 
week, around $19,000. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (300th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Still afte 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ record and may 
turn the trick; some improvement 


with the field last week: over $4,000, | theatre by doing nearly $10,000 last 
‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (10th week) | 


(R-1,107; $3.30). 
prove; has been doing moderately 
well to a profit; rated around $17,000. 
ADDED 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (92d 
week) (R-981; $1.65). New edition 
again announced, to be billed as 1940 
version, with insertion of new num- 
bers; over $7,000, and okay for labor 
unionists’ intimate revue 
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Up, 226, ‘Way 236 


HOWARD’S WIDOW JOIN 
TALKS ON MATE’S PLAY 


Mrs. Sidney Howard, whose hus- 
band’s posthumous play, ‘Madame, 
You Walk?’, will be presented 
by the Playwrights Co., will partici- 
pate in production conferences with 
the other members of the firm. The 
author discussed his plans for the 





show at great length with his wife, | 


and it’s figured her advice will be 
invaluable in staging the production. 

It’s still not settled who'll direct. 
Author was to have done so himself, 
but with his death two weeks ago at 


sought. Robert E. 
back in New York 
from the Coast next weekend, has 
been talking to several directors 
there, while other Playwright mem- 
bers have been trying to line up a 
suitable man in New York. George 
S. Kaufman has been mentioned, but 
he may be too busy with his own 
plans. Elmer Rice, member of the 
Playwrights, is too preoccupied with 
writing his new piay to take the as- 
signment, 

‘Madame’ will go into rehearsal 
Sept. 25 or Oct. 2 for an out-of-town 
tryout 


stager is being 
Sherwood, due 


Closing of 3 Coast 
Lesiters Attributed 
To Short Bankrolls 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
Shoestring-produced legit fared 
past couple of weeks, with three 
closings attributed to short bankrolls 


and public apathy. First to close 
was Dwain Esper’s ‘September 
Morn,’ which shuttered after one 


night at the Hollywood Playhouse. 
‘Thank Your Lucky Stars’ listed four 


days at the Belasco theatre down- 
town and ‘Labor Pains,’ originally 


produced at the Musart under au- 
spices of the Ladies’ Garment Work- 
ers union, finally gave up the ghost 


| after brief moveover to the Mayan. 


‘losing of the Federal Theatre 
Project recently caused incipient 
rush of legit angels. Most promis- 


ing was “Thank Your Lucky Stars,’ | 


produced by Ralph Paonessa at the 
Belasco with Virginia Pine and Eddie 
Gribbon topping cast. 

‘Morn,’ a futile attempt at ‘some- 
thing new,’ lasted one performance, 


| after which Esper made a desperate 


| attempt to keep the Playhouse open 
| by hurriedly booking a screen fea- 


' ° : 

| ture, ‘Marijuana,’ but sexer folded 
| after few days. 

| ‘Labor Pains,” following with- 


drawal of garment union’s sponsor- 
| ship, struggled along on a week-to- 
week basis, but closing was inevi- 
table. 








Continued from page 1! 








group similar 


The 


Kaufman-Hart combo may have in-} 


spired the Playwrights, since they 
have been in on the managerial end 
for several years; with Sam H. 
‘ris and Max Gordon, and the for- 
; mation of a corporation for produc- 
tions would merely place them more 
{firmly in the position of producers. 
If such an enterprise is established, 
Harris will retain his interest as 
, probably would Gordon. 

| Possible that other writers would 
be attracted to the new group, if 


formed, which would vie with the 
Playwrights. Latter is also said to 
have silent Broadway managerial 


participation. Hart may have 
changed his stance in regard to tak- 
|ing ‘pieces’ of productions for when 
| ‘Sing Out the News’ ended plenty in 
jthe red last season he declared he 
}was through with that end. Both 
jhe and Kaufman were in. But beth 
did very well for themselves with a 
share of ‘You Can't Take It With 
|} You’ and ‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ to 





the Harris banner. 

Currently the most successful ac- 
tor-managerial tieup is that of Olsen 
and Johnson and the Shuberts. They 
are cleaning up with ‘Hellzapoppin,’ 
fin which the duo appears, and ‘The 
Streets of Paris,” which the comics 
and the showmen own a_ 50-50 
basis. 

Young Writers 

With the leading dramatists trend- 
ing to combinations, it is natural for 
younger authors to similarly form 
| groups. Known that the Dramatists 
Guild has encouraged such activity 
among its membership. That, partly, 
is in answer to complaints from new 
authors that their scripts cannot get 
the managerial nod in 
with established playwrights 

Depsite the complaints, there is 








}ing attention to all scripts that are 
sent them with any sort of 
| mendation. 

In support of that, the Dramatists 
}Guild has further advised its mem- 
bership that if the play brokers are 


|}not giving them productive service, 


recom- 


| quite badly in the local area during |then the go-betweeners are losing 


; well go out and raise the coin and 
|produce oii their own. Little fel- 
| lows are also encouraged by the fact 
that plays which got scant attention 
when shown on Broadway developed 
| into grade-A pictures. 
| Opens in H’ford Sept. 23 
Hartford, Sept. 5 
Moss Hart-George S. Kauf- 
man play, ‘The Man Who Came to 
/ Dinner,’ will be preemed at the 
| Bushnell Memorial Saturday (23), 
| management of house has announced 


| New 


| 


Dramatists Look Ahead 
Boston, Sept. 5. 
With the tag end of the season, a 
| Survey shows that more authors this 
|; summer bankrolled or helped bank- 
roll their own play productions in 


| 
| 


the New England strawhats than 
|ever before. Idea was that. as co- 
| manager or backer, the dramatist | 


| his play to greater advantage. 


Dramatists deemed this a good in- | 


vestment fo 
poses, 
| 


| Cornell, 


‘Angel’ Dates 


| Hike Seattle’s Chances’ 


Seattle, Sept. 5 
} Most active legit -ason in. 


r4 7 . 5 ] | YCars 
Horton- Springtime Top | the outlook fo Seatile, with the 
| Metropolitan housing the shows 
Maplewood Mark 10 Katharine Cornell is booked in ‘No 

b] i Time for Comedy’ for three day 
} =e | Dec. 25-27; Dennis King and Vivi- 
Maplewood, N. J., Sept. 5. |enne Siegel in ‘Married an Angel.’ 
Edward Everett Horton in ‘Spring- | Feb. 6-8, topping the list 
t > for Henry’ broke the records at |! Sked also includes Eva Le Galli- 

|the McCoy-Alexander Maplewood lenne in ‘Master } 


week, 


;room at every performance. 
Cheaper the 


seats at 


ones at the evening 


Coast FMP Takes Over 


| FTP Sked, Sets ‘Prince’ | ae 


with a special matinee thrown 


matinees, 
which sell for 25c, and the cheaper | 
performances, 
55c, were eliminated during the date. 


suilder,’ Jan. 11-12; 


| 


| 2; Jackie Coogan and Mary Brian | 


| in ‘What a Life” Feb, 92.24. 3 
nore Ulrich in ‘Little Foxes.’ 
14-16. 


2 Hold Their Hats 


nd Le- 


March 


Hay iim Sent 5 


Har-. 
| 


|mention two of their winners, under 
his Tyringham, Mass., farm, another | . | 


competition | 


| little doubt that producers are giv- | 


would have a better say in mounting | 


OdViOUS showcase pur- | 


in ‘Hedda Gabler.’ Jan. 13; Eric Lin- 


neta damier ten. |in Friday (1). Capacity and standing | den in ‘Golden Boy,’ Nov. 3 to Dec. 


Wed 
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Managerial Fault Frisco Skids; ‘Cavalcade Off to MC. 


! 


| 


ne —— 


— Folies’ $28,000, ‘Cargo’ Nice $4500 





‘CHILDREN’ OK $9,500 
IN 17TH CHI WEEK 


| Chicago, Sept. 5. 
The John Barrymore show is still 
jthe only legit presentation in town, 
‘with ‘My Dear Children’ continuing 
to pound out a steady high profit. 
| Nothing in the offing for other 
jtheatres until late this month, the 
first item likely to be ‘White Steed,’ 
|; which will go into the Harris, in- 
| Stead of the Selwyn, due to the occu- 
/pancy of the latter by ‘Children.’ 
Estimate for Last Week 


Refunds were made on ‘Children’ 
for all performances over the week- 
end, which included Saturday mat- 
inee and night, Monday matinee and 
(night. There is no Sunday show. 


! 
| 


| 
| 
j 
| 


Tuesday was still a question at press | 


time. Barrymore has an ulcerated 


tooth. 


|; week) (1,000; $2.75). Still far up in 
| the coin, Again nifty at better than 
| $9,500. 


ee 


20 YEARS TO THE DAY 


Gillmore Reminded of FEquity’s 
Strike—Letters of Thanks 

In case he’d forgotten it, the Equity 

council yesterday (Tuesday) sent a 








| president, reminding him that just 20 
years ago today (Wednesday) the 
actors’ strike against the Broadway 


managers was settled. Gillmore, who | 


before assuming the Four A’s post 
{was for many years president of 
| Equity, was one of the leaders of the 
strike. 

The association’s council also voted 
to thank Ralph Morgan, SAG pres!i- 
|dent, and Kenneth Thomson, execu- 


tive-secretary, for their part in set- | 


tling the recent dispute with the 
|stagehands’ union and averting a 
general strike in the entertainment 
industry. A wire was likewise sent 
to Matthew Woll, American Federa- 


efforts to bring the opposing union 
heads together. 

| Equiy’s first quarterly meeting of 
ithe season will be held Sept. 29 at 
ithe Astor hotel, N. Y., the council 
| decided. 


‘Elitch’s ‘Springtime’ 
Okay $7,000 in Finale 


i 
Denver. Sept. §. 
Closing the season with ‘Spring- 
time for Henry,’ the Elitch summer 


| theatre had its third best gross for 
|the 10-week season last week 
ald Woods 
| the leads, 
| director. 

j}turned in by and 


‘Susan God’: 


| ‘Whiteoaks’ was second with $7,100. | 


Estimate for Last Week 

‘Springtime for Henry,’ 
(1,525; $1.25)—With four 
| the gross was $7,000. 


Ralston- Susan’ 43G 


Brooklyn, Sept. 5 


Elitch 


sellouts, 


at the Brigton received first-rate 
press notices and drew 
ling at all performances 
Current is ‘Burlesque,’ with Gypsy 
se Lee and Cuy Robertson 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Susan and God,’ Brighton (1.400 
($1). Former picture name, Miss Ral- 
ton clicked in this opus: good $4,509 


‘Road’ 17G, Seattle 


Seattle, Sept. 5. 


Ri 


| to chalk up another substantial gross 
last week. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Tobacco Road,’ 
(1,439; $1.73). 
lead role, clicked with walloping 
$17,000. Wound up 11-performance 
|; week with midnight show Saturday 
(2). 


Woodward’s Coast Deal 


a 


‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (i7th | 


letter to Frank Gillmore, Four A’s | 


: ‘ ition of Labor vice-president, for his | 
‘their value and they may just as| U0" Of Lé 


Don- |} 
and Jane Wyatt carried! 
with George Somnes as} 
The best gross, $7,500, was | 


Esther Ralston in ‘Susan and God’ | 


strong palm- | 


‘Tobacco Road’ returned to Seattle | 


Metropolitan | 
With John Barton in! 


—— 


_ ., San Francisco, Sept. 5. 
|. Legit biz has held up very weil 
‘here considering the fact that many 
seemed to be sitting around the radig 
| listening to the war broadcasts. 
| Although ‘Cavalcade of Golden 
West’ fell several grand short of the 
$38,000 it hit in its 27th week at the 
Golden Gate exposition last week 
the big outdoor spectacle managed to 
show a big profit. ‘Cavalcade’ is 
playing considerably to travel trade, 
and inasmuch as September and Oc- 
tober are two of the best convention 
months here, things still look plenty 
rosy for the show. 
‘Folies Bergere’ 
than ‘Cavalcade.’ 
still going strong. 
‘Swing Mikado’ 
Geary, where it completed four 
weeks Saturday (2). Paul Posz has 
booked the former Federal Theatre 
Project production for a series out- 
of-town dates which will keep the 
company on the road for about 20 
| weeks. ‘White Cargo’ reservations 
were sufficiently good to keep things 
humming at the Alcazar last week, 
ihe third for this oldie revival. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Swing Mikado,’ Geary (4th-final 
week) (1,550; $2.20). Biz fell off con- 
siderably last week when war news 
' started breaking. Company has been 
streamlined for road tour, which will 
|start in San Jose, Cal., Sept. 18. Show 
| will carry around 75 people, instead 
'of the 100 that it had when first 
| opened at the Geary. Final week's 
|} take came to $8,000, fair, everything 
; considered. 
REVIVAL 
| 
| 








was hit harder 
However, show is 


folded at the 





‘White Cargo,’ Alcazar (3d week) 
(1,250; $1.10). 
jin. Last week hit 
| profitable. 

TREASURE ISLAND 
| ‘Cavaleade of Golden West,’ Cavai- 
}cade (28th week) (7,000; $1.10). Two 
|} thousand extra seats have been 
added to take care of the crowds at 
the 7:30 p.m. show, which has been 
playing to overflow biz. Last week 
managed socko $34,000. 

‘Folies Bergere,’ California 
{torium (4th week) (3.300; 75c). Suc- 
leess of the Clifford C. Fischer girt 
i shows on the Island has been amaz- 
|ing. Dropped in take last week but 
copped hefty $28,000. 


Still dragging them 
around $4,500, 


Audi- 


‘Jive ‘Mikado,’ Cooled 
By Heat, $6,000 in L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5 
El Capitan, Hollywood, with ‘The 
Mikado—in Swing’ in fifth and final 
week, had things to itself over week- 


end. With the Biltmore dark, and 
Belasco and Mayan folding aftet 
brief interludes, legit customers had 


| little choice other than attending the 
|all-Negro musical on Hollywood 
boulevard. Opus has had _ fairty 
| healthy run. 
Estimate for Last week 

‘The Mikado—In Swing,’ El Capi- 
tan, Hollywood (5th-final week? 
(M-1,465; $1.65). Hot weather cut in 
during past stanza, with 
; around $6,000 in the coffers. 


| 


| heavily 


Future Plays 


‘All Off,” musical inspired by the 
| life of Maurice, the dancer, is an- 
|nounced as Lew Brown's second pro- 
duction of the season. Brown 1s 
| working on the book with John Cecil 
| Holm and will assist Charles Tobias 
| with the music as well. Hollywood 
names are being sought as princi- 
pals and an opening around Thanks- 


} giving Day is planned. 
‘Uncle Harry,’ by Thomas Job 
concerning a man whose confession 


| to a murder is disbelieved, has been 
acquired by Robert MV lford, formet 
company manager for Max G yrdon, 

| Although Gladys Cooper has been 


| talked of for the lead, no date is 
mentioned for the preem. 

‘Sea Dogs,’ a first play by Wilson 
| Starbuck dealing with a freighter’s 
voyage, is skedded for October pro- 


duction by Clarence Taylor. An alt 
male cast of 25 is due to start re- 
hearsals Oct. 2. Script placed 


through Frieda Fishbein. 

‘Ring Two,’ the Gladys Hurlbut 
comedy formerly known as ‘Reluc- 
tant Feet,’ will be No. 3 on George 
| Abbott’s fall sked and is due to bow 
}around Thanksgiving. June Walker 
will have a leading part and the sup- 











He - Los eles, Sept. 5. Couple of nearby strawhats refu cas Anatee © porting cast includes Betty Field 

tH Shows in Rehearsal Federal Music Project has taken to call it a season and are now in — Siam sg ot 5. and Gene Tierney. sae 
4 "een. sate tie | ° ; NE ; 20r ars ro- ‘Tv > ™ , ‘ : 
14 Lover part of ambitious musical com- | their first extra week. Added weeks. | : Ss pro They Knew What They Wante 


* 

’ 

a ‘ “pge ducer of stock legit in Kansas Ci 5 i Ly rard’s Puli > pri: vill- 
It (edy production program planned by jt include all of Sx City | Sidney Howard's Pulitzer prize 


| tember, ave and for past several years wi 
; - ten > s . ~ é st several years with the} ner y } > second plav on 
‘The Man Who Came for Dinner’— | the Federal Theatre Project before | Contingent on b.o. reception to cur- Federal Theatre Project here until | ody la New ~~ * Drama 
: . ‘ acced te ' o. t . . a re : Z : - fl J™ j Ba Ny c S$ Ne ) c 
Sam H. Harris. ms tian jt et igh haga int 7 = ao = = —s . recent folding, is getting back into! Festival program. Drama opens Oct 
4 ‘Too Many Girls’—CGeorge Abbott. gressional mandate. First of these Spo are Milton Stiefel’s Ivory- production. He has assumed pro- | 2 after two wea ks of ‘Journey's Fnd 
x ‘Skylark’—John Golden. production will be The Student; ton hideaway and Nate Beer suction management of the Belasco} Miss Walker ha : been cast as Ams 
v ‘See My Lawyer’—George Abbott. | Prince.’ | Chapel Playhou Guilford Ivory-' theatre } and there's much pec lati “ 2 to 
° e 5 P 4 7 _ 4 ‘ » if > ui ecu Li e 
h Se ‘Journey’s End’ (stock revival )— (a y z ar rely of projec mn ha June Moon’ ft ; weck and First opus will be ‘Best People’ how Miss Walker will fulfill her con- 
Leonard Stillman. ip 4 / s i slated for two weeks, |} tract to Abbott as well. 
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Legality of ‘Scandals’ Ticket ‘Loan 


Depends on the League's Decision 





The ‘buy’ on ‘Scandals,’ 
opened at the Alvin, N. Y., last week, 
has been ‘postponed’ and may not be | 
consummated. It has been denied 
by George White, ‘Scandals’ pro- 
ducer, that such a ticket deal, which | 
is prohibited by the ticket code, had 
actually been sealed. Leading 
brokers said they had not been ap- 


which | | 


proached, nor had any intention of | 


making an outright ‘Scandals’ deal 
for tickets. 
Revue’s producer is said to have 


proposed a buy but this is denied by 
the Alvin management, which, as a 
member of the League of New York 
Theatres, is signatory to the code. 
The League was frank to say that if 
any agency bought ‘Scandals’ tickets, 
pasteboards for other shows would 
not be allotted them. Stated, too, 
that the theatre management has no 
right to delegate the handling of 
tickets, other than by its own box- 
office crew. 

Front row tickets for ‘Scandais’ 
are said to have been refused agen- 
cies which did not ‘lend’ money to 
White, who averred coin secured 
from the 
loan for which he signed notes. 
will be up to the League, 
to 


It 
however, 
interpret the transaction, which 


brokers was a legitimate | 


is figured as being tantamount to aj 


buy by some showmen, 
Seek Code Extension 
Extension of the code to 
with which Equity concurs, 
the aim of the League. Equity and 
the League are joint enforcers of the 
code. Agreement expired Aug. 31 
#nd is technically not in force. All 
brokers signatory to the control sys- 
iem last season have been asked to 
accede to continuance up to Nov. 1, 
but there may be some delay on 
such an agreement. In notifications 


Nov. 1, 


is now 


'of ‘Streets of Paris,’ 


hurst, N. Y., and a material percent- 
age of ‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Gar- | 
| den, N. Y., propose to enlarge their 


|; managerial interests. 
will participate with the Shuberts, as | 


sent out last week, brokers were! 
asked to express themselves by yes- 
terday (Tuesday). 

Associated Theatre Ticket Agen- 
cies, the independent brokers who 
participated in the code, called a 
meeting late last week to make a 


decision, but there was no quorum, 





Passage on Spec 


Louis Schonceit, of Mackey’s 
theatre ticket agency, New York, 
last week received a phone call 
from one of his regular custom- 
ers. 


‘You people have an inside 
track on getting all kinds of 
tickets,’ the man said, ‘can you 


get steamship passage for my 
friend, Col. William Hayward, 
who’s stranded in Paris? Price 
is no object.’ 

Hayward has extensive con- 
nections with U. S. and Euro- 
pean statesmen, and is a life- 
long friend of William C. Bullitt, 
U. S. ambassador to France. 








Olsen-Johnson 
Set to Expand 


As Managers 


who have 50% 
at the Broad- 


Olsen and Johnson, 


Whether they 


they have in the two revues, is not 
determined. 


Planned is a straight play, in addi- 


‘ttion to which they have taken over | 


outright the score of a colored musi- 
cal that had been rehearsing at the 


144th Street, but which has been 
|abandoned. A _ revised edition of 
‘Hellz’ is tentative for the autumn. 


a pumber of ticket men being ab-| 


rent from the city. The League was 
asked to set back the deadline for 
compliance as few new shows are 
in sight and comparatively few 
tickets are sold at a premium. 
Brokers vs. Code 
Known that brokers generally are 


loath to sign the code with the orig- | 


inal levy of 342c per ticket still re- 
quired. That issue has been the 
ject of controversy for some 
and a refund of part of the coin 
paid the League is pending. Agen- 
cies say the levy should be not more 
than 1'sc per ticket. If that 
agreed on, the code may be okayed 
for the new season, unless amend- 
ments which Equity expected to 
insist on do not stymie the ticket 
situation. 
Notification 
for signatures 
cooperation,’ 


sub 
time 


1s 


is 


to 
to 
strict 


the agencies asks 
a ‘declaration of 
adherence to the 


code rules, from the date of accept- 
ance through October There are 
lwo hort paragraphs which the 
brokers are expected to check and 
return, one okaying the extension 
and the other signifying unwilling- 
ness. Action by the League depends 


on the nature of the replies 
Equity assented to extending 
code because it had been 
in the threatened battle 
stagehands union. t could 
out palaver in the matter of ‘Scan- 
dals,” all actor contracts having a 
clause setting forth that the plaver 
and manager are subject to stipula- 
lions concerning tickets in instances 


the 
involved 
with the 
act with- 


where the producer or house mana- |! 


Zer does 
White 


League 


not belong to the League. 
not a member of the 
Equity could call out the 
actors if violations were proved. 
Last season charges were made in 
that direction but no clear proof was 
obtained and no such drastic action 
was taken by the association 


is 


Robitschek Tries Coast 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Barn, shuttered for 
months, is being remodeled by Kurt 
Robitschek and reopens Oct. 1 as the 
Montmartre theatre. 
Margrit Wyler, 
1s 


Hollywood 


French 
coming from 
a séries of revues 


ress- 


to 


act 
Yn ae 
roducer, Paris 
ave 


Charles Withers is slated as an added 
feature, having been placed under 
contract with his ‘opery house’ turn. 


‘Me’ Return with Soph 


Like Breath of Spring 


‘Leave It to Me,’ starring William 
Gaxton and Victor Moore, which 
was limelighted through the sus- 
pension and reinstatement of Sophie 
Tucker, featured in the show with 
Tamara, reopened without incident 
at the Imperial, N. Y., Monday (4). 
Miss Tucker in no way referred to 
the American Federation of Actors- 
Equity-Four A’s controversy, though 
she has been bitterly resentful on 
the turn events that eliminated 
AFA, of which she was president 

Miss Tucker was given the usual 
reception upon entrance, house being 


of 


fairly well attended. Uncertainty 
over whether she would appear or 
if there would be a strike was not 
reflected at the boxoffice, according to 
the management, and it was claimed 
the advance sale for the latter part 
of the week is promising. 

Vinton Freedley, who’s producing 
‘Me,’ plans to send the musical to 
the road about the middle of Octo- 
ber, first stand being 


Philadelphia. 


Beal .Will Have Lead 


In’ Justin Sturm Play 


John Beal, who leaves for the 
Coast this week, has been signed for 
the leading part in Justin Sturm’s ‘I 


Know What I Like,’ which Day Tut- 
tle and Richard Skinner will put 
into rehearsal Oct. 16 for a Novem- 
ber opening on Broadway. Auriol 
Lee will direct. Actor wiil remain 
on the Coast several weeks on per- 
sonal matters and r-ay do a broad- 


cast while there. 


Helen Craig (Mrs. Beal) is remain- 


ing in the east. She's considering 
going on the road in ‘Family Por- 
trait. in which she followed Mar- 
garet Webster Mary Magdalene 
during the New York run Nothing 
cent ¢ 


OAATED FILM 


POSaIBILITIES 


85 Shows Tried Out, Fewer 


Productions Have Better 
Chance Due to Greater 
Care in Preparation 


MORE NAMES IN ’39 


Summer tryout season of 1939 is 
winding up this week, with scattered 
spots holding on for a time. There 
were 85 plays tried out, that num- 
ber being approximate because there 
were some tryouts by little theatre 
groups or clubs, not all of which 
| were listed or observed by scouts, 

Not counting several new plays on 
the strawhat boards, starting this 
week (4), indications are that 10 
possibilities for Broadway presenta- 
tion were unfolded. This season 
there were fewer tryouts than last 
summer and more care in prepara- 
tion was evidenced. That may por- 
tend a crop of possibilities whose 
chances exceed those of recent pre- 
vious summers. Last year, there were 
140 new plays tried and 12 were 
|listed as poiential Broadway pro- 
ductions, The actual net, however, 
was negative, since none got across 





on the Main Stem if presented 
there. Result of the 1937 summer 
}was hardly more productive, al- 


though a high was reached in that 
19 new plays out of 75 attempted 
were touted as having chances. But 
ithe rural activity merely provided 
|summer surceases for ihe actors, 
jwhich eactually appears 


principal purpose of the barn trend 


fother than affording vacationers a 
|change of pace from social activi- 
| ties. 


6 Film Possibilities 

Six out of the 10 possibilities are 
rated likely picture material, 
is above average, 
jing been boughi by Hollywood, 
which does not preclude it being 
shown on Broadway first, however. 
As for talent, the results depend 
| mostly on screen tests, number of | 
which are scheduled currently. 
Leading contenders are: 

‘Life With Father,’ rated having 
a chance both for stage and screen: 
‘The Woman Brown,” screen rights 
having been secured by Warner; 
‘You Can't Eat Goldfish,’ slated for 
Broadway and figured okay for pic- 


one 


to be the| 


Than Usual, But Favored | 


| BWAY EYES 10 BARN PLAYS 


+ 








, 
— 











which | 
already hav- | 


| 





IATSE Charter to N. Y. Treasurers 
Brings Their Suspension by TMAT: 
Beef vs. Shuberts to Labor Board 





Penance 





Though somewhat tardy in 
taking action, hotels in midtown 
New York are soliciting the re- 
turn of former permanent guests, 
many of whom are show folk. 
Same accommodations for the 
same rates are being offered. 

Most hostelries not only jacked 
the rates but last spring frankly 
declared that permanents were 
not wanted. Soon they learned 
that was a mistake both ways 
for the expected N. Y. Fair in- 
fiux did not materialize. 


Dan'l F rohan 
Sues to Restrict 








Use of His Name 


Daniel Frohman has filed a N. Y. 
supreme court action against Bar- 
bara Willison, also known as Mar- 


garet-Louise Simpson, asking that an 


agreement signed between himself 
and the defendant on June 16, 1939, 
granting her certain rights to his 
name, be repudiated, and an olde 
agreement signed May 26, be sub- 
stituted. 

The plaintiff asserts that on tne 


last named date he granted the de- 
tendant rights to dramatize his life 
and to sell the completed story either 
for radio or film dramatization. This 
was subject to the rights vested in 
the publishers of his two books, en- 
titled ‘Daniel Frohman Presents,’ 
published in 1935, and ‘Encore,’ pub- 
lished in 1937. The defendant was 
also granted rights to start a dra- 
matic schoo] and use his name in 
connection with it. The profits were 
to be divided equally. 


Since the first agreement was not 
drawn in legal form, it is alleged 


| that the defendant brought Frohman 


tures; ‘Rue With a Difference,’ which 
may appear on the New York boards | 
during the autumn; ‘Not for Chil- 
dren,’ one of the first tryouts that | 
caught attention and should do for 
stace and screen afier revisions; 
‘Grass Is Always Greener,’ which | 
also needs rewriting, is rated good | 
material for the boards and screen; |} 
‘We Three,’ serious drama well done, 
which appears better for the stage 
than the ¢ era: “The Bo Tree,’ well 
liked as a summe theatre rac- 
Lidl i indicate XK be a beiter 
bet for the screen than for Broad- 
wav; ‘Indian Summer,’ rated mild 
iff for theatre or films, pleasant 
é ugh fk summe ! but ob- 
servel ce £( Ve ne and ‘It 
Shoul H n a Dog,’ dialect 
comedy wh will probably reach 
tne siage A Nn specializea appeal 
Other Possibilities 
Shows which may also DE n- 
clude they're showing in the hide- 
aways this week include ‘Three in 
a Bed,’ Jutland, N.J.; ‘Thieves Fall 
Out.” Olney, Md.. and ‘Timbalu,’ 
Skowhegan, Me. Another show 
which will be give Gotham aiten- 
tion is the modernized ‘Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes A few of the sum- 
mer’s new play crop were produced 
abroad and in one insiznce two dif- 
ferent adaptations of the same play 
of foreign origin were presented. 
More name players, a number from 
films, appeared in easiern summer 
theatres this season than hereioiore. 
Consequently, grosses were con- 
siderably bolstered Such plavers 
draw exceptional money for raw- 
appe: ces, better k vns get- 
iCor ed on page 44) 


| many more 


(Dick) Berger has 
reappointed for another two-yea 
period as managing director of the 
St. Louis Municipal Opera Assr 
Former Broadway boxoffice man re- 
cently completed his third season 
with the outdoor operetta venture 
Originally, Berge went to St. Lou! 
as assistant to Laurence Schwat 
taking over when the latter did not 
repeat 

Berth calls for a salary of $15,000 
for the open air season, but Berge: 
, represents the venture through the 
recular theatre season, hay of- 
fices in New York. where most of the | 


to the office of her attorney on June 
16 to draw the agreement legally. 
Since his eyesight is bad, he accepted 
her word that the document was the 
same. 

The claim now 


is that it grants her 


rights than Frohman is 


willing to give 


Berger Renamed Head 


Of St. L. Muny at 156 Per 


Richard 


talent is obtained 


Met’s Second Night Opera 


Opener Still Secret 


While the opening night opera of 
the Metropolitan always is kepi se- 
cret until about two weeks before the 
date, the second night, Nov. 29, w 
see a revival of Donizettis “Don 
, Pasquale’ with Mafalda Favero, Nino 
Martini and Salvatore Boccolini in 
the leading roles 

The opera was last heard in N. Y. 
in 1934, with a cast including Lucre- 
zia Bori, Tito Schipa and Guiseppe 
De Luca. The latter two will appear 

n their former roles laier on 

he se ‘ 


+ 


been | 





| Although the fight between the 
|actor and stagehand unions was 
| abruptly stopped to the satisfaction 
of all show business, internal dis- 
sension within the Theatrical Man- 
agers Agents and Treasurers union 
flared into an open fight in New 
York last week. A group of treas- 
| urers secured a charter from George 
| Brewne, of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employes, 
whereupon the entire’ boxoffice 
group was suspended. Charges sim- 
ilar to those of the actors, that 
IATSE had made a jurisdictional in- 
vasion, may be filed with the Amer- 
| ican Federation of Labor. 
=| TMAT heads have filed a com- 
; plaint with the N. Y. State Labor 
| Relations Board, charging that the 
|Shuberts, J. J. in particular, at- 
tempted to disrupt TMAT. It’s be- 
lieved that the managerial move js 
‘designed to scrap the basic agree- 
|; ment, which has been in negotiation 
for revision for some time. Hear- 
ings of the charges are expected to 
be scheduled soon. It’s claimed 
the showmen are fostering the for- 
mation of a company union, regard- 
‘less of the IATSE connection. 
Alleged that late last week each 





treasurer and assistant in Shubert 
theatre boxoffices was summoned 
to the office of Ben Mallam, Shu- 
berts’ checker-upper, and tc!d te 
join the new union, cal'c! the 
Treasurers and Ticket Sellers Assn. 
as designated by IATSE. ‘the bdox- 


office people are said to have been 
‘interviewed’ individually. All will 
probably be summoned to the N. Y. 
|; SLRB hearings. 

| J. J. Shubert, in favoring the new 
| Organization, is reputed to have de- 
fended his action, arguing that com- 
pany and house managers should 
| not be unionized because they repre- 
| sent operators of shows in contract- 
ing with backstage labor. That has 

(Continued on page 44) 


‘Prince Alexis’ Has 
‘Swell’ Nitery Jeb, 
Through with Equity 


Walter Braun, alias Prince Alexis 
Orloff, who seems to have a pen- 
chant for getting jammed up with 
Equity because his managerial moves, 
says he’s through organizing com- 
panies of actors who were on WPA’ 
Federal Theatre Project. Youngster 
says he has secured a ‘swell’ job in 
a night club, said to be in Greenwich 
Village, N. Y., where he resides. 

At a meeting attended by former 
WPAers looking for jobs, held at 
the Longacre theatre, N. Y., lest 


week, he was introduced as Prince 
Alexis Orloff, but admitted he just 
borrowed the monicker to impress 
ithe actors. After telling about pro- 
posed productior 1s which would use 
Equity reliefers, he took up a col- 
lection but did not announce the 
gross. When asked to account for 
he coin, he said that $31 was se- 
cured from the hat-passing but that 
he intended turning the coin ove: 
to the Actors Fund. 

Equity reps descended upon Braun, 
finding his name and that of Orlofi 
{on the same letter box. He had de- 
clared the proposed venture would 
|use only Equity people and he was 


notified orally and officially that un- 
less he complied with all the rules 
and first posted a salary guarantee 
bond.with the association, he would 
not be permitted to do business with 
any Equityite. At the meeting Braun 
said he would ‘post a bond of $250,- 
000° with stage unions, to guaran‘ee 
alaries, 
Auriol Lee’s Stager 

Auriol Lee will stage ‘You Can't 
Fut Goldfish’ for Ruth Chatterton 
und Stewart Chaney will do the sets 
Play's title will be changed. 

‘Goldfish’ is by Marcella Burke and 
Gladys Unger. Miss Chatterton will 
present it in association with the 


Shube n addition to having a leu 








i it 
38 


ee en 
Sects = 
co RRR AE 


eee eee 
ELSES TO 





44 VARIETY 


Summer 


Tryouts 


- FUN FOR SALE {: 


Stroudsburg, Pa., Sept.1 


ymedy in three acts © scenes) written 
aol directed wnelia Stabler Gillam; 
y n 1 by the Buck Hill Players; staged 
by William W 4, at the Inn, Buck H 
Falla, Pa $ 1, 1939 
Kut } ICH. wcrc cccccsecces Betsy Gor 
R» > JTsaamWrencCe. ceceos avs Anne ‘da 
Polly Pa ira . Ruth Murr 
Beity Lou Madison Gertrude Harvison 
Torn l’resco Clifford Gi‘! J 
Mr MERGIOR 06 se0k hoe bO600% Carol Kaight 
hid ‘ Dissensenevs eeoere res Meg 
M la 066. 454300600068 Robert Atkinsor 
M H *y awe Margaret (1! 
Mrs, PiSSS.. eee ecereecceers Jume Jenkins 
Mr Bigzs peeeeseesoseses Alfred DeLeo 
yy DPD. Biges seen ...- Frederick Starr 
Steve Haideman.,... sil Burt 
Sally Nea : Branion 








This may have been one that the 
talented Cornelia Stabler Gillam 
dashed off at her leisure. It lacks 
the spontaneity and brittle brilliance 
of her ‘Wheres’ the Fire?’ of some 
years back. ‘Fun for Sale,’ however, 
is light and enjoyable theatre, writ- 
ten about and for youth. It’s com- 
mercial fate, nevertheless, isn't 
bright, with its future depending on 
the amateur theatricals. | 

The first act is rather slow and, 
along with the third, suffers badly 
by comparison with a whale of a 
second act 

‘Fun’ tells of the efforts of a young, 
small-town college man to relieve | 
the lack-of-men situation in a swank | 
summer resort hotel, overrun with | 
beauteous femmes. - Biggs | 
(Frederick Starr), the young pro-| 
moter, evolves a plan by which the | 
girls at the resort finance his fra- 
ternity brothers as their weekend | 
escorts. : j 

Naturally, there are complications 
and plenty of heart interest connect- | 
ed with the plot, making for some, 
interesting situations and a number | 
of clever lines. Mrs. Biggs’ (T. D.’s 


for his much younger ward, leading 
ads t the theatre, and the Insist- | 
ence of a local committee that he 


pageant written by two 


spinster sisters as part of the centen- 
nial celebration During a meeting 
of this committee to discuss the pro)- 


ect, Williams is presented with a Jug 
of vino by a hired hand, a descend- 

: tanala’ sarlv tribal 
locale’s early triba 
chiefs. The cornmittee’s imbibing 


ant of one of the 


ultimately lulls it back 200 years, | 


and it re-enacts the solution of a feud 
between the early English settlers of 
Stockbridge and the Dutch invaders 
frorn the Hudson valley. The entire 
second act is taken up with this part 
of the play; it’s the best and most 
humorous of the three, many laughs 
being gained from the vying of the 
Puritan English with modern idioms. 
The Berkeley Square motif is used 
here with good effect as Williams, 
knowing the future, tries to regulate 
the events taking place 200 years 
before 


usualiv fine vision Albert Ward's 


LEGITIMATE 
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; Current Road Shows 
| 


(Week of Sept. 4) 





‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more)—Selwyn, Chicago 

‘Susan and God’ (Jessie 
Landis)—Adams, Newark, N. J 

‘Tobacco Road’—Temple, Tacoma 
(4-5); Masonie Auditorium, Spokane 
(6-7). 





| Barn Plays 


| Continued from page 43 











iting 10% of the gross. They mostly 
| appeared in stock or guest-starred, 
| but there were appearances by no- 
| tables, too, in new plays. AS a per- 
| quisite in the latter case, the players 
had the privilege of taking an inter- 
est in the plays, if and when shown 
commercially. Two who have that 
right are Ruth Chatterton, with ‘You 
| Can't Eat Goldfish,’ and Ika Chase, 
‘Rue With a Difference,’ appearing 
in those plays respectively in the 





Most preferred stock showings in 


"lay was staged by Miles with his | Summer spots. 
| 
| 


second act setting, a reproduction of 
the town’s 200-vear-old Mission 
House kitchen, is nifty. 

Richard Hale, an old standby at 
this spot, makes his only appearance 
of the season as Williams, and clicks. 


Tov support is rendered by Charles 


Sedgewick, as the strawhat producer. 
Russ. 


HOLIDAY HOUSE 


Woodstock, N. Y., Sept. 1. 

Comedy-drama in three acts by Elissa 
Landi; presented by Robert Elwyn; atars 
Miss Landi; settings, Albert Edward Mili- 
ken; at Woodstock Playhouse, Woodstock, 
N. Y., Aug. 31-Sept. 4, °39 
Dr. Aristide Lepage Lester Bacharacht 
Raphael Lepage ...Jean Barrere 
Ernestine Edith Gresham 


Delivery Boy esee---- Robert Whitehead | 


Victor 


..Peter Adams 
Isibe! 


mother) unfamiliarity with nearby , ..Elissa Landis 


hot-spots gives her a mistaken un-| yee Rg ee BT prammond 
derstanding and brings the real! Stephen portlani............ Don McHenry 
punch to the plot when she believes | Kostya Bamberg Edward Charles Ravel 


an elopement has taken place. | Mollie McGinnis ..Margaret Randall 


‘ ° cas | Tristram tichard Edward Bowler 
With an ‘all-professional’ cast, the Kathlee ; oo bod "ee 
show would have been more polished | Airdnsoaie, } 
in some places. = Elissa Landi’s latest playwriting 
The single setting is in fine taste. 


effort is a hodge-podge of uncon- 
vincing characters, utter paradoxical 


Jaye. | 
| bromides, and Miss Landi’s apparent 
| 
| 


BICENTENNIAL 


Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 28. 


views on certain phases of Holly- 
wood shallowness. Nothing for the 
ine ne Seer oe | stage, camera or even the cowbarn. 
resented by the sserkshire Playhouse: | Story relates the trials and tribu- 
peatures Richard Hale: staged by William | ations of Isabel (Miss Landi), a gir] 
Miles; settings, Albert Ward. At the jin her teens, given to writing poetry 


Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass.,| and moved by the finer impulses, but 
week of Aug. 28, ‘89. i" ’ 


Timothy Williams...... eeeee- richard Hale | kept from the realities of life by her 
Claire Woodley.....seeeee ** "Helen Brooks | family. The bitter truth is unfolded 
Mrs. Murphy 6iespeesnsnexcee: wane 


|to her when she goes ga-ga over a 
Mrs. Brooks-Dilling. 


1 se seeeeee sed Ann Mason | foreign-accented film Lothario called 
Mr. Sibley.........-.ee0s0.-RObert Thomsen | I a Bar Z 
wedi ai ps rinat Ager seat mre arady (Paul Hammond). 
H irick Van Vieet...........-King Ca r > : ‘ 
Sylvester Andrews..... »».Joha D. Seymour | , It’s a tough job for any director to 
Sibyl Prout... teeeeeees-...+.Ellen Hall | Instill life into the dull script. Set- 
= ~ Hicks sseneseesmmae aah oon rte tings are adequate. Only standout 
ixon Potter... .cccccscessecs Jayre Crowley | ie cee : : it ‘. : 
Donald Paine.....eeeee..Charles Sedgewici | perfor mance 1s by Richard Bowler. 
BGR: PAGUENG, 60 6506000s aces Norman Leavitt Russ. 





Local dowagers, bankers and flower 
club members, wno comprised much 
of the opening night audience, heard | 
many quips at their expense in Allen | 
Osborne’s comedy. Commissioned by 
Director William Miles to turn out 
a play appropriate for the 200th an- 
niversary of the Stockbridge’s found- 
ing, Osborne did a very workmanlike 
job. While there are no Broadway 
or Hollywood possibilities to this 
play, the author shows promise and 
has a play that, with a few changes, 
would be adaptable to similar cele- 


Legit Follow-Up 











| 
| - ‘Leave It to Me’ was a distinet mu- 
| sical hit last season, topping Broad- 
| way’s list for many weeks in grosses. 
| It is still crack entertainment and 
| Should be welcomed on tour, which 
| Starts next month 
| There was overemphasiz of the 
withdrawal from the cast of Mary 
ts ming | Martin who be oe Ra Holly wood. 
Story, told in the technique of hd mest faa te bnlaeen fate —~ 
‘Berkeley Square’ and ‘High Tor,’| (note, -) engadget 
TKELE} & . whether she wiil go to the road has 
unfolds the tale of Timothy Wil-|j,5¢ been decided Miss Martin 
liams, mediocre painter and backer | caoreq with ggg Belo = to 
of the local summer theatre, faced | naddy.’ ‘which ‘ f Face yg A 
with ~~ necessity of selling his an- angle ‘and her tna may Soa 
oe of gin Tod eee drawn equal attention had she or- 
Fur pps. ise, Te “hie law, |iginated it. Interesting angle is that 
urther complications are his love | Miss Martin came from Hollywood 
but had to make a Broadway click 
before the studios became interested. 
There’s been plenty in the press 
over Sophie Tucker because of the 
actor -stagehands squabble. Miss 
Tucker scored her first real click in 
a musical comedy (‘Me’) and is still 
turning the tricl Her numbers, ‘I’m 
Taking the Steps to Russia.” ‘Most 
Gentlemen Don’t Like Love’ and 
‘From the U.S.A. to the U.S.S.R.,’ 

















stand out as previously in the hands 
of on > of he best troupers ever de- 
veloped in vaudeville. 

‘Me’ still delivers laughs among 
repeaters Its political references 





are as applicable now, if not more 
so, because of the conflict abroad. 
Met.: LOU CLAYTON It was necessary, however, to do 
Jf; some script deleting because of the 
=' war but the changes were not noticed 
| to anv great extent. 


William Gaxton and Victor Moore 

are the funsters who really make 
‘Me’ one of the toppers. In par- 

ticular, Moore has a part that seems 


to have been written for him, bring- 
ing smiles at nearly every entrance 




















Playing to 


and warming the audience with the 

CAPACITY BUSINESS ‘I Wont to Go Home’ lyric. The va- 
NIGHTLY cation p2nped up Gaxton, and his 

scenes with the alluring Tamara are 

SAVOY PLAZA HOTEL highlights: also "thelr Pegg? Seow 


NEW YORK Now On.’ 


OPENING LAMAZE 


HOLS YWOOD NOVEMBER = 


well dressed ensemble in lively 


dance numbers plus specialties, it’s 














itt, io % te aseetwme } . nS i | 
With the book amusing and the | should not disrupt TMAT because 


the sticks proved a close contest be- 
tween ‘Our Town’ and ‘You Can't 
Take It With you,’ the former be- 
ing shown 28 times and the latter 
26. The count is inclusive of the 
current week. ‘Susan and God’ was 
in ‘show’ position, with 21. Other 
plays presented frequently: ‘Kiss 
the Boys Goodbye’ 18, ‘Night Must 
Fall’ 16, ‘What a Life’ 15, ‘Tonight 
at 8:30’ 13, ‘Spring Meeting’ 12, ‘The 
Late Christopher Bean’ 12, ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter’ 11, ‘Whiteoaks’ il, 


11, ‘Springtime for Henry’ ll, and 
‘Accent on Youth’ 10, 





‘| JFATSE-Treas. 


Continued from page 43 














a y backed by labor officia Ss, 
been partly backed by la! ficial 


but the same may apply to box- 
office people, who handle large 


amounts of showmen’s money 
Shuberts’ TMAT Opposition 
The Shuberts have opposed TMAT 
because it stipulated there be one 
manager for each theatre and one 
company manager, in addition to a 
press agent for each show The 
Shuberts previously assigned two or 
more theatres or shows to the same 
manager, 
said to have adopted the idea but 
doubling up was not general. 
Treasurers claim they have a more 
logical reason than the American 
Federation of Actors for tying 
up with the stagehands. TMAT is 
not affiliated with an international 
union and the boxoffice men _ in- 
volved felt they could secure more 
advantageous terms from producers 
and theatre owners if 
IATSE. 
came active three seasons ago, the 
boxoffice people 





were 





stated that the union would be taken 
|in by IATSE on an autonomous basis, 
but TMAT could never get the at- 
tention of stagehand chiefs, though 
; they were later aided by the team- 
sters union, whose help virtually 
forced the managers to sign the pact. 

The boxoffice group fostering the 
new union contends it should have 
its own association, since its prob- 
lems are dissimilar to those of com- 
pany managers and press agents 
Factionalism has dotted the meet- 





and became heightened when the 
| press agents joined in a body 
Jurisdiction Questioned 
Another angle to the secession of 
| treasurers is the question whether 
| TMAT has jurisdiction over them. 
| Union’s charter, which was not dis- 
| played until recently, specifies con- 
| trol over man agers and agents but 


| does not mention boxotfice people 


‘Private Lives’ ll, ‘Petticoat Fever’ | 


Some other showmen are | 


Royce 





Inside Stuff—Legit 





———=2 





Mishap during a performance of ‘No Time fom Comedy,’ at the Barry. 
more, N. Y., several nights ago, created pandemonium both out front and 
backstage. Incident occurred in the second act, when Francis Lederer 
stepped on the hem of Margalo Gillmore’s dress. Garment was of flimsy 
material and tore almost completely off. Actress screamed and ran off. 
stage, where she’s said to have become hysterical. Lederer exploded intg 
laughter as the audience broke into an uproar. The curtain was rung down, 


' Katharine Cornell, star and co-presenter of the show, is reported to have 





backed by | 
When TMAT suddenly be-| 


virtually | 
stampedec into the union by their | 
Own organizers, At the time it was} 


| 


| On several occasions AFL was asked 
| to change the title of the union but 
} such consent was never giver Un- 
| derstood IATSE has had boxoffice 
| people in Chicago under its wing for | 


some time. TMAT officers 
say they have a letter from the AFL 
establishing its jurisdiction over box- 
office staffs 

Walter O'’Conno: chairman of 
the treasurers who walked to IATSE. 
Under suspension with the boxoffice 
group is James J. Murphy, TMAT's 
secretary-treasurer, and Morrie Sea- 
mon, business agent, both being 
treasurers. Both are salaried jobs 
with the union When the entire 
| boxoffice group was suspended it 





| be investigated by a committee of 
| five and those deemed ‘loyal’ will be 
| reinstated. 

Treasurers say 


their withdrawal 


there are around 1,100 members and 


' 


grade A amusement Other than | 0™!y 300 are, or were, boxoffice peo- 

Per. Mgr.—ANNA SOSENKO § nfiss Martin’s replacement the cast | Ple. Previously, the treasurers were 

Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL remains the same as that of last sea- | regarded “ being the strongest of 
:on Ibee, | the several group 


nowever, 


| 
| 
| 


| was decided that each member will | 


| 


: | tures and radio. 
ings of TMAT for the past two years| with only one exception, being under contract with the Philip Morris 


come from her dressing room to engage in a violent quarrel with Lederer 
in the wings. 

Matters were finally quieted somewhat and the performance was re. 
sumed. But in the third act a woman in the audience, aroused over a line 
of dialog, rose from her orchestra seat and attempted to engage in an 
altercation with members of the cast. She was finally ejected and the 
players managed to finish the show. Understood there has continued to be 
friction backstage, however. 

It's reported that Gilbert Miller is rather apprehensive about producing 
Paul Vincent Carroll's ‘The White Steed’ in London because of the pos. 
sible reaction it might have with the English, particularly since the recent 
outbreaks by Irish patriots protesting English rule. Carroll is an Irish. 
man, the theme is typically Irish and two of the leading characters are 
typical Celtic firebrands who, in the play, protest local domination by 
the Church. 

Play, which had a run in New York last season, with Barry Fitzgerald 
in the lead, is scheduled to open in the West End next month. Another 
play by the same author, ‘Shadow and Substance,’ which took the New 
York Drama Critics award two seasons ago as the best foreign play pro- 
duced on Broadway that season, is also due to be presented in London, 
opening at the New theatre Sept. 14. That, too, has an Irish church theme 
and public reaction to this one is awaited eagerly, : 


In listing Broadway's top grossers last week for an 1l-week summer 
period, ‘The American Way,’ at the Center, was credited with takings of 
$127,700, placing it sixth among the seven attractions considered. ‘Way’ 
layed off five weeks, until recently, and since reopening has averaged 
around $20,000 weekly. Thus, theoretically, it would have grossed an addi- 
tional $100,000 or a total approximating $227,000, which would have spotted 
it next to the front-running ‘Helizapoppin’, 

Scale for ‘Way’ was dropped from $3.30 to $2.20, starting Monday (28). 
In show circles opinion is that pop price should have been used some 
time ago in light of the large capacity of the Center, 





While the regular boxoffice staff is in action at the Alvin, N. Y., where 
George White's ‘Scandals’ opened last week, George Morely is aiso on 
the job, representing the show’s producer. His principal assignment 
appears to be as contact man with the ticket brokers. Morely was 
in the boxoffice of the Apollo, N. Y., when it was operated by White. In 
those seasons tickets for musicals were scaled high and front locations 
brought excess prices in the agencies, with resultant ‘ice.’ 

Tom Bodkin is company manager of ‘Scandals’ and Nat Dorfman is 
handling the press. 

The Spa theatre, Saratoga Springs, operated by Fred Ellis and Hope 
Lawder, is reported as having had a successful summer. Backers were 
refunded money advanced, about $3,000, several weeks ago. Stock and 
visiting star system was used for most shows, Arrangements called for 
one or two new plays, but the sked was made up mostly of revivals 

Miss Lawder, teamed with Leda Bauer, story editor for RKO pictures 
in New York, is slated to produce in New York during the new season. 


Group Theatre comes in for a bit of panning by some in show business 
over the announcement last week of reviving Chekhov's ‘Three Sisters.’ 
Cheryl Crawford planned the show with Margaret Webster, announcing 
that intention last spring. Surry theatre players also announced doing 
‘Sisters’ some time ago. 

It appears that ‘Sisters’ was chosen by the Group because scripts of its 
scheduled shows are not in completed form, Clifford Odets is preparing an 
acting version of the Chekhov piece. 

The Gaylord Farm Sanatorium, Wallingford, Conn., will celebrate its 
35th anniversary Sat. (9) when former patients, including a number of pro 
fessionals, are expected to be present. Spot is a favorite convalescing spot 
for show biz folk. Among the alumni are Eugene O'Neill, Albie Booth, 
former Yale football star; John Cecil Holm, the playwright, and Horace 
MacMahon. Latter left the farm in 1930 and currently is on the Coast 
working in ‘After the Thin Man.’ 

Week after opening, the top for ‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst, was 
boosted from $3.30 to $4.40, lower floor being split and the higher rate 
applying back to row M. Since then the number of tickets at the added 
price has been steadily increased and now only the last three rows retail 
the original top. 

Immediately after he took over the duties of assistant executive secre- 
tary of Equity, Walter Greaza received offers of jobs in commercial pic- 
He will, however, devote full time to association matters 


broadcasts, an evening stint. 


——— 


: Leading Strawhat Bills 





(This Week) 

‘Timbalu’ (new, by Elizabeth Miele)—Lakewood theatre, Skowhegan Me 

‘Rain’ (new ‘interpretation,’ by Hardie Albright) (Louise Platt, Charles 
Farrell, Virginia Valli)—Chapel theatre, Guilford, Conn. 

‘Thieves Fall Out’ (new, by John 
Brian)—Olney (Md.) playhouse 

‘Three in a Bed’ (new, by Beth 
Jutland (N. J.) playhouse 

‘Burlesque’ (Gypsy Rose Lee, Guy Robertson)—Brighton theatre, Bris" 
ten Beach, Brooklyn 

‘You Can’t Take It With You’ (Helen Twelvetrees)—Starlight theatre, 
Pawling, N. Y. 

‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward Everett Horton)—Ridgeway theatre, 
White Plains, N. Y. ) 

‘Easy Virtue’ (Jane Cowl)—-Maplewood, N. J., theatre. 

‘Private Lives’ (Eva Le Gallienne, Rex O’Malley)—Paper Mill playhouse, 
Millburn, N. J. 

‘It’s a Wise Child’ (Michael Whalen)—Lake Whalom theatre, Fitchburs. 
Mass 

‘Gentlemen Prefer Blondes’ (Marie Wilson, 
playhouse, New Hope, Pa 


7 


Hayden, Alice MacKenzie) (Marj 


Brown)—(Irigs Adrian and author)— 


ert Kelton)—Bucks County 


(Next Week; open Sept. 11) 
‘Flight Into China’ (new, by Pearl Buck) (Zita Johann, Wesley Addy, 
Tonio Selwart)—Paper Mili playhouse, Millburn, N. J. ; 
‘Angela Is 22’ (Sinclair Lewis, Fay Wray)—Wharf theatre, Province- 
town, Mass. 
‘Springtime for Henry’ (fdward Ey 
atre, Fitchburg, Masa 





verett Horton)—Lake Whalom the- 
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Time’s Hunch Clicks 


There are some 750,000 front cov- 
ers of Time mag, dated last week, 
with Jack Benny’s photo, in color, 
thereon, that can be had for the ask- 
jing. Instead, Time's editors played 
a very timely hunch and substituted 
Winston Churchill, also in color 
photo, as its No, 1 newsworthy fea- 
ture, and wrote up the author-states- 
man in a manner that was a beauti- 
ful blend with events that followed 
fast and furiously over the weekend, 
when Neville Chamberlain appointed 
Churchill his First Lord of the Ad- 
miralty in Britain’s newly created 
war cabinet. 

When Time's editors the week be- 
fore last saw Hitler going berserk, 
they knew Churchill would fast be- 
come hot stuff all over and, while the 
periodical usually has a couple of 
months covers in advance, Churchill 
was on what they call the ‘vague 
list’ until the trend of world politics 
suddenly catapulted him to the fore, 

Co-managing editor Frank Norris 
says that the bugaboo of Time are 
sports figures who more often than 
not don’t come through as brilliantly 
as hoped. Either that, or they get 
injured, or don’t even participate. 
Most memorable was a_ promising 


three-year-old called Red Rain, back | 


in 1935, who got the front cover and 
was scratched, not even running in 
the big race pointed for. 

The Benny story was to tie in with 
resumption of radio advertising. He 
may yet be used, but the printed 
covers, due to the date thereon, are 
so much dead stock right now. The 
fall radio resume story, which was 
hung on Benny, was also scrapped. 

Currently Time’s companion pub- 
lication, Life, which also must an- 
ticipate topical news events because 
going to press many days in advance, 
-is in a dither on how to cope with 
the shifting war scenes. 


N. ¥. Times Uses UP 
The New York Times vesterday 
(Tuesday) began, for the first time 
in its history, using services of the 
United Press. Deal was completed 
Monday morning (4), according to 
UP execs, and printer machines and 
circuits were hurriedly _ installed 
during the day. Two-column box 
yesterday on page one announced 
the new service. 
Despite newspaper shop talk, Ed- 
win L. James, managing editor, said 
the addition of UP was in 


on which, in addition to its own 
sizable staff, the Times has relied in 
the past. Yesterday's late city edi- 
tion carried three UP stories on 
page one to the exclusion of AP. 


Radio Critics Want to Join 


Radio critics and gossipers on films | 


want tu crash the new newspaper 
film editors association. First move 
to affiliate ether commentators with 
the Newspaper Film Critics of Amer- 
ica, formed in New York 10 days 
ago, came from Martin Starr, 
critic on WMCA., 
Starr suggests 
Coast-to-Coast 


film critics on 
regional net- 
works, who have had five years of 
Picture reviewing over the air and 
a similar number of years on news- 
papers, fan magazines or trade 
papers should be admitted to mem- 
bership. 

NFCA founders have been a lit- 
tle curious about brushoff given 
their original announcement by the 
wire services. Although mimeo- 
Zraphed announcement went out to 
all New York dailies and to the AP, 
UP, INS, etc., members found upon 


that 
and 


returning to their papers that no 

stories were filed via the wires, 
Amusing situation occurred in 

Memphis where the local column- 


ist, who was chosen chairman of this 
national movement. found his own | 
Paper knew nothing of the new 
group until a private syndicate in 
Connecticut had offered yarn for 
sale 


San Jose Strike Threatens 

Whether the San Jose, Cal., unit 
of the American Newspaper Guild 
was to declare a strike today (Wed.) 
against the San Jose Mercury-Her- 
ald depended on answer last night by 
J. O. Hayes, publisher, to Guild ul- 
timatum that four discharged edi- 
torial workers be reinstated, 

Other Guild dispute in California. 
that on the San Diego Sun, has been 
successfully settled, with agreement 
between Guild and publishing com- 
Pany On a new contract. 

It’s contended by San Jose Guild 
unit that the discharge of the four 
on the Mercury-Herald was unjust. 
Members of the unit in an emergency 


areata unanimously authorized a 
strike vote unless the publisher 
agreed by last night (Tuesday) to 


reinstate them. 
San Diego unit briefly called out 
iis Members on the S, when diffi- 


OUT) 


no way | 
a reflection on the Associated Press, | 


film 


culties on its contract renewal 
loomed. Employes soon returned to 
work while negotiations continued. 
New pact calls for wage increases 
and other benefits. 





Mimeographed Inside 
British news letter, The Week, be- 


tion last week. Will be distributed 
here in the same fashion as in Bri- 
tain, in mimeographed form and by 
subscription only. : 

The Week purports to give the in- 
side on international affairs, much 


Ken. Publisher and editor is Claude 
Cockburn, formerly correspondent 
for the London Times in various 
capitals. In charge of ..e American 
edition is Mrs. Crystal Harding. 

American edition of The Week will 
appear simultaneously with its par- 
ent in Britain. Content cabled over 
and immediately put on paper for 
mailing to subscribers. 


Joe Connolly Ill 


Illness of Joe Connolly, said 
| have beeen induced by a heart at- 
tack, is keeping him from his duties 
|}as general managei of the Hearst 
|newspaper properties and of King 
| Features, Hearst affiliate. Indispo- 
sition, which set in some weeks ago, 
reported not serious. Nevertheless, 





medicos have advised a protracted 
| rest. 
During Connolly’s absence his 


| duties with the Hearst papers are 
| generally being administered by 
| John S. Brooks, Jr., prez of the 
| Hearst Holding Company, and at 


| King Features by Ward Greene, exec | 


| editor, and Bradley Kelly. 
Cal Tinney Quitting Dailies 


has been doing for the N. Y. Post 
and the Stern papers in Philadelphia 
|! and Camden halts soon, Tinnev hav- 
ing been signed by 
| Syndicate to concentrate on _ his 
|; weekly piece, ‘Man of the Week.’ 
| Contract with McNaught goes into 
|effect the middle of October and syn- 
'dicate believes the weekly feature 
| sufficiently important to warrant 
| dropping of the daily column. 

Tinney is one of the youngest of 
ranking columnists. He’s believed to 
be around 30, yet has heen column- 
ing for around five years. 


Nix Buff Times Revival 
Employes of the suspended Buf- 
falo (N. Y.) Times have given up ef- 
forts to interest capital for the pa- 
| per’s resumption and will seek jobs 





elsewhere. Money interests ap- | 
proached were said to have ex- 
pressed doubt that the city could 


support more than the present num- 
ber of papers. 

| Group of employes which had at- 
| tempted to get the daily going again 
was headed by Harry S. Mullany, of 
the Times editorial staff. 

Group of prominent Buffalo Demo- 
crats are reported active in spon- 
soring new daily to be known as 
the Buffalo Democrat. 


$10,000 Prize Contest Starts 

| Seventh Atlantic Monthly-Little, 
Brown prize novel contest is on, with 
|; usual award of $10,000 for the win- 


ning entrant. Half of the prize 
money is an outright award and 
; Other half an advance against roy- 
alties. 


No restrictions of any kind except 
that works entered must not be 
translations, or have been previously 


published. Closing date April 1, 
1940, with winner to be announced 
two months later. 


Ken's $100,000 Libel Suit 


William J. Brown 
libel action in the 


filed a $100,000 


Mi Ee 


7 } 
federal 


court Saturday (2) against Ken, Inc., 
charging that as-result of an article 
published in the magazine on Sept. 
8, 1938, he had lost over $25,000 
worth of business for his health 
farm, Brown operates the ‘Bill 
Brown Health Farm’ in Garrison, 
A 


| Ken has since been suspended by 
the Esquire bunch. 
Philly Bulletin’s Sun. Extra 
The Philly Eve. Bulletin published 


} a special war edition on Sunday (3), 


| the first time the rag has come out 

!on the Sabbath in 34 years. 

| The last Sunday edition hit the 
streets on ‘Bloody Sunday.’ in the 

|} spring of 1905, when several thou- 

|; sand peasants were massacred by 

| Cossacks. 

| ——" 

Life Sued for Million 

| Suit was filed versus Life maga- 
zine in Los Angeles for $1,000,006 by 
Ira C. and Myrtle C. Overdorff, op- 
erators of training school tor young 
film aspirants. 

' Libel is charged in two complaints. 


gan publication of an American edi- | 


as the Kenform section of the late | 


to. 


Daily column which Cal Tinney | 


the McNaught | 


‘ 
Ravenna 


! 

Anti-Intolerance Group 

| Group of scribblers headed by 
| Dashiell Hammett, ace whodunit 
|creator, active in combating intol- 
| erance, have formed a publishing or- 
| Zanization to put out periodicals, 
' books and pamphlets as a means of 
' furthering their cause. Call it Equal- 
‘ity Publishers, name being indica- 
tive of purpose. 

Interested with Hammett in the 
project are John Schreiber, Andrew 
W. Loewi, Albert Deutsch, Aaron 
Lipper, Leo W. Schwarz and Lucy 
Strunsky. 


Scribner’s Mag Cold 

Scribner’s Magazine definitely will 
not resume. Refinancing arrange- 
,ments having failed to work out sat- 
isfactorily, Magazine Associates, 
which issued the pub, is being liqui- 
dated. 

Likely that the title of the period- 
ical will be bought back by the book- 
publishing company of the same 
name, from whom Harlan Logan ac- 
quired the mag. Firm has bid for 
the title. 


Short Stories’ 50th Anni 
Longevity of some of the pulp 
mags is illustrated by the fact that 
Short Stories completes 50 years of 
publication within a few months. 
Plans under way for a 50th anni- 
versary number. 


Published twice a month, it’s one 
of the very few pulps selling at 25c 
a copy. Blue Book Magazine only 
recently went from 15c to 25c. 





LITERATI OBITS 


Charles P. Martyn, 63, make-up 
editor of the N. Y. Post until his re- 
tirement in May because of iliness, 
died Aug. 29 in Roxborough, Pa. 
Served on the old Philadelphia 
North American and Press, and on 
the Public Ledger, before going to 
N. Y. 

Edwin Young Lacey, 80, Ohio's 
oldest newspaperman, died Aug. 27 
in Ravenna, O. He was actively en- 
gaged in writing a column for the 
Evening Record until his 


death. 

Ferdinand B. Fasola, 68, writer for 
American and foreign mags and 
newspapers under his own name and 
that of ‘Verigas,’ died Aug. 30 in N. Y. 
Born in Italy, but lived most of his 
life here. 

C. Frederick Baecker, 51, assistant 
treasurer of Editorial Publications, 
publishers of The New Republic. 
Antiques and Asia Magazine, died 
Aug. 28 in Kingston, N. Y. One of 
the three original members of. the 
staff of Asia, he was business man- 
ager of the periodical in addition to 
his other duties with the publishing 
organization. 

Yukichi lIwanaga, 56, prez of 
Domei, Japanese news agency, and 
pioneer of modern Japanese journal- 
ism, died Aug. 2 in Toky Was 
managing director of the Nippon 
Shimbun Rengo until its absorption 
by Domei, making latter the 
most Japanese news service. 

Henry James Buxton, 58, newspa- 
perman and author, died Aug. 30 in 
Stockton Springs, Me. Formerly a 
special feature writer on the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune, and also worked on 
papers in Boston and Philadelphia. 
Since his retirement three years ago 
did a column for the Bangor (Me.) 
Daily News. Authored three books, 
one of them, ‘Assignment Down East,’ 
an account of his newspaper experi- 
ences. 


fore- 


Ada Sterling, 76, novelist, poetess 
and playwright, died Sept. 1 in N. 
Y. Her first novel, ‘Belle of the Fif- 
ties,” appeared in 1904. Her best 
known play was ‘Mary, Queen of 
Scots,’ written in verse. Also tran 
lated a number of works from the 
Gern and French. 

CHATTER 

I C. Douglas signed for a fi 
eciure tou 

Anne Parrish to Bermuda t 
on ane novel, 

Herbert S. Lenz a new addition to 
he staff of Look. 

Prosperity Publishing Co. formed 


by Lawrence Bruehl, 

Book and Magazine Guild planning 
a party Sept. 20 in N. Y. 

George Haskill off for Carmel, 
Cal.. next week by motor 

War has caused Janet Tobbitt to 
call off her trip to England. 

Lowell Brentano and Bruce Lan- 


‘ had ~Allal r c 
caster have collabed on a novel. 


Rose Wilder Lane to Idaho fo: 
some cattle round-up color for a 
novel. 

Julia Davis, the novelist, taking 
care of a couple of Spanish refugee 


children. 
Stera Bosa to New Mexico 
some scribbling and painting of 


local scene. 


fo 
the 


(Miss) I. A. R. Wylie back from 
Europe just befure the start of the 
big imbr ) 

A. A. Milne, the book wv er ane 


; however, 





U.S. Won’t Dicker with Pix 


Continued from page 2 





Coast Theatres Corp. prior rights to 
negotiate for and to exhibit pictures 
released by them: that Fox-West 
Coast Theatres obtains such pictures 
on more favorable terms than inde- 
pendent exhibitors and is not re- 
quired to purchase all pictures re- 
leased; that Fox-West Coast The- 


atres Corp. demands and receives ad- | 


herence to zoning ad clearance 
schedules in favor of its theatres and 
to the discrimination of independent 
theatres; and that such practices 
have resulted in the monopolization 
by Fox-West Coast Theatres of first 
run and other early run theatres in 
virtually every desirable location in 
Southern California,” Arnold re- 
marked. 


In using the contempt complaint | 
Justice Department | 


technique, the 
still has an ace-in-the-hole. If the 
federal district court fails to agree 
that there was a conspiracy to vio- 
late the consent decree and rules 
against the government. it will still 
be possible for the D.J. to use the 
evidence accumulated during the 
long study as basis for another 
equity action. Supplemental relief 
via the injunction route could be 
sought. 

While spokesmen for Arnold and 


Murphy made no predictions, it was | 


evident the department wants the 
court to hand out stiff penalties and 
will fight any ‘go and sin no more’ ad- 
monition. Memorandum listing the 


cant note that ‘penalty in criminal 
contempt is fine or 
or both.’ This was not contained, 
in the formal press an- 
nouncement, 


———— 


Coast Exhibs Profess 
No Surprise at Move 
Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 


| individual defendants carried signifi- | 


imprisonment, | 








U. S. District Court Judge 
Cosgrove in August, 1930. 
Use by Government of the crim- 
inal procedure leaves way open, it 
is pointed out, for launching of an 
equity action if criminal complaint is 
dismissed. This proceeding, a type 
seldom employed, will, it is figured, 
short-cut the presentation of 
dence. Also, it is contended by in- 
dustry observers, that present action 
brings to a head controversial ques- 


George 


evie 


| tion of so-called ‘clearance’ enjoved 


by Fox-West Coast in the exhibition 
of pictures, and whether this clear- 
ance, in effect since the entering of 
the consent decree, and more or less 
the same as apnroved by NRA. is a 
reasonabie clearance. 

Specific charges against the 13 de- 
fendant corporations and 54 individ- 
uals, all officers or emploves of the 
companies, charge that defendants 
‘continuously since the date of entry 
of said (consent) decree, have joint- 
ly and severally violated its provi- 
sions, in that annually in each film 
buying season they have prevented 
unaffiliated exhibitors from contract- 
ing for and selecting motion picture 
films to be exhibited at their re- 
spective theatres until after negotia- 
tions have been completed between 
the several defendant distributors 
and defendant Fox-West Coast. un- 
less, in certain instances, said af- 
filiated exhibitors have been willing 
to sign applications for contracts on 
the express understanding that the 
terms and conditions thereof would 
be dependent upon the contracts to 


| be included for such season between 


| selective contracts 


Long-expected crackdown of De-; 


partment of Justice on Fox-West 
Coast Theatres and major distribu- 
tion companies for alleged violation 


of the 1930 consent decree, as 
claimed in numerous complaints filed 
by independent exhibitors during 
past couple of years, did not occa- 
sion any great amount of surprise | 
locally, when criminal contempt 
charges were filed in U. S. district 
court here (31). Principal surprise 
was over decision of Government to 


invoke the criminal statutes, instead 
of an action in equity. 

Contempt charges were personally 
filed here by Albert J. Law and 
Harold F. Collins, special assistants 
to the U. S. attorney general, who 
conducted investigation here cover- 
ing greater part of past two years. 
Probe was conducted following nu- 
merous complaints from indies that 


F-WC and major distributing cor- 
porations had been constantly vio- 
lating consent decree entered by 
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Culkin Banning 
midwest 
hort st in N. Y, 
Daniel Melcher, who's with the 
Alliance Book Corp., has placed his 
own book with Dodd, Mead 
Virginia Cole Pritchard going 
Alaska to visit her son, who’s 
with the Coast Guard 
Charlie May Simon, 
bler, on an At 
1usband, John , 
Robert Halff, forme: reader 
for Alex Yokel, has completed a first 
novel, ‘Four Mv Bed.’ 
Tucker, whose first novel, 


Slagle’s’ is creating at- 


return- 


he! home after a 


ing 


ay 


is 
to 
tnere. 

femn 


1e Sc} 


ith her 


O- 


Pry ft 


play 


Corners to 


of Carter Dickson. 
‘The Reader Is 


just out, is John Dicks 


wil whodunit 
Wa! 
Carr 

Volume of 
Jean Harlow, 
hed by 


ned,’ is 


iT 


in 


‘Jean's 


poems mem 


entitled 


of 


ry 
L0SeS, 
its author, Estelle 

New 
expel 


in 
on the 
ip 


Marian Cann Hamp- 


iences of 


on 


re, drawing 


Gautemala tr 


last 


her year for a 
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the several defendants and Fox-West 
Coast.’ 
Zoning and Clearance 

Zoning and clearance setup is also 
attacked, likewise ‘continued first 
runs,’ preferred playing time and 
entered into with 
F-WC. 

Attempting to support its charges 
on monopolistic practices, Govern- 
ment contends that defendants ‘have 
wilfully and knowingly violated and 
disobeved provisions of the consent 
decree, by the means and for the 
purpose of dominating control of ex- 
hibition throughout Southern Cali- 
fornia.’ 

Show cause order, issued by Judge 


McCormick, simultaneously with fil- 
ing of criminal complaint, is return- 
able Oct. 16. Hearing is set 


before 
Judge George Cosgrave, now on va- 
cation. 

Defendants named 
ment’s action are: 

Fox-West Coast Theatres Corp., 
Fox-West Coast Agency Corp.. Fox- 
West Coast Service Corn. and S»vyros 
P. Skouras, Charles P. Skouras, Wil- 
liam T. Powers, Charles A. Buckley, 
Al Hanson, John B. Bertero, J. J. 
Sullivan, Larry Kent, Thornton Sar- 
gent, Cullen Espy, Dick Dickson, 
George Bowser, B. V. Sturdivant 

Loew’s Inc., and Metro-Golk 
Mayer Distributing Corp. and Nich- 
olas M. Schenck, Al Lichtman, Wil- 
liam F. Rodgers, Edward M. Saun- 
ders, George A. Hickey, Clayton T. 
Lynch. 

Paramount Pictures, Inc.., 
ney Balaban, Neil F. Agnew, Charles 
M. Reagan, Myke H. Lewis. George 
A. Smith, Carroll N. Peacock. 


in the Govern- 


WwvY¥Ne 


2 


and Bar- 


Warner Bros. and Vitagranh and 
Harry M. Warner, Albert W. War- 
ner. Gradwell he Si a Re n K l- 
menson, W. E. Callaway, N H. 
Brower. 

United Artists and Murray Silver- 
stone, George J Schaefe! c J 
Schlaifer, Ben Fish, E. W. MclI Y 

Universal and J. Cheever Cowdi: 
William A. Scully, Nathan J. Blum- 
berg, Charles J. Feldman, Wil 1 
J. Heineman, James R. Grainger, A, 
J. O’Keefe 

RKO-Radio and RKO Distributing 
Corp., and Leo Spitz. Ned F De- 
pinet, Jules Levy, Cresson E. Smith, 
Harry Cohen, George J. Schaefer, 
N. P. Jacobs. 

20th Century-Fox and Jo eph M. 
Schenck, W. J. Kupper, Sidney R. 
Kent, Herman Wobber, John N 
Dillon. 


‘Ontario ITO Protest 


N. Y. Herald | 


Delays in Clearance 


Independent Theatre Owners of 
Ontario has called a meeting for 
Sept. 7 at the King Edward hotel, 


Toronto, to take a stand against pri- 


ority on product availability enjoved 
by Canadian chains, in situations 
where indie houses charge higher 
| admissions, and also priority in ex- 
tended zones often stretching 25 
miles or more. 

Practice of chains holding back 
picture availability t ough delaved 
bookings will also be score 
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tales 





Al Rosen reported in better con- 
dition. 

Reggie Hammerstein has joined 
RCA’s television staff. 

Specs demanded $3 for 75c tickets 
to Harvest Moon Ball last week. 

Mort Nathanson caught in Paris in 
the midst of it all, but he ‘loves it’— 
sez he. 


Dave Palfreyman back to Hays’ 


ofiice yesterday (Tues.) from Indi- | 


ana visit. 


Phyllis Perlman replaced ill 


Frank McCarthy as p.a. for George | 


Abbott shows, 


doing satisfactorily at Mt. Sinai hosp 
after an operation, 

William Rowland has completed 
his third Spanish production, | 
‘Hatred,’ in Mexico for RKO. 

Owney Lawler drove down from | 


Saratoga a week ahead of race, to start work on ‘La Comedie du! appendectomy. 


meeting’s end, getting three flats on! 
the trip. 

Frank Moore, juggler, who was | 
appearing in Germany for the past | 
year, is one professional who can- | 
not get out. 

George Lottman due to resume his | 
p.a. biz in New York in October | 
after taking his family to Miami for | 
their health. 

David Lewis, managing director 
for Metro in the Argentine, is due in 
New York shortly on a regular 
homeoffice visit. 


Luis Enrique Perez, Venezuelan 
distributor of Republic Pictures, is in 
New York for confabs with Morris 
Goodman, Rep foreign heac. 

Charles Olajos, Erpi treasurer, | 
headed for the Coast over the week- 
end for a vacation and huddle at the 
wees offices. Returns Sept. 
15. 

Richard (Dick) Berger, snaneaine | 
director of the St. Louis Municipal | 
Opera Assn., is an expectant father. | 
He’s a former Broadway boxoffice | 
man, 

Arthur Loew, Metro’s foreign de- 
partment head, back from the Coast, | 
where he was called hurriedly last | 
Thursday. Made trip both ways by 
plane. 

Bill Halligan can remember way | 
back when a blackout was a scene 
in one of the Shubert ‘nights’ re- | 
vues; now it’s a major war pro-| 
eeedure. | 

Joe Laurie, Jr., put a blanket on | 
his 100° American dachshund. He}! 
was getting dirty looks from 200% | 
Americans, so he did it for protec- | 
tion for both. 

Newsstand dealers in Times Square 
report heaviest street sale of papers | 
in the last 10 years or more, be-| 
cause of interest in European war | 
developments. | 

W. P. Montague, back from two} 
weeks of vacation, landed back in 
N. Y. in the midst of newsreel war 
coverage. He is assignment ed at} 
Paramount newsreel. 

Annual fall convention of the So- | 
ciety of Motion Picture Engineers in | 
New York Oct. 16-19. Presentation | 
of awards at banquet and dance Oct. 
18 at Hotel Pennsylvania. 

Despite all rumors on the actors- | 
stagehands settlement, the White 
House was too busy with major in- 
ternational headaches to be con-| 
cerned in the issue, at least right | 
now. 








It’s not healthy to cheer the Ger- | 


mans in the newsreel theatres now- 
adays, as one spectator at the Em- 
bassy learned last week. Nearby 
gent, obviously of Polish origin, 
swung a haymaker and there was no 
more cheering. 

Lewis J. Buddy, in charge of Par- 
amount newsreel on the continent, 
returned to London iast week, taking 
the Dixie Clipper which got away 
Thursday (31). He took Arthur 
Menken, war cameraman, with him 
for European coverage. 

Lawrence Tibbett, who planed in 
from the Coast early this week, was 
one of the speakers at the Sunday 
night (3) actor mass meeting in 
Hollywood. He flew out last week 
to meet Mrs. Tibbett, who was re- 
turning from Honolulu, where her 
14-year-old son had just died. 





Paris 


Jack Forrester enlisted. 

Harry Baur off to Holland. 

Opera Comique reopened with 
“Carmen.” 

Nat Goldsone, Hollywood agent, 
in for look around. 

‘Vire-Vent,’ at the Etoile, has 
topped its 200th performance. 

Paramount cinema has been set to 
go under Siritzky-Gaumont shingle. 

W.k. pre-war opera singer, Gen- 
evieve Vix, dead after short illness. 

Five new cinemas to be opened in 
Nantes, bringing total to 20 for that 
city. 

Cinema showpieces have taken 
on queer look with unlighted mar- 
quees 


| lish. 
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month with show, ‘Les Jeux du Cir- 
que 1940° (The 1940 Circus Games’). 

Minister Anatole de Monzie inau- 
| gurated highest radio station in Eu- 
| rope in Andorra—in the heart of the 
| Pyrenees, 

Haroid Smith back from Naples 
with C. C. Pettijohn, Pettijohn, Jr., 
and Johnnie Burke, intercollegiate 
golf champ. 


The Ambassadeurs had been set! yorce. 


to open Sept. 29 with a press gala 
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Hollywood | 


Louis Chatain to hospital. 
Lewis Stone back from Honolulu. 
James R. Grainger to Minneapolis. 








tions to a startling low. Columbia 





| presided by Premier Daladier. But 
it's off now. ; | 
Mme. Cecile Ritter Ciampi, who 


to take the veil, died at 79 in Saint 
Briac convent. 


received at Biarritz. 


} 
ge producer Leon Volterra’s ' opservation. 
i wife in 


auto- 
which one killed, 10 injured. 
escaped with light injuries. 


Ramon Novarro has been on sing- | up poisoning. 


ing tour of France. He had been set 
Bonheur’ 
ness’). 

Variety house Bobino reopening 
Sept. 8 with Charpini, Georgius, Jean 
Lumiere, Rina Ketty, Saint-Granier, 
Charles Trenet, Marguerite Moreno 
and Edith Piaff. 

French film actor Berval, skedded 
to leave for Hollywood Oct. 4, has 
been sued for 1,000,000 francs (about 
$28,000) by producer Rene Bianco 
for alleged breach of contract. 


(The Comedy of Happi- 





London 


Robert Schless headquartering in 
London. 

Mrs. Roy Fox en route here from 
Australia. 

Max Miller has just bought a house 
near Brighton, 

Morton Selten, stage and film ac- 
tor, left $60,000. 

Gabriel Pascal has applied for 
British naturalization. 

Aileen Marson left around $3,000. 
Young actress died following birth 
of twins. 

Jimmy Campbell has joined Noel 
Gay Music Publishing Corp. as gen- 


gave up big dramatic singing career | 


First performance of Louis Ver- stage offer. 
neuil’s ‘Une Femme de Ma Vie’ (A| 
Gertrude Gelbin of ‘Loew office | Woman of My Life’) enthusiastically | month tour. 


accident at Nantes _ in| 
She | Mexico City. 





eral manager. 

Noel Coward has changed the 
title of his play, ‘Sweet Sorrow,’ to 
‘Play for Comedy.’ 

Jack Doyle forsaking vaudeville 


~ 


for fortnight to train for fight Spt. 

28, but resumes personals Oct. 2. 
Raphael Jover, of the Two Jovers, 

stranded in Munich. He is Swiss, 


while his brother Tommy is Eng- 


Carroll Levis’ film, ‘Carroll Levis 
Discoveries,’ made by Grand Nation- 
al (London), already booked for en- 
tire Odeon circuit. 

John B. Myers has taken over the 
publicity for the Curzon and Paris 
cinemas, where foreign films have 
been on exhibition. 

Stafford and Louise postponed 
their opening at the Empire, Hol- 
born, as current show interfered 
with stage space required for their 
offering. 

‘Serenade’ is new show written by 
Eric Maschwitz, with songs by 
Robert Stolz, for Richard Tauber. 





| Will be done at His Majesty's the- 


atre when and if. 
Tom Payne, of Payne and Hilliard. 
trying to buy Victor Moore’s old 


| vaudeville vehicle, which latter did 


with his wife years ago. Title of 
act is ‘Change Your Act, or Go Back 


| to the Woods.’ 


Harry Bradbury-Pratt, once promi- 
nent nitery operator, has formed 
syndicate to take over the Femina, 
in Regent street, to operate as a bot- 


tle club. Nitery will be remonick- 
ered the Kit-Cat. 
Abe Holloway, father of Jimmy 


Nervo (Nervo and Knox), and for- 
l\merly of the Five Holloways, to be 
| ringmaster of Collins & Grade cir- 
| cus, playing Alexandra Palace as 
Christmas attraction. 

Eric Maschwitz and Arnin Robin- 
son’s show, ‘On Reviens Toujours,’ 
| with music by Oscar Straus, was to 
ibe done at the Marigny 
| Paris, with Fernand Gravet as lead- 
}ing man. But it was all subject to 
settled conditions. 

New agency contract, under Lon- 
don County Council regulations, bars 
agent from acting as rep of an act. 
despite having long-term contract, if 





agent cannot get artist work in 
three months. Agents not allowed 
to collect more than 10% despite 


acting as personal reps or managers. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








C. D. Hill, local rep for Columbia 
Pictures, in N. Y. on biz. 





|} South St. 


| Hollywood. 


Louis nabe, 


|organization, during 1939-40. 
succeeds Willard Holland. 
Brooklyn Club, across the river, 


Fred Marshall nursing a tracvured 
leg. 
Mrs. Ken Maynard granted a di- 


and Monogram, too, are easing up. 


Studio production bosses have only 
| themselves to blame for the nation- 


Terry De Lapp back on job after’ wide hue and cry that has been gen. ' 


illness. |erated in the last year against con- 
Albert Dekker bought a ranch near | tinuance of crime films. They told 

Encino. ; themselves that the customers craved 
Irene Ware in from London for 


alm work. ge ig gp en glee 
cate ; — : vay | 0 1e crimers, stories for which, 
Regis Toomey mulling Broadw iT | incidontaiie, aa he hen ae Ganie 
| considerably below those of any 
other variety of yarn. Result was 
that it became almost impossible 
'for cinema shoppers to spot a mar- 
to _quee that did not bally at least one 
underworld opus. 


Barrett Kiesling back from four- 
Linda Winters in hospital for sinus 


George Berthelon motoring 
Robert Paige suffering from make- | 
ep , Breen’s Warning Ignored 
William Madsen recovering from ad 
For almost two years Joe Breen, 

Arthur Loew here for huddles on chief purity-sealer, and _ widely- 
foreign markets. a |secattered censor boards have been 

Gene Markey back to work after njeading with lot chiefs to ease up, 


»- liege : . 
PHCUMON.R SiC. | but their entreaties fell on deaf ears. 


Isa Miranda under doctor’s care | ;, ding 
with ‘war nerves.’ i Even frequent blasts from criminal 
Lee Powell returned from a 26- court judges and juries handling juve 
week personal tour. | offenders, who had followed in the 
Ann Marsters here from Chicago footsteps of their gun-toting si!ver- 
for studio interviews. | sheet heroes, failed to impress Hol- 
Elaine Ramsay back on Paramount lywood biggies. Race to see which 
4 ae ye a plant could turn out biggest annual 
: output of gangster features was on, 


formed new talent agency. ; 
Miriam Sine in ine for di- | apparently destined for an extended 
vorce from Anatole Litvak. __ | Stay. 
P ates. mae Viste ore filed suit} Then it was that the women folk 
or divorce trom sid slivers, _ got busy. Working through Parent- 
Harold W. Cohen back to Pitts- Teacher associations and other petti- 
burgh after month of studio gander- eee t 
ing for Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. coat organizations, they first tried to 
i effect a remedy through newspaper 
propaganda, and failing in that, they 





Mothers Nix Crime Pix 


Continued from page 3 





| would prove that crime does not 
pay. 

It required a lot of argument, but 
, Hughes won out both with the cen. 
sors and with Hays when he hams 
mered at the idea that young Amer. 
ica had the racketeering bug be. 
cause the screen had built a glamour 
around bootlegging, 
and even murder. He, however 
would strip crime of any brighter 
side, and revise the juves’ attitude, 

Hughes kept his word. Under. 
world characters in his script paid 
the price, and in so doing, revealed 
themselves as ‘rats’ instead of idols, 
The picture returned fat dividends, 
which was all that was needed to 
start the ball rolling. 


Breaking Up the Gang 


With dawn of each new selling 
season since release of ‘Scarface’ in 
1932, the number of crimers has 
swelled. But no more. Typical of 
the times is the Hays office's refusal 
to give the go signal to Warners on 
its projected ‘John Dillinger, Out- 
law.’ 

Burbank execs brought in Charlie 
Blake, Chicago newspaperman, who 
had covered most of Dillinger’s ex- 
ploits, with orders to grind out the 
true tale of the one-time Public 
Enemy. Hays’ lads frowned at an- 
nouncement, then put down their 
figurative foot with bang when stu. 
dio moved to register the title. 

Neither the biog of Dillinger nor 
any of his ilk will be permitted to 
go before cameras in the future un- 


racketeering 





brought into play the boycott cam- 
Westport, Conn. at into play the boycott’ cam 


paign. It was a successful weapon, 

By Humphrey Doulens as many a sadder but wiser exhib 
will admit. 

Inaugurating the new hands-off 

policy was 20th-Fox, which never 

went overboard on crimers, but 





Ralph Ingersoll around. 
Country Playhouse shuttered. 
Franklin P. Adams back to N.Y. 


less there is a complete and totally 
unexpected change of front on the 
part of industry’s leaders. 





Power Rushed Back 








Grace Moore due here this week.|! which was good for a few each sea- 


Mrs. Thomas Meighan in from the | son. Sol M. Wurtzel, responsible for 


Coast. | lower budget product on the West- | 
Ping Dolan house-hunting for) wood lot, early in 1939 erased from | 

Re Trench beck from Bar- | his then tentative 1939-40 sked every- 
rison, Me. an thing bearing a gangster aroma. He | 


Wilella Waldorf at Se a straight comedies and 
vine qlario Braggiotis extending wo and a group of Cisco Kid ms 
ge Tingle conductor of Ballet | more expensive pictures, slashed his | 

Bill Spier visiting the Andre Kos-| list te one. crimer-‘Johnny Apollo” 


telanetzes (Lily Pons), 
Lawrence Langner postponed his | That, also, went by the boards a few 


vacationing 





‘Philadelphia Story’ outing Sun-| weeks ago, with ‘Daytime Wife’ re- | 
“~~ sad sents Susie placing it as a Power vehicle. 

oca eadliners gave rearic | Universal, which turned out n y 

2 Sangh : ut many 

monte, birthday luncheon Thurs- a low-allottment crimer in 1938-39, | 

Anne Whelan, writer for the | as practically wiped its slate clean 

Bridgeport (Conn.) Post, sailed for | this year, dropping from its program 

Europe Saturday (2). |}even the Irving Starr Crime Club- 





| bers, which it distributed for several 


| stanzas. In their place it is making 
Stroudsburg Pa. modest-cost musicals and comedy 
, dramas. Incidentally, Starr has 





By John J. Bartholomew 


dropped the formula entirely, and 


moved over to Columbia, for which 
Ken Ritter at Onawa Lodge. he is to turn out a number of musi- 











Vincent Sorey and Frank Falo at cals starring Tony Martin. 
Lutherland. 
PR and Margaret Sittig at Seal | 
arbor, Me. Paramount is 
The Sherman added a midnight! easing up on A nay ns ger 
stage show over the holiday. | skad ae thi 8 oe — 
Jack and Jane West with Peggy | ; a ee eee eee only 
King and Nanno at Harold Brugler’s | ‘9 9 that classification, both of 
Columbia hotel. | them based on J. Edgar Hoover’s 
Buck Hill Players finaled with| book, from which producer Harold 
premiere of Cornelia Stabler Gil- | Hurley already has turned out a duo. 
“= s ‘Fun ed —: - ‘ ; Like other studios, Par will give mu- 
ommy onlin’s Pennsylvanians | sicals ee tr : 
and Dave Stout’s hillbillies played | —— a ve making films a fling. 
RKO has trimmed its crime list | 


Par’s Pair on Hoover 

















theatre, | 


Al Rosecan, owner of the Princess,| Melbourne for Tivoli Theatres, in| 1931, when he announced his inten- 
back from | Sydney for the same management. 


Kelly Yeaton, Seattle, will direct|in Melbourne for Williamson-Tait. 
|the Mummers of St. Louis, theatrical | Sydney season follows. 
He | will premiere ‘Under Your Hat,’ Lon- 


Pocono Manor Inn’s country frolic. | 
Nick Kenny has two new tunes | to one or two. Republic, which has 
Ben Eaton's; given them big play in past, also is 


soon to be published. 
boys at Buckwood Inn grill have | shying away. There'll be some from 
Warners, but few in comparison to 


| been featuring them. : 
Show at Penn-Stroud included) supply milled in past. Metro. like 
20th-Fox, is assuming a_ thumbs- 


| Patricia Likely, Corday and Cordell, 
|Gloria Barto, Eddie Morgan, Gerry down attitude. Columbia and ee 
agram, with story shelves not so 


|Larison, Patti’s violin, Billy Bus- 
well’s Hammond, Ernie Mitchell’s | 
and Ted Brewster’s twin piano band,| well equipped as those of some| 
with Eddie James as m.c. rivals, are withdrawing from the | 
een | crime field as rapidly as other kind 
| of stories can be rounded up. 


Australia | 


By Eric Gorrick , 


Howard Hughes, who long since | 
has yanked his oil millions out of 
the celluloid realm in favor of avia- 
tion, is directly responsible for the 
returning | Ow doomed crimer wave, although 

| he, no doubt, would express sur- 
prise at the accusation, having been 
out of production for more than 
half a decade. It all goes back to 








Nick Lucas in Sydney for Tivoli. 

Charlotte Greenwood 
soon to the U. S. 

Terrific winter weather throughout 
New Zealand has crippled trade! 
completely. 

George Robey, after a good run in 





| ae of filming ‘Scarface’ with Paul 
Switzerland Ice Show is a cleanup| Muni starred and George Raft at 
top of supporting cast. 


Same unit 


There has been a cycle of films 


don musical hit, in Adelaide. | glorifying criminals that had stirred 


| union’ as soon as possible. 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 


Music stores are plugging the old- | 


the ire of the country as it had 





es. 
Harold Smith volunteered to do|expected to reopen soon. Place} 


his bit at the American Embassy | shuttered recently during gambling, of Washington Square’ 


during the crisis. 

Violinist Marius Casadesus slight- | 
ly hurt in auto accident while ouri’ title in Kansas City last week 
vacationing in Brittany. | and right to compete in ‘Miss Amer- 

Jean Murat laid up with broken | ica’ contest. She received runner-up 
rib when he argued with a passing | honors at the St. Louis county Fair 
automobile at Cannes. |for tag of ‘Miss Greater St. Louis,’ | 

Medrano Circus opening late this ' but qualified for the state title. 


purge in St. Clair county, II. 





Marge Ley won the ‘Miss Miss-| screening in Sydney for Hoyts. 


time musical numbers used in ‘Rose | never before been aroused by a cin- 
(20th) and|ematic mode. Censorship authori- 

‘The Castles’ (RKO), both currently | ties clamped on a drastic taboo, sup- 
ported in the fullest by the Hays 


Jack Lester, former producer for office. But Hughes had a new twist 


A. B. Marcus, is said to be dickerin ‘ ° : 
with Henry Mollison and Lina one for ‘Scarface,’ he pointed out. He 
quette (Mrs. Mollison) to tour New| Would allow the criminals to ride 
Zealand in the P. G. Wodehouse| high through the picture, then give 
comedy, ‘Good Morning Bill.’ ‘em ‘the works’ before the fade. He 








Tyrone Power and his bride, An- 
nabella, arrived in New York on 
Friday (1) from abroad and flew to 
Hollywood next day to start on a 
new picture on the 20th-Fox lot on 
Monday. It was to have been Pows 
er’s ‘Johnny Apollo,’ but now off. 

Couple flew. back from their 
honeymoon trip aboard the Dixie 
Clipper from Marseilles. 





Averts Strike 


Continued from page 4———__1 








tion begin functioning as ‘one big 


It is hoped that the overlapping 


| memberships and dues may be elimi- 


nated quickly, with the various 
working details to be ironed out 
later, and that the constitution be 
completely rewritten, ratified by the 
various union boards and submitted 
to a national convention of the Four 
A’s combined memberships. Also, 
as soon as it can be worked out, the 
offices of the various affiliates would 
be housed under one roof in New 
York. 

Although the broad outline of the 
idea is fairly clear, there are count- 
less details to be settled. One would 
be the problem of setting up Four 
A’s offices in cities all over the coune 
try, in order to cooperate with the 
stagehands and musicians in an or- 
ganizing drive. Such a move will 
require not only offices and organ- 
izers, but also permanent personnel 
for each spot. 

First point in the Four A’s-IATSE 
settlement calls for the two unions to 
‘enter into an agreement similar to 
that existing between the IATSE and 
the AFM.’ But it adds that ‘certain 
changes will have to be made to 


| make the agreement applicable to 


the Four A's.’ That refers particu- 
larly to the clause saying that 1 
case one contracting party goes On 


| strike against an employer, the other 


contractee will out on two 
weeks’ notice. 

Since actors and the actor unions 
frequently have long-term contracts, 
that clause must be modified to meet 
conditions in the actor field. There 
were several other clauses in the 25- 
year-old agreement that the Four A's 
leaders felt might be open to various 
interpretations, so the statement that 
‘certain changes’ were to be made 
was purposely left broad. 

It is pointed out that the IATSE- 
AFM agreement is not binding for 
any definite term. Therefore it will 
be in effect as long as mutually satis- 
factory. In other words, either sid@ 
may abrogate it without notice if it 
ceases to be mutually advantageous. 
However, whether such an agree- 
ment exists or not, the effect of @ 
strike by the IATSE or AFM would 
be virtually the samme, since the ac- 
tors, being also AFL members, could 
not cross a picket line, That would 
amount to the same as being on 
Strike, too. 


walk 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





In re: Rastus Barrymore 
New York. 

itor, VARIETY: 
=, of the first of VARIETY’s many 
accomplishments was to prove that 
actors could read. That was back 
in 1905. In the 34 years that have 
come and gone since then, however, 
it has yet to be proved that a 
VARIETY MUgg could write. 

That is only mentioned, though, 
in passing on to something else. For 


now we have a species of VARIETY | 


mugg who can’t believe his own 
(The first time I saw this par- 


ears. 
ticular VARIETY mugg’s ears, I 
couldn't believe them either, But 


that’s beside the point). 
I recall Skig’s football selections 
which once adorned your pages. A 


lot of boys cleaned up on them be- | 


cause they were smart enough to 
bet the other way. I recall Abel 
solemnly declaring, about six years 
or so ago, and in print, that ‘Radio 
is on the downbeat.’ I recall Bige 
stating, and also in print, that ‘Green 
Pastures’ would not run more than 
10 weeks. 

But it now appears that all these 
and many more were mere whim- 
sies, short and delightful flights to 
the realm of fantasy. For now we 
come to the behemoth of brodies, 
a journalistic Merkle that defiies 
comparison. 
Page 34, column five, of the Aug. 9 


issue of VARIETY, under the depart- | 


ment called ‘Follow-Up Comment,’ 
and see for yourself. 

Perhaps it all comes from handing 
a radio assignment to a mugg whose 
customary reviewing orbit ranges 
from trapeze acts to left hooks, 
with a short stopover now and then 
at a Cornell premiere. 

At any rate, I can see the mugg 


slouching home after a hard day’s 
hunt through 46th street with fing 
and typewriter. I can see him put 


it down in an easy Morris, take off 
his shoes, stack his feet up on the 
mantelpiece. Then he says, ‘Lil,’ he 

‘I gotta catch something on 
wireless.’ 


Savs, 
the 
‘Do you mean you've going to 
view a radio program without 
ting on your tuxedo?’ Lil asks 
And the mugg says, ‘This is mufti 


re- 
put- 


night, dame. I’m catching the Rudy 
Vallee Hour.’ 

Whereupon he cups his gnarled 
paw around the dial and tunes in 
at station WEAF, Then he listens |} 
to the Rudy Vallee Hour. 

Next we find him back in the 
Variety Office. He sits down and 
writes, ‘Another bit that pleased the 


studio crowd came from two colored 
lads billed as being rescued from a 
Mississippi mud-bank, one. called 


Rastus Barrymore. 

What's wrong with that? Nothing 
—except that the ‘two colored lads’ 
on the Vallee Hour were (a) John 
Barrymore and (b) Lou Holtz 

You ean see for yourself, on Page 
34. as aforesaid. 


Touche, Touche! 


Joe Bigelow. 


mugegs. 


Geo. Broadhurst Amplifies 
Motecatini Terne, France. 
Editor, Variety: 
Your’ article 


Gaige suit v 


headed Selwyn- 
Veiller on ‘Law’ re- 
fers to me: ‘Play was a distinct flop 
at the time (when produced in Chi- 
cago at the Princess theatre, 1912). 
Script had been somewhat revised 
by the then top dramatist, the late 
George Broadhurst.’ 

The news that I am defunct 
evidently been delayed in reaching 
me, and I must award your reporter 
the obituary scoop of the month 
The other portion of the information 
is equally misleading. When the 
story was produced in Chicago I had 
had no connection with it, either 
directly or indirectly. 

Afier the production in Chicago I 
Was engaged to rewrite the play. 
Your article says I was given a small 
royalty percentage. My contract 
called for a royalty of the gross re- 
ceipts and a substantial share in pic- 
ture, stock and all other rights 
throughout the world. 

Your article goes on to say: ‘The 
Broadhurst material was deleted 
almost entirely.’ Even if this were 
true—the production was so long 
ago I can neither confirm nor deny 
this—something radical must have 
happened to the play to change it 
from ‘a distinct flop’ as you report 
it in Chicago to a ‘sensation’ as you 
report it in New York, and I cannot 
help wondering what it was. More- 
over, I named the play ‘Within the 
Law. When presented in Chicago 
it was, I think, called ‘The Miracle.’ 
nenehae ey ay it was called then, I 

named it and -gave -it the title by 
W hich it became so well known 

It was a pleasure to do business 


h; 


aS 


For evidence, turn to- 


|with the Selwyns. They kept their 
contract to the letter. All payments 
were made with meticulous prompt- 
ness and there was never any ques- 
tion, quibble or attempt at evasion. 
Later I sold them all my rights in 
the play. Strange though it may 
seem in the light of the present pro- 
ceedings, I thought then; as I think 
now, that all rights actually means 
all rights without any mental reser- 
vations regarding legal, or other 
technicalities. 

There have been many inaccurate 
storie. circulated regarding my con- 
nection with and interest in ‘Within 
the Law,’ and I have never troubled 
to deny them. I think, however, 
that the time has now come for me 
to go on record in the interests both 
of the Selwyns and of myself. 

George Broadhurst. 


George Broadhurst, former dra- 
matist, is living in virtual retire- 
ment in the south of France, where 
he has been for the past eight years 
or so. His brother, Thomas, died in 
1936 at the age of 78. Author oc- 
i casionally writes short stories which 
are handled by his New York agent, 
William C. Lengel, for the m 
and the better pulps, 


aco7inac 
BS Becines 


Fats Waller’s Ad Libs 
Richmond, Va. 





Editor, VaRiEty: 

I know it’s not always possible to 
catch them all, but you failed to re- 
; port under Radio or Dance Bands 
| about the Fats Waller sroadcast last 

Monday (21) night on iis hotel wire, 
, and it was a debatable business. 
First of all Waller was especially 
entertaining and began to take on 
| solos with his usual remarks. Then 
| the remarks became unusual, run- 
ning something like this: ‘Wonder 
what the po’ people’s doin,’ music 
publishers got plenty’; then 
‘Music publishers won't send you 
free music less you gonna 
cast it.’ 


barrassed, ‘Let’s stick to singing,’ 
|} and then closed the program at the 
half-hour with, ‘Now it’s time to say 
goodbye to Fats Waller and 
Music...and even if it weren't time, 
it would be a good idea.’ 

Will you tell me what Waller's 
grievance is? 

J. Goraon Thornton. 


Television Hurts British B.O. 
Birmingham, Eng. 
Editor, Variety: 
I note in your columns that Ameri- 


later, | 


his | 


tertain the radio boys on rainy, dull 
afternoons when the time hangs 
heavy on their hands, and when it’s 
too early to sneak downstairs for a 
drink. All this interest in you as a 
New Writer with New Ideas is just 
so much sham—no new ideas get by 
Mr. Radio Director unless he himself 
concocts them for the benefit of the 
Old Men Upstairs. And the Old 
Men just as vaguely refer you to 
Mr. Program Director when you try 
to sell them a new idea. 

Boys, don’t give us writers the 
gladhand just to amuse yourself in 
your idle hours. If you don’t intend 
to buy or hire, or if you haven't the 
power to do so, don’t give us a lot 
of empty promises just to make 
yourself feel good. 

Myself, I'm going to open my own 
‘package program’ agency just as 
soon as I can get $1,000 or so of 





capital. It’s the only way to crash 
the radio market. 
In view of things ‘n’ stuff, you 


have my real handle, but for Vox 
Pop just sign it 


Disgusted Writer. 


MARRIAGES 


in Tijuana, Mexico, Aug. 29. Bride 
'is a screen player; he’s veteran of 
| stage and films and father of Dolores 
|}and Helene Costello. 

Joy Hodges to Gilbert Doorly, in 
Des Moines, Sept. 2. She’s legit and 
picture player; he’s managing editor 
of the Omaha World-Herald. 

Ruth Doring to Edward Reynolds, 
in Chicago, Aug. 30. Bride is of 
| Doring Sisters trio; he’s p.a. 

Yvonne Fitzgibbons to Dr. Milton 
Robinson, in Toronto, Aug. 31. Bride 
is daughter of J. J. Fitzgibbons, v.p. 
of Famous-Players Canadian. 

Patsy Ruth Clark to Robert Mac- 
Farland, in Boston, Sept. 3. Bride’s 
a vaude performer. 

Edna June Bump to Capt. James 
W. Lockett, in San Antonio, Sept. 2. 
Bride former musical director of 
WOAIT, San Antonio. 


BIRTHS 





Ss 


broad- | 
The announcer made a cou- | 
ple of remarks sounding pretty em- 


Mr. and Mrs. Al Kavelin, twin 
daughters, in Chicago, Aug. 29. 
| Father is the orchestra leader. 


Mr. and Mrs. William Lava, daugh- 
ter, in Los Angeles, Aug. 30. Father 
is music head at Republic. 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Cherry, son, in | 
Fairmont, West Va., Aug. 28. Father 
is WMMN, Fairmont, official 

Mr. and Mrs. Jean Meredith, son, 
in New York, Sept. 4. Mother is 
;}daughier of Chic and Catherine 
|} Johnson; father is in *‘Hellzapoppin,’ 
at the Winter Garden, N. Y. 


can Managers are under the impres- | 


sion that the televising of attractions 
in the London theatres has been a 
great help to business, Actually, 
this is not the case. 


I myself have been interested in 
two recent plays in the West End 
that have been televised, and no 
venefit could be traced to either of 
hem. On the contrary, at one box- 
Office, after a Sunday television 
broadcast, a patron came in and 


asked for her money back, as she had 


| already seen the play on the Tele- 
vision the previous evening. 

I thought this might be of inter- 
est to you, 


Emile Littler 


That Radio Brushofft 
New York. 

Fditor, Variety: 
I have a sizable beef to 
against certain ebullient 
copy 


inagers 


make 
radio di- 
heads, station 
and agency per- 
I'm a young radio 
two vears out of college, one 
in a radio department of a large 
agency, and 
d 
scripts, 

me are these 
radio gentlemen who 
for cordial interviews, 
look with wonder and admiration on 
my scripts (or pretend to), exclaim- 
ing, ‘Old man, you've got something 
there.” Then they make a great to- 
do about getting my name and phone 
number, promising that ‘I’m going 
to make a place for you within the 
next month or so, old man. We don't 
want vou to get away from us.’ 

Dazzled by the visions. these 
glamour bovs of radio paint for me, 


rectors, agency 
program m: 
onnel directors. 
writer 
Veal 
adve rlising 


the other 
more than 


in 


writing an selling 20 
freelance 


What g 


and 


sundry 
have 


ripes various 


me 


in 


I leave their offices with dreams of 
a steady job at last. Two weeks 
later, having heard nothing from 


them, I phone, write and call in per- 


son, all to no avail. Mr. Radio Di- 
rector is too busy. When I finally do 
corner the gentleman in the bar 
downstairs, he recalls me with an 
effort, smiles vaguely and suggests | 
that I leave my name and address 


with his secretary upstairs. 

Mv vear in the advertising agency 
should have taught me that this is 
a standard glad-hand pastime to en 





EDWARD GIROUX 

Edward G ix, around 75, nick- 
namec ’ a familiar figure in 
1OW bDusinéss up to 1 ‘ent Seasons, 
died at his home in New York last 
week, 

Prior to ljegit ¢ vity, which dates 
back 20 years. he was w ) e Ring- 

g circus, doing advertising. He 
was general manager for the late 
John Cort house manager of the Mo- 
rosco when that showman operated 
the Broadway house and for some 
time thereafter. 

Deceased had been inactive, hav- 
ing suffered a stroke several years 
azo. Widow and two sons survive. 

LUCY LEVIN 

Lucy Levi 32. Yiddish musical 
comedy “°s succumbed to an - 
nes of sever: months in a New 
York hospital Monday (4) 

Born in Russia, Miss Levin bowed 
to Yiddish theatre audiences at 16 in 
hiladelphia, and thereafter had} 
many star roles in musical on 
Gotham’s 2d avenue. She had for- 
merly been understudy to Molly 
Picon, Yiddish legit star, and had! 
also appeared jn Yiddish films. 

Survivors are her father, Sam 
Levin, Yiddish player; her mother, 
husband and a daughter, 11. 


B. WALTON O'DONNELL 

B. Walton O'Donnell, 52, died from 
pneumonia in Belfast, Aug. 21. One 
of three bandmaster brothers, he was 
conductor of the British Broadcast- 
ing Corp.'s military band between 
1927 and 1937, one of the outstanding 
combinations of its class. From 1937 
he was Northern Ireland music di- 
rector for BBC, and when he left 
London, his brother, P. S. G. O’Don- 
nell, was appointed to succeed him. 


Survived by a daughter. 

Mother of Robert Jonnasson, city 
mana} of Walter Reade theatres In 
Asburv Park. N. J., died in that city 
Aug. 22 


Ruth Reeves to Maurice Costello, | 





| 





Add:  Iil-Will 


After considerable publicity 
about reducing the parking fee 
at the New York World’s Fair, 
the rate was doubled to 50c re- 


cently. Hastily made sign of 
the boost was first seen at the 


south gate lot. Drivers entering 
that lot must pay the fee, even 
though wishing to reach the en- 
trance to discharge passengers 
and then depart, although one 
taxi line has the privilege gratis. 

Amusement concessionaires 
complain that there is no trans- 
portation accommodation at the 
south gate otherwise. Distance 
from the start oi the parking lot 
to the Fair turnstiles is around 
three-quarters of a mile and pa- 
trons must pay the fee o- hoof it. 








S. F. EXPO STILL 
MULLS 2D YEAR 








San Francisco, Sept. 5. 





| International Exposition is reported 
!to have been mulled last week at a 
meeting of the board of management. 
The exposition is 
whether to keep going next year. 
Promise was made to Los Angeles 
and commitments were also made to 
others that the Fair would not run 
in 1940. However, the possibility of 
L. A. holding a Fair within the next 
year or so is remote. The expo is now 
operating in the black, supposedly to 
the tune of around $700,000 a month, 
all of which has prompted consider- 
| ation of its reopening next June for 
four months. Time budgets 
approaching and the various exhibi- 
tors and city officials are getting 
|} anxious to make some definite state- 
ment abecut 1940. 
| Prexy Leland Cutler made a state- 
iment some months that there 
| would be no second year, that Treas- 


j 


for is 


ago 


ure Island would be shuttered Dec 
2. Manager Charles Strub has also 
denied plans for the Fair’s second 
| year. However, rumors are 

| strong that a second year is in 
bag and that the only reason fo) 
announcement is that expo offic 


fear it would hurt attendance at iuls 
time. 

B.O. Drop 
The b.o. was definitely continuing 
on the upswing until Jate last week 


| when German troops entered Pol: 


A new two-week attendance f ‘ 
was chalked up for the period end- 
ing Friday (25), when 715.999 had 
paid their way into the fairground 

The average daily attendance for the 
period was 51,142. However. follow- 
ing Friday, the gate fell a few } - 
dred short of 30.000, the lowest in 
several weeks. The war news wa 
the big boomerang on the Island, a 
people clung to their radios. 

Expo officials started talking of the 
prospects for a second yeat en 
they looked over the fi cial e- 
ment for the period ending At 27 
During that time over 7,000,000 had 
visited the fair and had spent more 
than $10,000,000 on the Island 

A big charity show will. be given 
n the Music Hall on the Island 

hursday (7) in connection with 
Showmen’s Day Tickets, selling for 
$1 each, include admission to the 

land after 7 p.m., to ‘Cavalcade of 
Golden West’ and to the Music Hall 
show bé@ing staged by Sally Rand 
Profits will go to a fund which care 
for old carnival and circus folk 
| Miss Rand signed with the expo 
ij last week giving her control of the 
| shuttered ‘Greenwich Village.’ She 
has rechristened it ‘Gay Paree’ and 
|reopened it in time for the Labor 
+Day weekend. Nine of the con- 


| cessionaires formerly in the ‘Village’ 
| are included in the setup, which calls 
| for personals of Miss Rand. 

Leopold Stokowski. Jose Iturbi and 
Albert Coates have been engaged by 
the exposition to direct three con- 


certs featuring the 90-piece San 
| Francisco Symph in the California 


| Coliseum on Treasure Island. 
Seating capacity of the auditerium 
has been increased to 10,000 in order 
to take care of the demand for tick- 
ets, which are available at $1 for the 
| three concerts or 50c for individual 
concerts. The initial concert will be 


headed by Iturbi, Sept. 13: the sec- 
nd, by Coat and Meliza Ke 
Metro singer, Sept. 20. and the last 
on Sept. 23 with Stoki 


Survey after a total of more than 
| 


Foreign Powers’ Commitments 
Complicate N. Y. Fair’s 2d Year 


+ 





With the peak gate apparently 
reached last Sunday (3), the day be- 
| fore Labor Day, the New York 


| World’s Fair management now is 
| most concerned with chances for a 


| 1940 exposition. Despite the prob- 
| lem of persuading foreign participa- 
| tion, what with the outbreak of war 
| in Europe last week, and the matter 

of obtaining necessary finances, 
_ hopes are still high for a second 
| year. 


700,000 paid admissions had been 
rung up Sunday and Labor Day 
| (Mon.), indicated the N. Y. Fair paid 
attendance total for its first year 
would be a little over 20,000,000. or 
about 5,000,000 less than revised es- 


| timates made a couple of weeks ago. 


| Estimates 


were suddenly slashed 


from 50,000,000 to 25,000,000. 
| Even so, if operating revenues had 


| have made a better showing. 


measured up to expectations (espe- 
cially the midway), the Fair would 
In- 


| stead, it is no secret in expo circles 


| Manufacturers 
nonplussed on) 


that it is only a question of how 
large the first year deficit will be— 
$5,000,000 to $15,000,000. It is such a 
situation that prompted the realicn- 


| ment of executive positions late last 


week. Move ostensibly was made so 
that banker interests could watch 


: ' expenditures more closely. 
Second term for the Golden Gate 


New Control 

D. Gibson, president of 
Trust Co., is now 
board chairman and operating chief. 
Move is rated on Flushing Meadows 
as a smoke screen move to indirectly 
control Grover Whalen’s sway over 
the Fair, although he remains presi- 


Harvey 


dent and retains his salary of 
$100,000 per year (less the recent 
10% cut). 


Actually, the exposition manage- 
ment stays in the hands of the same 
banker group which has been re- 
peatedly blamed for the more glar- 
ing so-called errors of judgment, 
showmanship and management. Only 
slightly discernable change that 
Commander Howard Flanagan, rated 
Whalen’s right hand man, and V, © 
Pach, financial director, are 
ed as on the ascendancy a 
secure the power f-: } ( 
to be in Wt 


same 


is 


ut the abore 
till a step- 
Fair), with 
situation at 
e outset and other mistakes. 


me 
of the 
bt » or the pass 


ti rect 


Besides the difficulty expected in 
getting warring nations to pay any 
attention to N. Y. Fair participation, 
the present Fair setup is likely to 
encounter tough sledding in securing 
new financing for next year Widet 
participation in the manavement 1 
1940 doubtle ly will be insisted on 
by exhibitors, concessionaires and 
others exnected back for a second 
try A new location for the rm 
way or complete shift of its * 
traggling, lengthy contour y 
will be insisted on by 
sion people, 

‘Hollywood on P sed 
to be a motion pj) 0 with 
lights, cameras, bi beauties, 
etc.. opened Friday ( on the mid- 
in the spot formeriy occupied 
by the Savoy ballroom show. Andre 
Dumont is operator. Hula dancers 
have been added at Duzongs, for- 
merly just a stationary exhibit walk- 
through showing animal specimens 

One-day record at the fai as 
smashed Sunday (3) when nearly 
500.000 paid admissions were regis- 
tered. With Saturday’s and Labor 
Day’s totals. the exnosition secured 
approximately 950,000 paid admis- 
ions for the three-day weekend 


Ringling Opens Only L.A. 
Regional Date Sept. 13 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
Invading California from the north 


over last weekend, Ringling Bros 
-Barnum & Bailey circus pitches 
here next Wednesday (13) for five 
days, only booking in the greater 
Los Angeles territory. The Big Top 
this year is trying out new site at 


Crenshaw and Exposition, about six 
miles from the downtown Los An- 
geles sector and equal distance from 
the heart of Hollywood. 

Only other nearby stands for tent 


aggregation will be at San Ber- 
nardino (12) and Long Beach (18), 
Brief stands at San Diego and El 
Centro wind up California bookings. 
It’s first ti in half a dozen or 
n f ¢ that Hollywood hi: 

Dee ven adate. by.a Dig top. 
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FOLIES BERGERE 
MASHES DENVER’S 
ALL TIME MONEY 
RECORD! 
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